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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVKHNOBOK BENiJAL. 


His Excelleucy the Ui|^ht Hon’Hle Lawrkn(‘r JtniN Di nd^s, 

Earl of RoDa](khay, (i.C.l.E. 

MEMBERS OF lllK EXEGUTIVK roFNClE 

The Hon’hle Sir ICfney Wiikklkr, K.C.S.I., K.C 1 K . V]n , 
in charge of the f()ll(»witig jK>rtf(>lios - 
1 ApjK)intinent. 

V. Politiral. 
f'l Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical 
6 P^urojHJuii Eihiiation. 

The Hon‘l)le Sir Hw^y Maiimii, K (' S I , K (’ 1 1, . I (> M , 

Muharajudliiraju Baiiailiir of Bunlwun. in i <>f (lie follna ing 

{K)rtf()lio« : — 

1 liUiol Revenue. 

Eaiol Acijui.Hilioiti. 

'1 F<ire.Ht8. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded areas 

Thi* Hon’ble Mr J. H. Kkkr, f'.S.I., (M.E , in charge of the following 
portfolios : — • 

• 1. Finance. 

2. SefMiraie Revenue. 

»3. rommerce and reaerved Industrial subject*. 

4. Marine. 

Thf Hon’ble Eir Aia)*T'ii-RAifiM, Kt., m charge of the following fsirt* 
foliofl : — 

^ 1, Judicial. 

2. Jails. 

3. Emigration. 

4. Immigration. 

5. Jurudictioo. 
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The Ilon^hle Sir SriiEM)KA Nath Banerjea, Kt., m charge of the 
following jKjrtfolios : — • 

liocal Self-Uovei nrueiit and Public Health. 

The iion’hle Mr. Phovash Ciit.NUEK MirrEE, C.I.E., in charge of the 
following jx>rtfolio: — 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawali Saiyih Nawah An Ciiai dhuhi, Khan Bahadur, 
(M E., in cliarge of the fr>llowing portfoluw: — 

Agiicullure and Publit Works. 
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The IToirblt^ Nawab Sir Sxid SiiAMS-n.-IIriu, K.(M.K. 

Thtm^-PREMDI NT. 

Babn Surkndra Nath Pay. 


Secretary to the (Vuint il (’ (' I.K., 

As.si.stant Secn»tary to the ('ouiuil ~A M. Ih hiiin.hon. 
Arlditioiial Assiatant Serretary to the (’ounnl K. N. M.odmdar, 
Pe^’ihtrar to the CouiK il — ,I . \V. Mc'Kay. 
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Haq, Maulvi A. K I'uzl-ul. | Khulna < Muhammadan V | 

Haq, Shah Syed Kindadui. (Tippera ( Muhaiiinuulan ). ] 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Seventh Session.) 

VOLUME Vll—No.a. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

Tiik (’(Hiiii'il met in the Couiu il ('harnlier in the Town Hall, ("ah ultji, 
on Monday, the ‘J7th 1 t‘^iuary. at e m 

Present 

Tlie I )e]nit \ - Hi esident in lht‘ Cliaii, llie lloij'hle thf* fonr MeinlM'T'* 
of the Executive (’ouncU, the Hoii’hle the tliree Mini'.teis and 78 
nominated and elertcal niendiers. 


Starred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Appointment of Mr. S. K. Raha as Commissioner of 
Excise and Salt 

*XXI. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (cii Will the lion Ido the 
Minister in rharfs'e of the Dejiaitment of A^ri' nlture and Induf*trieH he 
plea.sed to state whether it i.s a fac t that Mr S K. Huhii haw been 
{>ewnanently appointed Exeini* (’ornminHidner of Hen^fal!-' 

(h) Will the HorThle the Mini‘'ier 1m* f)lea«ed to ntute the reaMin for 
dispensing with the herNicen of Mr. S, (' Mukerj«‘** and ajipoint in^»’ hie 
MulKirdinate in his place? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIEl (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AN Chaudhurl, 
Khan Bahadur): ia) It hai been dec ided by (iovernment to apjmint 
Rai Bahadur S. K. Raha, now ofHc intin^ u*« (’omrnifcMcnier of Kxc jne ami 
Salt, Bengal, permanently to the jHint. • 

(6) It is a common practice to transfer officers returning from brng* 
leave to new appoinflnents. Mr. S. €. Mukerjee went on combined leave 
for 8 montlis and 28 days from Uie 27th July, 192J, and Rai Bahadur 



2 


questions! 


[27th Feb. 


8. K. Itahu, Deputy ^nimissioner of Excise, in consideration of his 
ability uiid wide experience of cxf ise work, was selected to act for him. 
As the pfwt is not reserved for officers of the Indian Civil Service, it has 
been decided to transfer Air. Mukerjee elsewhere in accordance wilh the 
practice and to appoint the ifai Jfahadur permanently to the post* 

Mr. AJOY GHUNOER OUTT: May I inquire whether this appoint- 
ment was ever held before by a non-< ivilian 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: No. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Leave rules of the Bengal Judicial Service. 

tS9. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: un I. the Hon Me the 

Member in char^^e of the .ludinal Depailim-nt au.iie ihat a considerable 
anmunt of doubt h entertained b> the .holn ial oiii, .t.s ol ih,- JU*n^,^al 
Cnil Ser\iee as rei.mi(U ibe inter pretat om, aiol vWv* \ uimoi ibem, of the 
Leave Uule.s in nmuion IV of the h nn.lamcntal l{u!r> puldiNhcd with 
the (ioveriiinetil of India, rmam e 1 fcpai liiicnl leltei \o. Ill7!l-CSK 
<lulc(| the ;'(*th Uclnher, l‘t:.»l?' 

ih) What hleps are the (Juvernineiit taking' lo make the i uifs eb*ar 
HO an to enahle these otlic«rH to exereme the option pel mitleil b\ rule bS'" 

MEMBER in Oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT .(the Hon*bld 
Sir Abd*Ur*Rahini): to) Some iludina] offit'ers of (me distric t have 
addressed (iovenimenl asking for an interpretation of the rules. 

{h} In the event of ar^<»fhcer being m doubt an to tbe effer t of the rule 
in hu partieiilar case, it has fieen deeided that the proper c ourse for him 
to take is to refer to the Audit Officer for a ruling. * 

Toll pHvilege to Joint Steamer Companiee. 

ISC. RalHARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the HonMe 

the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
refer to my unstarred question No. 64 for the meeting of th.e 21st Novem- 
her Inst and to lay on tile table a copy of letter No IbHl, dated the 
2iilh March, 1913. addressed hy Mr. A. \. Dasa, the then Executive 
Engineer, to the Asaurtant Engineer, ('alcutta Canals, on the subject? 

{h\ With reference to whnf is Mated in that letter, will the Ilon’ble 
,the Meinl»er be pleajHul to state whether it was not a fact that the 
privilege was granted to the Rivers Steam NavigaiioTi and India General 
Staam Navigation Companiet befort it»u« of notification No. 7 of the 
16th July, 1913? 



QUESTIONS. 
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1922 .] 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member W pleased to state wlietlier he 

is now in a position to ans^^er [«art aIl^i of unsiuneil <)|iestion 

No. 64 for the meeting of tlie ‘Jlsl November last ^ 

(d) 1% it a fa(’t that \evsels ot tlo* saul (ompames. iiltlioagh exempted 
from theVbecking of muuifostoe.s, are as mu«!i detuiiie«l us other \e.sstd?t 
in their passage through the huk-gatoN: 

Are the (lovernment eousoh-niig the de^irabil jt\ of direr ting that 
at least the ln^trlutio!^ rruitained m tio* said leiin nf Mr. A. Dass 
should henceforth be slrn tly follow I'dr* 

, MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); ui i (»(0 erniio nt is 

not prej*arefl irt plar e on thi* iab!t> a r op\ of tin- latter 

The <'nni r’Nsion to boa!> bahaiguii,' t** tji« liulia (ienroul Str'uni 
Navigation ami Itixers Str‘aiii Navigation ('oinpani»‘s was gtante<l under 
notifil'ation No !.*'♦. datarl^thf ^’tth Ma\. ISIM 

Jei “ G4(») ” No I r lU’t loiiv ui'ir* Issnad tt» rher I' llo* trvTietllutW* 
of a manifest hy ehar k-im*asu»inu’ a \r*s>»-l. 

(i4(n) ” Thr* (jUfstion dooH n<,t an''»’ 

<(/i Vessels' of thr* ‘'Uid ( on! |)ano*>. us wi-li Other vestirds arr* 
ftdmitterl a^ soon as thr* lo* ks ar«* opr*ne<l. 

(rl 'Mo* aii.'«wer i*- in thr* nr'gati\e 


Tentulia Khal in the Paridpur diatriot. 

191. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: ^ the H m 1 1. the Member 

in charge of thr* Depart mrmi Img-afion aware 

D' of the prpsr*nt <-onditioT( r.f agrir ultiire in pargaiia Tejiliati and 
it'* nejghlMiurhood in thr* rlistro t of Fainlpur; 

(tiJ that a < rmsirleraldr* area on br*th sideii of thr* Tentuliu Amiikandi 
Khal remains under wat»*r rrwing to insufficient outlet and 
• flow of water; and 

Dll’) that the d entulia Kha! has been blocked at its entrance into flu* 
• hfZ route canal? 

(h) Are the Government fvin^idering the desirafrilit v rrf infjuiring 
and taking step.s to improM* the agrieiiltural condition of the area? 

The Hofi’bic the MAHARAJADHIBAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: ia> it) Ycm 

(H) Some are'a by the side of Tentulia Khal which cannot drain into 
the new Madaripur fnl route remains idill under wafer a« it alwayn has 
done. This water-logging is not due to any McK'king of the mouth of 
the Khal which was done only for a very sh'irt time when the dredger 
was dredging there and was opened up soon as the dredger completed 
hef work there. • 

(iii) Tk/c the Imtter portion of Ipply to (li) alxive. 

(6) Not at present. 



4 QUESTIOKS. [27th Fm. 

Zoological Canioin, Calcutta. 

192/ Babu HEM CHAnORA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 

Hon'hle the Miniwter in rhurj^e of the Department of Agriculture aod 
IntluHtrieii he pleuftetJ to state — , 

(i) in what year the Alipore Zoological gardens were opened; 

(ii) in what year tfie library was attached to it ; 

(tit) in what year tlie labuiatory was foundetl ; 

(tv) whether books are adthul every year to the library; 

(ri if not, w’lien the last additirm was made; 

(n) who have access to the books in the library; and 
(vn) who actually us#* these books? 

(h\ Is any retoid availal>le sh<»wing the number of hooks issued 
annually? 

(r) Is any sum budgeted annually for the woiking of the lalxiratory? 

{(h Is any record available of the nature and amount of work done 
therein, year liy year? 

(r) If so, are the (Jovernment <*on.sidering llie desiraliilitv of laying 
on the table a li‘>t of such works m ( hronologn al order? 

(/) \\ ill the Hon’ble the Miniht«*r be pleased to ]a\ on the table a 
statetnent showing the (jualifications of the members of (he (governing 
Hodv of the ganlens esjiecially with reference to Zoology and other 
kindred subjects? 

(/;) On what priT>ripIe|is the selection of the memlrerfl of the 
Ooverning llody made? 

(h) Are the (lovernment considering the desirabilUy rrf asttociaiing 
s('ienti(i<' Indians with the work of management? 

(i) Mill the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to slate whether the 

present Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent are qualified 
veterinary surgeons? • 

(;> If HO, will the flon’lde the Minister he jrleased to lay on th» 
table a list of leseun h work undertaken hv each of these officers during 
the period of their service in the gardens? 

(k) Are post mortrm rectirds available to the public or for publication 
dating from the fime the present incumbents have been holding charges? 

(/> Are the (lovernnrenf considering the desirnhih\v of puMiijiing 
from time to time, annals of post juortein. and other findings about 
animals? 

im) Are the (jlovernme^it profmsing fo utiliie the gardens for 
eduoational purposes in any suitable manner? 

fnl If so, ^*ill (he Hon hie the Minister l>e 4 f>l eased to lay on the 
table rough estimates of costs neceasary to put into oparatfoa any two 
•chama# that wrould be least axpantivaf 
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(o) Are the Government ronsiderinp the clrj^rnhility of r^inpilin#^ 
every year all events of soientiiir inteicst in inattois with the 

garden*? 

• • 

The Hon’ble the Newab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: {a. m In th.- vMt IHir, 

(N) 111 the Near 189.'t. 

{ill I I n the \ t'ar 181^1’ 

tir) No. 

O') In No\t*inher, 

(1*1) and (r/n MeiiilM'j’' of th** ('*»ninutlee cf Manugenient and (he 
(turdcn SlafT 

(hi No. a*' (lie hooks an* nt»( as a role taken a\\a\ fiuiii ihe l.ihraiy 

(r» No. • 

(d'i and If) A note on the w.itk dt>ne m the lahoiatt>i\ is laid on the 
tahle. 

(/). Iv‘ ami ( /< ) 1 he Coinnulte** i** an adim n iNt i at i \ *> hotly and 
Mcieiitifit ijMai ]fi( at loiis ai** not t t»nsiiler«*d **’"'**ntutl fo? ni*'iiih»‘jsh j jt All 
tlie im-inheis ai*- apjioint*':! on a< mmiiiI <»f then inteifsl in /o.,h.;r\ ,,, 
gent'ral and in theM- tranh-ns in partirnlar, aiol inan\ hei .mik** of Hpei ml 
knoui*‘(U'e \OiMh the\ hnnj* to assist in the vreneral nmna>.*eno‘nt of the 
l^'ar<h*ns A li*') of the meniheis *tf (h*‘ f’oniniittee is hud dn th*’ table 
(II d he Su p*’? 1 n ten den t is a <|nalHied %etenniir^ ■<uigeon 
(;) 'rio’s,. of!i(*Ms are fnllv *i*<iipte.I with their uflnn nis( i at i v e duties 
and they are not expetted nor ha\e they tlie tune to und«*rtak(* re'«eat(h 
work. 

(k) and (/> Results (,f the ptfsf rjiurfrm exaniinat nms a?** inrorp*nafed 
in (he annual lepoits of th<* j^ardens who h are jivaijaldr- to (he puhlie 
Jm) Faiilities alieadv exist for utilising the gartlens for edueutionui 
purposes AiKanfage *iT the mnrttm exannnat ntiis iMimlin te»i at the 
Bengal AeterinaM ('oIh‘ge of the tnieases of annuals sent from (he 
gardens is taken fnr inst ru< t omal purp«Mies (\ireases of animals and 
birds are also supplied t*. the S< hind of Tropieal .Me«li( me. for reseanli, 

(a) No other scheme for utilixing (lie gardens for eduealjona) 
purposes is under consideration 

(o) No, as this would mean emphiyment of additional sfafT, involving 
extra cost. 

;Vo/ef oil Laboratory rrffrrrd to in thr rtply to daunn \rl) and {r , of 
untlarred qurntton .Vo, I9C. 

In the rear D I) riinninchAm **rried on expenmentu on the iriion 

of ranoaB alleged remedies for the efTeef of hnake hiten 

In the year I'tft.VtifJ, I>r I) I> (‘unninghem r*rr»ed on expenmentu on the artion 
of rarioQt reputed antidotes to anake venom 
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In the year 1800, Waddell and Rai R. B. Sanyal Bahadur carried on 

rejiearrh aork in conned Hon with antidotes against anake poison. (Report not 
arailahW- ) 

In the year liMK), Ha» R B., Sanyal Bahadur carried on research in connection 
with antidotes agajn.st snake-[xnsori. (Refwrt not araiJablo.) 

hi »}i«' u.ir (<))/. m l I^mriiird lh»gers jarried on ex]>erinients on the perman- 

ganate treatment for snake hites (Report not available ) 

tlu fr wiiH i,M r [iiij tn*-nt irj our Laborulory, h}je( lal research works were 
carntui on, frf)in time to lime, by the following gentlemen in their own Jjabora- 
hiry 

In Mr F Southwell, arcs, f.i s , etc , earned on reseanh work on 

parasileH, etc , in the Indian Muwurn LaVmratory, wiih the canases .supplied from 
this garden 

In the year Hdl I’rofesNor Fox and Mr (diamhers «if Australia carried on 
ex|K‘nnjenth on snuk<* venom antid<»te8 in the (iarden Lalxiratory with their own 
apparatus 

In the years Iftl-Vld am! llMtVlT l.ieutenant-t’olonel ('ln>t<tn T*ane. i m s . carried 
on reM'urch works on the parasites ohtained during ;/oj( moitein examination and 
Hcnt to him 

In the year hr \\ !> SMtherland, i m s Imperial Serolognsl. Medical 

('•ollcge, Cahntta carriecl <m researih works on hlood of different kinds of animals 

In the year Captain U li S S<*well, IMS, curried (»n research work on 

parasites, the materials Uoiig suppluMl from the harden 


Mefuhe of the of M nnt frmf'nt of Zrdojuiil (jardf^m 

rt'ferttHl to tn th>’ t<> rlaiisr^ x^f \ g) an i \ h) f nn'^tavred guettion 

\o /-/- 

The Hon’ble Mr .lustu'e I’ L lliukland, r t. s < President i 
W K I>o(U, F..sq (Honorary Se<ietar>) 

R I) Melita, Ks'j , < t a* 

Ihtiaham nl Mulk Uai» iid-Daula Amir-iil-l nmra Nnwah Sir .A»if Qadr Saiyid V’asit 
All Mirsa Khan Bahadur, Mahahat Jang. Nawal* Bahadur of Murshidabad, 
K r N t , K 1 \ o , 

Suretidranath haba. Fim] 

The Uon'hle Sir Btjay ('hand Mahtab, kcsi, kcib. iom, Maharajadbirajs 
Bahadur of Burdwan 
DaV^uk F.xra. Kaq 

Nawab \ F M Alwtur Uabniyin Khan Bah.uiur 
liieiitenant-Colonel F. H Brown. iMs (Relirwd) 

\V lX>ds. Knq 

Dr B h Chaudhun, i» s< 

Gokut Chandra Mandal F.sq , a a 
> a» Mt Cl- ir.i !i hah a F M» r r A 
\V KiCipttMik, 

H B Turle, Eaq 
F (' French. Kiwi . c s i . i r s 
Lieut«nant-C<donel F. Waters, i w.s 
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Hie Commi»sioner of the Presidencr Divumm 

The Executive Engineer, Second Cttlcutt* Hinsion 

The Direotor of Public ilealth mth the (icoernnuMW of IU'nj;aI 

The President of the .\sjatir S«k let v of Pent'al 

The Director of Public I n‘>iriict ion . Bengal 

The Natural Hi 8 tor% Secretary of the Asiatic Sonet > of Bengal 

The Director of I,an(l Ue^xinis 

The Superintendent. Civil Aotennary IVpattnieiU Bengal 

The Profeasor of Coinparaliie \natom> and Z.*olog\ Modim^ ('ollrgo, lii-ngal 

The Superintendent of the Ho>ttl Botann CanU'n Nib; ui 

The Chairman of the Calcutta ('orporation 

The l*rincipal of the \eterinar.\ C<illeg»- Cahutta 

Withdrawal of ViMage Self-Government Act from Tippera. 

193. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: Will li e lion Id. ih. 

M in I'st 0! nt charge of the 1 ineii t of I .«m ;il S. ! f ( io \ n m.'ii i |deus*M 

tci state whether it |s proposed to wilhdt.iw lit.- ll.-i.;: il \ tlLigc Sell 
( loveriiiMeiit A* t fioin the lippeia di-'tii.t at an eail\ date' 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): Ho annuer 

IS ill the negative 


** Char ’* lands in BakarganJ. 

m. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (./. Will the llondd.- the Membei 
in charge of the Department of Uevenm- (Land li’e\en<o l»e pleased to 
lay on the table a statem»*iit showing the nuniher sum! siiesi .d llie UTt 
settled rulttiralde rhum in ea. h .suhdc ision of the ilistiot of Itakargan]" 
(h) Is it a fart fhnt*fhe lands of the chart are settled witli Jum/i fide 
agi4riilturists wImi are to live there with their families'' 

(r) Are the fJovernment considering the desiralnlity of settling 
char lands with mi.Mle dasw unernploved men^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
NEVENUE] ^tho Hon’hle the Maharaiadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(rtV A statement is laid on the table giving the particnlHrs required. 

ih) Yen, char lands are ordinarilv settled with honA fide agrinil- 
turintfl who are rc^^uired to live there with their families 

(r> Government have already considered the question Hule MBA 
of the Bengal Government Estates Manual, KD'I, states the conditions, 
on which settlement mav }>e made with hhaAralok fultivatorn. In lO^fl, 
an area of 330 acres in estate (Jhar F'atson. within the Bhola Subdivision, 
was settled with such cultivator*. 
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Statement show n>g th^nnmh*:r an^l area of unsettled rulturaUe chars in 
the* dntrift t.f ]Uikar<i*art)^ referred to in the reply to clause (a) of 
unstan ed ffue* tiou \(o Vj4. 
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District Magistrate, Pabna, visiting Saianga Hdt. 

195. Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURi: Will thi II. n h!. \ho Mi mher 
III cliii r / k'!’ till' I'nljfn.il l)«‘j»;ii I iiH'ii* Im* pir.'isoil In ''i.ittt till* ifMson why 
(h<* Di^-itiut M;i).:ist I at<* nf Palma th»* Sal.iiiLM H.*i1 <ni tho 27th 

.laimaiv la‘'t a<'< <mip.aiii»'(l h\ the* Siipi’iintPiiihint i/f Pnlu c, Doputv 
Siipi'Miit »MHli*nt of P(il*< t‘ am] a piJ.sse of ariurd poll, e'liu'ii ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon»ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): .\s a la'Niilt of s<*\(*ral <». i urrciK'os m tho nion^^h of 
•I.'iMUHx last HI tho «’ourso <»f whuh poli< o otlioois \\ oro 1 adiv . I*>i i iiol'a] 
uihI assaultoel in tlio tlis.haivro of thoir dnt\. tho l.M'al ofliiors di'ridod 
on tho JamiaM that it wasndvisaldo to ](a\o a ronto inarrh hv a 
(>f ariiiod pidno thitm^'h tho tiirhulont part of flio Siraj^ninj Mib- 
division It wan in pnrNuiimo of this (looisi<m that the District Map-i.s- 
trato of Pahiia and fho othoi othoorv montionoii viMi,»d tho Salanpi Hat 
on tho 27th January. 

Nofhoo-operaUon movement in Tippenu 

198. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) IS ill the Hon'hle the 
Momhor in charpo of the Political Department be pleased to describe 
tho orosent state of tbe non-e*voi>emtioB movement in the district of 
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Tippera and especially at Mabini and other adj<#ning villages in the 
jKjlice-station I’hauddagrain in the same district P • 

(b) Js it fact that members of the same union boards, chaukidars, 
daffadars, etc., are resigning their offices in the district of Tippera P 

(c) Is it a fact that owing to the strictness in realizing chuukiduri 
dues troubles aie biewing thcrcP 

{(i) Is it a fact that (liaukidar.s and dafTadars are being assaulted 
th«*ie, but thev do not \enture to bulge formal complaints and that 
owing tit the afiNcm e of formal tomplaints no notice i.s being taken by 
the authorities in the malterP 

icT Is it a fa( t lliat reju’esentation^ regarding the above allegations 
were made to ilie authorities by some* of the leading co-(»perator.s of the 
district y 

(/) If so, will the Ilon’hle the Member be pleased to state what 
ai tion, if an\, has becoi t^kcui on (hose repiesentatiojis P- 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: tci^ 'I'he pieac lung of non- 

eo-operal ion in (ippeiu has led td \arioUs acts of lawlessne.ss and to a 
lefusa! to pa\ ( haiikidan tax and in some eases rent, and t(» c'oniitunt 
haiiissment ol the rural poln e In Mahini and adjoining villages in the 
poiu e-stat loii ( ’hamhlagraii! . tlieie luiNe Immui several instances leiently 
iif oiistniitiiui to tio* jtolue III the execnti(*n of llieir duty. 'I’he poliee 
have hecii prc’V coi t cmI fiom entering villages for the execution of warrants 
ol for till' iriv c*s! ij.it ion of complaint case.s. 

1 > Solio* ! (■''Igliaf lol's h.iVc' bcM*n rc’portc’d 

I heii* !- all im 111 atom tit lefuse to pav chaukidari tax, fmt this 
has nothing in <!'» witli anv actniti takcui to realise it 

( f/ ) Some cases cif ass.iulf have* Ikmoi repoited In Tippera. as else- 
wlicTe. thc‘ gcoi'M.il Hit im iilat ii»n prac tised }i\ the non-c o-operatois has 
the effect of )iic*\entnig injurc'il jausons from seeking redress 'I’he 
district anthiU It ic>s are takirig all j><»ssible measures tc» protect the 
c hauiticlar" , 

t f ) ami (/) ( lov CM nimoit liav(» no informatntri 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Suremlra Nath Ray): (ientb. 

men, a ballot foi some* fur flier !• -oluf ems uf w Inc h not ic has f>een given 
vill be iield in the* (’ommittcM* ]{cMnn at II v M. tc»-morrow, 

I ncler •«(•* two- > / > riib- nf tlo* nib s .onl st.inihng okIcmsI, I 
her«‘by pres< riln* a time-linnt of 15 minutes for all members c>t}»er (ban 
the Members oflbe I*]xc**ntive t'ouncjj and Ministers in charge of heacls 
of budget. 


Dilcusaion of the Budget 

Profesaor $• C« MlHCHERcJI: Thre** important statements have fw'en 
made in this f'oiim il setting fcrtli the financial position of Ifengal. The 
first is the most illuminating sj>eech made by Ilis Kxcellenrv the 
(iovernor on the ?lst Novemfier last. In that speech ITis Excellency 
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DISCUSSION OF TilE BUDGET. 

after going over the whole ground gave us an idea that the prospective 
dehc it for the next tirianeial year would be Rh. 7GJ lakhs. The second is 
the first s|jee( h made by the llon’ble the Finance Member on the 19th 
,lariuur\ when introducing the thiee taxation Bills. In that sjfeech he 
Mtated that the situation with \vhi< h they were faced was that thcv had 
to deal with an niedm ible minimum deficit for 1922-23 of at least 
Us 90 lakhh.” “ d'hi.s deficit/’ he said “ had been arrived at after cut- 
ting down expenditure to bednw k limits in such a way as gravely to ham- 
per the efli( lem y of the administration.” The third is the second .sp< cch 
made b> the Ifou’ble the Finance Member when he introduced the 
hudget 111 wliiih he gave us his final figure of a net deficit of Us, 120 
lakhs. 

d'lie “ Reform ” administiation was started w’ith a hug(* deficit of 
over two ( lores 'Die situation was ^aved hy having recourse to accumu- 
lated halame.s of pievioiis \ears. We foresaw at that time that unless 
finarn lal lelief of a vei \ sul)stanlial < haracter fiad come from the Central 
( iovei iiiMeiit in view of the inujuitous award of the Meslon (’omniittee 
coupled with relicnchment of u diastit' nature introduced in the present 
admiriistiut i\ e nuo hmer\ which was ruinously costly and whi(*h it was 
impoMsihle for tlie pcofib* suffer ing from giinding poverty to bear, wo 
would again be fa< «*<| with another huge defi( it and that taxation would 
he the incMtalile seijuem (* '1 o put off the evil day verbal assurances 

weri' given at (hat tino* (hat there was no roasoriahle apjjreliension for 
blinking that ie< ourse would he hud to fresh ta\atit»u to meet the cuirent * 
exjienditure of the adin irnstral loii In fju t the flon'ble MinistiT of 
Fdueution committed himself in that wa\ In (he course of his last 
Hudget spee( li he said 

It will not lt»‘ n>\lii In tax when ttic |M'n|)le will ikU l»e iiettin^: any ativan 

ta^je Imni that liixiiiioti 'Die datn it in ttio Budget u due to the linuiations imjxifaMi 
tipon u.s iiy the (t.oi tnnieiit of India 1 fe«d it will not Ik* right t<i mi()os« any fresh 
taxulion tor ( ariMiig on [\\^' ordinary administration of the reKt>rved and transferred 
departiiK'nt H If in Intnre w«* mn)ro\e edinatnm «>r sanitation it will lx* jpiiU’ 
upon to us to lotne tor ward wiiih si hemes for frssh taxation But lu tax Bengal 
lor the purpose ol making up the deliiil. fur which lU’iigal is not responsible, to my 
mind would Is' unjust * • 

He was luthi'r piematuic in his observations or perhaps a bit too sangu- 
ine about relo't coming from the Impenul (ioverument. All aiilicipa- 
tioiis in that diieciion have been faUitied and all our hopes ruthlessly 
sliattered. 

d'lie inevitable lias come. An imoiuplete and a deficit budget has 
lu'en piescuted bv the llondde ilie Fniame Member and he is unxiouslv 
waiting for tio‘ taxatioti HilU to he pa^N.-d to save the administration 
from a complete tlcadlotk. Taxation i.s neiessary to meet the present 
(bdicit for carrving on the atlmini‘»trution. The very passage whith was 
ipioted hv the Hon’hle Mr. Kerr from the .speech spf His Excellency the 
Oovernor when he introducetl the tiimnce measures makes it perfvH'tly 
clear. 
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DISCUSSION OK 'lllK Hl lHiKT 

I must admit Oovcniment have made a most strenuous effort in ih# 
direction of retrenchment — though I am ugt prepered to admit that every 
region has been explored and every possibility exhuusieil. Hut after all 
it is a%process of tinkering. 

Evea*y effort is being made to undo tiie Meston aw mil unjust, 
inequitable, positively ini(|uitous A eeal whicli is nuxt lommenduble is 
being shown to nuljfy the award, and I jiray most earni*sil\ tliat all efforts 
in this direction may bo crowned with success. 

But is there any scrums effort being made to giupjde w ith tlie present 
huge ruinously costly administration Theie was a lime when one 
Lieuieiiant-dovernor with the help of a small executixe mailuneiy could 
administer tlie affairs of Hengal, Bihar and this.sa Now lor «me pro- 
vince of Bengal we are saddled with a tioxernor ami sexm pcnjdc with a 
huge paiapliei halia of ScMctaiics. ( ' udci -S«‘» i ci.incs. .\sHtsiaiil Sci ict- 
urie.s. We go on glibly incieasmg and im rcasing tlie .ulministrut ive 
ma< hincry in exerx <lc|i»i t ment till the xx hoi.* ihing .I'^oiiio’s su. h liugc 
pro|K)rtioiis tliat tlic liui.h*!! 1mm oiiu*s smiplx intoiciaMc .\11 our cab u- 
lations arc basr.l on sjM. .iml iiuiuIm i .»n tlu* aica of sijii.uc miles and 
tlic numcni <il sticngth of the poj.ulaiion unlud.*d in sui h aic.is Scl- 
som do wc take into a.'ount ih.* c oiiomu lon.lilion of the people and 
their I'Urnnig and taxable . aj»a. ities 

(hir niisfoitune is we aie the xi. tims of a rollcii and effete system. 
Our misfortune is we an- rubMl by medioinly. What is ncedeii to-day is 
a jirophetic \ision. a pownlul nnairinution. a i oust r u« live, rather rei'on* 
structive, siatesmaiislnp and a lixing, human sympathy kDr tliis you 
need men of master niimis men like Hurke and I’llt and Oladstone 
men who liave shed an iiniiiortal lustre oxer tlie fair name of I'.nghiTid 
men endoxx ed xx it h inspii at ion from on high to infuse life into deml hones ! 
Now' to c.iTiie l»a< k to llie tinkering piocess allude.l to abox.* I fully 
admit an honest effort lias Keen mad.* in tin* dire. tn»n of < nrtadment. liiit 
every possibility does not seem to have he.*n exhansfe.) I venture to 
make a few suggestuu^s 

All exodus to the lulls must be ab.'imhuic<l, or at least suspended, 
with the only ex.efUiori .d His I.Mellem x tlie fb.vernorand Ins personal 
staff. All lull allowames should he s(«»pped No .ominiltee ineidings 
xiught to b<* held in tlie lulls All donhb* first < lass travelling allr.wam e 
shuiild be redui ed t<» .l.inble He(<.nd . las., 1 tn ed hai.lly sav i iiuliule 
.here the travelling allow .ime p.ud to tl.e memhers of the f/«*gislalive 
(.'ouncil 1 hgse wiic fe»d .1 s h.i lie-.l or tliink it delogatorx to tluMi .llgiutx 
to fiavid H**con«l .lass are .juite weborn.- Jo t'.ix.-i Ursi . |.,ss at theji own 
expense. The salaries of the Hon’ble Ministers otight to be reduced. 
I know the ITon’ble Ministers get aw fully irritated at this su^rj^ft^tion. 
But the exigeiu'v of the situation dernaridw «iu h a »'e<bir!ion 
It in a fair, ^honest anri legitmale demand and we ought 

to go on pressing it fill we get it Tt was only the other 
day I xaw in the that the Ministera of liOcal 
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18elf-Gc>vernnient in Bihar and Orissa suggested that the Ministrjr of 
Ijocal 8eif-Governinen# should be honorary. It gave me a unique pleas- 
ure to think that an Indian Christian was leading the way in this matter 
in that Province. The Police expenditure must be reduced.' It is 
preposterous that one-fifth of the revenue should go towards the main- 
tenance of the Police, l^ast year the proportion was one-sixth — this 
year it is one-fifth. This is a sad commentary on the administration of 
a province. All edinational institutions are starving. The premier 
liniv(*rsity ni India is bankrupt. That magnificent institution, the 
University College of Science is grievously suffering from lack of funds. 
The special officer for Primary Education is ready with his schemes but 
cannot budge an inch for want of money. The Minister of Local Self- 
(lovernment is ready with his anti-malarial scheme, but there is not a 
cowrtr in the coffers of the (iovernment to help him. There is no money 
for any agricultural or commen ial development. The most tragic 
spectacle in this (\iuncil is the sight of the tlfree Hon’ble Ministers 
entrusted with most responsible portfolios but provided with no funds! 
Yet we must go on pampering this over-jiampered Police 

1 have made only a few suggestions. I am sure further suggestions 
will be made by the other members of this Council. 

The llon’ble the Finance Memlier said in the course of his Budget 
speech : “ the Budget now jiresented is not a production of which any one 
can feel jiroud.” But then* is one item in the Budget of whic h I myself 
feel proud and I am sure every right-thinking person in this Council w’ill 
fwl proud’ J mean (he fall in (he Excise revenue. There has been a fall 
of about Its. lakhs, I wish there were a much bigger fall. Any 
civilised (lovernnu'ut ought to be ashamed of tliis head of revenue. I 
rcjs'al what 1 said in my previous si>t*ech in <’onne< tion with this *»uh- 
ject - 

Our ulliinate in total prohibition and we arc praying for the day when the 
nltulo id the excise revenue |>ill l»c blotted out of oar prorincial budget. . . • , 

The working out of Huch an ideal will pcrhapn pave the way for taxation in certain 
other direc t loiin We would far rather xee that that u (bine than to Ix' a party to 
a revenue which li derived at the expenae of the phyaical deieriorution. the mtelIcK'- 
tual atagnation and the moral ruination of a people. * 

I am sincerely sorry that (he Miiiislor of Excise is expecting a slight 
increase next year in Excise rev«»nuc. I hope his antit ipations will be 
utU'rly fuUitieil. I am anxiously looking forward to the day when the 
UonTdf the Miiiisti'r of Excise will appoint a Committee to investigate 
the question of local option. Inn demi-offtciul note tiddreseed to me 
from Darjeeling on the Sth of DetoWr. 1921. by Mr. S. K. Raha, the 
present Commissioner of Excise, the following pas.snge occurred — 

At regardt the first portion of jpur reaolution the Hon'ble Miniater in charge ta 
favourably inclined towarda local option and a Committee will very likely be formed 
jn January or February next to inreatigate the question. Alo^ with ihta, the 
queation of increasing the powera and changing the eonatitutiSn of the Exriaa L^aa- 
ing Boartls of Calcutta and ihm formation of aimilar lioexiaing Boarda for other 
important ciuea in the Preatdency will be coaaidered. 
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I’kave quoted this ^wssage simply to draw the ulteiitiou of the* 
Hon'ble the Minister of Excise. • 

I pass on to Education, Even in this deficit Bmljret. the Hon’ble the 
Minister of Education has found it possible to provide the Dacca Univer* 
sity with Rs 9 lakhs. What has he done fi»r the ('alcutta I'lnversity? 
He has provided the ma^rnificent sum of Us. Id, 900 for the supervision 
charges of the messes umler the control of the University over and above 
the recurring grant of Its. l,‘,i8,0(Mt whiih the Univtusity has Wn receiv. 
ing for the last few years. 1 understand that the ('alcutta 1‘niversity 
must wait for the supplementary grant. Why m>t the Dacca University, 
may I ask!' Why is this differential, rather pref<»rential. treatment of 
the two Universities!' I do not giudge in the least the Ks 0 lakhs given 
to the Dacca University, I was in Dacca a few months ago and the 
Hon’ble the Vice-f’ham'ellor tcwjk me round and .shoaed me the magni- 
ficent work done by that Universitv. 1 am glad Its !♦ hikh^ has U‘eii 
provided for that 1 nive^ilv. Hut 1 lertuinly do gnnlge any differen- 
tial treatment. The attitude of the HoiTble .Ministei i»f Kdinution to- 
w’ards the Tub uttu University is indifferent and unsympathetii . In his 
last speech the Ilon'lile Mr. 1*. (’. Milter sanl, “ but I will promise this, 
that I shall try to do my best for the ('ah uttu Universitx. for after all ft 
is my alnui matrr. I wonder what the llon’bie the Kdueution Minister 
has done for his alma matvr. lie has not moved his little finger as yet to 
help that institution. I he Calcutta Universitv needs, J understand, 
alxiut Us. 10 lakhs? It iias a deficit to meet of Us. 'rdO.fKNf It needs 
money to carrs on tlie sph iidid work it is doing I know there is a clash 
Ixitween tlie Uahutta Um\eisil\ and llii*. liCgislalive Uoiiiicil, but I am 
sure a reasonable altitude will be taken up by either side If is most 
unfortunate that there Nlmubl be any collision i><*tween the University 
and the (’ouncil, and it is highls desirable that eu< h body should treat the 
other with that re.spe< t that each deseives 

A few days ago I saw a letter addiessed to the puldic press by Sir 
P. C. Roy. In that letter Sir Piofulla gives u graphic description of the 
great work that is being d(»ne Iin a noble band of workers whose xmil and 
devation in the cause of st ience and humanity ought to command the 
admiration of the whole world. And yet this institution is struggling for 
mere existence. During the lust nine years it has received lU. 1,08,000 
from the Piihlii' Funds on an a\erage of Rs. !2,0fKl a year, u inagnifi- 
c-ent sum infle<*d ! “ It would In* nothing short i»f national disasUT," 

»ay» Sir Profulja, “ if the Hon’ble Minister <if Education were to turn a 
deaf ear to the piteous appeals of the Vic e-f’hamcllor, for u substantial 
grant towards the upkeep of the University Ollege of Science." 

At this stage, the inenilxT having reached the time-limit bad to 
conclude bis remarks. 

R«l MAHiNORiECHANORA MITRA Biliadurt The necond Budget * 
of the reformed era has brought us no hope. To me this has been a great 
diaappointmeni. rnfortunately.we are again to confess that tboet who 
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* are responsible to make proper adjustment of accounta and for prepanng 
the Budget and also th\>se who are to spend public revenue to cany on and 
keep in proper or, say, dignified, efficiency the administration of the 
country seem to be fidlowiiig a policy of despair — a sifting and shuffling 
policy, if I be permitted to*express it in that way. With us, who have 
b^n privileged to talk about the (rovemment’s policy and method of 
adjustments and expenditure of the country's revenue, it is a cry of des- 
pair, and the tax-payers and the masses, whom we are here to represent 
are in a mood of disgust. In fact, the financial situation of Bengal is 
one which has nothing to rcH ommend and needs immediate ending or 
mending. To be expressive the final exhaustion of our presidency has 
been more than we ever apprehended- A sane and bold policy of all- 
round retrenchment and creation of new sources of revenue by developing 
Agricultural, Arts, Industry, Irrigaticm aiid Forest resources of the 
couritry was ex|H*< tc<l from Isitli the Hc<'tions -- limbs — <»f the dyarchy. 
I am uguifi t<> confess that w© have here met #ith a dismal disappoint- 
ment. Our otitlook of the financial situation and our way of putting 
things, being rather different from the official one. is often liable to mis- 
understanding. Those who are responsible for framing the Budget 
have practically dictated conclusions to us beforehand and no anumni of 
talk in this (Council is likely to persuade them to believe that we are in 
this (’ouiK'il to assert the rights of the taxpayers — the free electors of 
the country IVrhaps, the (lovernmenl is still of the opinion that we 
must ('ome to them as suppliants and not as equals or critics. This is 
the w'hole situation. 

It is repeatc'd oftener than necessary, that the financial settlement 
made by the Meston ('ommittee under the Beforni Scheme “ has hard 
hit ” Beiigal. I bis Presidency had to begin its new career of reformed 
(Jovernment at great disadvantage. We feel we have been treated very 
unfairly by the Meston Committee, which, however, laid down the “ fine 
dictum ” that “ there*was an obligation to leave each Province with a 
reasonable working surplus, *’ so that “ in no ^ase may a contribution 
b« such as w'ould forc e the Province to emluirk on new taxation, which to 
our mind would he an unthinkable se<|uel to a jnirely adininistnftive 
rearrangement of abundant general r<“!oun*es.” Now the question is 
did Bengal administration launch upon its new cuireer of reform, with a 
reasonable working surplu^?^ Fnfortunately the answer is in the nega- 
tive. I am tempted to make a brief comparison of figures. I bav© H 
from a statement made by HonTde Sir Maiccdm Iliiiley. the Member of 
Finance, Government of India, that Bombay began the Reforms with a 
surplus of Rs. 2 crores and 42 lakhs. Madras Rs. 2 crores and 41 lakhs, 
Fnited Provinces Rs. 2 croras and 17 lakhs, Punjab Rs. 1 cror© and 90 
lakbs and Burma Rs. 2 crores and 26 lakhs. But my poor Presidency 
began the Reforms with a deficit of over Rs, 2 crorea. Theae are old facts 
and we all know it. I^si year we bad to depend on previona unspent 
balancea and it is hardly neceeaary to say with what result. Wa were 
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in for a financial readjustment and revision of u-. thi 

Meeton Committee. We approached the Uovernliieul of ludia^for finan- 
cial help and reconsideration of our position ; but vre achieved very poor 
resulf. We adopted the alternative and have had riH^ourse to fresh anu 
additional taxation. But will that improve our position i' We art 
decidedly of opinion that if things are allowed to go in its present con- 
dition the result will be a heavier deficit year after year. 

Circumstanced as we are now, it is not only a question of vanishing 
balances and pros|)ectivc deficit but one of tiuuiicial eihuuNtiun and 
final crash. 

Let it be clearly understood that the embarrassing reality in the 
financial position of Bengal cannot be got over by any mukesbift arrange- 
ment. A top-heavy administration and without a practical programme 
of w-ork for the development of the resources of the country, which only 
can bring in additional revenue, W’ill never be able t4> diseiituiigle itsell 
from a financially embarrassing position. 1 have te|>eutedly urged that 
the Reforms must be worked by re-forming our own housi* and by effect- 
ing retrenchments. A policy of hesitancy will Ins of small avail. 

But now' to a few details. 

Under Excise there has lieen an increase under the head lnsptHl4>r» 
and Sub-Inspectors. The budgeted estimate in lUiil-vli w a.s Its, 
but the estimates shew an increase by H». l,4<>,ytHK This item of in- 
crease in expenditure goes directly against the jxilicy of careful expendi- 
ture. Similarly m G (d), we find there ha.H been an inc reuse by Rs. 

This is no proof of willingness for retrenchment. 

Provision has Iwen made for Ministers’ salary at the rate ol 
Rs. 5,3:iS per month. The Council will objw t to it. 'I here hirs been 
good deal of discussion on the subjent and in the coming official year, 
I would like to see the Hon’ble Ministers rise above financial considera- 
tions and abide by the wishes of the |>eople in the mutter of their pay. 
We would prefer that the Council be not asked to irniwse its will upon 
U^e Ministers. The dignity of the Mini.slers’ position re<|uires them to 
recogniee the voice of the people and make sacrifice in public interest. 

The expenditure on the pleadership examination should not lie allow- 
ed to be a charge on the public revenue. It has to lie disallowed. 

Scant justice has been done to mtntsferuil officers. Uoveriimeut has 
totally ignored the recommendation of the Council and very poor pro- 
vision has been made in the Budget. Assuredly this will create dis- 
satisfaction and discontent among the large nwtnl»er of ministerial officers 
who fnlly deserved better consideration ; and to add insult to injury they 
will be allowed nominal increase of pay not from April, 1^21, but fitmi 
•April 1922. Wha^an irony of fatef 

Under Registration the budgeted figure for 1921-22 under teniporary 
eetaUisbnienU was Rs. 1,86,900; but now it appears to Imve been 
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ki. 2,20,t)00. XraTelli^g allowances were shown to be Es. 19,800 and 
this was lUso increased to lis. 28,900. Details justifying these increases 
are not forthcoming and that is to be regretted. The departme]^t has 
got inspectors. It may seem a puzzle to man}*, why district sub-regis- 
trurs are also refjUJred to go out for insperl joij of lural sub-registry 
o&ces. In the last Budget, there was an inadequate amount of pro- 
vision of only Ks. 75,01)0 for revision of pay of sub-registrars. Curiously 
enough the Budget for 1922-2‘1 has made no provision of the kind and 
there will be a keen disappointment among the sub-registrars all over 
Bengal. The Hon’ble Minister, Mr. I*. C. Mitter, observed on the 15th 
March, 1921 (pages 110-117, J^egislative Council Proceedings, Volume 
5)~ 

By fsr tlio most important item of new expenditure is Ks. 75,000 on account of 
Uie rcvimon of pay of nub- registrars, the pay and proHpocts of other sert'iceB have 
been iinproi-ed, but no re-udjustment iias xet b<HOi made in the rase of sub> registrars 
to enable them to mwt the increast'd cost of living * * * * 

I confidently hojie that the Ilon’ble Minister in charge will be pleased 
to tell us when and how he is going to improve tlie pay and prospects ot 
the sub-registrars. Tlieit < laiiii to recognition and fair treatment in the 
mutter of pay can no longer be ignored. 

It has to Im* admitted that Bengal is woefully behind other provinces 
in the matter of iriigatioii works, lirigatiou works projierly designed 
and executed have never proved unpri»du< tive, but always proved helpful 
to raiyats and agriculturists. I am afraid I shall not }>e allowed to say 
more on this point owing to the time-limit. 

I am strongly of opinion that law' anti order should be pre.served, and 
what is more I am an ardent ailvocate of the policy of preserving law 
and order. 1 go further and say that the Exei utive, Judicial and Police 
braiu'beH of the public service, are the most essential limbs of the ad- 
ministration and law . so say, sboubl alway-' be kept in efficiency — nay 
in dignified efficiency, fiut 1 do not find any justification for not entering 
nu emphatic pnilest against limitless exjienditure on the basis of the 
theory of law and onler. To lie expHcit. it is evident that the growirtg 
expenditure on Police is exieeding all reasonable proportion. The 
following figures will sjieak for itself. 

The actuals for 1920-21 did not exieed Its. 1.05, 47. 145. The Bud- 
get estiittate for 1922-20 shows the amount Rs. 1,89,87.000. The actual 
for 1920-21 for Presidency. Thdice did not exceed Rs. 28.57,(ri0. Of the 
budgeted amount of Rs. .T2,9I,{KX) for Presidency Police the Calcutta 
Police takes Rs. 27,22,000. The Calcutta Police fori'e haa 64 inspeotom, 
10.1 sub-inspec'tors, 141 sergeant#, who draw* alwiut the same salary as the 
Indian sub-inspectors. 462 assistant sub-inspectors and head constables. 
8,474 constables, etc. * 

Then again, the estimated expenditure in 1922-21 on works in pro- 
greas for the Police will come op to Rs. 4,79,000. 
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Owing to the revision of the pay of constables the expenditure on 
account of their pay during the current year is likely to exceed the sane- 
tione4 allotment by about Rs. 5,(KK(HK». 

This increment which was long overduh was sanctioned in the year 
1920, and yet it was not shown in the last Rudget. We ha\e the nghl 
to know the reason why. The Hon’ble Member for Finance tells us that 
the only noticeable item in the revised estimates for 1921-22 is an addi- 
tional provision of Rs. 2,o4,(WM) on account of extra polii'e urningemente 
to meet the present political situation and besides, a provision of al»oul 
Rs. ],(X),00() has also l>een made on aci'ount of increased permanent force. 
And all this ha.s been done while the Poliie Itetremhment ('ommittee 
is still engaged in dealing with the ('ost of l*oiice administration. Sure- 
ly, the situation is more than instructive. 

Illiterac\' of the nurses ought not In continue for all time to come. 
It retjuires earnest and systematic efforts, initial ivimess and fund to re- 
move this illiteracy and we are lacking in all these. It can he stated 
however that the Hon’ble Minister for Kducalion is trying his best to help 
the pefiple who are illiterate. 

The recommendations of Wordsworth Cominittee have not l>eon pro- 
vided in the Rudget. This is a retrograde movement. 

The provision of Rs, 21,CMK) made in the Rudget for the apjwiint- 
ment of a Director of Fisheries for Reiigul should be disallowed. Tha 
past achievements <»f the department is a]mf>Ht tul, and the appointment 
of u Directm- on a high .salary will be a mere waste of public 
revenue I bclic'c wc liavc :iln*ad\ got m«in* than rjnc SojH'ruilendenl 
of Fisheries and they are enough for the Department. It will be appro- 
priate and advantageous both from hnuncial and other pf>ints of view that 
the Director of Agri( ulture be alsf) vested with power of diriH’ting and 
supervising the work of the Fisheries T)epart merit In many counirtet 
of the world the DepaVtrnent of Fisheries is only a branch of the Agri- 
cuitural Department, and is worked under the direction of the head of 
the latter department. I do not know why a ileparture from this sounri 
policy has been made in this country. 

r 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY BahMiur: I congratulate the 
Hon'Kle the Finance Memlier for the drawing up of the Rudget with 
skill and tart. In an ordinarv year, we have had nothing to aay, but aa 
this is the second year that we are met with a huge deficit, it is high 
time for us to offer some suggestion and , remarks only to guide the 
adroioistration properly and thus to ensure the success of the Reforms. 
From the estimatedgpgures it appears that in the next year our deficit* 
will amount to Rs. 120 lakhs; meet this deficit it is prop<»sed to raise 
about Rs. 140 lakbs by new taxation, and admitting that the new taxa- 
tion Bills be safely passed, then there may be a surplus of Rs. 20 lakbs 
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in the next year'e Bud;ret. The eetimated cloeing balance of this year 
is Re. 63f lakhe or in round number Be. 60 lakhs. Therefore, the adveree 
balance for 1922-20 will stand at Bs. 60 lakhs provided we spend up 
the whole balance in hand. . This fact is sufficient for my friends here 
ill the (’ouncil to tell that without further taxation, even the general 
administration of the province will be stranded. 

My next argument is that to ask money from the people and to pay 
them nothing in return by way of services is imprudent. The Budget, as 
it has Wn frankly admitted by the Hon’ble Member, contains no con- 
structive programme for the general welfare of the country. The extra 
charges will be re<iuired only to meet the ordinary expenses of administra- 
tion. Of the Its. 10 crores for expenditure in the ensuing year’s Budget, 

00 per cent., I believe, is really “ irreducible minimum ” as I beg to 
remind the House that under the (iovernment of^India Act 721) — “Salar- 
ies and |H*fisions of iM^rsons ap]K>inted by Secretary of State with the 
approval of His Majesty, salaries of the judges of the High ('ourt and of 
the A<lv(j( u(e-(ienerul “ are beyond the cMintrol <»f this House. Moreover, 

1 quite agree with the Hoii'ble Member that in regard to their appoint- 
ments, we are under some pledges, which we cannot thoughtlessly 
violate. But to return to my arguments I must say that we should 
approach the people with a constructive programme first and then we can 
ask th<*ni to ppy something more for the servi(‘es th«*v will receive. My 
point is very clear. They have been paying for the cost of the general 
administration, to ask them to pay more is impolitic, but to ask them 
to pay more for the sen-ices they will receive is statesmanlike. 

I therefort' profKise not to draw upon the halaroes any more to 
meet the ordinary charges. Last year in my note to the 
Budget discussion I suggested to sp«‘tid the balance in hand in improving 
the sanitary conditions of the province. This year also I repeat the same 
thing and if we do it We shall he able to present the province with a 
constructive programme. Then we shall l>e morally justified to approach 
them with the cpiestion of further taxation. Perhaps they will have no 
grounds to murmur. The estimated cost receipts from the new taxa- 
tion is about Us. 140 lakhs. The estimated deficit of the ensuing year’s 
budget is Rs. 120 lakh.s. Making room for untoward events, it is expected 
that, the revenue will exactly cover the expenditure, even if there be 
no surplus. 

Here I may be temptctl with a happy picture of ooncessions from 
the Central Government, but I cannot believe in this illusion ns I did 
not in the last year. That Government cannot do anything more foi 
us than already pi-oinised. All that we can hope is the perpetual 
• surrender of our contribution. It is safe there^re, to build up our 
expectations and calculations on this somewhat eound basis than to 
frame notions on the future hopes which are like building castles in tbe 
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B^trenchment, as 1 have shown, is im[>ossible#in GO jier cent, cases. 
But 1 do not lielicve that retrenohinent is impossible, and the ti^ures 
arriveck at on the expi'nditure side are really “ irriHliu ible.” I fully 
advocate the expenses that will be necessary for the ilejMirtments like 
Jail, Justice and Police, which preserve the pnmary rijrhU ot ciiixens, 
a little luxur\ even if there be found cun be tolerated. Hut 1 ani 
extremely opposed to show any clemency to other deiiartinents, the 
curtailment of expenditure of which has l>ecoiiie ui^»'ently necessar\ . 
The Public Works Department, like the prcnligal son, are spfuultii)^ money 
without any con.sideralion. Last year, in my note to the budget dis- 
cussion 1 wanted to draw the attention of the members of this House to 
this huge exjx.*ndituie and advocated drastic retnuichmenl. Similuily, 1 
think the sum pioMded for in the next year’s Hudget for survey and 
settlement openitions is tim high A sum foi the realisation of dues 
can be given to this dei^irt merit and not more. In this remark, 1 beg 
to remind the House that though there is the appaVent iiurease in the 
totals in the tlepai tment*' like IMucation, Me<lieal and Pulilir Health, the 
real distrilmlion of monev for measur<‘H t<i impiove the moral and 
material condition.s of the |HM*ple has suffered retrenehiuent , as the figures 
for have been based rii those of the levised estimate of this year. 

The figuref> of tlie.-^e depai fluents can be put to tlie original budgeted 
figurt‘.s of J 9‘J 1 -I.*!.’, if some curtailments 1m* made in the exj>enditure 
of the Departiiifiit of Agiicultui** and Industrie** which i" making un- 
necessary heavN claim** upon the national funclh. I he savingx whii'h will 
accrue from the (urtailment cjf ex jienditure in the (’ivil Work*. Kslimates 
and in suspending survey and '*«•! tleinerit openitions exc epting those whic h 
are absolutely neces>at\ for the* lealiHutioii of dues, rniglit be kept njiurl 
aa the probable savings or tin* balanee in blind fc»r the next year, to 
enable us to c'ontir.ne the operations whic’h w'e will begin this year with 
the amount whn h we ha\e now' in hand. 

Thus I conclude, that the iidvi-rse balance c»f K-* (ct) lakhs for the 
next year must be met with not falling upon the balance in band, but 
from retrenc hment of similar amount to l»e effected from the departments 
like the Public Work.s. Survey and Sf»ttlement, Registration and other! ; 
I quite agree with the Hon’ble MemlM*r that the probable revenue to be 
derived from the new taxation must be left out cif account for the preaent. 
In our supplenientarv budget, which we will have Iwfore us, after the 
paaaing of the taxation Bills, we will make provisions for the sanitary 
improvements of this province, 1 he estimaU*d revenue from this source 
is about Es. 140 lakhs. Making room for untoward events, it can safely 
be put at B«. 120 lakhs. Out of this sum, provisions for a fall in 
revenues from other departments and capital expenditure for Irrigation 
pan be made simultaneously with provisions for sanitary improvements 
and for a balance in^be next year. However, this can be best discussed 
at Ike time of the supplemenUrv budget. I want to draw the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that we shall no more live upon our balances 
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and a retrenchment t<% the amount of Rs. 50 lakhe ought to be made to 
make (uith Midea equal. 

Rai NiBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA BalUMitirs In all copscienoe 

it ia a melancholy bunineHn to discuss the budget estimates for the year 
1922-20, which are admittedly as yet incomplete.” The Hon'ble 
Finance Member, with his charai^teristic fairnes.s and frankness, told us 
lliat the present budget was not a ” production of which any one could 
be proud,” further, that it does not profes.s to do more than provide for 
the bare needs of the administration and makes no provision for ” new 
seiiemes.” It is admittedly a ileficit Iludget. 

All this was anticipated ; am! with a view to prevent a deadlock in the 
mlministratitui, this ('oum il agreeil to the introduction of the three taxa- 
tion Hills, which have just emerged from the Select Committees, in more 
aiceptahle and prcseiitahle shapes, though uguimit the well-know^n mu\im 
of sound IVilitical Kconomy with regart] to taxation. 

1 mean the maxim that no additional burden should be thrown upon 
the taxpayer, to meet the ordinal v purposes of administration. Hut, Sir, 

1 do not share the lobust optiiiii.siii of the Hou’ble tlie Finance Member, 
when he sai<l in the course of his speech in intiodiu ing the Hudget, that 
theie were good grounds to hope that this was the last of the deficit 
Hudgets. 1 wish it were so Though an optimist b\ nature, I cannot, 
tor the life of me. distover, after Vaiefulls scrulimsing the tacts and 
figures disclosed iii the Iludget, aii> trace of a single item, upon whic'n 
the sturdy aiul iiisjoring ojitimism <jt the llon’hle Member could be bused. 

However, we may ilephue over the unjust and ineiiuitable adjustments 
of the Meston Committee and whatever agitation we may get up to secure 
a more eipiitable readjhstnient. I am not prepared to share the hopeful- 
ness id some of our MemlHM> and Ministers, in thinking that the wrong 
done to u.s will be nghteti within a reasonable distance of time. All the 
provinces are up in arms against us, and provincial jeulou.sies have been 
itiused, by the beggarly dole of R.s. lakhs to us, I expect no relief ffom 
that quarter. We have to put our own house in order, by cutting the cost 
according to our own cloth. 

To convert an adversity budget into a prosperity one, either of the 
two fhings is es.sentiully necessary, i.r., either we must reduce out; 
expenditure by ruthle.ss retrenchments, to bed-rock limits or increase our 
revenue by developing inteiiNively the resources of our province; with 
regard to the latter alternative, we know that it means time and more 

investments, which we can ili-afford to spore at the present moment. 

• 

As for retrenchments, I am not at all prepared to accept the tpie 
* tiijrit of the Hoirble MembiT, who said that he had frame his proposals 
in a spirit of rigid and parsimonious economy and that the Finance 
Department had been compelled to fTame the departmental budgets ruth- 
lessly. The only retrenchment which may strike the eyes of even a 
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(ihmrfw of tho budget figuree h«« breu wtUi regard to coriaiii iteiiie 
of capiiai espenditore, such as the construction of buildingt elo., 
by t^e Public Works Department and the stoppage of oertain 
promi^ and expected increments to the salaries of some classes of 
public serrauts, such uh the sub>regtstrarM, the itinpectors of police in the 
mulassal, and the ministeriul officers. 

The Hon’ble the F intiiice Member gave exptesNinn ttt a sense of des- 
pair by saying that his hoj»e of getting sup|M»rt from the “ Standing 
Committees ” in the matter of retrenchment, had not lieen realised. I 
am. Sir, sincerely sorry, that un administrutoi like the Hoit'ble Meiiil»er, 
with his shrewd commonsense, bcsiness instim'ts mid widt* knowlcilgr oi 
human nature, should have luised his hofies u|>oii siirli unstable femnda' 
tion. The Standing Committees from their %'ery cxnistitution, and very 
narrow and limited outlcM^ks could never take a broader view of the 
entire finanriat fK»sitjon%nd to rc<onimeud rctrnichoients m the depart* 
ments to which they are attached* They only hmked to the efficiency and 
the needs of tlome department I'lirther, the\ were more or less domi- 
nated b> the offi<‘ial mol <]epm t mental elements They were not in a 
position “ to lo4ik lM»f<»re ami beliind " and to take a wider or more 
comprehen.sive view. Kvinywheie, separate retrenchment committees 
have l>een formed and anti-waste cumpaigiiH ImirichiMl. Hut un- 
fortunately for us. ever\ n^solntion for the foimution of such toinmittees 
lapsed. F.ven those of nn pa ti into fiieroK. who vehemently opjaised the 
taxation Hills and were exceedingly kinui nftei reducing the salaries of 
the M iriisters, did not consider it worth their wdiile to press for the (or- 
mati/^n of any such retrenchment coinmittiH*. 

The administration is to|>-heavv, the increments lately allowed to 
the higher bram lies of the I’uldic S<*rvices are out of pro|K>rtJon to their 
WiUirements,*’ and " the taxable ta|Micilies of tlie |ssn tax-pavers have 
been straiUeil to their utmost limits, et» have iMuoine < opylH>ok maxima 
md are iu everybiMly’si mouth; but there is no endeavour to atari a 
thorough examination of tlic diffenuit de|Nirtments and a study of their 
details. To single out imilated cases and to rec<»mmend rutting 
down " in them, appeals to nobody. It is set down to jealousies narrow 
views, insufficient knowledge and disregard for efficiency. 

If any drastic retrenchment is to Ih* effecte<l, if rigid economy is to 
be enforced and if the finances of the province have to W placed on nn\ 
solid and sound basis, e body of men, composed of experts, both 
official and non-official, should be appointed to go into every detail to 
look into every nook and corn»*r, to take evidence when necessary, to 
examine papers, to eollect and study stati^irs and ihe% to recommend 
wuys and means and the extent of retrenchments possible. If sucK a 
committee take* a full year and even more and necessitates a large 
amount of expenditure, in my bumble opinion, the time and money 
spent over such a oonuniitee wduld not be in vain. The iocfements 

a 
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allowed on ilie recomixendation of the Public Serrices Commisflion are 
hardly justified. The cireumataneeK have altered, the timea have changed 
and the recomraendatioiiM have coii»e(|uently grown antiquated. Then, 
with regard to wastage, can anyone in this (Council lay his hands ujk)u 
his breast and say that there ia no wastage and no useless and avoidable 
expenditure? Take, for instance, one department such as “ Stationery 
and Printing.” The amount budgeted for is 27,10,000, I do not 
think I would 1 h* challenged, if I say, that considerable savings can be 
effected, if things are managed in a business like manner and with strict 
regard to economy. T have heard from memWrs of the Bengal Civil Ser- 
vice both executive and judicial, that even the\ theros<dves consider that 
they have got more than tlieii ” deserts ” and the increments recently 
allowed have been l)eyond their exj»ectation. It is the firm belief of a 
considerable section of the community, that the scale of pay, pension and 
overseas alh>wunces recently introduced, were niore for placketing the 
memlH^rs of the Ini|>erial S<*rvice, to di.sarm their op])Ohition to the 
"Reforms,” than what was required by the exigencies of the time, such 
ns higher costs <if living, etc So the ” Reforin.s ” have conre to lx* 
asHO('iat4*d with greater ex|K*nditiire and the fat t \s being e\|)b»ited to 
curse the Reforms and not t4» " bless ” them. We all of ii.s know 
full well, that the |uesent " uiin»st ” in the countr\ is <lue mon* to 
ec(Uioinic causes than to aiu political piopagaiida and flie removal of 
those causes is the surest remedy for the present distempers of the 
Imm 1\ -iMilitic. Mere tink»*ring oi }»ut< hwork will not do. W<‘ 
Want albround retrenchm<*nt and stoppage of waste and extru- 
'ngaiKM* To my numl, the imtm*diate formation of a strong 
c.ommi(toe of retrenchment is the first step towards the con- 
summation. which we all so devontl\ wish for Last year, wluui I 
moved the nlxdition of th(‘ I’lshi'ries TK*j»iirtinent some member remarked 
that every civilised Oov(»rnment has such a de|xirtmcnt nrfd defeaU»d the 
motion by a narr(»w nmjorilv (’i\ilisc4i or uncivilised, 4 *verv (Govern- 
ment has to stand on its own legs ami gitt t^j }»e ahtoTinmous. The whole 
machinery demands a thorough overhauling from top to bottom. ^We 
must give a pull, u strong pull and a pull all together, to place it on 
the right back, to ensun' its smooth working. What n pity that we 
have no money to give to the Tiuversities and very little to sfiend on 
primorv education, f<» ivnmve the dens*' mass of illiteracy in the coun- 
try. and yet we glory in our civilisation! 

M RAOHA CHARAN PAL Saliadur: The boon of the Reformed 
constitution has brought in its train curse of bankruptcy. 
Almoat all the jiroviiu'es, induding the central Government, have been 
landed on the verge of a financial crisis. The tale is everywhere the 
si^e, the problem is universal~a problem of deficit, of excess of expen- 
diture over revenue. But BeogaTs predicament is the most serious and 
pitiful; here is an exceptional case, exceptional almost to the point of 
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desperation. Yet her mieerv is not her own creation altogether; it it the* 
child of the Montford Hefonns. the gift and awaitfof the Heaton and the 
Parliamentary ^oiut Committee. How she has lieen hit by the finan- 
cial mhl-adjustment ronse<|tient u|a>n the Ueforms is well-known and 
has be<ei discussed threadbare times without tiumlier. Out of a total 
approximate revenue of aliout JtO crf>res of ni|>et*s, the lion’s share of 
20 crores is appropriatwl hy the central Oovemment, and she is asked 
to take all this injustice lying down. Cnless this glaring injustice is 
redressed, there is little hope c»f recovery fn>m the financial stringency 
and stagnation, which has InnHi manifest in the Imdgets of two succes- 
sive years. 

The -present budget estimates for the next financial year disclose a 
deficit of Rs 120 lakhs as against the deficit of Us. 208 lakhs, with 

which the present financial \ear stariOd. The (lovernment niaehinery 

Would have coaM-il to fuaction unless there were the windfall of a gig- 
antic balance in hand -a Imlance 4if Hs .‘Mil lakhs, which repres4*nted the 
savings and cfMUioinies of wui lime at the e\|s*ns 4 * of devidopmetit , pro* 
grammes and provisions This gignnti<‘ halance saved the situation, 
and the Imlanf o has shrunk into Rs fidi lakhs at the < lorn* of the pn^sent 
year. Na\ . further than this, it will dwindh^ ilown still more to 

Rs 24 lakhs fir thenNilxnits, sime it is pro|Mise<l to rlip nit 4 > the Imlanres 

to the extent of IN 4<l lakhs during the next finant ial \ear and thereby 
reduce the deficit tn IN 80 lakhs ap|Kirently Halances are a rej«*r- 
v<»ir 4>f jHiwer an<l s 4 *< uritv, and ani 4*ncroachment iifsin this stronghold 
of financial strength should not Iw reganled with cninplaiHimt (M|imni- 
mitv. The geiH'Tal jsisition mav !>«» summed uf» as f<dlows, The deficit 
next vinir is hinlg4*t«si at IN 120 lakhs, and it is sought to N' reduced 
in its sine and magnitude to Rs .80 lakhs bv lapping the balances, that 
is to sav, by the transfer oi Rs 40 lakhs from the balances to the ex- 
penditure head 

This is a mere make-Udieve, an adroit manipulation of figur«^, 
whi 4 *h cannot nd» the Budget of the terrors of deficit. The deficit is 
there, and may lM*cc»me chronic for s<»me ymrs to come in spite of the 
assuranre of the Hon’ble the Finance MemlsT that “ there are g(Hid 
grounds f<ir ho|>e that this is the last of the defic it budgets ” that he 
may have to prewnt to (his (’ouncil. 

■The Budget is melancholy reeding from beginning to end; its 
features are dismal on all sides. We are told that there has l>een an 
appalling decrease f»f revenue during the present year to the tune of 
Rs. 76 lakhs, of which Rs. 52 lakhs occurs under the three main revenue- 
producing heads, namely, Isind Revenue fRs. 6,7<*1,600). Excise 
(Rs. 22 .80 ,060) and«Siamp (Rs. 22,00,000). Hi is is a very serious 
matter and bodes ill of the future. It does not warrant the hope that the 
present dnlneaa and stagnation wHl sulwide in the immediate future and 
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* the pro/ipect of recovery will be in sight There is scute economic dw- 
tresB and onreat in fhe country. Political discontent is abroad. The 
atmosphere is electric with a political ferment, almost unprecedented 
in its proportion and intensity in this land. The popular mind is 
charj^ed with bitterness on account of the repressive policy of the Gov- 

'emment ; and there is a movement afloat to resist taxation. Further, 
there is trade slump and industrial unrest. Under these circumstances, 
he would indeed Ik* a bold man, who would venture to prophesy or fore- 
cast the return of normal conditions of revenue in the immcKliate fut- 
ure. V'<»u cannot expect a boom in stamp and excise, two fruitful 
sources of revenue, for years to come. 

liitigation is on the wane, and so is the craving? for intoxicants. 
Bentral is indeed to he ron^rratulated on the appreciable decline of revenue 
under these two heads. The loss of revenue is the measure of the pain 
in moral stature and st renpth. ^ 

The Ffon’hle the Finance Meml»er proi>OM«rs to nieet the reduced 
deficii of Rs. 80 lakhs from the exjxM'ted revenue of R.s. 140 lakhs or 
so, which he ho|>eM to derive from the pro|KVHed new taxation projects. 
This is countinp the chickens liehu'e they are liatclnMl The financial 
measurcM arc mere cxjMTiments, How thev will cj|HMatc in practice is 
yet in the lap t)f the future. Whether the\ will fetch the amount esti- 
mated (»r much less is more than one can sav lust at this moment. 
Hence it is har.ardous to lx? ovei-Hanpuinc as to then ]>ros|)ective pro- 
reed.H at this stape Ytm eanm>t \erY well buihl up \our hopes on the 
estimated proccixls of these taxes to ward off future deficits. Besides 
the revenue, whatever it may amount to. so deriveil from the introduc- 
tion of the new tuxes (annof la* coiisidenMl a.s a j»ermanent addition to 
the revenues of Benpal. Should the financial injustice to Beiipal he 
riphted, both the Government and the Touncil oiipht to withdraw them 
at the earliest opportunity. Th<“»e are mere tcm|M»rjir>' measures resort- 
ed to to tide over an iiufx'mlinp crisis I tHdieve T am correct in say- 
i^p that it was with this view that .several memloers pave their support 
to tht*se Bills when they were intro<1uced. Hence the surplus on which 
the Hon'ble the Finarux* Memlx»r builds s<» much hope is after all a 
very precarious thinp. 

The Hoirhle the Finance Memlx'r has refened to the use of the 
pnimnp-knife in connection with the biidpet e.stimates. The revised 
estimates show a savinp af Rs. (>8,00.(K¥) over the oripinal estimates of 
expiMidiiur»». This has l»een effecterl in view of the financial sirinpency, 
and IS a step in the ripht direction, llut the (|uestion‘may he pertinently 
asked; “Where has retrenchment been effected?** Is ft in the 
repion of esUhlishment and oflire.s or in that of sanitary and edtica- 
tiont! schemes? The Reformed Goxemment wjth its hierarchy of 
officials, and functionaries of various types and prades, with its |dethoni 
of Executive Councillors. Ministers, ^cretaries. Assistant Secretarios 
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and Under-Seen* taries, haa proved to lie a veritaflle white ele|>liant for 
the alender reawirrea of thin provinc'e. If aalurtea awullow up the 
largeataalice of the revenue, the ho|K* of atampin^ out malaria, spread- 
ing maul education, the provision of water-supply, of developing indus- 
trial and commercial (Hluration mn»t ala'iiys remain a day dream. !u 
place of one liieutenant-(iovern(»r and a (^hief S«*cn*tary with a few 
othem for the whole of Hengal, Hihar and Orisina. Bengal alone is now 
aaddle<l with several MemlaMs and Ministers in addition to a host of 
SeiTctaries. Assistant Si*rn*tiiries and rnder-S«»rrctanes and other staff. 
Kuthlcss retrenchment must Is* the order of the day, or no relief cun 
come to the financial stnngencv of |i(*ngal. Why not cut down and 
reduce .suta^rfluous fat IsTlhs, ‘sine4 ur«»s like Divisional ('omniisaioner- 
ships, Roanl of Revenue MeiulM^rships and many other sindi tinnecea- 
sary ]wisfs? 

It is false economy to nsluce ex|»enditure on ahrount of progres- 
sive schemes of development, such as are calculated to imprtoe the 
material and moral conditions of the life of the |»eople. What will the 
Ilon’hle Ministers do if they are not in a |a»sition to carry on their 
lH*n<*fi«'ent work in tlu‘ nution-huilding de}airtmenta, u|a»n which so 
much stress is laid iMith in their s{)ee('hc*s and in their r<*aolutions P 

As the preiauit Hudg«>t is not a complete one. and a supplementary 
one is pro|a)scd to Ik* issued showing the dis}a>sal of the ex|>e<’te<l sur- 
jilus of Rs 60 lakhs or so, one is not justihin! in dwelling further on the 
details of the Budget^ and, therefore, I would refrain from eomment- 
ing on the details at the present moment, eicept a few iieno* ujK>fi 
which I think it my duty to say a few words. 

In the first phoe, as I ha\e said, the Uital cost <»f a4liii mist rat ion 
has risen enorinoush . It will la* s<M*n that coinjwired with 1920-21. the 
expenditure in that year was Rs 9 crores and IT lakhs, while the 
budget for the ensuing year shows Rs. 10 crorea and 22 lakhs, and us 
has i>een stated h\ the Hon’ hie Memlier, this is the minimum budget 
that has Iieen preparerl for the purposes of carrying on the everv-day 
administration. I lielieve, therefore, that this exceas of one crore of 
rupees is due «adply to the increase in establishment charges. Then 
the re-f>rganisation of the services, as far as I have been able to asi’er- 
taln, has actually cost more than Rs. 96 . 00,000 and the hulk of this 
increaae is due to the increase of salary and additional staff. Then 
there is another item : of course it is not possible for us to gel exact 
figures. This increased expenditure is partially also due bi the rates 
of postage and telegraph having been inerMsed by the Orrremment of 
India: they come to very considerable sums, whteb are included under 
the head ** Contract.* 1 believe there should be some arrangement 
by which these rates can be reduced to the relief not only of our local 
GoTtmuienU but also of the other local Goyemmente, because after 
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aU thf* local (iovernifkentH are |»art aiul parcel of the central Govern- 
ment, and I do not think that the name ratea of postage and telegraph 
should lie levied as are levied on the outside people. There ^will be 
an appreciable reduction in the charges if concessions are granted in 
this respect by the Government of India. I do not know whether the 
local Government is in a iHisition to make a representation to this 
effect to the Governmeiit of India. 

Then, under the head “ Reforms.” the travelling expenditure 
including that of the members of this Council has risen from a few 
thousands to one lakh of rujiees. 

The Police Budget, as is usual — but T do not want to disturb the 
equanimity of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler — has also increased by 
the modest sum of Us. fii lakhs, in spite of the addition that we made 
towards the Wginning of this year. 

Then turning to the education budget, I 'find that there are very 
interesting figures 

[Here the s|K*aker having reached the time-limit had to resume 
his seat. ] 

Batiu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: Cast year this time, in 
connection witli tlie general discussion of the Budget. 1 said — 

laistly. I desire to rrsiiectftilly submit that the policy of the Budget ahould lie 
ao framed that larjte wn'tiomi of the I'ank and file on »hi(h depends the strenKth 
of the nation, may not Ik* deprived of their due share of State help and pntronaKc 

That was like a cry in the wilderness and it was IhiuikI to \n* so; 
for indeed it would 1 h' the maddest folly in me to exfit'ct a sudden 
departure from the stert*oty|ied poliey which was being pursued for 
IfiO years or more. 

Let me illustrate my point hy a reference to the Budget under dia- 
cUHsiou. The princi^tl heads of rt*venue in the budget estimate for 
1925fc-2'l show the following: — 

Land Uevemie — 3 crores ayd odd 
Kxc’ise — Alsiut 2 erores 
Stamps — 2 erores and odd. 

, For«»st — 21 lakhs and odd. 

Registration— 21 lakhs and odd. 

Along with these figiirt^s, let us take an account of the population. 
Now. it Ih well known that at present Bengral contains about 46 millions 
of |ieoj>le. Of these about 23 millions are Muhammadans and 21 mil- 
lions are Hindus. Of these 21 millions again, no leas than 10 to 14 
millions are what are generally deacribed as the backward rlstnrs 
Now my iwiiit is that although these 10 to 14 billions of people, as 
a^culturists iwying rent, as litiganU paying court-fees and in 
diTorae other waya pay a considerable 4ai to the coffers of the SUte, 
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they do not perhaps get even one-thouMindth j^irt of their due share 
of StAte help and patronage. It might l>e in the nH'ollectioii of mem- 
bers of this Council that last year an alten^ation ensvuMi about the 
alloi'ation of grants to different communities. Habu Surtnidra Nath 
Mallik* amongst others, said: “Then I r<»me t«> our next enemy, 
equally old and e<(UHlly well known and that is the impro|H'r and un- 
just division of puhlir n* venues among the different etmimunities.“ 
To this Mr. Camph^dl Forrester nqdied: “ I have hearil several 
remarks in this rioineil purtuulnrly fnmi Itabu SunMulra Nath Mallik, 
along with many others, who have inferred that gross iNirtiality has 
been shown to Kun)p<'ans and js»int to the grunts given t»» Kalimpong 
( Ks. 80,000), Kurseong (Hs. 40.000t and the lrf)n»to t'onvent 
(Us. 20,rKK)).” That means alKint Ks. 2 lakhs out of 16 lakhs or one- 
eighth has Iw'en given to the Kur<j|H*un r»*presi»ntative srhisds Now 
Sir, under the < in iinistanres, I laiinot n'tiiain silent any longer. I am 
absolutely imjmrtial in this matter and like Mr.- Stark wisli to wm 
justii e done I want to see fair play and like to" get to l»ed-roek. With 
that objiH't in Mew I W(»uld like to know what |>ro|H)rtion r>f the ineome- 
tax is paid hy the Kuroisnin British tax-|siyer. lVrha|>s the HorFhle 
MeriilsT for l inanre would answer M\ objeet in quoting these )sissuges 
at elalsirute length to join handH with Mr Forrester in the r(H|u««st that 
the taxes jKiiil hv different eonimunit les might U* known to memls'rs so 
that justice nia\ be rl<»ne to different eoiiimunities us is surelv the desire 
of all ineinbers of this f’ouncil. Su fur us mere sweet words ara con- 
rerned, I admit that fr<jjii the highest rulers <»f the pruvinee to the so- 
called Is'agues, e\er\ <»ne show- sMiipathv with the condition of the 
backward classes Hut when the time bu pra<tical action comes, all 
symjattby evajsirates Mere sweet words I'oiint for nothing and figures 
like those in the present Hudg^'t are <*om Itisive evidoio e of the men- 
tality of the (fovernment. In other parts of India, notably in Madras, 
Mysore and HorabaN, numerous fiw sc bolarsbiiHi, fnn* hostels and tlov- 
crnment ernplowiients* have been generously given Ui the backward 
classf^ and thus justne done to tbmii 1 think this jHiint ought tf» Is* 
carefully remuinWred bv (iovemment — both the reserved and trans- 
ferred side# — if they have any resf>ert for justice and fair play. 

It has been said (hat we are a dying nice and that if deaths c>on- 
tinue at the same rate at which they are now doing, it is only a matter 
of arithmetical calculation, as to when Bengalis will cease to exist. 
This was said, it must he remembered, when there was no problem of 
water-hyacinth. This new menaie to civilisation has addMl fresh 
complexity to this already difficult problem. The other day a ques- 
tion was put in the Council to the effect ihat owing to water-hyacinth, 
Eastern Bengal, which was once very healthy, has Wn Woming more, 
unhealthy daily. Wie Hon'ble Minister replied hy saying that this 
queation showed a wrong conception of the duties of the provin- 
cial Govemmeni. The proper, anthority to tackle the question of 
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wat<.r.h.\ac-intli wan n<V the provincial Oovemmont hut the dutnrt 
boarda and that Ooveniment waa willing to help in the teat pomible 
way. Hnt 1 auhmit. Sir. that the peat of watet.hy»yinth la not {fraci- 
(lua enough to aeknowle<lge technical argnmaiita. You throw the 
renfionHihility (in the slionldern (»f the diftlrict iMMird and the district 
boards «‘nd the file hack to you. But in the meantime water-hyacinth 
spreads, malaria extendH its scoiie, and the same tale of deaths is told 
with increa.Hcd vijrour. Sir. I submit this is not the riprht spirit in 
which a Minister of the transferred Government should look at a 
(luestion. with which the life and death of a nation is closely woven. 

With rejrard to the (|uhstion of public health, the policy that has 
l>een pursued so lonjr and that is lieing pursued even now has touched 
only a small part of the iKipulation, that lives in towns— the present 

policy beifijf to ofS'ii u|> dis|¥‘nHaries here and there, to put a doctor 

here and there, and to send as many as nii^rlit^come, there. But this 
jKilicy is so exiK*nsive tjiat it is very doubtful whether even within 50 
years the whole of Beiipil will come within the ranjfe of medical relief 
or not. ltecentl\, a ri'solution moved by my friend Babu TIem i/han- 
dra Naskai has Immmi accepted by Government which shows that Gov- 
ernment are desirous of trvinir Ayurvedic and I nani systems. It is 

known that tiu‘se systems are cheajier. Ayurvedii* medicines cost 

almost next to nothiiifr. 1 think a conference of all kinds of Medical 
and Avurvedic practitioners oujrJit to lie imiHimI by Hie Minister-in- 
cburjre to explore this (piestion. 

1 do not Hii\ iiiUf li (*f priiiiari (*ducatioii ina'iiniicb as I know the 
entbusiaHin witli v^liicli meml»erH uiianimouslN desire its uiiiversul ex- 
tension As for nnsolf, 1 adhere to llie principle. “ NotbiiiK like pri- 
niarv education.” and to me any delav in its spread — by whatsoever 
exi’use whether of inone> or of jKilicy- is criminal in view of the fact 
(hut no improvement whether in health or spirit of Benina) can be effected 
without it. 

Ill conclusion, 1 plead for a broader outl(M>k — an outlook that 
deli>?lits in s«¥'injr justice and fair play done to all communities. So 
loll#?, tlie j¥)lic\ that jruided the Government had been hesed on the 
total f or jjet fulness t>f the simple fact that a nation in India lives in 
villafires and as a rt‘sult we have jfot only aindogies and not the real 
inaterilil in every dejwrtment whether of Public Health or of Educa- 
tion. Now, when real power has been transferred to us in the nation- 
huildinff departments, I hope villafres would be the pole star, as it 
wert\ by which to {^uide our actions and policies. 

Baby FANHiDBALAL Di S T must candidly say that the second 
*finaiirial year of the Reformed era also beyrins with«n outlodk as dismal 
as it could possibly be. I do not share the Hon’ble Fiiumoe Member*! 
optimism that our evil days are well nigh over and a panacea hna been 
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lound in ike new tMuition Billa ; I admit. 1 do not j^Mtataa tliai bciuyancy 
of ■pint. On tbe rontrAn . I believa that trouhted timaa art atill ahead. 
The expertation front tkepew taxcN may not mature and even if they do, 
unforeseen euierfreiir> e]^|landiturea, poAKihle every moment in these day* 
of unresf, may ahsiub it up. leaving us in the same plight aa before. 
The reoieily ought to be a different one and the nalvaiiou is to be found 
through an entirely different channa). The Hon’ble Finanra llemlier 
complaiiiH that it i.s not |Mmsible to show a |H>vrer of imagination and 
■igns of ( oiiHtnK'tivi* programme in a defirit budget. It may be true for 
the individual, who does iinl> the methanical figure-work at the heheMt 
of others : it is luit so. lojaever. for a IsMiigii (iovernment. Only in snrh 
abnormal times, ran the ronstrurtive genius and a foresight be ahowii, Iw 
it by bold steps in the direr t ion of nithless retrenchment of all uniieres- 
■ary expenditure or by the imposition of judicious taxation. 

Farts are solid things# Kver since the Heform Art 'has lieeii put 
into ojM'rntioii, wr have heanl an intoleniblr deal ulsiut our naiinn-htiild- 
ing deparfments and all they run or might do Nothing, however, has 
collie out of these bombasts. Money is to be found first, but that is not 
coming f(>rtli It runnot come under the existing cir< umsUnces. (tn the 
revenue side of tiur Budget, as it is, there is hardly any item cut»iible of 
considerable exfiansion. but there appears to be no iiUitement or xisible 
limit t<i our ex|>en(iiture. It is an admitted fact that taxation in tlie 
Province has reacheil sui h a point iM^yoiul which it cannot safely be allow- 
e<l to |uisH Before submitting to fresh imposition, the pcuph* must feel 
that evcrv possible effort has been made in the direition of econotiiN and 
that tliey are getting their rnone\ \ worth The irony of fate, however, 
is, that in spite td the crushing burden, every prot»osiil that is cnlcuhited 
to b^Miefit the half-fed, mularia-stru ken uixl utterly illiterate musses or to 
better the hard lot of the pisir clerks or stdiisil masters, have to lie inde- 
finitely (Mistponed or entirely abandoned, while the revenue wniiig out of 
the iinjmverished peojile is lieing spent in pampering adniinistnilive 
anomalies. 

There is a firm-nsiteil belief in the country that iti our top-heavy 
administration there are exfiensive departments and princely-salaried 
ptists which rail fie safely alK»lishe<l and amalgamated without impairing, 
in the least, the effii ienry of the administration. They lielieve (bat this 
is one of the primary nnises of our laid finance. Strange to say. that in 
spite of mutinuous hammering, an inquiry rould not lie taken up. not to 
■peak of any Miving in this direc tion.- Indeed the Finance Member 
announced some retrenchments, but they were only in grants and not in 
the eatabliabments about which the complaint is so bitter. There was 
■ttll Home hope that a move will be made in this direc tion in the Budget, 
but here again there if nothing but disappointment. I have now begun 
to believe that il thia aort of thing peiwisU and if the members of the 
highar aarrioae keep on drawing. ealariet whieh it at once an envy and 
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' amaieroent of the ciVli*e<l there cannot be any ladical improve- 

ineut in our finamee and money for essential needs of the people will not 
b« found by taxation alone. f ' 

I'he a«Het of a country is its people, healthy; confented, and educated 
tn civic dutien. It in not sound MtuteMiiiunship to if^nore that and it is a 
positive mistake to nejflect to look after those requirements. 

(‘oiiiinj^ to the actual Ifudj^et, I find the form a distinct improvement 
fivei that of the last year. Many items which were unintelligible to the 
unacf usloiiied minds and which causpfl a lot of trouble have been made 
cleai and lucid in the present lludget, and our sincere thanks for that 
are due to the h'inunce Member. The spirit, however, remains the same 
and we fiml the same ineijuituhle and unfair distribution of the revenues, 
between (he transfeiTed and the leserved group.s, to (>f>§ per ( ent. The 
f ase IS U hit worse this yeui, be< aiisp in the lust Hudget the percentage.s 
weie d > and (>o. In spite of all we h<*ard lif»m ^le Finance Member about 
the liniilutifui of these pr<»por(ions, 1 am in< lined to believe that lhe\ 
sIhiw us the trend of affairs. This is c erlaiidy disf ordunt with the sjiirit 
of the Iteff unis, (he suc< ess of which flepeiids entirely on how the depart- 
ments, tiunsferred to popular ciuitrol, are worked. 

The lloirble Mfunher seems to have been rather very (autious in the 
statement of the projiosed reeeipls of the next \ear. This is undoubted- 
h due to the bitter experience of the last year. The income-tax lias 
viinishefl from th<* list, so much Uie lietter. There is no g«K>d in making 
assignments and counter-assignments unless there is any material 
gain out of it. The sum under the Faiid Uevenue is the maximum expect- 
ed undfT the eiim uiiistanees and thi.s ('an only be realised if the 
conditions are ideal, which is far from (he actual facts. In Kxcise tts) the 
estimate appears to be gieuter than what l an be reasonably expected. 
The major jKjrtion of this revenue i.s from country li(jUors and afK>ut TO per 
(cnt. of that is consumed in and around Calcutta. The conditions of 
trade have not improved, the mills are wrorking short time and above all 
there is the vigorous anti-drinking propaganda, which is fast taking a 
firm Indd in the country. I would therefore consider the autbofities 
lucky if they can realise, next year, the amount shown in the revised 
estimate of 19i.M-’.?2. 

Stamps, again, I apprehend, will share the same fate. With the 
inriyase in the charge for. and the growing apathy of the people to, 
litigation, the Judit'ial stamps will not certainly fetch as much as is 
expected; while if the presenei depression in business continues, the 
Oeneral stamps will also follow suit. 

After ail, everything will depend upon the political atmosphere of the 
country. If the present unrest and turmoil continue even this coaaenra- 
tive estimate of the Finance Member will not mai|^rialise. 

Turning to the expenditure side, we 6nd the same old story of the past 
years repeated in their entirety. There ia no perceptible improvement 
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in it; tlie Finiwce MeiiiJ^er wiyn that th«Mv oaiiiipi h<* any in a <Uaficit 
Budget. There S h the same old Hpirit of tinkering, a dole here and a dole 
there, Jmt most of tlte*it», unfortunately, gravitate towanls the big hole 
in out hnaiu'iul ayatem and thereby lost to the }ieople. The little inereaae 
shown in several item^ is |»i*rluipK the norniui thing in the liine-st'ole 
arrunjtement of salaries in the estublishiiients and nothing more. Two 
jiuints are, however, Wi itli noting In M*xeial of the major hetuU, like 
Police, (reneral Adnunisiruf ion iiiul Administration of Justice, while the 
voted portions have remained the same us U'fore or have decreased even, 
the non-voted amounts liave r(uisjderahl\ imreuseil. An* we losing the 
newly aetjuired rontrol over the puise <»f the Provineay Another }K)iiit, 
equally striking, hiit more unfortunate is, that in spite of the provisions 
made in the Inst Budget. nothing has l>een dona in 
the direetion of umelioruting the niisene.s of the p(»orly*paid 
ministerial estuhlishine^its, the menihers of the Subordinate 
Faliuational Seivne and also of the Hegistration Department, 
(tf all men they needeil relief first, hnt b\ a rruel inmy of fate, 
their cases have been tieferretl. it appears imleHiiitely. in preference to 
those aireail> drawing fat salaries and who wfre luvisldy grantetl Inige 
slims in the shape of hack pays. Volumes of explanations ean again la* 
submitted, but that leHetts no creiiit on those in charge of aiTuirs, nor 
di>es it reilress the just grievances. The Polici* as usual, is al)S(»rhtng 
the linn’s share of the revenue Theie was a large increase under this 
heading in the ( urrent > ear’s Budget oxer that of . In spite of 

the fai t that niati> H<'heines. sin h as the reorganisation of the *J4>pHrgiiti> 
us Town I’tilne uinl the no reuse nf pa\ <»f iinnisteriul (►flirers, wen* post, 
polled, the revised estiiiiute shows piaititallv the same exfrenditnre as 
that budgeted. Peofdc expe< ted some relief next year, but hen* again 
they are disappointeil If the provisnm of Us. I,M7,(HK) for “ Home 
Charges ” under this, whnh is not shown in the ordinary Budget, be 
added to that provitied for pidii e, the uinount IxM'omes a new record. 
Part of the expenditure under llailwa> Police is going to be realised from 
the Assam and the Bihar and Orissa < ioverninenbi, hut Btill the proviaioti 
for* 1922-23 ex<'eeds that of 1921-22. We are told in the note added, that 
the amount of Rs, 5,49,009 over the revised estimates f>f the current year 
in to be taken as the “ normal growth.” Candidly speaking, I fail to 
apiueciate the remark. The ex}»enditiire under this item baa increaeed 
enormously in recent years and s<i any talk of a still normal growth 
fenr some time to come, is merely to hide the real issue. Then again, 
there ought to W reasonable normal growth in sanitation, agriculture 
and similar other dejiart merits, but unfortunately this is not the case, 

A little more than the revised estimate has been allotted to Edur4ition 
this time. But time alone will show whether full advantage ia taken of. 
this. Fnder ” T'nifl^rsity ” page 44 of the blar k Iwmk, we are told that 
the de<*rease in the reviser! estimates is partly due to the non-uttlitalion 
in full nf the provisions for grant to the non -Government Arte ooUegee. 
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ThiM Founds a bit «tinnge. The private colleges lack resouroeB, they 
have l)een hard hit by the noii-co-op€*ration movement, it is a pity that 
they Kfive not received the little tha^ was provided for them. Ther there 
1*4 the in(‘reaw‘d provision this year to meet the cost of reorganisation of 
the serviceH below the Bengal Educational servic^. We have heard 
much about it, but nothing tangible has come out as yet. It remains 
to la* seen how much of it is utiliw*d. 

The f use of Medical Heems to he the worst this year. The increase in 
the expenditure is all illusory , It is mainly under “fiUnatic Asylums’* 
and that mostly foi Europeans. The grants for the hospitals and dispen* 
wiries of the province have det reused from Us, to Rs. 386,000, it 

is Miiid, uc< ()rding to retjuirement.s. while that for various establishments 
for nurses amounts nearly to a lakh <d rupees. I fail to realise what this 
actually means. 'J'he Public Health Department .seems to be also 
niggardly provided, more so wheri it is found tlat the major portion 
under this hea<l is absorbed by establishments and nt)t for grunts for 
Public Health punmses. 

It is a mutter of regret that improvement in grunts started for Agri- 
eullui'e has not been maintained. It has not escaped the lot common to 
all the transferred subjects The decrease in the revised estimate, it is 
said, is partly <lue f(» the non^ut ilisat ion in full of the provisions for it. 
Are we to undersland that the last Word has been said in the direction of 
mipiineiiuMit of the agrit ulture of the province so that no more funds 
can l>e employed for the benefit of the people? ( erluinly, this is not the 
<'«se. A more forward policy on behalf of the Government is required 
in the province for this department. 

A word more and I conclude With all m\ Udief in Keforms, T must 
HU) that the Budget falls too sh<ut the exjun tations of the new era. 
(hir {)riiici|)al need is money for the nation-building departments and 
the Budget ought to lie thoroughly senitinised to find out where 
retrenchment is |iossible or where adrliiional expenditure is not impera* 
live. This is all tnie. But it is tper still that we need a change in 
the angle of vision on the i«irt of the authorities, and the power to tike 
a true pers|>ective of the whole situation. I wish to emphasise again the 
IMiint that the principal concern of a tiovemment is the welfare, both 
physi«;al and moral, of its j>eople and it is the supreme duty to look after 
these vital things ami provide for them. To ignore or subordinate that 
to any other motive will be an irreparable blunder. 

AtlOY OHUNOER DUTY S It is somewhat difficult to make a 
definite pronouncement upon this Budget, and that for the aimple 
reason that it is only half the entire Budget. The Budget that Oov- 
ernmeni has placed before us is the deficit Budget, and I understand 
a supiilemeutary Budget will be placed before us after the taxation 
Bills are passed. 
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*Tbere «re certain thioffii in thij* document ^hich cull for certain 
obeervationn, and I ahall confine myself to just the {atuuinent features 
of thin document. There is u deficit of Its. 1 .20.0(1, IHH). It i.s 
intended to mwt thi.s deficit from the followinjr two sourws: firstly, 
from balances, and secondly from the prm'eeds of new taxation; nlxmt 
Rs. 40 lakhs will be taken out of the closing Imlance, and iilHuit Us. HO 
lakhs will be taken, I umlerstand, fitun the prcMwtls of the new taxes, 
which are estimated to 1m« alsuit ltf». 1 M\ this ui rungenient . 
I understand, there will 1 h* a balatu'e, a favourable balance j>f over 
Rs. 60 lakhs. All this looks very well, but I do not know whelhet 
there will be a balance of Rs. f»0 lakhs. It is s.ml that new loans nmy 
be raised for the purfi»>M* of financing srhemes of the nat ton-budding 
departments, and that can onl\ l»e done if we have a surplus, and that 
is the only reason why viuh a large surplus is to fie maintained I 
wish to romjwre the figures of tins Hudget with the fyuies of the last, 
and I find that tlu» lolaf estimated ex|SMiditure of tiu» last Hudget was 
Us, 12,n9,f)l ,000 ; now the actual ex|s*mliture was Us. 1 1 ,9! ./Uf.OOtt, 
that is to say, b\ mean** of retreiudimeiit . almu! Us was 

saved. For the next \eui. tin* estimated expeiidituie Uh 1 ‘.JMMt 

in othei words, we pro|M)se to sjH*ml next \eur Us I .OH.Hfi.OtK) less than 
we actually sjient during the (OiruMit year I ask w'hether this is 
poHsible. After a great deal of relienchmeiit — 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hofi’blo 
Mr. 4. H. Kerr): May I rise to a |ioint of order? I would jsdnt out 
that the hon’ble inemUT has overlooked the contrihution to the (Jovern- 
ment of India of Us fj'i lakhs, and the incofiie-tax contrihution of 
Rs. 93 lakhs. 

Mr. A40Y CHUNDER OUTTt 1 thank the Iloirhle MemU*r, I 
am sorry I overlooke<l .theM4» figure-. Then we shall fa* able to main- 
tain this balance of Us. fiO lakhs. Very drastic retxenchmente wiH 
haxf^ to be made under the head of '' (’ivil Works I there is a 
saving of Us. 3H,13,(MK) under thi- heu«l : a <-4»nsi<|erahle saving has 
also been roa<le under the fread “ Survey and S<*Ulelnent.*’ 'Ilrese 
items hare been ruthlessly eut down. It may fre {rossihle to run the 
administration next \ear on Us. lO,22.4fi,fMlO, hut how long can we gf) 
on in this way? Will it lie possible to run the ndministiatron on th»* 
amount after next yev? I know it rs jKisMihle to suspend settlement 
Ofierations for one year; hut how long can we continue that p<ilirv ; 
this is a very disastrous prdicy, and if persisted in, we shall go bank- 
rupt. The object of this retrenchment is for the yiurism#* of showing 
a balance of over Rg. 60 lakhs. I should like to ask the Hon'lde 
Finance Member whether it is proposed in any way to increase these 
itemii of expenditure in the, sup|»lemeritary Budget, because if 
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* no the HurpluH diminieh — 1 am not quite sure about that, 

but I imagine that Home of the itemn mu»t iieceHsarily be increased. 

I shall make a few observationH now, with reference to the trans- 
ferred departmente. I find the Budget estimate for the current year 
under the heads ** Education,” ” Medical,” ” Public Health/*’ “ Agri- 
culture and Industries ” was Its. 2,52,17,(KX); in the new By ^get, the 
estimated ex|)enditure is Hs. 2.iW).09.(KK). Therefore, here again, this 
means a Having of about Rs. 22 lakhs, I think it is generally admit- 
ted that the transferred de|>artments are very V)adly financed and I do 
not. know whether this saving can |M)ssibly W made without detriment 
to the working of those departments. I find that under the head of 
** Public Health ” there is a saving this year of over Rs. 4 lakhs. 
I'ublic Health is a most imiwrtant item, and I do not think it is 
possible to make any saving under that head, hut of course, we shall 
be told isiHsihly that the Hon’Ide Minister intends to float loans so as 
to raise money to finance these schemes. I cfo not know whai these 
schemes are; I do not know if an\l)ody knows what they are; we have 
heard of some of them; foi in'^taiu'c. the anti-malarial programme, but 
we do not know what that ]»rogiamme is. I should have thought that 
the Minister concerned would have phn ed before us a statement giving 
us a fair idea of what thi'* schiMiie i*'; so that w«* may know how much 
money he intends to raise (»r s|H*nd next year; all these were shrouded 
in darknes*^ last yeai, and a < i»ii*»ider,able amount of criticism was 
directed against them because there wuis no read\ programme; now 
one year has ]Hisse<l and the Miiiistei's haNe no reailv programme. I 
do not know whethei they intend to carry on the administration in the 
old wa\ , but I can assure the (’ouncil that I am most anxious that the 
Reforms sinill sui i eed. and for tht‘ sin < <‘ss of the Reforms, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the transferreil dejKirtments should 1 h* managed 
more successfully thjin in tlu‘ past The only justification for the 
increase in the exjit'nditure invidved in the case umler the Reforms can 
Iw* made if the transferred departnuuits are worked satisfactorily, that 
is to say. much more efhdentlv, than in the ptist. Most fn*ople ask 
us — ” M hat have you got bv these Reforms?' Arc you working 

these transferred de|Hirtments U^tter and more efficiently We siiv 

** Wc have no money.” They sa>— ” Is there any chance of getting 
money ?^” Me answer. '* 1 liere is no chaio'e that we (‘an s«*e of get- 
ting money.” Then they say- “What is the use of having got this 
administration w'hich is much nmre ex|vnsive than the old, unless 
the transferred departments are worked more sati.sfactorily ?” Reallv 
we have no answer to that, and, then fore. if it is sought to make 
the Reform.s a success, it i.s absolutely necessary that the transferred 
deparmenls should be worked im»re efficiently than in the past, and I do 

hope that the Hon'ble Ministers -a great many aVe not present here 

would be good enough to tell us what these scheme* are, bficauii* we want 
to know, we are anxious to know , but list them not say they have got no 



im.] 


DISCUSSION^OF THE BlTDQETf. 35 

•ciiemen for the reaeon that they have |jrot |o money, and there* 

fore they ha%’e not thouffht it worth while thinking of any m hemea. I 
should like to ask the Ilon’ble Miniatera the following questions: first, 
what are these schemes ^ 

Babtt tUEENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a iKunt of ordei ^ 
Is the hon’ble inemWr entitled to ask qiuMions of Ministers in their 
aheence? 

Th6 DEPUTY«PRESIDENT S Ye^. the SeoretaTJes are here and 
they can take note of the questions. 

Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTTs 1 think I have said all I have to 
say; I would not like to put question-* in their nlmenre. hut we iin* very 
interested and we should like to know vhat money the Ministers are 
going to raise h\ loans, and how this Inone^ is going t^* Is* utilised, and 
we wouhl ask tlu-ni to pkii i* a statement Indore us as the sehemes 
they are going to work out. this is verv im|s»rtant. ipid if the Minis- 
ters are not pri'imred to induate to us llieir programme fd work. I 
must ronfess 1 shall Im- most liiH-plv <lisap}K)inted 

Babu DEVI PROSAD KHAITAN: <)n a iswusal of the Budget. 1 

must <’onfess to sonu- disajijHUiitment . though not t4» utter liespair. for 
the H(»irhle Finame Member, when inlnHlinifig the Hmlget, aiitn-i- 
jmted us b\ suMiig that all rtuistr urtive sidienies had not lieen iiududed 
in the Bmlgel that has been intnMlueed, hut will Im* included 
in the supplementurs Budget that will 1 h- intnMlured, when the taxa- 
tion Bills are |mssed When flaming the Budget we have got tii take 
st(H’k of the wlude jmsition, asM*rtnin our reipiirements and troubles 
and devis<* ways and means f<»r ameliorating our conditions. Tiifoi- 
tuiiattdy, our miseries are dm- to eiMummie troubles whnh have given 
strength to |Kditical agilalmn that has Iweii going on. The condi- 
tions ha\e Imeri corre(“tl\ desriiln-d hy Mr. Montagu when on the 14th 
February, 11122, he saidt 

India w*i highly taxe<i. pncen w<?re very high and ihe pcpiilatuui was very p»sir 
11)« caire wa» th« development of the induntnal and agriniltaral rea<iurf-ea of 
India in order that the f>eople might tw-er ume raher 

Kot only in the interests of the {wHiplc but also the (loveriiment it 
is necessan’ that constructive schemes should ls» ^it in action for the 
impprovemeut of agriculture and mannfiictures. Our duty is not done 
hy saying that the agriculturists are overwhelmed hy indebtedness and 
ignorance, or by saying that ficople are not enterprising and do not 
oombine for establishing large factories. We have to recognise (hesa 
facts, organise and utilise our ri**‘Our<'es, and take the necessary steps 
whereby with our present resources, we can develop agriculture and 
industries. We canitlit afford to lose further time. To relieve the 
oonditioii of the peasants, we have to start agriruliitrai lianks immedi- 
ately, and take other necessary steps towards that end. Ho far as the 
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indfmtrie« are conceded otir politicians have, for a large namW of 
years, asserted that Government should leave no stone antumed lor 
the ilevelopment of industries in the country as being the most import- 
ant fjure for unemployment, |M»verty, low buying capacity, helplessnoMi 
against (liseaHes, want of education, low standard of living, and the 
other miseries which our country is subject to. 

It may Ire observed in spite <»f the recognition by the Indians that 
industries are esscmtially necessary for the economio welfare of the 
country', and in spite of the great op|>r)rtnnity rendered hy the Euro- 
pean War, India has failed t<» make the desired amount of progress. 
It is admitted on all hands that this failure is due by no mean extent 
to the fact that the capital resources are not organised and small 
capitalists, who mainly roritrf»l mone\ in the country, have shown no 
disjiosition to combine for the establishment of large factories having 
their own independent i»f)wer plants each reouiring over ten lakhs cf 
ru|»ees. At the same time, it is f(»tin<l that |>eople are eager to take t^ 
pr(>ductive enterprises if it can he done by Ihe employment of small 
capital, sa\ fort\ to fifty thousand ruiH^es 

1 he cotton iiidustr\ furnishes an iiistunce which cun he developi‘il 
througli w'hut is known us “ cottage indvistrit‘H ” if cheap isiwer can 
Ik* supplied. K\cept the suppK of ( heap |M)wei . w’e have got all the 
factors whii'h go to make an indusliy a sio’cesh, ru., raw material, cheap 
lal)our. capital and a vast ma'iket (oi finished pro<lu('ts. The final 
memorandum on the I'otton crop for lfl21-22 shows that the total esti- 
mated yield is 4,4MO,(KM> hales of 4(M) Ihs. each. Hie low’est average 
yield of cott<»n in India ma\ 1 m* taken to lie 40 lakhs of hales ecjuiva- 
lent to ItiO (Tores Ihs. wdiic'h is eapahle of producing at least 60(1 crores 
of yards. .\ recent cowmunuiu* of the Government of Hlhar and 
Grissa stated that the total uxeiage annual consumption in India of 
cloth liefore the wat was 44t) crores (»f yards, hut after the war, owing 
to high prices, it had fallen to ‘Gtl (Tores of yard.s. From ( ouhrough’s 
note on the Indian piece-goods trade, it ap|H*urs in 1920-21 India’s 
consumption was — • v 


• 

i ntre-* 
of 3 ’sri|K 

Importtid cloth 

143 

(IKith made in Indian mills 

143 

Hand loom production 

118 


Mr. 'sanjiva Rao. the Textile Kx|iert to the Government of Bihir and 
Orissifc,. in his note on IIand-l<ooni Weaving in India, publiaked in the 
lonmal of Indian Industries and I«ahour, Vol. 1, pari 4, at ivig« 478, 
has drawn the following conclusions: — 

(a) The toUl consumption of dothing in Indu is Uhehr in the naar future, to Ks 
5.(100 million yards of coarae cloth per annum. faesidM the ftneet <|«aliti«s whkli have 
to be imported to the eirleni of S.fiOO mtllkm yards, 
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(fc) O11I.T half ut th* fornwr qualitjr i> now pnidumi in^b<< iwuntr.v, l.MO niillHin 
jardtt bj Ui^ null* and 1,000 million 3rt>ad« by the wittaijr wt*avpri» 

It M rtius i l»*iir tlmt c otton industry furnishes in this country n vast 
field for i>n)gres8, and wearing can oaaily inc reased and Htiiiiulated 
through cottage estkildiahnienta b> siiiall c'ufutali.sts aith the aid of 
cheap power. The nc^c'd for cheap power was emphaHis<»d by Sir 
Thomas Holland, who is clostdy acspiainted with Indian I'onditiuna, 
when presiding at a nuH'ting of the Kast Indian Associatioti in London 
on the iiOth February. at which he said. “ LiWral reform’* were* 

itiifiortant but cheap |iower and sulphuric acud were essential. " Itengal 
has the advantage of c lose* piovimit\ to extensive ccmi-fields and can 
give cheap supjily of elec trn |K>wer I'aking the |N>pulatinn of Ueiigal 
at 4f> millions, that i** over on<‘-M*vent!i of the whole of India, she needi 
even on pn*Hent estimate aliout t»5(l millions yiirds of clothing of wlinh 
she prcnlures a small j«*m*ntage tltlier jiroviioes, ji|H‘i'iall\ Hoinbay. 
are jirogressing in the manufac ture of doth It is thc*r«»fore essential 
that to enahle Hengal to stand oii her own legs m t!ic» neai future, iitid 
to keep jmc’c* with the* cither provinces, tio time* should Is* lost in giving 
ever\ |s»smhle facilitv and encouiag«*nient and in utilising all her 
resources 

It may further lx* (disc*rved that, as has been poiiilc*cl c*ut l>y the 
Indian Indtistiial ( 'cuniiMssiou , (heap |s>wer is aJsu n**cc‘ssary for and 
will hc*lp the establishment of maiiv other c*ssc*ntial nid«istric*s, r // , the 
iiiuiiufacturc (d c heiiiicalH, c‘tc . and othco inclustrics like roe nnlU. 
oil nulls, etc* . for who h there is ample* si m Hengal 

Available materials should Is* utiliM*d and heljied. n:.. small c afii- 
talists, weavers, unskillc-fl laliour. c*tc 

Small capitalists, sa\ with IN .'Wl.tHH) will, to sin c I'SHfuily cairy on 
a cottage induslrv . reepure chcaip eh-c tric jamiT 

Munic ipalitu‘s ( helpc*d hv the pjt»v im ial t#oveiiimc*nt ) shcMihl supply 
chea]> electric'itv an4i»»« fs'guining should Is* fcothwitli made at places 
wiieru weuveis exml. so that, on the one halo], small caipitalists may 
emplov the weirvem, and start v* ork with the* knowledge* that tin* 
weavers ulreadv [Kissess. and on the other hand, individual owners 
may take the Is'iiefit of c heap eh*ctnc ity. Fomiwtie i‘leetric wheat- 
grinding rhaikku in (‘ahutta and elsewhere, also cottage induHtries in 
.lafiaii and elsewhere. 

A tiegiiining should lie made at once at three or four places like 
^laukura, Dacca, Pabna. and Shantipur with generating stations run 
by coal. Hydio-eleotfclic*- suirvey should be systernaticallv carried on 
without delay. 

KNctricity so prwIupFxI will also supply power to the town for lights 
and fans, as well as for other oottage industries like oil mills, rice 
mills, as also carpentr)', iron smitby, etc., that will grow up along- 
side and as subsidiary to the weaVing-looms. 
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In the cornnKMicemeiit, nizin^, winding and warping may be done 
in efficient hand niachineH, hut this may fje in the near future fallowed 
hy iiuichineH run hy electricity at c'entral factories established for the 
purjMMw* either !)y the municipality, or by private persons. This will 
also W HO as regards calendars, dyeing, bleaching, bundling, baling, 
Htampiiig. folding, etc., none of which is reijuired in the beginning. 
Generating plant, etc., whatever is established by the municipality, 
should 1 m* sold or leased to private iM'rsons and finns as soon as possible, 
lirec.ting of gerneniting jdants, etc., by private i)arties may be 
enronr:ig(*d by means of loans, subsidies, guarantee of profits, as in the 
caw of railways, etc. MuniciiKilities should advance moneys on secur- 
ity of cottage industries, and sell nec'essary machinery on hire-purchase 
system. Weavers and small <“apitalists will, under the foregoing 
scheme. Ik* enabled to carry on the occuinition themselves at their own 
houses, and thus save rents and to|>-heavv fslablishments. This wrill 
also relieve unemployment. 

To give the scheme a start, not more than ten lakhs of rujiees will 
Ik* required in tin* current rear. .Mlotments in subset[uent years will 
de|K*nd on the number of places and .size of undertakings that may bt* 
selected. 

We cannot affoid to f(»rget that a large tniinWr of memlH*rs of this 
House extended tlieii sup|H>rt -to the taxation Bills on the assumi>tion 
that the major |Kjrtion of tin* pro<«*eds or the loan |K)licy that may be 
inaugurati'd will Ik* utilised for tlie improvement of agriculture, indus- 
tries. sanitation ami education. I ho|K' that in winding up the Hmlget 
«h*bate, the llon’ble the Kiuain-e MfUiils*! will see his way to take the 
House in his confidence and give us ati assuraiiee that at least two- 
thinls will Ik* utilised for thow objects. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: JaM yrar at the time of Budget 

dis<uission t descrilKsl the B\nlgi»t of lH‘..M-22 a.s a budget of disappoint- 
ment, for we had a deficit of (»vef 2 crores of rupees at the time of present- 
ation <if the Budget 1 descrAMsI the Budget (if HK?!-22 as a budget of 
disappiuntmeut because (lovernment «>f India dicKnof come to our rescue. 
Bengal Government’s desire on the «me sitfe and our cravings on the 
'Other for a s\ibstantial gmut to Bengal hy the Government of India have 
proved to In* a cry in th<* wilderness. Our repeated prayer and petitions 
have produced no effect u|K>n the minds of the Government of India. So 
we had to bibiiur un<ler great difficulties and distress to the end of tho 
>ear hoping against hope for a succour from the Goveniment of India 
even fft the Inst moment. Thus our hop<vH have been disappointed. 
Having failed in nil our efforts to create an impression upon the India 
t lovernment as regards pecuniary help, w‘e hav^ made up our minds to 
find out money by taxing the o\er-taxe<l ;>e«»ple of Bengal. The taxa- 
tions have come in the shapi* of three Bills — Amnaement Bill, Court-fees 
Bill and Stamp Bill. These three Bills are like three demons claiming 
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llWir r^^pective nhareN '‘vinff with one another und^enei'onching upon the 
renoUTV^ of the poor iJeananta of Bengal hy HUiking their lif«<*blcHal, 
Of th«%three Bill® before the Hoiine the ('ourt-feen Hill i?* the moel 
dangerous and will tell heavily nimn p«Mir people who will have to l>ear 
the brunt without any wonl of protest and even with a grin. I do not 
like to go into the detail of these Bills at pnvseiit, but I NhiUild say that 
thei4e Bills will make ptMir i!iarti< ulate niillions of Bengal “ deatl while 
in course of a few years if the Bills aio pa.Hsed into law us they stand at 
present. 

Now to the Budget itself I wish to make t»nly a few ohservations 
as to the present Budget, us 1 will get an opportunity to ilistuss it in 
detaiil when the aforesaid BiIU will be passed into law itu'reasing the 
tissue of revenue of Bengal. 

At a glance on page fit) of the white bisik we find tjiat provision for 
revision of iM»y of mitiist^riul estaldishineiit in n<*<*ortlnnce with Salaries 
t'ommittee’s rejsirt is phoed as “ non-votwl.’' ] eoiild not w'ith all 
|H>ssible endeavour find out the leitson of this item being pul as “ tioii- 
voted.’' I am sorry to say that it is not the only item. We come at rims 
the same anomaly, i.r., Btovision of revision of pay of uiiuisterial 

estublishment placed as “ mm-voted.’* nl pages f»(), h:\, Uh, f)7, GO. 

(if), Of), G7. (W. GO. 70. 71. 72. 7d. 74. 75. 70. SO. and H2. 

It is know'll to all of us that the pleadership examination has l»een 
alsilisheil. hut we are surprised to see at page 74 (white laiok) u provision 
of Its. Ifi.tMK) as jileader^hip exurninntiofi charges. This is something 
like Bengali proverb- “ Tlumgh there !•» no head hut at hing is tht*re," 
There is no examination but the charge ih there It reallv stiiinds 

strange, but I do not iikt> to count ufMiti it so long I get an explanation 

from the Htm’ble Kinam e Memls'r 

liUst year at the time tif Bmlget there was a gieat tleal td heal pitidiired 
alsiut the (Irund Trunk (’anal. We fiml in the present Bndget (Idiick 
l»ook) three dredgers— ftaruilthhiy, anil Ihtrdrran are ex|)e<’led to 

arrive stain from Kngland. These dreilgers will. I think, drain us to 
the dregs. 

We do not want alwif^s an adviser, especially Lady Adviser the 
I^dy Adviser was tti lie driven away last year hut still we finti at page GH 
(while book), a sum of Rs. ll.OGO has l>een pmvided f«ir a laidy Adviser. 
I cannot for a moment understand the reastm for the provision of this 
amount in the Budg«*t. 

The Calcutta police are for Calcutta people. There is a rea^lutiop to 
that effect. I^et Calcutta maintain her own ptdice as dtsdded by a 
reaolution of the Council and this burden may be reiiiove<l from the 
general Budget. Frcyji last year we are crying hoarse for the* retiuciiori 
of the coit of the maintenance of the Police. ITie larger share of income 
of railway goes to India Oovemment but we have to maintain Polb’e for 
ikf KAgIfff} Railway and 'the Fnst Indian Railway, Tbe kernel 

A A 
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taken by India (i(fvernnient and the hnsk is left for us and still we 
will have to bear the whole burden of this heavy police expense. 

Last of all, for edutation sutficient funds have not been pi^bvided. 
We find the same distiiK lion between the education expen.se of European 
and Aiij^lo-lndian boys on (»ne side and Indian boys, specially Muham- 
madan boys on the otlier. The distinction seems to me a great (Uie and 
should be redressed at an earl> date. 

Sni(>ke-nuiMunce ( 'oiiiinishijui for which Its. are going to bt» 

spent docs not seem to me to be useful, ratliei than a nuisance. 

I should lust of all say that Education, Sunitutimi and Agrii'uliure 
should be taken into consideration when the Bills will be passed, so that 
substantial helj» ina\ l»e given to tlie por)rer se< tion of the population 
wh(» will have to bear the greatest [sution of the burden of new taxation 
— if the p(Huer section should ha\e < o? responding benefit from this Bud- 
get, it is then and then only we n.a\ think of tlie success of the Reforms 
— otherwise not. 

Wuh tlu^se few wonls, I resume my seat. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I ought to mention to the lioiEble 
Members that 1 have got onl\ foui oIIot speakers and they may take us 
up to (i I'.M. If there are no othei sjieukers after that, 1 shall have to 
ask the Government members to reply. 

Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: The annual exposition of the 
financial state and the prospe-t of the jirovime e\en on oidtnary 
iM‘<'asions alYords abundant matetial of inleiest to the people of this 
presiilem y and of anxiety to the person i harged with that exposition. 
On the present <»ccasion. 1 behe\e. the anxie1\ of the Hon’ble Member 
in 1 hargi* of the Budget is share<l not onl\ Iin the members ot this t'oum il 
but liN the people oj this ((mntr\ at large to whom an\ news of fresh 
ta.xation is not only vexatious but also alatming. 'I'o the utter misfor- 
tune of my ('ountrvmen this Nting t»f finam ial embarrassmeiit has l>eeu 
rendered more painful by the pjesent political sta,le of the country and 
its irresponsible handling by the (fo\ernment H hiis undoubtedly en- 
feebled the administration and has deprivetl tjie Reforms of half their 
charm. A bmlget with a deficit ot lls. !*,?() hikhs, a budget shorn of all 
prutHiHals of improvement and advancement, a budg^et with a huge and 
untliminislied ex[»enditure on the polic e and other agencies of molesta- 
tion and humiliation, and a budget whiidi is to be followed shortly by 
projHisttls of fresh taxation can never be welcomed by u representative 
of tlie half-famished and dying people. But however unwelcome it may 
bfW we must have to face this fiuam iul c'risis as prac'tical men — a crisis 
w*hioh is largely due to an injudicious financial settlement over which 
the provincial Government has got very little coiUrcd. We should give 
the Ooi'ernnient our whole-hearted support, provided they are sincerely 
anxious to accept all proposals of retrenchment and equitable readjust- 
ment of revenues. In spite of all pledges of retrenchment of expenditure 
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•nd in spite of tlie statement made by the Honible Finance Member 
that the deficit has t»een rethired to an irredm ibie niintinum by retrench- 
ment, ^ venture to submit that there is still room for it. 

Ihe first item in the Huil^'ct uhhh nttratts one's attention is the 
Revenue Dejmrtment. It was certainly under some evil infiuence that 
the Government l>e^un the survey and settlement opeiatituis m this 
province. However noble their intention may Im*. and however aiixioiH 
tliey may l>e to fulfil their ple»|^e to the luiyats of Iten^iil, thev have, bji 
the settlement o|n»nitions, suci eeded in rend»*rin|j|; the raivats all the more 
miserable and in ^nvinj: them fiesh cause of frn tion U tween tlieiiiHeGe^ 
and the landlords which the (ioveinnient should, iiiuler the piesent |sili- 
tical state of the i'ountr>. av(»id b\ all means. 

The Budget statement foi tlie next xeai's wotk is o\ei Its '^i) hikhs^^ 
and all this on the j'nmiid that uidess the woiks an- loinpleted and th»» 
final publication of the ro«iiirds-nf-i ijrht is made, ( ti>vei iihient will not Ik* 
ahie to leulise the snins alfc*ad\ spent I'his. Sir. is a j^ood plea to 
continue the w<»rk m ilo* distmts when* the sottleineiil operations are 
fur udvam ed ; but what is the tust ifn .«t ion fur (outiuuiiij^* the w^ik in 
those distru Is whcie e\eii It averse suixev has not hem » atiupleted r 
What is the just itn at uin tui b«*ihbni' (oslU houses for the setth*nient 
oflu es in those dlstiuts when* peihaps ihe wiuk itself will he finisheil 
iK'foie the huildinj;s aie loiupbUed *' 

Turninj.' the head of lin^^oitiori and I)iainaj:e. the first lhin*( which 
strikes a representative from Ituidv^aii is the want of sullu lent j»rovision 
foi tlie works for iiiitijrainik' the floods of the |)aniodiii These projec ts 
u/e lonj;' overdue and then ui}/eiM\ c annot he* suflic leiitiv (•xu^^eriitc*d, 

1 understand that the jrieatei piop'cts hke the* Ihiiuodai (’anal should 
slaricl c»ver at ptesenl owini; to the yener.i) s< heioe cd letreru hincml. 

The .lail is (‘ertainly a prodm live depai trnetit and I think the Govern- 
ineiil should make it self-suf»po» t !>y iin leasinj* its indnstric-s. Then 
is a demand for Rs. for a new jail at Ihttuakhali. 1'his m a very 

inopIMK t .me time* for vasiui^' publn luonev on suc h prc»jec ts. 

Ihen comes thf Rolje e, the most ex|H'iisive and the most favoured 
(Iffmi ({.rent of the ( fovemmieiit After the iiicident of last year, one 
i.niuially feels nervous to propose any letienchmeiil here. Hut without 
much hesitation I cun sa\ that if (be (lovernmeiit accept the proposal v 
of the advoc'aies of retrenchment, Ihi'k** sums of nioiicy will come out of 
ibis department. 

Tlie transferred departments have suffered much under the ireneral 
erheme of retrenchment. The exfwnditure for the maintenance and fhe 
i.nprovement of hospitals has Wei; c-urtailed The {itrarits under flic* 
Fuhlic Health Department are c hiefly mmfined !<» contributions to water- 
works under the munfSrifMilities, but rural aieas have l»een completely 
ifrnored. A aum of only, Rs. 5/K>ti has been iriven for the very useful 
purpoae of child-welfare and a sum of Rs. 9d»00 for the anti-malaria) 
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operutionn. This is *ridu:ulc>u«. I cannot Uwe this opportunity of 
t*xpreHHinf^ my jfratitucle to the Hon*hle Minister for an allotment of 
Its, 00,()(KJ for the distribution of quinine. 

The expenditure of the Education Department remains practically 
utichanf^ed. The increase of Rs. r),5(),(M)t) is for the revision of the pay 
of the teachers. As rej^ards the ^raiit to the Universities, I cannot but 
Hi»y that more money should l)e paid to tlie University of Calcutta, While 
d sum of almut Rs. 10 lakhs has been j^^raiited to the Dacca University, 
only a small dole of Rs. 14 lakhs has been ^iven to the most useful 
institution of (!alcutta. 

About our A^rricultural Department, its imfiortant feature is that more 
money has been spent on super\ision than on actual improvement of 
4aflrri(‘ulture. 'I'here is a host of supervising? e>th«'er.s without much field 
for siijiervision. Only a sum of Rs. i;t,(K)0 ha‘< been allowed for the 
distribution of improved jute and juiddy se<‘<ls*and a very small sum has 
Iwen j?iven for the arrant to the (’o-operativc Societies. My time is 
limitetl ; so it is better that 1 should be very brief in ni\ remarks. To 
sum Uf>. therefore, I venture to submit that if the (Government are really 
anxious to improve the financial cturdition of the country tliey must be 
preparerl to make all reasonable retrenchments ami judicious luljustimuit s 
of the surplus, I ani not ready to put a fresh burden on my <‘ountrymen 
only to m<*et tire ever-increasirq? demands of tbe reser'ved departments. 
'Pile country is at?ainst any fresh taxation ami I shall be betraying? the 
tinist of my ronstituency if I a|?ree to it even ^^lthout any prospect of 
substantial benefits wbnh tbe eoirntry may rea]> by the sacrifiee which 
taxation always means. In order to avoid fresh taxation in case the 
(Government of India demand then Rs (it lakhs after d years, f think 
our surplus should be im reused by another Rs 4d lakhs b\^ i etrenchment, 
and this should 1 m' s|H*nl in the meantime lor the de\elopment erf the 
nation-bvirldin^ departments. Then, it will be a matter of some (onso- 
laiion and there will be some justification for tbe.se fresh taxations besides 
the ruisiiif? of a stinituiion loan. 

TM 0EPUTY-PRE8I0EMT! I oupht to make iV«iear to non-official 
memU^rs that after the official meml)ers haV'?' once Wjfun to s^ieak, T 
^*ould not alb»w nnn-offi< iai meml>ers to speak on the Budf?et (*" Hear, 
hear ” 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Without any pant aavin^s 
to draw ufKm, this is the first Budjoret U) show (ha deadlo<'k under the 
Reforms, the first to disc los<« the full significance of the new financial 
arranfrements and the first Budget to disabuse the public mind. Such 
a disillusionment, hc»wever, has iU use. On tbe one hand, it discourages 
cheap optimism and encourages economy, and Eli the other diecre^itt 
'* the gift theory ” of the Reforms. At liMist Bengal has not simply got 
the Reforms but bought it and bought it dearly. 
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Cbrning to the fijrures, it in really a sad story from the l>etfiniitit|r to 
the end. Not only hopes of a windfall from the hei^rlits of Simla have 
been ^ustrated, but the aetuul receipts have fallen much Inflow the Inidiret 
calculations almost under every revenue heatl (except Jails and Xledii al, 
two noteworthy items imliHMh during*' th«» current \ear with (he result that 
the deficit of almut Rs. 7G lakhs out of the one croi-e may 1 h» very well l>e 
traced to it. Had it not l)een so, it is doubtful whether even a loan of 
R». 32 lakhs for capital expenditure on account of wut«*rw'ays would have 
necessitated the taxes. The pros|HM‘1 a^rain is not very c'hm'rful for we 
have prot to budget alnnit Hs. 40 lakhs less than the exp«M'ted rec eipts of 
1921-22. 

Under the circumstances, w'hat should one legitimately ex|aH'tJ' 
Well, that there should be drastic* retrenchments all alonjr the line. But 
we see that leavinjj out head “ 51, — ('ontrihutions and assi^^nments W 
the Uentral (lovernment only a reduc tion of (Rs, lO.'JQ.SHO- Us. ItyM. 
(K)0) alM)iit Rs. lb lakhs ccuild be prc»|M»N4'«l next \<*ch u|M>n the* n‘\if*cHl 
estimates of the cinac*n1 year Ihi*' is the* {smition cv»*n aftc'i ec'cmo- 
misin^ c‘XfHMiclitiirc under Cnd Woik** a clouhtful cs'onoms. And 
what are the heads which have suffered comparatively heavier curtail- 
ments? 

There are the transferred. For while* (he expenditure hudK»^e(ed f<»r 
1022-23 under the reservecl hc*aclH is less hy Rs. 4| lakhs than (he levised 
estimate the exirendilure under the* tiaiisferrecl heacF is b»ss b\ Rs. 12J 
lakhs than the revised estimate. Wc* do not know whetlier it has 
made in antic ipation of the loan to he floated esp<‘< ia!l\ for the reserved 
subjects. For if (hut he so then the taxes, allep'cl to be nec essur\ intrf 
alia for makinftf such loans jamsihle w ill no douht have furthc*r justifie ntiou. 

Then coinirit,^ tec the details in expenditure one wonder s where, if at 
all, the prunin^-kni ves liave been apjdied to sucb «ubjec ts as Fund 
Revenue, General Adniinislration, Fcdice, etc.? l*or \%hile under the 
first tw'o heads, r.c,. Land Rc^c‘nuc arid tJeneiid .\«lniiiiisi i.it n»n Kh ll"^ 
lakhs was ImdjfeUMl last'year, this year it is propowd to spend Rs. I4fij 
lakhs under those two heads, and this in spite of a recluction of Rs. lakhi 
under the head S^vey and Settlement. And the iNdice? Well, it must 
have something near alnmi two ciores or to Ik* precise Rs. I evc*n 

excludinfit such a provision as was made in the last bueij^et fc»r removing 
the jilms house at a cost of Rs. ft lakhs of and even excludin^f the Home 
Chargee. And allowance must la* made* fc»r its rioiina) growth hy pro- 
viding a eum of Rs. lakhs by cutting down ex|>eiiditiire under Ihf 
heads Medical and Public Health by n like amount And none of the 
Police buildings even can w’ait for completion. But j>erhaps what is 
none the lees surprising is that, while money cannot la* found for such 
anti^malanal projects as the BuIIi Bil Ss heme, tlusw proje* U and un- 
productive schemes wtiVh are Ireing worked at a steadily increasing loss 
(which has mounted up from Rs. 13, (KM) in 1919-20 Ut more than Rs. 5 
lakhs according to the revised estimate in 1921-22), su< h as the navigatior 
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worlcH included unde^ revenue head XIII muRt have more and more 
m«»ney even under the preHent circunistances. Thus it will be found that 
a Hum of about Rb. 8 lakhs huR been budgeted simply for widening the 
Madnripore Ilil Route. One feels im lined U) inquire whether such com- 
• merc.ial works were intended to be carried on at any cost (though proved 
unproductive) and if such coniinercial uorks have a guaranteed rale of 
toll which cannot 1 m* increased under any circumstances? Then, Sir, in 
this connection, another question which pre.sents itself to those who have 
heanl or read the recent pronouncements regarding the Grand Trunk 
(’anal (not excepting the lecent re.solution of the Irrigation Department) 
is whether to keep the gramliose scheme in alM‘vance the expense for 
working a specially named <lfeilger for six months is an iudispensibly 
necessary item to hudget, and if it is to he kept in abeyance for six months 
only, what value are we to attach to these pronouiu'ements and to those 
ass^ianceN gncn l»\ the Ifoii’hh* the .Member in charge w’hen grants 
relating to it, /.c,,1o tin* dredgers were voted on the last iH-casion.'" 

Hut saving•^ ha\e itidi'ed been made - made under such heads as Forests 
and Regnstration. I)i<l not the Hon’ble tlie Finance Member declare a few 
weeks ago. while profxisiiig the new taxes, that “ it would be false econo- 
ni\ to (til (hiwii the esiH'ii-^i's o| depal t men I s like l-'oi-esfsy” Vet 
all ptovisioiis toi improvement ami development of Forests have been 
omittiMl from tlie Hudg«‘t for Is not the Registiation Depart- 

ment a profit-earning department? (’ertafnlv; yet the provision of even 
the very inadKjuate sum of Hs To.fHH) for the levision of the pav of the 
suh-registrurs lias been withheld fiom this limlget And it has iM»ei* 
thought fit to ilo’s<» when all the other dejiartments have had a revision 
of tlnoi pa\ ami w lien leeeipts to the tune of IN Sff.fMM) are aiitu ijnited 
over and above the revised estimate. 

With these few remarks, I < lose my ohservations on the Hudget. 

Mr. TARIT BStlSAN ROY: Last year about this time, it was my 
privilege to congratulate the llon’ble Mr. KeiT from the flo<>r of this 
House, not iMn ause the finum ial, statement presented hy him was entitled 
bi take rank as an illuminating or an inspiring production hut iMnause 
it afforded a clear indieation of u genuine desire on his part to keep the 
R|M»etre of taxation at an arms length. One year has sinee rolled hy and we 
are* on the threshiiold of a new hnaiicial year. The Budget for 1922-23 
is an adversity Hudget. and the Finance MemlaT with all the large avail- 
able (qvening balance practical!) swallowed up, finds himself in an un- 
enviable predicament for which he fully deserves our Rvm|Kithy. He is 
faced with a heavy deficit; and not knowing how tn meet it, he has em- 
barked on a policy of taxation, not as a iimki^shift for tiding over a tempor- 
ary and unforesei'ii crisis but ns a permanent expedient for saving the 
administrative machinery from a hopeless breakdown. He has effected 
a saving of Rs. 08 lakhs over the original estimates, and such saving U 
aiirihuied to retrenchment. If we add Rs. 63 lakhs which represent the 
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ghare of our proviucial contribution, an annual obliipition from wbirb wr * 
have been generously exempted for three years by the central Ooverment, 
it wil^appear that our savings from retrenchment and charity amount U) 
one erore and thirty-one lakhs of ru|>ee«. It is fairly clear even to the 
meanest intelle<'t that a strua* thrown by one dtowning man to another 
cannot be dei>ended U|K)n. We are still <'oiifronted with a deficit (d 
Its. 120 lakhs. This is the |H>sition which stares us in the face. 

It is tiK) much t(j ex|HM*t us in M*ven thiys to make our way through 
the puxxling intrit ui ies of u Budget which has fa^rhaps taken the Hniitici* 
ul ex(>erts of (toverninent us inuny months to design and eiiiUuute. It 
will mii 1 m‘ inexcusable if we feel tempted to churacteiise the ftnaiu nff 
Kiaiement as a |»ie< c of linancial jugglei v. 

The Ueforins Srhemes, us every one knows, aus hailed with hysteri- 
cal exultation l)y the sober mimi of India as heralding the dawn of true 
prnvim ial autonomy it a us intrtMlm ed, Beiignl hud an ikfMMi* 

iiig halaiH'e to her credit of Ks. nores us compared with Its, 'I crores 
in Bomha\ and Its r>d laklis tn Madias The second \eui finds the ctedit 
Imlani'es of Bengal and B»unba\ lerluced to Us lakhs and Hs H7 lakhs, 
and Madras with a debit balance of Its titi lakhs The smaller provinces 
fhroughon* India more or less unroll the saine dis^pneting po-ture of 
dissipation ot le rmne- who li \eais of piinh'fit i-x peiidii me and iiitefuj 
econotiiN had enabled them to liushund In Bengal, Stamps and Excise 
shoa* a substantial decline, vt: , Its 22 lakbs and Its. 2d lakhs respec- 
tiNelv 'lo attiibiite it subd> traiie depression is nothing hut an e\i* 
wash It mas Iw a little factor, but it is hanlly. if esci. the determining 
factor. An Anglo-Indian rlaily of (’abuttn has observed: " Decrease in 
excise revenue and increuserl expenditure on the pt>lice both due largely 
to non-co-operation, bskm as largely in the Bomba v diagnosis as else- 
where.” 

flow far rivatchx will be a smeess. I know not and I prerlict not. 
This is a matter up<»n which impartial history will record its verdict in 
the fulneasof time. But this I think 1 know that the temple provincial 
liliertv which has been ere* te<i by the symimthetic statesmanship <»l 
England, hAs to be sustairie*! and sup|>orted by p<nniKius and costly jullari 
ujKin a weak and um ongenial iwiil. 

As the edifice can not l»e allowed to totter to an early fall, its rracki 
must be plastered by fresh mortar and lime. Now taxation has lieer 
contemplated for providing freeh revenue in a country where, af cording 
to the illusltious authors of the Montford BejKirt. the utmost taxahl# 
capacity has been reached. He must lie deaf and blind and worse than 
deaf and blind who cannot |ierceive the simple fact that even under ti 
serious stress. Government cannot go lieyond a ceHain limit in taxation^ 
without serious danger to the stale. Where was there a really good 
Gorernment whose finances were in Imd order? Is there a Iietter lest in 
the long run of the condition of a people and the merits of a Government 
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than the state of fbe fif aneeF And yet jdacetl as \vc are, the nonual con- 
dition of the finances of every province in India appears to, be one of 
deficit and bankruptcy. I maintain that if tha't be the case, the Owem- 
ment is an unsuitable Government. If the exf>erience of one year fumi- 
ehes any j^uide and serves as a l)eacon, it reveals the fact, however un- 
.(mlaiable to those who have lieeii pu.shed into eminence, honour and 
power by the ReforiiiH and may, therefore, be unwillinf^ to recognise it so 
soon, that it will cost infinitely more to govern the province than the 
Government can safely extract from the population by taxation. 

. This being so, our salvation lies more in permanent and tangible re* 
duction in the cost of administration than in saddling a poor and over- 
taxed country with fresh burdens. 

Every year will bring us perilously near the brink of the precipice if 
the necessity for economy and retrenchment on the lines indicated is not 
rw'ognised. Years ago, Lord Salisbury very j>ertinently observed, 
that as India niusl be bled, the lancet should 1 m* dirt»c“ted to the parts 
where the blood is congested or at least suffi( ient, not to those parts al- 
ready feebU* from the want of it.” 

Earnest as we all are for saving the Rebums and working them to a 
HucccHM, there is no other choice left to us but to cheapen the c«>st of 
administration. 

I regret I do nf»t share the complacent optimism of the Hon ’hie 
Finance MemlM*r when he expts ts a revenue of H.s 140 to lf>0 lakhs from 
Stamps and ( ourt-f<*es. I mie alone will show h<*w far this ho|>e is justi- 
fied. 

It will not serve any useful purpose to cast wistful looks towards 
Delhi in exiM*ctation of any further modicum of relief. I^>rd Heading— 
a resplendent meteor from the politn al firmament of England — is himsell 
(Minfronted with a financial crisis <»f graver magnitude. 

Nothing can be exjMM'ted from Delhi except additional taxation. It 
is a matter for suifuise and regre't that iw the finanjpial position Womes 
acuter, the recurring exj>enditure in the various departments, many of 
which are i-ostly and unnecessary departments, are mounting up in rapid 
»tri(|es. A (piestion put by me in the Uouncil has re<‘ently elicited 
the information that the increase in the recurring expenditure in the 
Judicial, Ex«»cutive and Police services due to the Reform.s amounts to 
Rs. 12,iKi,928. The prospective increase in such rec'urring expenditure 
in the pay of ministerial officers is estimated at Rs. 'H lakhs. The total 
increase, therefori', reaches the astounding figure of about Rs. 44 lakhs. 
Can Bengal, with her depleted exchequer, afford to maintain such a costly 
administration? Has not the time come for ruthless economy in every 
department? The all-round revision in pay and allowance was decided 
upon to meet the additional cost of living. Is it not a fact that such cost 
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hsA j^radtially come down? Ilavt* not the prices M rii'e, cloth niul other 
neceasariefi jr«>ne down apprci-inhly? 

iNan certainly understand the ineanin^r of n^visiiijr the juiy of the 
subfirdinate staff, hut what is the justifirution for a (lovernment. faced 
with a deficit, aanctioninpr heavy increases of salaries in hijrher jrradesy 
The need for it, however pressing two years caniKtt in any cH»nscience 
he said to l»e so now a’hen conditions have shou n a diH'ided improve- 
ment. 

The demand for the Indianisation of the servii cs is luised U|>on the 
g'round of economy. If the suh’^titution <*f indipoious to forei^rn ajreney 
in the administration of tl»e country d»»es not signify tlie einplt»\ nient id 
u cheaper a)?encv tl»e tertn “ Indianisation of servn es '* hecoiiies u 
misnomer. It is a cruel satire if Iton^al is railed upon to maintain a top- 
heavy admiiiistnition manned h\ Indians paid at the same la\isli and ex- 
travagant .scale as the ii/f'inlKTs of the llea\ eii-lv>rn Sen u e. 

I for one uill not support it. I will not mis*, a singlr opportunity 
to protest against this palpable ine<(uit\. ’I'he rountn will iriiainly re- 
fuse to submit to the yoke of a blown bureaurrarv. Kxpens*\e ami use- 
less departments, w>ine of wbicb an* being kept up and maiiitaineil only 
for the iKMiefit of some pumperetl otficcis and tbeir elaborate patapber- 
nelia, iiiust l>e abolisbrd, if a deailba k is to be averted A policy of ex- 
travagjiiicc is bound to bring its Neincsi*, in tlic loiig lun Mon* 1 will 
not say. 

1 cannot congratulate the llon'ble Minntei in i barge of Kdunitioii 
on the lack of a S 4 'nse of pro|M»rtioii in fniniiiig bis demands fm the ('al- 
cutta TTniversity on the one bantl and the Daica riinersiiy on the other. 
The former bus I»een cast aside like the ilisiarded cider sun in a Hindu 
family with a non-riHurring grant id IN. Id.tKNI, wbcicas the more 
favourite baby at Dmca has received a mntribution of Hs. !» lakhs. I 
do not certainly grudge ibis lilKuality to the lender infant, Inil 1 have 
equally a right to* demand an adequate share of lilarality 
for the child w hi< b has now grow n into manhond. 

Now, I come to deal with the department which has so often been 
rharacterise<I by no less a personage than the Ifon'hlc Sir Siiremiru Nath 
Banerjea as the nution-biiiiding department. I will mm h rather call it 
a nation-killing department l>e<*iiuse it is this defmrtnient from which 
malaria claims all its viidims. The ('oiincil has a right to know wdial 
schemes during this one year have Iwen fonmilated by the department — 
the nation-building department, inasmuch as no ( ompreherisive and con- 
•tructive projects has as yet l>een laid Iwfore ns. It is a larneritabie fact 
to which I am btiund to invite the attention f»f this House that (he price 
of quinine has considerably increased. I will place the figures Wfore the 
House. The pre-war rate of quinine was Us. 12 per lb. Since the war 
tlie price inerMsed steadily, and as the price of importe<l quinine mounted 
up, the pfice of indigenous quimne rose in proportion till in 1920 it was 
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It«. 8*3 p<*r lb. anti inllU2I E«. 52 per lb. In pre-war times powdered 
({uinine used to l>e stdd at one pite |>er paeket, but this practice was 
discontinued after the war broke out and tubes were substituted ii^etead. 
A tube containinif 20 tabloids of 4 f^rains each was sold at three annas per 
tube. The price of the tul)e eventually rose to four annas and it is at 
present ei^ht annas. 

liCt iiH now turn to the triennial report on the workin^^ of hospitals 
and dispensaries in Henjfal. It appears that ainorif; infectious diseases, 
malaria presented the larjrest number, namely, 1.010,289, 1,877,758 and 
1,972,800 in the years 1917, 1918 and 1919, respectively. It is stated in 
the rep(»rt that owin^ to the hi^h prii'e of (juinine and the chronic poverty 
of mufassal hospitals and dispensaries, it wa*< not possible to treat 
malaria patients with effective doses of cjuinitie as rec(»mmended by the 
I rovinciul Malaria Committee. (Inly 8,244 lb'<. of <juinine were purchas- 
e<l by the mufassal hospitals and dispensaries from the juvenile jail in 
the three years at a total cost of Hs. 2.17,282. ' This .|uantity is hijrhly 
imnle(|uate for the effective treatment <»f nearly milliims of malaria 
patients who ult«*nde(l the hospitals and ilispensaries durin^^ this jieriod. 

f.Vt thi^sta^M* the member havini: reached the time-limit had to 
comdmle his remarks | 

Colotlil A. J. PUGH: If I thou*»-hl that the Budget discussion was jfo- 
iri^^ to be over to-da\, I shoiihl he tempted not to make an> lemaik, at 
all. Hut I wish to sav a few w«»nls | w mh t«. eli( it from the Ministers 
their policy with re^ranl to the future. As re^ruids the Hudjret, 1 think 
the tinam lal position oujrht to be more clearly stated, c.//., the fij^Mires 
Us. 10, 22. 45.0(111 (estimated e\|H-nditure i . IN. 1.20. SO, (KK) (dehcit), are 

nowhere to be found in the Hudj:et statement This is [ruzzlinj? till you 

make laborious calculations for vanirself 

The jMisition seems to be (omitting: the <ontiibution (lovernment 
of India) as frdlows; -* 
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Thin shows that the prwent Budiret in practically a repetition of t&e 
Reviaed Eatimate of this year. It aluo shows an effort at retrenckWnt 
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I regret to have to repeat what I said last veal. After one year*« 
work, I fail to see the anhitCK'l’s mind behind the future edifiee. Where 
are constructive proposals for the nation-building; deimitmenU? If 
you really want to build, you must have some idea of what \our building 
is going to be. It is no use complaining that there is no iinmev .\ giMwl 
deal of spade work has to be done. In \ain do we .search the H\idget f«ir 
any indictation of this. 

The archite<'t’s ]>la!i must Ih’ pre|>aied Ixdore the c<»ntrii( tor's esti- 
mate for costs (an be winked (»ut. And befme you l an W(nk out a reli- 
able estimate <»f costs, you (aiinot complain that the tax-pa>ct dis'is not 
pay. 

Take for instunci^ the (irand Canal S( heme t[». tilM. I find that some 
altenition in the pr<»ject is conteinplateil by (♦overnineiit . For this pur- 
pose a sum of " Its. ” ha.s been provided even in this deficit 

lludget, “ for the prepaflition of a re\isi><l plan and estimate <»f the pro- 
ject.” This provision shovs that there is a mind behind the project 
and th»‘rcfore money has been provided foi these preliminary cxpiMises, 
so that the project may really mateiialise. lint (an 1 say thini with 
r<‘gar(l to the nation-building departments y*’ F.xi ept vague promises of 
vague projects made by the Ministers from time to time, ue have had 
nothing definite. I'hey do mit seem anxi(»us eM*n to ask for money for 
preliminary expenses neci’sHarv to give shape to their projints. 

For instam e, we find at page o<). Ibiblic Health Fstablishment - 
Owing to the project’- for small saiiitaiv H« h(*mes nof juiviutj nuituml 
in tiinr to admit of the full jirovjsj.m luong iililisisl,” tlic Mmistei 
(?ongratulute.s himself on having effected a saving of lls. (>7,tKM) Here 
was money voted for sanitaiy pur|M>ses and the Departimoit was iinahle 
to mature even “ .small .sanitar\ srhe»m*s " m the covirsi' of 1!J inorithH, 
As to hig Huiiitarv schemes, ! suppomr the less said the hettin 

Take again the Miiuster f«»r Kdiication 

At page 4r», I find. “ the ile* lease in the revisinl e'-timati* as ciunpured 
W’ith the sanctioned estimate is dtie to th»* payment (»f fitmilhr f/rihitu to 
local bodtrt for prtftiary 0 *flurofion /' As to higher eduration also, one 
tries in vain to find aay indnation of the int^’ritjon of the Minister to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Sadler Commission. A gmwl deal of 
preliminary work will have to be underUikeii, amendment of the jiresent 
University Act will have to be made, if it is the [wdit > of the Minister to 
give effect to it. But everything seems to Im» indefinite. We do not 
know what his t>oli( y is going to be. Dr. Sadler and his r-olleagues were 
brought out here during the height of Uie war, amid extreme perils of 
the sea, as it was underslrxid that the matter was extremely urgent. But 
five years have ndbnl by without any visible result. Instead of 
gtring us an idea of the irorAr in progress, wo get a long list of the trorJ^/t 
in progress! As to the work of the Department of Agriculture, etc., the 
1e«a#aid the better. At one time,' during the year, it was even euggested 



5(> 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 


[2Tth Feb. 

that the Fi»herie8 Department should be abolished ! It would have 
meant less work for the persofts Concerned, but it would have been a 
moriHlrouH injustiee to Heii^ul when* fish is a staple food. 

Under Agricultural Experiments we gave Rs. 66,000 to the Minister 
for provision for the distribution of improved paddy and jute seed. Not 
a single pice seems to have been spent. We gave him at his s]>ecial 
refpiest Us, r>,(KM) for “provision for the establishment of five new farms.** 
Not only has nothing been done or H|)ent, but the Minister seems to have 
abandoned the idea of having any niore “ new farms,” for he has asked 
for n<» prt»vision in the Budget. The work of the ('o-<»perative Credit 
Department is irKii< ated by the provision of onl\ Rs. 6,580 for ” Grants to 
Co-operative Societies all (»ver Bengal.” 1 w«mder if there is anybody 
direi’ling that l)e[)artment who appreciates the importance of a subject 
like this. 

For industrial development also, T should have expected the Mini- 
ster t(t give us some indication of the policy he intends to follow'. At 
j>resent there is a great deal of strafir^hi spirit roused in Bengal. Why 
not take advantage of it. make use of it and encourage honest svadethil 
Home handicrafts should be encouniged. Home Industries Associations 
should l>e establinhed. small industries as well as big industries should 
get every assistance which is in the power of a Government to give. 

This is not a pleasant resume of what 1 find behind the Budget. I 
have not referred to-<lay to the reserved subjects, bei ause those in 
charge have to take orders from above. We are not responsible for what 
they do. 1 can only hope they will be able to allow a sufficient portion 
of the H\irplus due to fresh taxation to be appropriated to transferred 
subjects. 

*rhere is one other subject whi<*h T feel T ('annot pass over. It is of the 
utmost importance that we should have a properly organised department 
for efi'u’ient publit itw and propaganda work. When in the name of 
patriotism people are Iwiiig misled by agitat4>rM with misrepresentations, 
insidious lies, wild rumours, mcial attacks and covert Sedition, it is 
surely dhe duty of the State to spend money on an organised propaganda 
to expose the methmls and aims of these agitators and to take the people 
into its eonfidenee. No doubt tbi.s (^^un^il refused money last year to 
the then Puhlieity Bureau. But I read that more as a protest against the 
inetficienry »d that Bureau than against the principle involved ; 
when a war of calumny against the Government has been 
publicly declaretl. one of the best ways of meeting it is to have an 
efficient organisation for publicity and pnipaganda, if passible under non- 
ofticial contnd. so that ytm can secure a large measure of public auppori 
for its work, I then'f«»re stnmgly urge on the Goveminent to make 
sufficient provision in the Budget for this work. 

ilf» S* M* BOSCt It is not passible, with the short time at my 
disposal, to spenV much on the Budget and I shall confine my remnrke 
to the transferred dejmrtmente. 
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My first complaint is that not ti .*< 10^10 pit'o hun Unjii kt*|>t for uuHlicai 
Hchools. The Government last year were pleii'icnl to ap|H)iut u (\»m- 
mitt^ to consider the matter iVTol 1 Wieve the Uomiinttee has made 
its re|>ort and that it r«v«»ni mended that a medical school slumhl l>e 
first sttirted at Mymetisinjjh. The tlistriet hoard lias nuole a ^rant of 
Its. 27,000 for ne(|uirin^ land and ae<|uisition priHiHnlinufs have Imhmi 
started there. The scheme has alreaily Immmi ap|»n>v»sl hy the Goveiu- 
raent over a year a^fo. Wh> tlieii this dela\ Y I ask why has not money 
l)een found in tliys Bud^’-et ^ It will la* a nuittei of pnifouml ibs- 
appointment if the (‘oiistrui tion of the m Iunii) 1h‘ not startl'd this year. 
Then 1 wish to know why nothing lias Vhvii kept to start a mednal 
schotil at ('hittiijfonjf. I understand that the local jH'ople are anxious 
to start a schixd of a (‘heap ty|»e and are pr«*|mred to provide for the 
land. 1 am fjreatly disap|»ointed that nothing is providetl in the 
Budffet for a .school ther#. 

, Next, I wish to draw the attention of the Government to the prrnve 
injustice done to the sulnrefristrars. East year the sum of lls. 75,(HH1 
w’as provided for increment of their pay. hut even this inadeipiate 
amount wuis not s|>ei»t. The suh-re^n strain hll^e lon^r Is'en protesting 
against their mi.senihle pa\ In every other ile|mrtinenl theie has 
lieen tevision of ptiy. 'I'lie suh-re^nstrars (‘ome from a ver> res|s'( luhle 
class. In the mufassal tlicN are in many places the sole represeiilalives 
of Government. The> have to keep up iip|s‘uriinee.s on a miserahle imy, 
which under present ('onditions i'. utterlv jnade(|uute Ihe\ have 
urffed and entreated the Governineiit to come to their relief The 
Government has Iwen juoiiiisjii^’' lelief for a long time hut nothing has 
reullv been done. I‘oi h(»w long wdl thev have ti» w'ait for Isduled 
justice*'' It is not us if there is not a snUtantial income from that 
DeiHirtiiient. In IfU.H-lJt the net imome was Us. 7 lakhs Hi) thousand, 
in 19Uh20, Us. 12 lakhs fid thousand, in ld2t»-2l. Us. 1) luUis Hd tho i- 
sand. 1 euimietly pre*^ (Ui the hard-heaiti'd I'lnanei* Meinls’r the ahao- 
]ul« iiet essity of a grant f«»r iii< lemeiit of |w> in the Uegislralion 
Department. 

('oming then to Uie head of Edmatimi. I wish to diaw the atten- 
lion of the Hon'hle jifiiiister to the urgent needs of the UalcutlA Univer- 
fiity and es|>ecially to the apjand for funds hy Sir I*, t , Uoy for the 
College of Seieni'e. 

I aliio preHH for a siihatantial grant (o lie earmarkeil for the dereloji- 
meni of women’s mlucation, both primary and se<nmhiry. It is well 
known that no educational institution, spo ially one for women, can 
ever b*» eelf-anpporting. lliere i» a large and a growing demand for 
women** education and I hold it is the first duty of Government to 
help in thk matter. 

I have dwell at length on aome of the crving neeils of the trana- 
fmed d*portiBeDtit. Many of u* fwl tUat in tli« aUo<ation ot gtaota. 
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t1i6 jmraninuTit needs of ihetB departments have not been adequately 
realized It is a matter of supreme importance that these depart- 
ments shcmld not he starved. I hope, therefore, that should there he 
any surplus after the Bills are passed, we shall be allocated at least 
iwo-thirds of the amount. This is the earnest ho})e and desire of all 
of US, and I trust that our np])eai will not be made in vain 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I shall confine 
myself to a few criticisms on the Budget presented to us by the Hon’bl^ 
the Finance Member. In dealinpf with the Revenue side, I cannot help 
expressing my rej^ret that the principle of taxation hitherto adopted 
b(»th by the central ffovernmcnt as well as the provincial Governmeni 
cannot 1 m» characterised as sound from the point of view of the Indian 
raiyuts and working? classes who comprise {15 per cent, of the nation. 

I believe that a lar^e portion of the wealth and income now enjoyed bv 
private iiulividuals is the result of the exploitation of the community^ 
The instrument of taxation may lx- usefully em])loyed by the. State to 
(obtain return of some poition of their exaction to be used for the purjiose 
of improving the conditions and lives of the exploited classes, 'bhere i.s 
no <lcnving Ihe fact that the State is a partn«*r in all ]»nMluctions and in 
all private enterprises. It is onlv by the prote< ti(*n that the law gives 
that pin ate individuals can enjoy their wealth and income. The State, 
including niYnicipalities i.s, therefore, entitled to participate in the profits 
of industry and in the rents from land Taxation is not rightly under- 
st(M)d in the country ami should not lx* regardisl as a necessary evil. 
Taxation, when justl\ IcMeil for nece.s.suT\ pur|M)ses. is a blessing to the 
community. 

I w'ould lay down four broad prim iples of taxation : — 

(o) Taxation shoubl be in pioptirtiim to ability to pay and to the pro- 
tection and IxMiefit conferred on the individuals by the State; (h) no 
taxation should be imposed whi('h encroaches on the individualH* means 
to .satisfy their i»hy.sical and primary neetls; (r) taxation should aim at 
securing the uneurneil increment <»f w^ealth for communal use; and (d) 
taxation should l>e levied on uiieariieil incomes ami should aim delil>er- 
ately at preventing the retention of great fortunes in private hands. 

.Tftdgwl from these basic princ iples, our niiyats and working classes 
who pay the major portion of the salt tax, excise and land revenue 
through landlords, import duties on clothing, do not get sufficient return 
at all. The Police which absorbs a large mirtion of the revenue simply 
oppresses them. The F^ducution Depart mtot which takes a big slice 
dm*8 not affect the raiyuts n« there is little or no primaiy^ education, 
neither does the Army benefit them. The raiyat derives some benefit 
fmm the administration of Justice and the Public Health Department. 
The Agricultural Department with all its nimlel farms and sch<K>ls and 
forec'asting branch, do not affect him b<srause he is tcK> ignorant to 



53 


1022. ) DI8CUSJ?I01i OF THE BODGET. 

ftppf«oiat« them. What is wanted is a sagt of roinpalaion to land- 
owneni to that lands ara improTod. Thay liva hi^rb Haas, iiinir dabts, 
and a^ foraad to sail their property. I say that those who fail to do 
thair duties to the mi^-ats should retire in favour of the State and otx^pt 
6 per cent, bonds. The State is in a ptisition to create )>easant propria* 
tors and to be actually fiartners of fha paasants. The State will treat 
the tenants as humane capitalists, tn^at (heir workman by providing: houa- 
ing, medicines, and even bonuses State co-partnership with peasants 
will result in increasetl yield <tf crops and bring in much larger income 
than fixed land revenue derives. In almost all the new countries, 
Aii.stralia. New Zealand, ('anada and Stmth Africa, the State derives very 
large incomes from business undertakings. This the Indian (lovern- 
ment recognised hy taking ovei rad ways which brings in handsome 
revenues. The (lovernntent should have taken over the coal-mining 
right.s which thf^ could hi ve secured at nominal prices Vhcn their own 
geologist proved rtml in tlistricts like Ilurdwan and Manhhnm. At the 
present output of ciml. iiaiiu lv. 23 million tons, the royalty-owners ticriva 
5*1 lakhs of rupees a year at four annas royalty per ton, 1 maintain 
that had tbe Oovernment l>eeii wise they would have letaiued a great 
portion of it which now goes to the |MM'ke(s of few who ntsrwr had any 
idea of the underground rights and whose present income is therefore, 
absolutely iineano'd. 

T would also suggest a sort of levy on capital. In Hcrigff^ 20 crores 
of rupees were put in joint stock comfsinies wxm after the war 
and a verv large p)rtiof! of it was war wealth It shouhl have Iieen 
taxed 

Hr, D« C. CHOSE: This is done hv Soeialist Ooverninents. 

Mr. KftliHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURIl This has Wn 
done in Kurofs^nn ctiuntries an<t many i»thcr (Countries. 

Then, there should lie death or inheritance duties. In mv opinion, 
notwithstanding diverse laws of inheritance, this is the only lountry 
where the State should take a big slice of nil f«»rtunes and projierties 
not infffsjuently left to adofited sfins. 

Mr. AtlOY CHUNDER DUTY: Mav I rise to a point of order!' Is 
this relevant in a discussion of the Budget f 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: This is a pnn- 
ciple of taxation. 

Mr. D. 0. OHOSSi This will be gefinane when taxation proposals 
are before the Honae. 

Mm iURiNORA NATH MALLIKl la he eaying aomethiog of 
taxation ooMing next year? 


0 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUOHURI: I say tliis for 
future )n<>')anoe. Heav.v succession duties should be levied. We all 
know about the crushing cost of litigation over so many sudoession 
Theiie »iirrpH«ion cases, like the Jheria Raj succession case, 
mean fortune to lawyers and those who live upon litigation. No one 
would grudge if a bjg slice goes t6 the State, and money is diverted 
from the pockets of remote heirs to the State coffer. 

My next point is unearned income. Think of the crores of rupees 
lately made hy land-owners and middlemen who exacted unheard-of 
prices for hnliiings of fulcutta and siihuihan lands. .Land that was 
not worth Rs. 500 a cottnh fetched Rs. 5,000 in a cottah in many 
cases. I think the President himself knows something about it. 
(Cries of: “ Order, order.") I heg your fiarflon. Sir, is it right that 
IxH'uiise a Mullick or a Seal bought a marsh v ])iece of land. for a song 
in the early ’fifties, generations after generations will pay tolls as 
rents ^ What have they done to improve their lands? Nothing. It 
has been done by the communitv, and that community instead of get- 
ting any return must he made to pa\ iTushing lents -thev must eat 
and breed in a single room, wherea^t palaces and parks are enjoyed by 
n few whose ancestors ar(|uired plots which then had no value. While 
the Government suffered for want of funds to carry on works of vital 
importance, crores and crores .went to the pockets of war profiteers, so 
uiu<h so tKat Rs. 20 crores were invested in new companies in two or 
three years. A democratic Government would have stepped in and 
made a levy on this war wealth, hut no, our Government would not 
depart from their tradition and would simplv imjxise indirect taxation 
which affects the raiyats and the working classes. 


Of. 1 IATINDR 4 MATH MOITRA: In the language of the Hon’ble 
Mr Kerr, the general financial situation of t|ie Government of Bengal 
has Wn the subject of frequent discussion in this Council during 
recent months and the broad outline of the situation is only too fami- 
liar to all of us. The Budget, as presented, therefore, does not take 
us hy surprise. In fart in my Budget speech last year I said, many 
members have lamented on this year’s deficit, but I warn my country- 
men that this deficit is going to be recurring unless we can unsettle 
the settlement niriyed a^ by the Meston Committee." This I said 
lait year and I repeat the same with redoubled emphasis this year too 
r i« concerned even with the taxeJi present and 

future. The most remarksble feature ol this year’s budget is a decrease 
^ Ir sanguine expectations of the Finance 

Member have not been fulfilled. The last Budget eetimated the rove, 
nue at 10 crores and 47 lakhs but the actual leoeipte would not 
ej^reed Rs. 971 lakhs leaving a deficit of Rs. 76,00,000. Two ttems 
are mainly res|>onsiWe for this deficit— Btamps and ^cise The 
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Stmnp duty wkicb was eatiiiuited to brings in Rt. 9 ^ laklifi yieldad only 
R«. 265 kkhji whiW Ksciiie dnty eipectrd to bring in R«. Inkbt 
coitld^i acttially bring in more tban Re. 182 lakhe. It mimoi be 
geiniHiid that the influence of t||ie non-co-operation movement hae been 
primarily reeponeible for thie deftSt. although we art made to believe 
that trade deprf»iMiion aK»ne ia rrappnaible for tkia di'creawv However 
that may be, the fart in that this Budg<»t dcw^ nnl ahtiw any iiidieatioua 
of a broad and generous fnrngnimme for the im|m>vement of the con- 
ditions of life of the |ieople and the only solac'e to ua i« that this Bud- 
get with the income, whu h the thr*»e taxes an' exjwcted to bring forth 
will go only for the ban* j>rovii*ioii of the iommU of the administra- 
tion as I am certain that the sanguine exj»ertaiion of the Finance 
Memlier so far us the milisation of taxes is concerned will not be suffi- 
ciently fulfilled and the Hon’hle Meml>er should think of some more 
tax from this luoment. Coining U» s|it'cinl items, nne-i^annot hut b<» 
surprised at finding th«* onward march in exfienditub' on Police from 
yeai to year in spite of the dismal condition of the financ'es over 
several dejairtments. The actuals on police, for 1920-21, came up to 
Rs. 1,05,47.145, hut the Budget provision for 1922-2'l slmws the amount 
of Rs. 1,89.87,(MH) or an inrream^ of Us. 24, .19, 856. This inclinles a 
provision of Hs. 2.54 .fKKt on ac<*ount of extra ]Mdice arrangi'inents to 
roiH-t the fweseiit [Kilitical situation which has for lU chanictenstir, 
“ non-violence *' even under the greatest provin ittion ' ('oinment is 
not only needless hut suis*rfluous, Cnder the head of siinitutiou the 
criminal hu«lg<*t estiinute was Rs. 19.40,0(K) and the revised esitniaie 
was Rs. 10,39,000. Obviously much less has Is'cn s|s‘ut by the Hon’bic 
MemlsT in charge ].asl ^ea^ 1 |M>iiit«Hl out that the phrases 
** schemes are not yet matured ” did not mean anything els^t except- 
ing a lack of initiative and {lossibly the same lethargy whirh was 
least expecteil from one who has b*»eri showing his youthful nctm- 
ties in {sditical life for upwanls <if fifty years. But I forget physio- 
logical decline cannot l«ir ever Iw stopfied. 

One other item that comes ufipermost in mv mind is the exlremeU 
unjust distribution of the people’s money to the two fTniversities of 
Bengal. While Calcutta rniversity, the alma nmtrr of almost all the 
non-official menilsi'rs of this Council, is going to b«* fnrce<l to dose her 
doors for want of funds; the Minister has thought it wise i>i pmt 
R^. 9,00,000 in the coffers of her newly-bom sister, rir . the Docca 
tTniversity, and this I learn, in spite of the re|ieated demands of the 
Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor. Far be it from me the desire to cut 
down expenses on education from any Jtem, but the llon’ble Minister 
owes an explanation to the graduate# of his TJniversitv as to what haf^ 
uade him ao oblivious to the needs of the Calcutta University.^ May 1 
ask ktm in all humility what has the Calcutta Uoiversity done to inevr 
kis diiqaleaeuref I pause for a rcyiiy. 
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In coucJuiiioii, I Surould like to know from tke MinUters in what 
way tbeir work/i gkow a marked progrresa so aa to juatify their main* 
term nee by the tuple's money. If they aay that they cannot do any- 
thinfr worthy of their name and di^i^ owing lo financial embarrae- 
ment) wotlld it not be honeat of them to spare the poor tax-payers of 
this country for the time Ireing so. far as they themselvea are con- 
cerned y 

I hoj>e (hey have read with pleasure and profited by the Budget speech 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Madhusudan Das, Minister for Bihar, and I would 
like to know in what way do the views of our Minisieis agree or 
differ flora him. 


BiInj KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS I am sorry 1 cannot con- 
giatulate the Horrble the Finance Memlx^r on the present deficit 
Budget in the second year of the Reforms. , As soon as the Reforms 
worn introduced in January, 1921, there was a deficit. After the 
reconstitution of the several provinces on the annulment of the parti- 
tion of Bengal, for ahout 8 years Bengal could maintain Tts financial 
pros|)erity, but as s<K)n as the much cs)veted Reforms were intro<luced 


our misfortunes l»egnn. I^ast year, when a pretty heavy cash balance 
was proposed to lie diverted, some of us compilained of it as an aqt of 
spoliation. Over Rs. (JO lakhs w'ere reserved for improvement of sani- 
tation and over a crore for educational development. We proposed 
not to divert this heavy sum. It was not heeded then and we were 
ridiculed; hut just after a year we see that we have exhausted our 
resources and we again meet with a heavy deficit. This year there 
has been a retrenchment of Rs. 08 lakhs and this could have been 
effected not at our suggestions and as a mutter of fact, the expendi- 
ture on some of the heads which were restored had to b<* stopped. We 
wort' however blam^l for disallowing the Police budget one day and 
allowing it on another day. I understand that there was a ' heavy 
deficit of nearly Rs, 78 lakhs in our revenue and that was the reason 
why Government wore forced |o apply the pruning-knife. We were 
not heeded simply because Government were not convinced of the 
iiec'essity of taking precautionary measures till circumstances forced 
Government to do Uie same thing as we suggested. I sympatbise with 
tna Government, but we say that this precautionary measure ought to 
have lieen taken in time. We suggeste.! last year that if any furthei 
taxation was necessary, we might do it then, hut it was not heeded. 
Even, in the beginning of this year there was an assurance that there 
^ would no taxation and ver>' soon we would get a very substanUai 
^giant from the Government of India. Again them is a deficit and we 
ere by taxation you raise Rs. 140 lakhs. In Stamps 

and Ex?thiie them hal been a Wof over Rs. 44 lakhs. The Hon'ble 
Member thinks that in Excise them wonid be some gain next year 
by abeut Bs. 8 lakhs. But if there is again a set-back it 
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we the money m we loet thi# year, what wjtuld our pofttitonf 
if we lose the money in atanip duty, if we cansot realtae the full 
amoulH to our expectation of R*. 140 lakba, what would be our poai* 
tion? We are alwi told that ^ ahould be ver\- cautioua an<!f we ^ 
abould act ae bimineHe men and ifiould not K* led away b# the force 
of oircumatance* from doing ow duty. I nay, ?^ir, do not deceive ua. 
You aay that you woiihl he able to meet the deficit, but you have a 
remiaaion of Ra. fht lakh'* for three veara only. After three yearn 
you do not get any reniijwion. Every prtivuu'e ia India ia in deficit 
and you may not get any aubMtaiitial gain from rediatributiim. I 
expect4»d a bold declanition of principle which ought to be followed in 
dealing with the finaiM ial (MMition, but I am widly difMipiH>inte<l, 1 
neetl not make any suggeation ae I eee there ia no money. I do not 
know how to improve our financial aituation. My friend Mr. Kriabna 
Chandra Ray Chaudhuri Jiaa helfied Mr. Kerr with ainiie auggeationa, 
but I do not know how far it would lie aucc'^'axful. If we have got no 
money how are we to manage our own affaira^ If we are to lairrow 
wc must have to arrungt* ft*r rejaiyuicni. There ia no loan jinlicy 
liefore ua, but wo arc told to nuac (be moneN bv taxation in oitler 
to help that jiolicy. Wc an* not aware aa to why the aeveral aland- 
ing committeea have not Iw'en able to make aiiv real auggeation for 
retrench me lit. I think Ibn Bahadur Nilmran Chandra l)aa (lupta la 
right. That ia not the way in which we ahould do our work. Ia*t ua 
have an indejiendent committee na he aaid for r«4reiM’hmcnt. 'llri^ 
la a very valuable auggeation wlinh ought to Iw* takeij into c<»naidera- 
tion. I will not blame m> friend for not attending money on niiiion* 
building depftrlnmnta aa I a**** he baa got no money to do that. 

The other day, I moved a reardution in thia Council n'commendmg 
that half the incrementa of pay and allowaiicea granted to (loiernmenl 
officem lie withheld till financial conditiona improvral, hut the tlovem- 
men! did not think it fit to accept it. It la a common primuple of 
houaehold management ihat when there ia any financial difticnlty the 
expenaea are cut down in every conceivable manner. 

I^aat year we paaa<‘d a reaolution in thia Council by an overwhelm- 
ing majority that the numlier of Mcmla*rH of the Executive Council lie 
reduced to two. Althongh a year haa elapaed no deciaion apfieara to 
have been arrived at. 


We alao auggeated that aa there were aeveral MemWa in the Exe- 
cutive Council and three Minialera, (he poat of Iliviaional Commiaaiotiert 
might be aboliahed. A committee hae been appointed Ui coneider the 
propoool and it# deciaion ia atill awaited. 

We alao preaaed for reduction of ^penditure on ladice .^^ e^mi- 
mittee boa b^n appointed to inquirMpbd odviae oe to Um wayli wbieh 
mreticbiiient can be effected in that deportment. Him 
olao boe not yet been able to tubmii tie recommeodaiiiMie. f ott 
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personally of opinion, that there is ample scope for economy in tliif 
de]mrtment. 

[Here the member reached his time-limit and resumed bis ^^t.] 

Kwmr SHiB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I should congratulate the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member upon the hidden note of jubilation that 
runs through his introductory spc^ech on the occasion of his presenta- 
tion of the lludgct. I should say that he is the happy possessor of 
almost supernatural power to be able to transform that deficit Budget 
intu a surplus one in the course of the next few days. I wish I could 
agree with him when he says, “ the Finance Department has been 
coini)elled to prune the departmental budgets ruthlessly in spite of 
protests from Meml>ers and Ministers.*’ But from the production 
itself we are led U) supiKise that pc‘rba[>8 the Hon’ble Finance Member 
had begun his pruning first with the transferred departments and then 
by the time h(* had come to the reserv<‘d departments, his pruning- 
knile had got blunted. He deplores that now he and his Secretary ore 
the two most un|K)pular |)eople in the Writers’ Buildings. But I can 
assure him that there is no reason for this grieving over his lost 
iHipulurity. He has not lost any. For the Hon’ble Members of Gov* 
ernment have got their projK‘r (jUoUi owing to his blunted knife, and 
as for the Hon’ble Ministers wli<> could not even manage tb spend 
their (current year’s |H>or allotments, they must thank him for ridding 
them of unnecessary encumbrances next year. I congratulate the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr for having such eminently reasonable Ministers to 
deal with. Our Hon’ble Ministers by not utilising the amounts sanc- 
tioned for their respective departments have also helped Mr. Kerr 
a good deal in having a much larger closing Imlaiice than was exi>ei t- 
ed. While in the Police and other reserved s])en(ling depart- 
nients, perhajw th^ Hon’hle Members, save and except our tractable 
Be venue MemlH*r, had proved too obdurate and no such remarkable 
decrease is visible. And, Sir. some of the economies effected by our 
Mii.ifiU^rs also very instnutive. As for instance under the head 
“ Agriculture.” We find that alwul Rs. less than the sancv 

tioruHi estimate has been actually spent and in tlie explanation we are 
jrlieved to Imru that the small detirease in the revised estimate is 
l»artly due to the iion-uiiliaation in full of the provision of Be. fifi.OiKl 
for the distribution of improved paddy and jute seeds. Thus, all the 
officers in that department had drawn their increased salaries, bad 
enjoyed their proper travelling allowances, but only they did not caie 
to distribute the much talked-ol Indrasails and Kaia^n Bombai needs. 
Then, again, to quote another glaring instance of economy effected 
by an<^ esteemed Minister, m ihe non-utilisation of the lump provi- 
aiin of Ba. 75,008 for the reviikm of pay of the aiib-iegistrars Jbc 
prq^ to them ^raa hm\en in the current year, and lietng once 
brokin it has no Mnding effect, and eo no provision bas been made for 
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Hun’lde Minister for hnnng oiitgrown ihsi old snying^ ** do ns you 
woul^be done by and for tenaciously holding to his oiro sumptuous 
•nlary, and effecting economy in the case of his poorly-paid stihurdi* 
nates. Beautiful economy surely ! Ap^mrently the Hotrble Mr. Kerr 
hnf a grievance against the Standing Committees for not receiving sup. 
port from them in this matter of retrenchments. But are the 
Standing Committees really so much to be blamed ? For, this power of 
demising possible retnMu'hmeiiU was vestei] in them only in IkMwniber 
last and they got the de})artmental budg«*ts in Januar>' and 8*i they 
liail not even a month, and I do not know how many sittings, to 
cemsider these matters. I have lanm in the Police Itetroiichinent 
Committee (or the last six months and still our Committee has not 
be<'n able even to gather necessar>- informations, let alone suggest any 
definite retrenchments. Being in the t ommittiH* so long, 1 am con- 
viiiced now. that no retfl»nchments can he eff<M*ted unless the oflicials 
help us. Fur, it is the oiiirials alone, who through their long intimate 
contact, know what are e«(seiituiis and what are not, and if in any 
suggested retrenchment they have n<» heart, it is im}x)ssihle to effect 
it. But w'e have gathered h(» far that economies are possible and 
decent economies too. and that to suggest them dehtiiUdy, a ('ritittal 
and detailed exannnation of the iidm mist rut ion and its marhiiiery is 
necessary and ofliciul ro-oj»enition is esmuitial. But J am constrained 
to saj that th<*re has Wen a lumentnhle lack of othcinl co-o|)eraUon in 
this Police Ketrent hmeni affair. To suhsiantiate what I have said 
just now, let me ipiote a recent mstato'e. Sir, l>esides Burma, Bengal 
js the only province which is the happy {sissessor of a military 
pcilire. We wanted lo know* the reason as to why such military |»nlice 
force is not maintained in any other provinev* in India and how the 
work is managed in these provinc’cs. Our Committee thought such 
information essentially niKewsary for our guidance in this matter. 
Bill, Sir, would you Wlieve what answer we have received from the 
Cbitff Si^cretarv?^ The Chief Secretary tells us, “ it is im{K>ssihle to 
answer questions relating to other provinces,** that is all! No informa^ 
tion is sought for from the other provincial Oovernments, no attempt 
even is made, and the intem»g.ilor> is brushed aside as ini|Mmsib}e U> 
answer. When we meet with such courtesy even from high officials, 
how is it possible for us to work and make any useful suggestionf 
And Sir, we are sure, as I have alrearly said, that retrenchments are 
pusstble. For instance, in this very military police, out of a total 
stnengtb of about 860 men and officers, never in its history have more 
than 220 of the force been emjdoyiHl, during anv gi%*en fteriod, 
for quelling disturban('es. And, Sir, the major portion of ibis force ^ 
it statumed at Dacca and Buxar, but in recent years it bas Wan ^ 
aeati that most of the disturbances naoessilating^ilitary help five 
occurtad in the mill areas in West Bangiif' wbam, again^^onlr last. 
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yenr, we c’onfdderalAy strengthened the ordinary police. So, Sir, it is 
appeient that the military police can be reduced, if not abolished alto- 
gether, and hence this evasive reply of the Chief Secretary. Siry when 
I am talking of possible retrenchments, T cannot help making a passing 
reference to a small matter which wpuld illustrate what detailed 
examination is necessary for retrenchments. We have got a Police 
Training (’ollege at Sarda, and ponies are provided there for Sub- 
Inspector cadets, one jHmy for every 4 cadets; and the superior officers 
under training are expected, under the rules, to have their own 
ponies. Now what was the number of Government ponies there last 
yeiir? Twenty-eight, while the number of Sub-Inspectors under 
training were at one time only two, and at no time more than fifteen. 
But these 28 ponies should suffice for 112 cadets. Even this year 
only ten cadets have l)een recruited. Sir, for each pony the Govem- 
nicnt has to HiK*nd about Its. 600 a year. We understand wby so many 
ponies are kept, for polo and pig-sticking are always enjoyable 
things, Mjvcially when one goes to Sarda on travelling allowance to 
coiiibine business and pleasure together. But, Sir, this is atmut a 
dign'ssion, a retrenchment digressioii, a mere hint that economy is 
IM)ssihle, if the Tloirble Meml)ers in charge and their high subordinates 
are really reasonable and resjK>iisible. Surely it c^innot be said 
that they know nothing of these things, these j>etty holes in the pocket 
of the Bengal Goveriitnent. But, the llon’ble Members are not amen- 
abh‘ to any reason that emanates from the nori-official benches and 
their resiKHisihility, too, at present, lies 6,006 miles off; so we are 
absolutely helpless to stem the tide of the ever-growing extravagance, 

bor n few’ months post, we have been bearing much of prospeo- 
live loans, ami I was eagerly exjjecting such proposals in the Budget. 
But save and except a loan of Us. lakhs, njiurt from a fresh Gov- 
ernmeiit of India I^ian of Us. 50 lakhs for Irrigation, there is no 
othoi indication of any other loan. An outlay on irrigation and navi- 
gation canals can very well be said to be “ reproductive,*' but srbat 
has been actually the coiiditi(m in our country? If we turn to 
Uevenu© Heads XIII and XIV and Kxi»enditure Heads 14. 16, 16 and 
19, we learn that even under such “ reproductive ” items as naviga- 
tioVk and irrigation, the Government has singularly failed to make 
them revenue-isiying : while we spend Us. 68,40,000 in interests and 
working ex^ienses, we get only Us. 11,66.000 and thus lose Rs. 46,84,000 
Unuually. In the Ifght of these realities, it is imperative that the 
whole problem of navigation, irrigaiion and drainage canals should be 
thoroughly re-examined by independent experts from Home. 

There is another matter to which I would like to refer on this 
occasiomi This is the last time Hiat Sir Henry Wheeler preaeata the 
billets of hia dep4imenU. It has been our unpleasant duty to often 
taritic^ hia badgeta on ^ ground ol aatravagance, but, Sir, there ii 
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DO denying the feci that he haa been able to pltioe hii de^airtinetiU in 
«« efioie&t a poaiiion aa ponaibley and though we had often oeenaiona 
to carrel with him. } have no hiniitattoti in Miying that, by bia 
retirement, we will lofw« one of the ableat adminiatratora that we had 
in Bengal for a long time. J pray to Oml that he may he apareil 
long and that hi^i exre(>tiona) abilities may be further utiliaed to the 
iinmenae benefit of the (lov«*rnment. 

Adjoiirfiiiiifit 

rhe Council then adjourned till Tueiulay. the 2Mth February, 
at 3 r.M. at the Town Hall, ('alcutta. 



ProoMdifigi of tho Bongtl Logitiativo Couneil asoomlilod uiNlor ttio 
provisiofit d th# Govomniefil of Indio Act 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 28th February, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


Proiont: 

Th<* Deputy-FreHident in the Chair, the Hon'ble the four Members 
of the Kxec'utive Council, the Hon’ble thi» three Ministers, and 85 nomi- 
nated ind elected members. 


Discussion of tho Budgd. 

Khsn Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM: This is the second year of 
the Iteform era ushered in with siu h pomp and pageantry, and acclaimed 
by a section of our countrymen as jiromisinp the dawn of the millennium. 
Wisdom in this world takes lonjj^ in comiu^^ htit in this instaiK'e. it lias 
come t(K) (juickly to our jieoplc. Fiiithusiiiusts for Hefornis have been 
Nolxu'ed and are already ominously shaking their heads; and non- 
Indieveis in Uefonus have been siusfied in their disludief. Moslem 
luodeiateH, like myself, who are neither enthusiasts imr d sheli«*vet \ in 
the Reforms, hut who cure only that in all constitutional and adiiiinis- 
trative arrangements, Moslem conimunal riglits and privileges should In* 
safeguarded in the Cegislative Councils and other self-governing hwal 
l)o<hes, and in the Public Services, have reason to feel anxious for the 
future of the great Moslem community in Bengal, in view of the exhibi* 
tion of {tartiul, and passionate swarajist spirit that we have already seen 
ill this (^nincil in connection with the Calcutta Municipal Amendment 
Hill and other affairs. Sir, the spell is gone, the charm is flown, and the 
vision of an Indian milieiinium dreamt of by Akhar, and revisuulised by 
the author of the Reforms, Mr. Montagu, has vanished into thin air. 
And need I say this dillusionrnent has been partly hastened also by the 
doWul budgets preseiitiHl by the llon’hle Finance Meml)er both last year 
and this year and by the menace of fresh taxation. And camouflage it as 
you may, we mil realise that the Refonns mean not only a succession of 
deficit budgets, of provincial and imperial Imiikruptcy, of endless addi- 
tions in taxation and of heavy outlay of expenditure on the Services, 
laith Imperial and Provincial, and other useless constitutional costly 
toys and baubles, hut the Reforms mean also an ever-r<H'urring crop of 
mischievous unrest which is not only costing us extra money for extra 
poHce and extra jaiU, but is disturbing the placid calm of Eastern life, 
undermining the foundaiions of our time-cherished social organisations 
and institutions, and^is threatening to lead us down to the infernal abyss 
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of liwleM anarchy. Sir, the present disturlwd fuditieal situation which 
is seriously affectinjf our financial position, as disclosed by the fall in 
Ex&e and Stamp receipts, and by increase in police and jail expenditure, 
is epitomised pithily by the lines of the Persian poet, llafi* 

“ In che ihoratst kat dar daur-i-qntnr mi 6oiim 
Hama afaq pur az fitnah o shar mi 6inim " 

(What IS this disturbance that 1 decry in the revolution ol the n}m>n.^ 

I see the whole world is full of disiHird and wmnt;lin||{ ) 

They say Western cheiuicals are nearly burst injf our Eastern bottles 
and every friend of India is therefore luiund by adt»ption of iiiiu*l\ mea- 
sures to prevent the dreaded explosion which would be not only destruc- 
tive of projfressive and nviii.stMl (loverninent , but would niakc a rlean 
sweep of individual life, liberty and property. At suc h a time of poli- 
tical unrest and crisis, may I. on behalf of myself and many of my coi- 
leagues in this (\)unci|, .state that the departure of the lloii'hle Sir 
Henry Wheeler wdio has administered the police dejiartinent -wj eHic ieiit- 
ly and tactfully, and wliosc administrative capacity is of the hi^fliest 
order will be seriousl\ felt as a loss^* Ills has been a jyricat and towel - 
injf personality in this (’oiim il b\ reason of his intellei tual |M>wers, and 
his masterly s[M»eches, lucidly exiKmndinjf the |»olicv of (bivcrnment, 
have been intelle<'tual treats to many of us in this (’ouncil. We ho|M' 
and trust his uiiKjue admirnst lat ive exf»erience, his vast knowledge ol 
the serious current jirohleins of India will la* utilised in higher spheres 
of Indian administration, and that the Muhammadan cause will find a 
place in his heart, 

Ni.’.v I will offer a few ^»’eneral remarks about some of the pi •>miii 4 **it 
featuies of the financial Hudjj'et, as they strike me. 

It is to be re^^retted that the starting balance of last year amounimic 
to over Rs d rrores has alreuiiy been drawn upon so heavily, aiMl will 
nearly disappeui towards the clo.se of the year. It is certainly not sound 
finance to exhaust one’s reserve balance in order to meet current expenses 
of onlinary administration, hut in this jwirticular case, the absorption of 
previous years’ balance is not only unsound finance, but is a cruel wroiiff, 
as the balances were patiently accummulate<i durin^< a series of years 
and were made up of ffenerous doles from the Government of India for 
certain set purposes, such as primary and ajs^ricultiiral educational and 
sanitation. 

Another sinking feature is this. The Hon’ble Finance Memlier in 
hot haste, at the beprinninff of last year, repaid a loan of about Rs. 8d 
lakhs, which carried interest at 3^ per e^nt., to the Government of 
India, though he could under the Devolution Rules spread the repayment 
over 12 years. And now it appears from the present Rudgei that he 
contemplates taking a fresh loan from the Government of India of 
about Rs. 80 lakhs, at presumably higher raU of interest as the money- 
madeet now is tighter. The wisdom of such financial somersaults seems 



to be (lubiouH. The ^ion'ble Finance Member had the misfortune of 
presenting a deficit Budget last year and he has to repeat the same 
doleful performance of presenting a deficit Budget this year. I sjinpa- 
thise with his troubles, but do not share his optiiiism for next year. I 
apprehend the receipts for Kx(;i.se and Stamps liave been overestimated 
in the present Budget, as I see no sign of ahatement of the present non- 
co-operation movement which is reducing litigation and consumption 
of li(|U{»r. I may be wrong and the Hon’hle Finance Member may be 
right; in any case, it is an inteiesting sight to me to see the Hon’ble 
Finance Member unwittingly in spiritual company with the Persian 
p(»et-philosop}ier, Omar Kliayyam, who holds forth: — 

“ Jmroz turn da$iTn$i t-fttTdn nut. 

(httuldiha-i-fardunt ba;uz $auda nitt " 

(Ti>-<iuy tliuu hast, no power over to niorrow, 

H<i anxiety about the morrow ik sheer niadneas ) 

So I leave the Hon'blc Finance Member to his hapjiy optimism, and 
1 (jike the liberty of making some general observations regarding the 
allocation of revenue to ihff^Ment heads. Broadly speaking of the 
total r<*venue rei eijds of neaily Its, 1) < rores odd lakhs, moie 
than Us. f) crores is absorbed by Oeneral Administration, Administration 
of dustii'O, l*(dice, .fails, Original ('ivil Buildings, Pensions, Stationery 
and Printing, leaving nearly over Its. 4A iTores available for the improve- 
ment of KdiK'alion, Sanitation, Medical Belief. Agriculture, etc. etc. 

, Of (his, it wouM afipear only Its. LMO.Tv.OBO iii less than ‘Jh jier cent, of 
the total revenue leceipts is dexoted (<» liiiucat imi, Health, Medic al, 
4 . Agiiculture and Indnstiies, inclnding costs of their special technical 
esiuldislunents. d'liis does not appear to be satisfactory. Again, as 
lias alieady h«‘en (ejsely pointed out by Cidonel Pugh, vome of our 
Minis(c*r.s could not ev<*n utilise several sanctioned provisions of money 
becatise tliev could md mature then schemes. Sii, this .sort of plea is 
neither fair to our constituents nor creditable to the Ministers concerned 
who are jmid handsomely and helped by highly-paid experts in order to 
use their brainf for foiinnlating jiolicies, programmes and stdiemes. 
People may be apt under the circurnstuTmes, to exclaim in the .slightly 
altered Peisian line; 

" I etr~f-cKutiin ma*hir-t-chunan " 

(Stieh lire the Ministers »n<l such lire their expert -advisers ) 

'riiere i.s onewnther remark that I wish to offer in regard to the Educa- 
tion budget. I personally have confidence in the faime.ss of the Ilon’ble 
Education Minister. 1 have reason to know be i.s a man with 
breadth of mind and with a spirit of “ give and take/' I have no doubt 
that Muslim educational interests are fairly safe in his bands; yet I 
should like to see in future educational budgets definite information 
us to how much of provincial revenue has been spent on Muhammadan 
educational purposes (save and except the Madraaiiahs which are already 
separately shown in the Budgets and on scholanKi{is to Muhammadan 
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students. May I, in this conmndion, hope and tniHt that the Hon’hle 
Miniaier for Education will redeem the promise ifiveii by Government 
Iong?lon«: ajfo, in response to insistent Muhammadan cries, to establish 
a first-prade Muhammadan colle#?e in ('alcutta? In this connection, 
the Moslem may well heave a sir'll, and lodd forth with the Persian p<»et. 
Saadi : — 

dufta Qufta mnn nhudam bt»i<ir go 
Jxiikan ekian nz $hutnn umiit'am aartir fo ’* 

(Biibblinp, babbling, I have bca)^** a tone worn babbler, 

Hut I fitul none of yon heeding inv babble \ 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: The Bmljr,*t that has Ihhoi 
placed before us, as we all know, ivj a deficit hmlg-et, and ns such, it is ex- 
tremely discourag-ijig to those xOio wanted tliat at the present moment 
we would be able to do somethin/^ which would justify our expectations 
to make the Heforms a .s*i<’cess Actuallx at this time of the vear. only 
a year affo, we expected that in the vear adequate provisTon \xould 

be made for what Sir Surendra Natli Hanet jea had calleil the nution- 
buildinpr departments. We are extremely disapjiointed to find that 
r.^ moTdhs have now passed awav, atol xxe are a« tuallv far away fr<un the 
desired land, ami in fact, no better off than we were last year, laiokinpji 
at the p!os[>e<’ts. xx e are <lisa]qM>inted to fiml tliat tliev are very, very 
gloomy. We realise that all depends upon the amount that will l>e 
raised by fresli taxation It has been sugg-ested that the revenue from 
fresh taxation xxouid hi* reah-.ed fiom three diffeient chiinnels; these afe 
under our (onsideration. and will be taken up ere lorig, but what we 
haNe been aide make out woubl pistifx us in sayings that thi)||:i? is tiof 
much likelihood of the total amount that has been estimated from these 
three sources, being fully realised 'I’he prospei ts regarding th^ Amuse- 
ment Tax are n<tt at all right 'I'he amount that has lieen estiniateil to 
he derived from the other two sources aKn. 1 believe, is not very ht>pe- 
ful. No taxation fr(unjinv other source has yet been suggested, and I 
[xersonally do not think tliat the < ountry is in a fiosition to hear any extra 
t^ixation; therefore, 1 am disposed to think that th# prospects are 
very gloomy, I'he only wav. therefore, to arhieve our object would he 
to .secure monev by cutting down all superfluous exfienditure. Jn the 
Budget whi<h has been preserited before us by Hie Finance Member, 
tindoubtedly attempts have been made at retrenchment . hut w’e have 
been told hy the HonTile Mr Kerr tlmt the Budget has Keen framed 
“in a spirit of rigid and pai>iiin»nious economy.” I am ()notine from 
his speech where he said, “that the budget provides for the hare needs 
of the administration.” f have tried to examine the budget from 

beginning to end but I rejffet I cannot agree w'ith him, and I do not 
think that hi« remarks are perfectly justified. If one would tfike the 
trouble to go through the different items that have been budgeted, he 
would be surpriae<l to find a gornl many items which cannot come under 
the category of “bare needs of the administration." I will give some 
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iriMfancM. Provision has tna^A for Rs. 1.64.000 aa a lump atiin for 
tlio prc*«i(lRnry police, details of which are not available. It is noted ho 
in the foot-note ** detailH not available.** Then I find that we have an 
additir>n of two PreKidency Majri«»tnites in Talcutta ; those who are 
familiar with the police courts in Calcutta will at once tell yon that the 
number of. nolice canes are decreasinjr; so I fail to understand why the 
number of Presidency Majristmtes has been increased. Then the new 
traffif* f rmrt has been bxated in a Tniserablc lookinpr house for which 
M very hi(.fh rent is beinjf paid— something like five to six hundred rupees 
a month. T do not think there is any necessity for this. Then T find 
there is a if)rovisifin of Its. 00. (KK) and Its. 4,0r)0 a^.rninst Rs. 80,000 and 
Us. 2.000 in the present vear for the band establishment of His Kxcel- 
lencv the (ioverrior. I do not fd)i<‘cl to the bajiil establishment but 
wbnt T do object to is the increase from Us 2.0fK) to Us. 4,000 and from 
Us. 80,000 to Us. 90, (KK) this year rertainly this is not a bare 
necessity, especially in the present state f)f our finances. 

Then a^rain, I find Us, 5.000 for the doubtful utility for an advisory 
f*ommittee for Indian students. Next, T find a prrant to the Indian 
S<»cietv of Orietttal .^rt of IN. 19.890; ])erhaps I would be taken to task 
bv v(»m(‘ of the lovers of Oriental Art for objectinjr to this, but my humble 
oninion is that in this vear of stress and difficultv, an exnenditure of 
nearly Its. 20.000 for the Indian Societv of Oriental Art is not a bare 
neresm'tv, Then airain I find IN JO.OtK) for the Ibiard oi Secondary and 
Jfnfermediate Kducution at l)a<ca ; if my information is correct, there 
is no necessity for this; it nn^ht be handed over to the Dacca University 
or (»lhiM} body, *rhere arc a host of <»ther similar ite!ns. lump sum pro- 
visions. tinder the head of prants to different educational institutions. 
There in a large jirovision f<»r female teachers paving vi.sitations from 
liousc to house Such things are desirable, and I do not object to them 
but in a year of stress and difficulty, they may be done away with. In 
anv case, ns I have already poimted out they ar** not bare ne<cssities of 
life. If one would turn to the pages of the budget and scrutinise the 
items, he would find many more. 

T think the Bengal administration is undoubtedly top-heavy, and 
any attempt to improve the financial condition of our province, must 
be based on a desire to effe<’t economy fn»m the very top. This is, 
however, at present forbidden gTound to ns, but when the demands for 
grants come to (bis Council, we would W well-advised not to lose any 
oppirtunity effect reductiivn wherever pissible. 

The present Budget has provided very little for primary e<luc4ition 
although this is a crying need of the country. Multiplication of the 
su|ier\'ising staff and the erection of magnificent buildings will not 
carry forward the cause of primary education, I must take exception 
to the Government policy, which we call the brick and mortar policy, 
of building magnificent houses for accommodation of the sebooU which, 
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howeTer, does Dot help iDDch in furtheriDg the^cause of education. The 
most important thinj? is expansion of primary education, hut even in 
villaSr^s and distant places where people are accustomed to live in huts 
magnificent buildinp^s are l>einp erected for sc Ium)!'*. In ('ah utta. we 
find, whenever there is a proposal for technical or primary eihu ation 
Wiiiff extended, the first thought is devoted to ma#fnificent hnihlini? on 
land worth Rs. 5,000 to lt<, r>,0(Kl a cottah: this does away with the 
whole of the money and there in nothinjr left for the orijrinal scheme. 
We are anxious t«> find multiplication of schools hnilt in modest, winitary 
cottap'es all over the countr\, and the i>eople attracted to these phoes 
by the prospect of receiving elementary education without any serious 
detriment to their jmrse and convenience; that is what the jxjlicv should 
Im*. In ('ahutta. 1 find that in the last few years the responsibility 
for primary education was shared l>etween Government and the Corpor- 
ation; the Bengal Ooviynment. T arn sorry to say, did very little for 
furthering primary education in ('alcutta; the result is that* the state 
of thinjrs as re"ards primary education is worse in t^alcutta than in the 
mufassal Onlv last year, after a ^ood deal <»f dismission in tlie ('orpor- 
ation. the responsibility for prinuiTV educatiem w*as taken over by the 
Corporation. The Hon’ble the Minister in c harjfe of Kducution will l»e 
able to tell you that four months ajfo a Joint Kdiication Committee was 
appointed, but 1 am sorry to sn\ that in these four months it haa not 
been decided whetlier this committee should be an Advisory ('onimittee 
or would (oiitrol pnmaiy ediualiou in Calcutta; and the resu If is tlmt 
only one or two meetings have been held, and the members found that 
unless their pusitnm was made clear, it was ditlicult t(» on. That is 

w}jy 1 idnert to the present p<dic\ of (Mivernment Wp must have a more 

. . ** 
vijrilant policy for primary educatirm in Calcutta and the mufassal. 

(’oinin^ to the subjec I which is |>ernliarly mv r»wn, ri:., the subject 
of medical relief. T find that all over Benjral people are sufferinff for 
want of adequat.e medical relief The Government p(*li( y here b1«m> is 
to build larjre builflintrs and to run hospitals on very exfiensive lines, with 
a superior staff w'hi< h is <lisproport ionateh costly, due to the recruit- 
ment <if Indian Medical Servicp officers. It is time that the Minister 
took into consideration the |M)ssibility of having more extended ignedicnl 
relief all over the country, and that is only jxissjble by takinj^ Up a 
method of economy which would he rpiite practicable if you do not 
confine yourself only to the Indian Medical Service, hut throw the 
appointments of>en to all fftwid medical men and attract ffood pHvata 
practitioners in mana^infr the hospitals. We are anxious to have more 
hospitals and infirmaries throughout the province, hut this may only he 
pf>ssihle, if we adopt this policy of economy which I have already 
pointad out. 

In rejrard to public health, I find the same Government policy 
prevailinfr The major portion of the Budiret allotment is swallowed 
up hy the maintenance of the costly ea^hlishment We find Director# 
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of Publ ic Health and Aaaietant Directors of Public Health provided in 
the and wtill you find the same malaria, the same cholera, the 

same kula<«fiar, and the same difficulty with regard to filtered water. 
We find the same state of affairs throughout the province regarding 
disi»aHf*s, etc., hut tlie cost of maintenance of the staff is going up. We 
are anxiously expecting proposals of campaign against malaria, cholera 
and kala>axar and other prevent ihle diseases, and I hope that in 
framing those schemes more attention should l>e paid to measures to 
aJiielioraie the <'ondition of the people tlian has hitherto been done. 
We feel that the Budget to be satisfactory must contain adequate pro- 
vision to improve the economic condition of the people. The present 
budget has Ma<lly disappointed us in this repscct. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The Hon'ble the Finance Member 
has said that the present Budget is one oi whi(Jh no one can feel proud. 
Sir, I will go further and nay that this is a great non-co-operation Budget, 
be<‘ause, first (if all, we do not find any indi<‘afion in it of the Govern- 
ment’s desire to co-operate with the aspirations of the people; we do not 
find any definite schemes for fighting with the three great problems of 
Bengal, naiiudy, poverty, igmuance and sickness; and secondly, 
Iwause, Sir. I hardly know of any other dexmment that will tend to 
advance the cause of uon-c(»-opcnit ion more fully than this deficit 
Budget, (i(U(iandiiig an imposition of three new taxes, taxes which aie not 
to le regarded as teiup(»rary measures to tide over an extriOTilirarv 
filianeiul aihiatioii, hut taxes which threaten to remain a permanent 
Tiurden on the jumu people of this province Sir. we have been taunted 
in this Ununcil that wc represent, no one hut our ow'u selves only. T took 
specfiil care to send copies of the three taxation Bills to many important 
associations of mv ow'n constituency; 1 discussed the matter with .some 
leading men, and I have Wmi met with the reply. “ We will not have 
any taxation ; if the reformed ndministratioii cannot be carried on with- 
out taxation, we do not want these reforms.” So T say, Sir, with the 
Tone of my constituency behind me. that T cannot support a Bedi^et 
that asks for taxation to carry on the f>rdinary I'ost of administration. 
And, Sir m\ constitnero N is not alone in this mental attitude. We have 
the ft<ff!ual support of no less a personage than the Hon’hle Secretary of 
State liim.self who declareil onlv the either day that India wa« a jioor 
country and Ihejieople were already tm> heavily taxed! 

Taist year, the financial position of Bengal was just as had as, if not 
wome than, what it is this year. Whv did not the Government launch 
on retrenchment as seriously as thev say they have done this year, or if 
that was not possible, why did they not fall upon taxation then? 
Because, if T am not much mistaken, they were afraid that propoaala for 
taxation in the very first year of the Reform* would have damned the 
whole scheme altogether. So. they fell hack upon the unspent halanrea. 
bajance* which they had hardly any right to touch, balances which had 
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been f^tkaUy ear-marked for educational and other schemes. Sir, I 
think would have been more fair, more straightforward, more honest 
to say once for all, at the beginning of the reformed Government, that 
it could not be carried without fresh taxation, instead of some Minister 
coming forward to give vague assurances that no taxation would be 
resorted to. 

We have been told that such retrenchment lias been effected, that no 
more can be done and that the hcd-rock has at last been reached. When 
we find that the proposal for reducing the number of Executive Council- 
lors has not yet been seriously thought of, when we understand that the 
proposal for the abolition of ('oiunnssioners has not yet matured, when 
we know that many posts like (hose of the Director of land Ile<H>rds and 
Director of Surveys, posts like those of the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration, Commissioner of Excise and Deputy f’ollector of Tinnd Revenue 
and Collector of Ex( isc •and Stamp Revenue Culj utta, [K)st$ 
like those of the Tnspector-Genenil of I*risons anil InspectortOeneral of 
Hospitals can be aiuulganuited. when we know that (he Police budget 
can be readily pnnied down and >et we find an ini rease of expenses in the 
District Criminal Intelligence Department, when \\e know that there are 
hosts of other methods of effecting retrenchment, how can we feel that 
the last word on retrenchment has been said? I say that the attempt 
at retrenchment has not been serious. It is the clear duty of Govern- 
ment to take up the ijuestiorj of retrenchment in (lie same hiisinups-like 
method as it has been done in England, hy ai)poln(ing an ex^iert com- 
mittee like the (ieddes Committee; we, rjon-oflicial members, I'annot gel 
all (he papers of the Government, we cannot know all the details of the 
udministnition, wi* carj only make broad suggestions, us we have often 
done. It is the clear duty of the (lovernment to tackle the problem on its 
own initiative, instead of regarding j)roposaIs of retrem bment in the 
light of obstruction. We have been told that the various standing 
committees have not been able to effect retrenchment. Sir, I lielong to a 
standing committee myself, btit I seriously ask the Council, was it pos- 
sible for us, placed as we were, to tackle the departmental budgets? 
The Budget was handed over to us later than the proverbial eleventh hour, 
when we had only 4 or 5 days to study an elaborate budget. As i{ this 
were not enough, when the time for discussion came, and I tried to 
raise the question of the organisation of the defmrtmcnt in order to see 
how retrenchment might l>e effected, what reply do you think I receiver!? 
I wa« plainly told (hat the matter was irrelevant and it was necessary to 
find money for the existing staff of the department. Sir, if this be the 
procedure to be adopted in the standing committees, then all I can say is, 
that they are a farce, they only serve the purpose of an eye-wash, to give 
a gloas over the already adopted Budget of the Finance Department 

Hear, bear If this Council really believes in the efficacy of the 
standing committees as far as retrenchment is concerned, why then did 
it aak lor t Police Betrenc&ment Committee, when it knew that there was 
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already a Police Standing Committee in existence ? These standing com* 
mittees serve no useful pun>ose as far as the question of retrenchment is 
concerned. 

us now come to the actual budget figures. First of all^ we find 
that the transferred departments have got only 34 per cent., whereas the 
reserved. (lejiartTneniH have (»6 jier cent. In view of a recent resolution 
(»f this (\uincil asking for 40 |>er rent, for the transferred de{Kirtments. 
this allocalion must be regarded as unfair. We, a.s a (.’ouncil, strength- 
en(‘d the hands of the Ministers by that resolution; if they could have 
fought the Finance Department with half the tenacity with which they 
fought the Council for retaining their lls. f)4,(KM), I believe they might 
have done something. Hut how can they fights They have no matured 
schemes. I Indieve that the Police Department can get such a large dole 
out of the Finance Department, because it has got sf» many schemes 
matured ami ready. What have the lljm’ble Ministers done during the 
last 12 months to get any scheme cut and dried and rea(l\ f«>r the Finance 
Department y We have lately been hearing a great deal about th(* grand 
anti-malarial loan of Rs, 2 crores. Where is that scheme? Who has 
drawn up the scheme? How is the figure 2 crores arrived at? Has it 
got the preliminary sanction of the ( ii»vernment ? Dr is the wlude 
scheme still in a nebulous stage? 

The Ilon’ble F'inance Member has provirled for a defi« it of Rs. 127 
lakhs. Hut, Sir, 1 am afraid the deficit will be much more T.ast year, 
at budget time, some of us sounded a note. of v^arning that the revenue 
under Kxcis(* and Stamps would fall short of exj»ectation, but our voice 
was unheeded beruiuse we were mere rrovices; but the unerring hand of 
destiny has falsified the hopes «)f expert tinam iers. We may be novices in 
finance, but we are in more intimate tomb with the <-onditions prevail- 
ing in the r-ountry, and we know the pt»werful cfTer t of th(‘ anti-drink ami 
anti-litigation campaign. The number of law j-ascs has dwindled down in 
nil law r'ourts, and if the Court-fees Hil! be passed into legislation, their 
numlsM will grow smaller stilt I still think that the n‘venue allotment 
under Kxcise and Stamps is more than can be |ustifietl by the present 
Condition of the countr'v. Then in the l.arvd Rexenue side, there has been 
n drop of more than Rs dj lakhs under (he head Survey ami Settlement. 
The main reason given, is (hat the original estimate for Jessore was t(H» 
optitni.st i(*. This \eur, the Diiecttir of Hand Records hopes (for what 
reason, Henvfn knows> to recover the difference of lls, 3} lakhs. Is not 
this pious hope likely to l)e tiai optimistic? T’he revenue is bound to be 
short of expectations, and I am afraid that the deficit may go up to 
Rs. HO lakhs. You cannot exjsM t more than this sum from the new 
taxes. Where then will your new supplementary budget and the anti- 
malaria loan schemes get their fiimince? 

Under the head High (\mrt. we find a pmvision of Rs. 50.000 for 
paper-btioks. Sir, after the decision of the Council last year, this 
proviatoti is memt unjustifiable. * 
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Tbere is a prorision of Rs. lakhs for appointment of temporary 
Judges and Suliordinate Judges to cope with the large increase of jiidicitti 
work. But where, pray, is the increase? As for the VoVh^ I)<»part- 
ment, Sir, much has been said and I will not go into details to-day. Rut 
to show the attitude of the higher authorities. I will only mention one 
instance. Ust year, in July, I think a Retrenchment ('ommittee met 
at Dacca, consisting of the District Magistrate, the Di.strict Superinten- 
dent of Police and three moderate members of this ( ouncil and they 
eipressed their strong opinion that Kuropean sergeants were not neces- 
sary at Dacca, and yet in the Budget, we find full provision for these 
sergeants at Dacca. 

In the Education Department, a great deal has already been said, how 
even the small grant on am ount of primary education could not be spent, 
how the usefuln«*s^ of the (^ilcutta Si'ience t'ollege is being ieopardiseil 
by the non-pnu-ision of ant grants I find that the Minister in Iws anxie- 
ty to give a revision of yiav to the officers subordinate to the Bengal 
Educational Ser\i(e. obtained a suf)|dementary grant of Hs. 4 lakhs in 
addition t4) the Us :U lakhs already provided in the original budget But 
when the time for expendituie comes, we find that he cannot spend more 
than Rs. o lakhs Why is this dis< repam'> ? Did he have no definite 
scheme when he provided foi IK. 7A lakhs? 

To come now to the Medual and fbiblic Health Departments, 1 will 
lake the libert\ of ijuoting only a few figures and let the ('ouncil draw 
its own conclusions There is a great reducti<»n for the jrrovision for 
lio,[nta]s and di-|MMi‘.ai te- Wi en people an* dying like flies bu wiint of 
frroper medical treatment and medicine, this e<*onom\ is indeed (‘xcellent ! 
Then, Sir. we find that there is a pro\ ision for 1B7H lakhs for all the 
medical cidleges and s( loads of Bengal Would the ('ouncil ladieve me 
when I say that the jirovismn brr l.nnatii' .Vsyluins is nearly the same 
arnount IK. 10 77 lakhs y The provision for Public Health establishment 
rs S ‘Jit lalJi-. w hcoM*. tb?' p’o\ ision foi- Puldn Health grant is b 00 laklis 
When the estahlishment lak‘’s awa\ the lion’s share of the rnonev. we 
can only console oitrselves with the philosophical resignation that it is 
the birth right and privilege of the people of this ha}>iess province to die 
in their numbers- w ithnnt dfx tf>rs, w ithout medicine and without proper 
nourishment ! 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY BaMdur: It is customary for members of 
r'ouncil to comment on the Budget presented every year by the Finance 
MemWr and to make general observations tberon. The Horrble Finance 
Meml>er then deals with (be jue^tionii raised in the delmte fur clearing the 
way for the voting of grants. The same practice will be followed this 
year, but when one goes thivrugh (he details of the Budget, as framed for 
the year 1922-23. he has no other altemative than to suggest retrench- 
mente in whatever way it may be possible. There is nothing to choose 
M it is clear that there are no savings frijm which members of different 
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oonfftituent iefl can vie with each other in demanding grante for their 
re^ective requirements. 

I shall, howcTer, try to make a few remarks on the workings of the 
three Hon’ble Ministers in charge of the transferred departments- It 
has to he seen whether the resolution of the Council for making over 40 
per rent, of the revenues instead of 30 per cent, to the transferred 
departments has been given effect to. On the contrary, the proportion 
appears to be a little over 30 per cent. Whenever suggestions were made 
to the Ministers for help in any particular direction, want of funds was 
the stereotyped reply, and if we look at the remarks made under some of 
the items of this department we find to our surprise that many sanctioned 
schemes could iir>t be taken in hand on the ground that they had not 
matured and on other grounds. Does it speak for the activities of the 
departments over which our own countrymen have the honour of 
presiding. 


T have looked carefully into the* lists of subjects for which spe<*ifir 
amounts have been earmarked and I wish to bring to the notice of the 
House arul espe<’iallv to the Hon’ble Members and Ministers that I do not 
find a single item for any original or repair works under any heading for 
the division of Chittagong whh'h I have the hon«iur to repre.sent. There 
is only one item mentioned at page 51 sanctioning a petty sum of 
Rs. 32,000 for (be water-works scheme at Com ilia D(>es this speak of 
a fair distribul ion P In the current year also (he divisinn had the same 
fate. May T ask the ITon’ble Ministers tihy they have thought it fit to 
make this invidious distinction for the reimdest but in no way a less 
important part of this presidency? Ts it liecause none of them had the 
time or the desire to pay a visit to the districts r)f this division since they 
took over charge? 

T do not also know whether the Hon’ble Minister in ( harge of Kdu- 
ctttion has made any provision for the app<dntment of a Profes.sor of 
Philosophy for (he (liittagong (\dlege for which T was informed in reply 
to a (juestion put by me that the appointment itould be made next year. 
T hope provision has Wn made f«m this appointment under the head of 
Education. If v^e baik at Apj»endix A, 4e find that the Madaripur Bil 
Route f«»r the widening and deepening of which a sum of lU. 13,65,818 
api>ears to have been sanctioned and for which a sum of Rs. 7.65,336 was 
spent up to the end of the year 1920.21 and a further sum of Rs. '5.00,000 
was probably spent this year, has Wen favoured with a provision of 
Rs. 7,88,000 for (be year under review. This last amount is also subieci 
io a revision and Heaven only knows whether the revised estimate will or 
will not excee«l the amount. The three items put together make a total 
of Rs, 20,53,336 against a sanctioned estimate of Rs. 13,65,818, An 
explanation is cerUinly necessary. T demand an acoount of the revenues 
derived from this project shewing (he justification of an expenditure of 
tills nature. Turning to Appe ndix B. not a single item of expenditure has 
been provided for any work in the ChitUgong Division although we find 
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that under the head uf (/otntiiuiiicaiioim at page 78, there are prtiviaiona 
of a j|UiiJ of Re. 17,000 and of Rm, 72,000 for const nu*l ion of rtaids at 
Ealimpong and also of the sums of Rh. 2,21 .(KK) and Rh. 06, (HK) for 
certain roads in Calcutta. We also find a provision of Rs. 3,(H»,01K) for 
water-supply at Kaliin pong, the total cost of which was estinnited at 
Rs. 7,41,000 out of whit h Rs. 4.Jir>.0(K) were spent up to3lst March, 1921, 
and although a sum of Rs. I,60,(HK) was .sum tioiietl for the (urreiit year 
no money app<'ar8 to have been .spent this year. All expenditure for 
Kalimpong which is being developed as a hill-station have been classed 
OH non-voted items. The n*asons are unknown. It is also not known 
whether any local contribution has been received for the water-works 
scheme at Kalimpong. 

I also find in thi.s Appc?idix that there is a provision for Rs 1,211,000 
for ronstrnrtion of a Police Hospital at Hhowani[)ni and of Rs. 10,000 
for electric installation iint as also of a sum of Rs. TO.tHK) fiti a Innutic 
asylum and electric installation in that locality. 

Under the head “ Hospitals and Di.sjiensaries '* the whole sum of 
Rs. 2,30,000 is earmarked for const nn t ion of new wanls or inslallulioii 
of e]e<'tri( lights and other iinpioxeinents in the hospitals at Sialdnli and 
Calcutta alone; whereas no pidvision has been made for medical s< iiiM)ls 
and colleges anywhere in this pre.sidency. In the current veftr also 
heavy .sums were spent under these headings fur these very hospitals and 
dispensaries. There should he a fair distribution of the total amount of 
expenditure on original and (»ther works throughout tlie |)n*si(h‘nry . 

I find at page 27 that a sum of Rs. 60, (KM) has l>een budgeted for the 
renewal of furniture and carpets which, it is said, is usual whenever a 
new (lovernor assumes office I am sure that uhen new car|M'ts ami furni- 
ture are purchased the old ami existing things are not thrown awav. I 
am not aware whether the sum of Rs. 20.(K)0 on account of sah- of old 
stores and materials under the heading of ** Misrelhineous " at page (r4 
includes the erpe<'t4»d sale-priM'eeds of these old carpets and furniture. 

T w’ould now like to make a few ohserraiions on the cost of adminis- 
tration. It is admitted that the cost is overwhelmingly heavy and 
retrenchments are necessary, hut the way in which the Budget has been 
framed does not indicate any desire of that sort. Ft is not possible to 
work out the proportion of the total expenditure under the heading of 
FiStablishment charges to that on account of ac tual works in all thf^ 
departments, but I feel tempted to believe that the former is unusually 
heavy. There is much room for improvement in the departments of 
Agriculture, Industries, Fisheries and Comiperce. At page 66, I find 
proviaion of a sum of Rs. 21 ,060 for the appointment of a DirecUir of 
Fiaheries and. as usual, in other departments also, n provision for revishm 
of the pay of the ministerial establishment and for larger expenditure 
under travelling allowance and steam-launch contingenc tes to enable the 
newly-appointed Director to tour about the province. T have no faith in 
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the apiMjint merit of hififhly-paid otfirers if they are not backed up by finan- 
cial help to carry out their projectn. Steam-launches are a luxury, as 
with the improved means of communication all over the province there is 
no necessity for each departmental head tc> have a steam-launch of his 
own. The recurring expenditure is very heavy and instances are not 
rare of these launches bein^ used for purjioses other than legitimate. We 
want money for erjieriments and demonsti-atioiivS, and I venture to suggest 
that the report-writing depart meiii.s should be abolished altogether. 
Subordinate ofticers generally try to prove their existence by writing 
reports and submitting tour diaries, but they themselves c omplain that 
they get very little financial help for demonstration and other w^orks- In 
this state of things there is no justification for maintenance of these 
departments and any proposal for creation of new appointments should 
be summarily rejet-ted. 

Under “ Administ rat i<in of Justii e,” I find piovision has been made 
for one additional Judge (d the High (\>urt and his establishment and also 
a sum of Its. 1,^0, OOl) has been set apart for the ajipoinl nienl of temporary 
Distiii l and Sesnions Judges. Snboidiiiate Judges and their establish- 
ments to cope with the large increase in jiulicial work. T cannot for a 
moment persuade myself to believe that with the development of the 
present agitation and the feeling in the country to avoid litigation and, 
moreover, the proposal for irnreased taxation on justice, the number of 
( ivil Hints will at all increase. The revet se may bapjsm and those 
amounts may "itli safety be transferred to other lieails of pu})lic utility. 
I know of one village union wheie, in the I'ourse (»f a \eni, no less than 
400 civil dTsputes were settleil at an average cost of rupee one per case. 
People are realising the advantages of amicable settlement and any addi- 
tion to the existing establishment will be superfiumm. 

1 now come to the most important (|Uestion of salaries I need not sav 
much on this suhjei t, but only suggest that the time has come when all 
departments of the public seryne should aim at reiluclion of salaries. 
This is the cry of the country and conditions which necessitated the 
increase having altered now we must follow i»thp! countries where an all- 
round rediK’tion has been accepteil by all classes of people both in private 
unci publics serx'ices. If only we stop the increment f«)r one year the .sav- 
ing will l>e enormous and unless reduction of salaries is agreed upon, I 
would make a very modest suggestion to stop the increments due, I^et 
aH departmeats of the (ioverninent agree t(» accept the highest scale of 
pay reached this year and you w ill find that there will W a considerable 
saving. 1 would alstJ suggest the aluditiou of the Public Works Depart- 
ment or considerable reduction of the establishment. It is anomalous to 
maintain an eetabliahmeut with little or no work for it. Throughout the 
entire l>ook we find that in all de{mrtjnents provision has been made for 
increment of salaries I know it for a fact that increments have already 
been given in services which w’ere not in urgent need of them and they 
have been withheld in th^ caee of the moat deserving. Some readjust* 
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ment of this state of things is tieeessarv and desirable. I need not go 
into^ietails. 

Mf« 8« MAHBOOB ALEYS While ('ongrutulating the Finance 
Member on the able iiiamier m which a dillic ult and anxious Hiluaiion 
ha.M been met, 1 regret to notiie that there has Ikmui no organised 
attempt at reti'enchiuent of public e.\|M‘ndi(ure. I'lie leduction of 
exiMUiditure that has been eftected in \uriou« tlirei-tions cjuikinIs of merely 
empirical remedies calculattsl to meet t<'m{H>n»r\ Hvmptoms. The 
remedies do not seek to l ure the real mulad\ whicli the Inidy iHilitii- is 
sufi'ering from. The |H‘oj»le aie conscious that the> are a |H)or |H*ople 
The average income is vei\ low. We are econonncall> and industrially 
liackward. I'he (ioveinmeut. if one is t-o judge from their |H)licy, 
ap}Ku# to Ik* ignorant of the.se rudimental facts. It has imiximHl on 
us an elaliorate adininist^rat i\ c ma<hiner>, highl\ lentrulised. such as 
one does not find even in tin* most aihaioaMl rountric.s of tin* world. 
The su|s‘rvi.sing and sujhthu staff is out of all projnirtion io tin* sule 
ordinate and working staff anti a.s a result, the amount of attual work 
turns out to 1 h‘ meagre, etitailiiig a needlesslx heavy ex|s*inliture 
\\ <* can well un(h‘istan<l that so long as the Hiitish conn»‘ition was 
alien in its intention and activities, an exjMUisive centralis4‘d sNstem 
manned almost entirely hy non-lmlians was necessaiy. Hut it is juun 
fill that with the I’arliamentary deidaniiion of August. I!tl7. solemnly 
put forward as the rule of conduct governing Brituiids lehitioiis will) 
India, and w'lth tin* Iteforms Act in full ojsTution, v,'v are relegated 
to a system of administration with numerous MernUTs of ICxecutive 
(niuncil, Ministers, Ins|s*ctors-(fenerul, (’ommissioners, Magistruten, 
(Vdlectors and Superinteinlents carrying in their train the numerous 
inirapheriiiiliu of their reHi)e< tive offices, iui|iosing a hurdeii whn h rests 
with a iTUshirig weiglit on tlie <levitalised js‘oph' of tins country. 

Jf has ls*en ch*ar fo; a long time tti the |M*ople ol this ciiuntry, 
anir J earnestly hojs* that the (ioverrniient arid (»iir Kurtijs'an friends wil' 
iKif ignore visible facts, that what we want is a simple and much 
less exjieiisive system of ailministnitron. A less <ompIex and less 
numerously manned Ixsly is what the c-ounlrv wants for its work uinl 
progress. The prewnt syntem ini{>edes and retards progn‘ss, it is a 
spiritless, unsMii|>uthetic and punitive system of administration Uiut 
up{M*ars to is* the model which the (toveriimeiit up]s*urs to Is* working 
up to. It is intended to work for effirienry hut leads to irritation an« 
ineffo ieiicv. I shall illustrate by an example. "J uke the jireMMii (*aJ 
eiitta Municijsil Act and the admiiiistrutioii of it. You all rememlier 
(hat when Sir Alexander Markeuxie formally introduced it and carried 
it through, it was character is«*d from the iiopulur standisiint, as u retro- 
gnide and hureauc-nitic measure. Numerous ins|iect4frs and sufier 
visors weit* appointed. But what has it all led up There are 

imuiQitiM'y bmsteef, Imdly reimired and badly cleaned roads, dust clouda 
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which you can alruoflt cut through with a knife, want of water 
for flushing and drinking purposes. Instead of the municipal n^achi- 
iiei\ l)eing used for the public good, the machiner>’ has become an 
%iigine of opj»re»8ioii. Take an instance, bricks are unloaded in fron* 
of your house and arc removed in such time as it is humanly possible 
to remove tlieiu. You receive a notice from the Road Inspector that 
you olwtruct a pulilic thoroughfare and you are hauled up before the 
Municipal Magistrate where you are fined. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Bibu Surendra Nath Ray): Mr. Mah- 

boob Aley is discuHsing the Budget of the fVlcutta (V>rporation and 
not the iiudgei of llic (ioverninent of Bengal. 1 boi>e he will not 
dilate further on the iM)int. 

« 

Mr. S. MAHBOOB ALEY: We want elaborate systems and huge 
pibs of red tup* to 1 m* done away with*. We want a searching 
inquiry ns to the s\ stein iM'st suited to our n<H*<is and capacities. But 
so fill the iiovei nineiit has turned a deaf ear to our urgent calls for 
liKpiirv directed to evolve a less expensive system suited to our wants 
and c,ttlculute<l to lead us onward on the riglit jwth of progre.ss. 

The general administration ami (he l*olice bramhes us also the 
Judicial iiranch of the administration apjiear to lie pamjiered. There 
are for instance t(M> many InsjH»ctors-General and Dejmty Insjiectors" 
General, too many Members of the Executive (’oumil ami too many 
Miins(ers. With the growth of Eocal Self-Government, some p»st.s of 
(’olle( tors and sulMlivisional olfieeis nigiht well have Ih'i'ii done away 
with Some of the other highly-piid posts app*ar to Ik* wholly unneces- 
siuy to the public c\e. 

I earnestly Imp* that Goveinmeiit will show the statesnianshij) 
that the orension deinunds and boldl> try to solvi* the problem with the 
sole diwire to do gooil to the p*ople. 

] desin* also to call attenrion Ui the fact that in a province of which 
more than half the [lopulation consists of Musalmans and where the 
Musalmiin pipiilation suffers more fn>m p>verty and want of education 
tha i other sei tions of the pmple, Hp*cial measures are not taken for 
fostering education and improving the economic condition of the Musal- 
limn pipulation. I do not oak the Government or the Council to ig- 
nore the claiips of other communities. But we must take facts 
as they are, The Musalman [Kipuhitiou as a body is backward and 
reipiires sjHH'ial treatment. It is to the intt*rest of the State and to 
th«? general prt>gress of the Province that the Musalman population 
should Iw brought up to the level of the other advanced sections of 
the community. How can this W doueJ* It can be done by providing 
siiecial and additional facilities for the spuead of education amongst 
Musalmans. It is also necessary that special faciliUes abould bei 
afifoided for the Musalmans tbat they might take their doe share ta 
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all Hi® local self-g^oveniing" l)odie» and Hnally by admittinff such nuui'’ 
bci'^of Musa) man, M in the various claHfk^s of the |>nblie aervioea, l>oth 
high and low, an i.s proj^orliouute to their iiumerital Htreugth and thair 
injiortancc. At present the hand of patronage ignores, in many 
iifstances, the elaiins of Musalinans. Hut this should not l>e. 1 do 
not put fops^ard my ap|H*al as an apin^al for a class or a cxuninunity 
only. But for the harmonious progress of the country as a whole, it 
is necessary that no section of the |s)pulation should Ih* kept in the 
background as regards the publi<- s<»rvi<‘es. 

The people of this country are cr\ing piteously to U' saved from 
malaria and cholera, to \h- taught to ai)ply to the best advantage the 
resources of their country and to improve their standard of living and 
theii moral and makuial condition 'Hieie is no res|*ona 4 '. (h* 
rather the resjwnse, tliat we have, consists of more |K)lice and more 
jails and more highly-pirtd officers in tiu* barren det»artments. wdiile the 
deisirtments that save life and b(»ur fruit are systeiuabcaJly starved. 
I.aw and order are no doubt valuable. Hut too high a |>ri(u» is lieing 
1‘a.d for them. ith syni|Miihy and a ihom* ac« urate knowledge of the 
jHijiular mind and with timely aclion. much less ex|SMiditure is likelv 
to Ih* incurred to maintain law and ordei. When the s|M‘(Mal (loviin- 
rnent measures were promulgated aftei the ITlIi Novemher. IfCM. we 
told that for a \ear and a half hundreils of meetings had lM*en 
held all over the country by which an intensive campaign of sedition 
was IsMiig carried on. Why was (loveiniiient sleeping all that time 
or Mas (jovcrnmeiit winking at what was hapiHming Whv did 
(iovcTiimeiit a< t as if stin ken h\ a fniiiic, and sin prise |M*opIe hv their 
lumpy iKTformanccs!' It was, to say the least, (*f il, exceedingly 
inferior statesmanship, if it was statesinunshi|» at all. We all eain- 
esily trust that saner counsels will prevail and Government will be 
more mindful of its work, more foresighti'd in a looting its Measures 
and more symiwithetic m its lu tivities. 

JATINORA NATH BA8U* tiur thunks are hie U) the Hon’ble 
t^'inunce Memlver for apjilying the prmnng-knife to exjienditure in 
most of the defwirtments. With our ndministrativ,* inuchincrv. tis it 
stands, it is probably difficult to apply Uie pruning-knife too close 
without danger to the elliciency of the ndminislratiou. 

The cry for economy is now lieing heard all over the woild. Almost 
all countries are try ing to cut down their expenditure. As has already 
be#?n jminted out, the (fe<ldes ('ommittei* have made certain sweeping 
recommendation^ a great nrtiny of w*** are likely to l»e accepted by 
the Cabinet. We have rei-ently seen from Uie telegrams that New 
/iealand is thinking of reducing the scale of salary of her servicet. 

What we reejuire in India is a careful investigation as to the mac* 
binery that is required to rrarry on the administration and to 
work for the progvwae of the peofde. It has U> he found as to what 
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lA the moHt ecoii()iiiic4i], at the same time the most efficient machinery. 
Up to the preaent the public are not aware of any gyatemaiic inquiry 
having been made as to how the administrative machinery tnay be 
made simpler and legs exiarngive. I would urge upon the Government 
the degirubility of commencing inquiries so that in due time a scheme 
may l>e,e\olverl lor an {idini:»i‘'lrative macliinerv suited to t)ie financial 
c'uituhililies of the country. Sinlden and Kweej)ing changes are likely 
to injuriously affect the work of administration, hut there is no reason 
why there should not he an inquiry into the work that has to be done 
and the machinery that is re(|uned to coj)e with the work in the light 
of recent devehqmients. 

With easier and closer ineans of communication and with a bettei 
manned district staff, it does not a]q)«‘ar to he necessary, that there 
should lie u numerous suisuvising ami contndhug staff in the shajie 
of Divisional Officers or InsjH*< (ois-{Jenenil or Directors at headquarters. 
In England, the Home Sec n* tar v looks after the entire Police adminis- 
tiution lesidcM lerloriiiing various otlnu' lum tions. Then* is no 
reason why one of the S<M relain‘s of the ls>j al Government should not 
jierforiii like functions instead of ha\ing under him InsjM'ctors-tienerul 
and Depuls InsiH't tois-Gem*iul ami vaiioiiN other sujsu vising offiiers. 

As n‘gardH the Depuitment of Uesenue, we have now the Hevenue 
Mcinl'er in udilitlion tt* Uie Hoard (»f Heseiiiie and tiu* m*veral Jhvi- 
sional (!ommissi<»neis The him tions now js*iionm*d hy the Coiiimis- 
sioners may very well be divided up Imtwi^en oilier otheers and a saving 
effected by abolishing the Divisional ('ommiHsioner.s and their estuh 
lishmeiiis. 

With refereine to the Kegistration ami Excise lh*)nirlment* 4 , ii 
apjiears U> Is* hardly necessary that then* should lie a spjmrute (’ommis* 
iuiner and a sejwrute Ins|SM'tor-(ieiierul. If the Minister in charge 
finds it ne(M*sHary U> have a highly-jMiid oHic'cr at headejuarters instead 
of having j>ersonal assistants «»onnerted with each deiiartment, then the 
duties of the Iiisis'i t^ir-Geneial of Uegistrutum and the ('ommitwione! 
of Excise may >cry well W combined, or the Din^ctor of lauid Records 
may very well he entrusUHi with the work of civordinating and con- 
trolling the Hegistrutioii estahlishuients in the country. 

We all know that with the devehipment of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment institutions, the work of the district officers has considerably 
declea^e^l, It hs now haidl* netesMiiy that (lien* slioultl U* a highly- 
paid officer for each di.strict. Many of the subdi visional offioem may 
Kivfely Ih* d(Uu uwa\ witli. while twt» or tlim* smaller ^ii^t nets may be 
groujied together under one district officer. 

With n*(ereme to the remarks of the Hun’ble Member in charge 
of the Finance I)ei>artment that nearly all the standing committeca 
have recommendetl increase instead of decrease of expenditure, 1 desire 
to point out, as has already been pointed out by Babu Indu 
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Bhitfflian Dutta, that the estimates are plartni in the hands of the 
stait^ing committees only a very short time Wfure the final pn^paraUtm 
of the Budget and the figures and information phioed Udore them 
are so meagre that it is not jmssihle for them to deal usefully with the 
materials placed lH‘f«»re them within the time at their command. 

Departmental rejMirts with niemoranda showing the cost of estah- 
linliment and of the work of the w'veral de|>artiiients and (^)iitaiiiing 
suggestions a.« to a!i> alleiatn)n in tic tiguic'. alnl in tin* schemes of 
work that are intended to lie made should 1 h* jduced Indort* the stand- 
ing committees in order that th<*y may offer uwdul advu’t* to the 
Meniliers or Mini.steis in charge. Otherwise. the> are meirly calliHl for 
discu.HsioiiS whic h cuiiuot U* of use either to the commitU*es or U> 
the (iovemmeiit. 


There are one* or twci matters which proluihl> do nc»t (ciiit'ern pro- 
\incijil finance, hut I <1c‘sirc* to uige ujHin the local Oo\erpment the 
advisability of constantly pressing uihui the (loxernment of India the 
iinportanc'e of (‘oiniiicuK mg wcuk on the* vaiious sanc tioned railway 

projects in this piovincc in oidei that tlie ian>mg out of those works 

mav not 1 m* delaved So far as tab utta is coneeineil, the bridge over 
the llooghly is another <|ueslioii which should be* solvcnl as eall\ as 
jHcssible. Then* is anoilic-r suggestion whic h 1 should nlso like to 
make, iuuiu‘!\ . the* heec*ssii , cef proxiding scum* hits m tin* High (’ouil. 
If any one has oceusioii to go and see Mr. l)u\al, there is every chanc'c 

of his hc‘ait tailing iM'fcue he reaches his rcMun. 


I (let not think I need say anything more. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I am sorry I cannot congratulate 
the Ilon’hle the Finance Meiiilw*! on the Budget which he has presented 
to this ('ouin il And no one is more consc ious of this than the Hon'hle 
Member himself. In his sjH*ec h in intioducing the Budget he contesHi»d 
that it wu.s a }>erforimrtice of which no one could he prcuid. He has 
admitted that in the Budget no provision has Iceeri made tc» imprccve the 
condition of living in the province Only tlie ban* necessities of admi- 
nistration have been met. This o|)en avowal of failure to provide for the 
urgent needs of the provinc e disarms to some extent crilirism. 

And, if after the avowal, I i»roc<H*d to make a few olMervaiions, it 
if* be<‘ause we hold that suffic ient retrenchment has not been made in the 
administratic»n. We are sorry the ItejKirt of the Finance ('ommittee 
\» not made known to the ineml>ers who have appointed the (^iminittee. 
We ar<^ sorry that no serious and systematic endeavour has l>een made 
to out our coat according to our cloth. We all know what strenuoue 
attempts are being made* in Great Britain to reduce the c^ist of adminia- 
tration. In this matter we should follow the example of Great Britain. 
That reduction is p<j»sible has been proved By the fact that in the current 
year it has been found poastble to make a reduction of Ra. 68 lakhs. 
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For IhiH relief, luuch tLankn. But it will bring but little relief to 
Bengal where three new taxation Bills have been placed on the CopncU 
to defray the ordinary coat of administration. 

Had the Government convinced this Council that every attempt had 
been made to reduce the coat of adminiHtration it w'ould have been 
possible, for us to give our 8Up|>ort to the n»ethods adopted by the 
Government; at present we can only give the Government our sympathy. 
But the jieoplc of Bengal destove more sympathy. Not a pice has been 
provided for the nation-building dejiartments. - Every pice available 
has been eaten up to defray the tost of ordinary administration. This 
is a serious situation uml demands a bold policy of retrenchment which 
] recommend this C/Ouncil to adopt. 

1 regret there is practically no provision for any constructive work. 
And even sanitation and education have been sadly neglected. While 
a sum of Its. 1,89,87,0011 bus been given t(» tht INdicc, l*ublic Health 
has Iweii dismissed with Us. ir»,57,0(Kh Grunts for Education have been 
inadeciuate. In this connection, I would like to put in a w'ord for the 
mmh-ubused Dacca rniversity with whiclk I have some connection. 
Our friends on the side (»f the Budma seem U) resent the arrangement 
by which the* l)ac(a University has got moic than the ('uh utta Univer- 
sity Sir, us one who has been tnuned undei tiu* segis i)f the (^uleutta 
University, I should lx- the last f>erson to .say that ade(|uate funds should 
not he available for the (’ab iitta Univeisity to carry aw its useful work. 
But we should fml forget that the l)ut‘<a Universily hud to its <Tedit a 
sum of over Us. bO,tK),()<Kl out of which only a nuslerate sum has up to 
now been spent. 1 hope suffic ient funds should not be grudged to the 
Daecu University to complete the work »o promisingly begun. We had 
only one University in UalcutUi insuffic ient for the edurational needs of 
the province. Tlie more Universities we ged, the more facilities will we 
have for the spread of education. 

Some reference bus been yiade U) the political situation in the 
province. We all regret the political unrest through which we are now 
passing. And we are all ready to help Government in maintaining law 
and order. But all the same, we resent any encroachment on the ele- 
mentary rights of the people of speech and association. One of my 
colleagues has advocated projuiganda work to counteract the influence of 
non-co-operation. But what would he do to counteract the feeling 
that pcdice Vwfnm and civil-guard high-handedness produce in the 
people f* Tlie Wst propaganda work would Ik? to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of the masses, educate the iiiasvses, improve their sanitary condition, 
help them to improve their material condition, and discontent will dis- 
appear and there will l»e no more talk of ill-treatment in temporary jails 
which has cast a slur on the fair fame of our friend in charge of the 
department. And what are the Moderates, pledged as they are to see 
that the Reforms succeed, doing in the matter? them come forward 
and make sacriflees in the cause of the country. 
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In jails and hospitals, Indians and Europeans should reosivs equal 

tre^ment, and steps should be taken to popularise and improre the indi- 
venous system of medioino which are less expensive and in which the 
masses have more faith. 

I hope I do not appeal in vain to the Ron’hle the Minister of Ajrri- 
culture when 1 ask him to encourage the cultivation of cotton in pi»rts 
of Bengul where cotton cun .he prown to the profit cd the cnltivatf»rs. 
They are already overburdened. With daily dwindlinjr yield on their 
lands, they have to meet the rising: r(»st of living? and the new taxes on 
Stamps and Court-fees will tell heavily on them. Means should there- 
fore he found to imprt>ve their condition f^iltivation of jetton will 
not only pive him a new jTop hut will also reli<‘ve the pco[»h* of their 
hoj>eless dependence on foreign countries for the supply of cloth. Steps 
should he taken to establish small imiustries with rh>vernment help 
and advice so as to solv^* the poverty problem of the prtjviiu'e. 

Special arran^^ement should he majle t<» ^ive the JMiltivatin^f classes 
and th(‘ depressed classes the benefit of free primurs educiition They 
deserve special attention from the (Mivernincnt and from the Council, 
and T hope the Minister in char^^e of the nut ion-hnildinjr departments 
will justify their existence, their expensive existence by payiujf s|M‘cial 
attention to llieir needs Tf they c.annot do so, jf the\ cannot slmw any 
rec<)rd of f»r<»irrcs>. nh\ should the province h«* saddled with them? 
And 1 l»o|>e. like the Minister in cliarp* of the T/ocal Self-dovernmeiit 
in Bihar, our Ministers will <anne forwanl ami say that they too would 
like to serve the country as honorary (ifficers firnlinj^ this a rich rewanl 
in the apjirohation of their conscience and the >?n»titnde of their 
countrymen 

BflbU 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK* I am somewhat surprised to 
hear most of m\ friends express jlisappoint merit at the Bmltret. [ must 
confes.s that T had this.fcelinjr ver\ keen in me last year hut T do not 
share that feeling at all mjw and that for tw(» very mpent reasons 
The first is. then' is m» n»om for disappointment when thiTe is no h<»jie 
broken (o make the heart sick T am in this hafipy position that since 
the first Biidpet of the Beforms. I have been able to husakc completely 
all hi»]H»s of justice from a hureaiuTacy steefsnl in prejudice apninst our 
national interests and aspirations and inflalml with the sense f>f their 
superior claim t4) all the hjessinps from a prindinp taxation. 

I am horn unto these conditions and why shonlil I allow my heart to 
he filled with hopes liecause a prandilmpient name of “ Reformed Gov- 
ernment ** or " Popular control has been piven the old and deep- 
rooted hiireaucnitir administration established over a century apo? 

The old autocratic jHilicy of the Government, “ (*hildren of the soil 
last and the least,” i.s still there in all its vigour or with even greater 
vigour, in spite of the Reforms, We hnx’e been persisiently left out in 
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the outer darkne«8 an of old. Because a false cry of Reform has been 
raised and the shadow of a (jontrol over the purse has been projected on 
our mental screen, is that any reason why 1 should take seriously that 
there has been any change or desire for any change in our status of a 
subject race? Where, then, is the room for disappointment? 

Another reason why 1 have n(» disappointment is that, as the result 
of one year’s exjierienre, I have found out that I and my brother Indian 
ele< ted members have Iweii called up<»n to work here according to the 
teachings of iho Bhugabat Gita: ” Karmanney Iia(Unkera$they ma 
fairsu kaduckana ”(thy business is the deed alone and never what 
return it yields). Wc are here to work but not to lo(>k to any result. 
We are here to puss resolutions but not to exf>ect any heed being paid 
them. We are here to struggle for justice but not to fret on defeat. 
These are the unwritten conditii)ns of our services here. Why shoub' 
we then fret on our demands being rejected contempt mnisly or our claims 
being thwarted systemut ically or even otir jirayers being brushed aside 
w’ith arrogance? To cite a im»st galling instance, I refer to my reso- 
luti<»n K<’cepted by the ('ouncil three months ago by which we asketl foi 
40 per <ent. of the total reveimes for the transferred depai t!tient>. Not 
only has not this been acceded t(> biit the existing basis of allocation to 
those departments have been altered to our further prejudice. Here 
is another instance of piogressive realisation of jMJpular gtivernmenf 
indeed. In <loing this Council work, therefoi(\ let us not misleml our- 
selves into any hope for the better, ami if we stick t(> that levson of 
Srikrishna to Arjun then no disappointment will la* there to complain 
of. From this ex|H*rience gaine<i. I w’ould scmner welcome a fully 
autiH'ratic Government than a .so-called Hefiirmed and lh»{)ular Go\ern- 
rnent in the shaj»e of a hopeless dyarchy attended by a tremendously 
(MMstly form of administration and an additional source (»f irritation 
brmighi intt> the bargain. 

I am sorry, Sir, that nols)dy has congratulated the Hon'ble Finance 
Member on his success in tnling over the financial ditliculties by fresh 
taxation. I congratulate him becniuse he is the Finance Memln^r of a 
country tlu' Fegislatue (Nuim il of whicU readily assent ta fresh tax- 
ation one after another for meeting ii deficit brought about by u top- 
heavy atlministrutimi absoluteh unsuited to the financial and other con- 
ilitions of a country like ours without first having seriously insisted on 
retrenchmeirtf^ to make two ends meet. 

It has been said that again there will be a defii it next \ear. I have 
no doubt «if it. But what tif that? There will again W the dying horse 
availabb' for Wing flogged and some more bbsMl— jierhaps the very last 
drop ill the shape of death duties “ will again W available. 

If language is the means of concealing the thought of men, the 
Budget is the means of concealing the ptdiry of a Government and it is 
almost imptissilde to detort it completely within a week by a man of 
my mental capacity. 
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I, however, do not desire to make a lengthy on the figures of 

the Budget as I did last year, for the simple reason that 1 have since 
found out that to W perfectly u.Heless. Then again this is not a complete 
Budget. All that I desire to do now is to point out that neither the 
Hon’ble Member nor the Iloirble Ministers have suggested any sub- 
stantial retrenchment in the cost of udininistrut ion. Not a word about 
amalgamation of oflici's to reduce the cost in order to make funds avail- 
able for better use. Absolute aastes have also not lu'en prevented. 
Take, foi instance, the Imlu^tries iVpurtmcnt. Out of Us 1(1 lakhs for 
the whole of the deimrtment junt about Ks. d lakhs go t4> the i*stabhsh- 
ment of the Direiior of Industries which contain 11 ofticcrs with a juiv of 
Hs. Sll.tlOt) and one Superintendent and JM ilcik'* costing Hs. 
house lent in (’alciittu costing Us. 4S.0()0. 'I’liis Department was en- 
tiusted with the work of organising the Cahufta Hcsoaiclj Tannery at a 
sanctioncil cost of Us l.JU.IKin. 'Fhcsi* (»th« oi s muiM not mat an* ihcshcino 
and so the money could not be utilised. I'he onl\ scheme how’-ever that 
these oflicers could develop was to incr«*ase the cost of dins t ion of indus. 
tries, i.c., theif own salaries from Rs. d to Rs. SS laklis. bet us 
next tak(‘ tlic I'lsheiies Depaitincnt I'his Depaitimoit. as 1 said bebu’e, 
exists neither f(»r the fishes nor f<»r the fish-eaters. It is perfi'ctly use- 
less ami its Mist of dnectioii is going t«i lie eiiham ed b\ the appointment 
of an Additional Director fioiii Kngland. et<’ , from Us. •iri.lHK) tii 
Us S2.(KMK 


Take again the .Vgricultural Depart imuit . In spite of the full com- 
plement of ofticers. the Department have saved about Us StJ.tHK) for fail- 
ing to utilise the giant for the distnbulion of seeds Wliat a s|M*ndid 
Work done li\ a full complement of officeis! All these vainpircH should 
be .swept away. 

(’oming to the D(*partment of Public Health with a full complement 
of officers I'osting over Us H lakhs this Department also could not 
utilise an amount f»f Ifs^ 1 dft lakhs as sedtemes have not matured. 
By the time these schemes mature, this d\ing uue shall almost lie ex- 
tini't. For the next vear. th e estaldish merit fliargi's ff»r this de}Kirtment 
have gone uj> higher, hut th»* grants fttr real pu])lic health jiurfioMi*?* have 
been reduced from Us. ti Id to Us lakhs 

Then again the grant against malaria and other epidemi* s has fieen 
reduced from Us 1 TiP to Rs. 1 tiiousand. It is a great Hutisfai tion 
to know that Bengal, during its first year of Reforms, has aiifomiit irally 
iinpruvml in health. The Iloti’ble Minister has however spent 
Rs. 24. OOP more this year than the Budget esfimafe for rlisiribiition of 
quinine, but wa* must remernlH*r that selling quinine to a rlying race, 
the Government has made a profit of Rs. 1 ;G8 lakhs in PHH-IU. Rh. A dfl 
lakhs in 1919-20 and Rs. 7 *02 lakhs in 1920-21, The rates of profit 
being 7J. *i0, and 210 \h*t cent, respectively. The last is enough tc> niake 
the mouth of a Clive Street profiteer or a BurraW.ar land grabber water 
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prohiaely. All thiA at the coat of a dying race ior which the Hon’ble 
Minister has ahown ao much aymplrthy^ ^ . 

Next, Sir, I take up education. In thia alao there has been a earing 
of about a lakh through inaction. The help to prirate colleges has not 
been fully utilised nor so the grant for primary education in spite of the 
full complement of officers. Coming to the TTniversities, we find Dacca 
has been granted Rs. 9 lakhs, but Calcutta left to shiver in the cold in 
spite of the cordial relation subsisting between Government and the 
TTniversity, We do desire that the Calcutta Fniversitv should be helped 
to tide over her <liffieulty provided she. like a good old mother, respects 
the wishes of her grown-up ehildren. So far as the Calcutta Science 
College is concerned, it has l>ecn very cnielly treated. This institution, 
founded on the charity of Rengars ^rreatest sons and now under the ins- 
piring guidance of Bengal’s world-know^n Chemist working with all his 
selflessness, should he given a suitable grant to prevent a catastrophe 
which will he nothing less than a national calamity. In the matter of 
primary education, T must e<»nfesH that even the biggest municipal organi 
nation in the land. the f^alcutta Corporation, is not quite alive to its 
sense of duty. My friend Rai Dr. Hnridhan Duff Bahadur who is an 
ardent worker in this cmise in that C’orpomtion will hear me out that 
W(' have lost cf>nsi<lerahle amount of tinje in the preliminary work of 
removing prejudice against it from the ancient minds there. 

T/Ooking to laiw atul Justice, we find that the TTon’hle High Court 
is continually adding to the list of its Judges, Before the partition (with 
Bihar and Orissa in its fobO, there were, in 1911, 15 Judges including 
the Chief Justici*. After the separation of the High Court, there was 
no reduction as was expected and in 1910 there was the same number, 
instead of there being at least only two-thirds of it, but in 1922. there are 
17 Judges including the Chief Justi» e With half the area and less than 
half the numhrr of cases. Judges are Iwong added every day. Tnie it is 
that we cannot (ontrol this demand, but we can certainly point out that 
for a piM)r country where there is such a terrible deficit, the of 

working only Ifif) <lavs out of .W) in the year should he discontinued 
and fn this way the establishment reduced, fwrticularly when Justice is 
going to lie ta.xed more heavily. 

Then again the huge waste of money in Crowm pnisecutions, and 
Government suits at a heavy cost, in cases necesaary or manufactured. 
But 1 must ndt go further lest I may he within the Imrders of '* the 

But, Sir. alas ! all this is a mere cry in the wilderness and we must 
leave it to Nemesis to take her course. 

Rti dOOINDRA CHUNDCR CHOSE StfUNtart I am vary sorry, 
Sir, to say that I am disap|>ointed at the Budget presented to us. The 
Government also say thev are sorry. T am afraid that their sorrows 
are like the sorrows of Werther greatly self-created though aggravated 



1922.] » OF THE BHIXIET. M 

by cirriim.‘»trtnres over which they have iu> fontn*!. A rerumnjr* 
increase of more than Ks. ^ lukhs in the .salanen of Kuropeun ottitcrs, 
as ^pclosed in Uie Hon’hle Mr.^ert s repl> hint Thursduv, which was 
a piece of injti.siioe, led to [kui^^s of 4M»iiscience and sentimentality 

on the part of the (h)veiiiinent ami »»f tin- ('ouncil whiih led to the 
increase of someth in^^ like Ks. St) lakh?* a >ear in the -ahn ies td tin 
stilnirdinate oflit ers and />o/oinnro //<;.< and t»ther meniaU 'I'he (iovern- 
ment have been full\ a^Aare that the\ aie ni de-perate straits. Hut 
neverthele— the> l^j^ve a<lded t(t the but den- of the poor peojile of 
Ben^ml by an additional reiMinin^'- ex|>enditure of over Us SO lakhs a >ear 
in HHTease of salaries on the delii-ive hope that the Me-ton aw uni would 
he set aside and the (»overnment of Imlia wonbl ^ive them all the\ 
want. Now we know the (boernment of India ha- a tinam lal defi. it of 
It- 31 crores and everv ptovim Id ( b»vernnient is in as trreat <litlicnlty 
as we. \\ e lead in tin- inoitnn)»*- paoer- that tlie ( bivci iniient lia- 
declared in the C’oum il of State that alino-t all the Provinces wiudd 
^'•pt some relief next \ea! but not Henirid l o increase oni ' i ecuri in^*^ 
expenditure on sm li (bdu-ion- a- lelief ftoni tbe ( invei nment of India 
K i riminal folK Tliiee new taxt*- are alauit tn be imposed and a bn ire 
loan is p?of>o-ed to be floated, and I am -ui*- that ]ia\iii].r leijrard to ihe 
hnpe defii it of tbe (invernmeiit nf Imlia, Heiiiral mn-t ba\e to pm 
anotbei extia tax \\b* aie told that e\*‘T\ att^onpt ha- been nmd<> at 
retrenchment. W bat we find i- that e>ei\ imli-pen-able expernliture 
aflertin^ tlo' ^ltal uit*oe-t- nf tlie jienple ba- l»een « lit down Thi> 
followinj.: -tatement will abuiidantl\ pio\e ni\ po-itinii 

Tile \er\ fii-t ledmtion we fiml i- that of It- 1 .o's.’.00<). betaii-enj 
all onn-smri of all piovi-inn- foi improxement- and dexelopment of one 
«'f the mo-t linpoitaiit and pa\in^ of oui depaitments. namel\, Foiest-, 
of the jMissibil it ies of xxiiiih we baxe lateix beaid -o inm h from tbe 
(loverninent 

The next redmtnm i- m tbe mattei of loan- nndei Land Impiove- 
TiuMif ^pd A^ncnltuiist-* l.oaii- Art- and loan- to ( 'o-ojs rat i ve So( lelies 
oftfiboiit Us ]l) lakh-. H- lo lakh- beini: thf‘ fi|,'ine fni P)'Jt), It- IH 
lakh- 40 thousand foi lOJI-J’.* and H- S hikh- for l‘)2:i 

Another leduction is of H-. ‘J lakhs for <«>sis of Metthoiienf pio- 
ceedinj:- b'. puttinjr off -urxex ojreratimi- alieadx ben'un art 1 imiitiinjr 
loss and bx po-tponin;r tbe-e pro<eedin>f- in -ome di-trn tH, thourrb it 
i- admitted that tbe-e [»roi eedin^r- aie of vital iniftortam e fr*r the protei - 
tion of the rijfhts of tenants anil fhouirh the arnnnnt to he rerovered 
from these picM'eedin^s tin- xear i- e-timatetl at Its 'J'J lakh- 

There have lM*en no new afrricultuial fiirnis loxtahli-hed , aiifl there ha^ 
been retrenchment in the matter of disti ihnt ion of improverl paddv 
and jnte «eed». 

In education we find, that in the matter of secrrndarv schmrU in the 
tramifeiTed department, in 11)21-1^ wae Rs. Ifl lakha and thin year it ia 



86 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGElt- fm. 

‘ B». 18 lakhs and in « the matter of primary sch<^ts the total Iftflt , 

year wan R«. 12 lakhs 70 thousand and this year it is Rs. 11 lakke 
40 tll<;t^^aTKi. an ificrease of IN. 1 lath ^h^housand. Tbejgreat fori^^^ond- 
ary and primary srhools is Tls. 42 lakhs, but tho direction and inspection 
(awt al)out Rh, 1.7 lakhs. Tlie reins seem to be more costly than the 
h(»rH»*. This is uiisatisfactory in the extreme and the incre«$^ is still 
more iinsatisfaetory. 

A* rejrard the University we have to tell a woeful story. The 
(^l!^ullu ('nivemity is practically bankrupt. The j?rant proposed is 
Hm. 1,41.000 including IN. 17,000 for supervision. Whereas to 
the I’niversity of Dacca witlj its prartically hjindful of students, 
very few of whom are Muhammadans, a ffnint of Rs. 9 lakhs is pro- 
posed. Comment on this is unnecessary. The .seiondarv boards have 
not vet Immmi cfuistituted notwithstanding? tlie resolution of this Council, 
ami the hiK'h sclwuds are as hadly off as before. 

There l)iis Iwcii an increase of Rs, 2 lakhs 24 thousand on account 
ol tiavcllifijf and residence allowance of mcndxTs of Council and other 
e\)M‘iis«>s for Is'jrislative ('otincil which must he considered hy the |)eople 
UH a vct\ «‘X|ietisive and unneirssuiy ami seltish institution. Its stand- 
ing? committees have all, we aie told, projs)s(*d a<lditional exptMuliture 
and llu'v themselves have proved very costly 

There has been an increase of Its 10 lakhs m the expenditure under 
lieadiiij? “Stationery and i*riiitin>?.“ 

1 want an explanation why there has been a fall in the sale of timber 
from the Sunderhans. 'There must he somethirip' wronp, 

A|?ain T am not satisfied that the expectation of increase (d Rs. 8 
lakhs over the actuals of last year in Kxcise is justified. 

We want an exfilanation why about Rs U lakhs have been put 
down for a new’ st hetm* b>r the (fraud Trunk (\inal as justly pointed 
out by Colonel Pu^-h. Does our bankrupt Uovemment still intend to 
)fti i\\\ with this extrava^'ant project which may cost Rs. 0 crore^ 

1 should say a few wiu’ds more in particular about edm'ation. ^i le 
university is j?c»invr <»n in its wasteful amT j?enerally considered j<»bbin|? 
ways in spite <»f the res<»lutiou-K df this (’<»un< il. We bave to find money 
for the most unjM»pular »»f Iwalies. namely, the Senate, and the Council 
resolution akmt reforming the constitution have not yet been >?iven 
effect to. Colonel Puj?h justly complained yesterday that no attempt 
bus been made to >?ive effect to the recommendations of fhe Sadler 
Coinminsion. (bir Mini.ster Ini'. forj?ot(en that he has »mly one aintii half 
years of the tenure of his office left. Tlie Dacca University has been 
^iven Rs. 9 lakhs a >enr for what phmI purjvose Heaven only knows. Jt i^ 
said that it is to ivcoiujamsi* the Muhammadans ior annulling the parti' 
lion But it has benefite<l very little Muhammadans. There are not a 
hundrtMl Muhammadan l>oys there. Tlie (^alcutta University is being 
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tfctn^y to cl««4. Is it good policy to allow the premier TTniver 

sil^ii Asia to jfo flounderinft in its way without puttinir it riifht an.’ 
ptarfiiifirit to death? 

Furthermore, Sir, the Government has i^rnoretl the re^olutiouN of 
the ^aacn and flouted at nn in a fuhhion whii h no »elf-ie«i>e<'tinff 
publio/bufly should tolerate. Vie passed resoIntiouN for nietlind relief 
and supply of drinkiTi^ water to the ihhu* people of the niufassal and I 
am told we must wait for the hig hmn. In the meantime R«. 5 lakhs 
have been proviiled for five new tnedical schools, 1 heai‘, in tiu* Supple- 
mentary Budjfet. I here is int attempt to (’leate the demand by even 
the promise of employment hut lai^e sums must he spent for the 
supply. This attempt to ilelude the people with the offer of stone when 
they recjuire bread, I raufiot suftiriently ('ondemn. We passed reso- 
lutions for Teihnolo^ical and Aj^^ricultural (’olle^re^t and Schmds and 
nofhinif has Ihvti ^'•ranted foi the puriswe ( olomd Ihi^^h’** denuncia- 
tion of the inefficiency of the .Ministers, if indul^»^e«l in by any one of us, 
would be considered stark rebellion fie h< iwevei foif^ot to mention one 
matter. No attempt has been ma«le to ^M\e effect to the Industrial 
(’ommissiorrs re(’ommendutions. It is no fault of the Munster if he 
tells us he has not the time to lead it oi to umlersland it. (toe likes to 
know why Industrial I’alucation has not lM*en pluied undei the 
Kdncation Minister 

The people of this pKjvime are discontented. What henetits do 
they receive from the ( i«iveriiinent ? Pay. pay and pay more is all they 
hear, while they die like fleas of rholeia and other diseases feel^f^ 
helpless and hopeless fot want of doitois and while tlieii lips are 
parched for uaiit of dMiikino watoi I he middle classes are uilhout 
etnployment because of the want of tecbni<ai edmafion Yjui cannot 
expect a peiiple to be <‘ontente<l undei these conditions. It is not Mr. 
ffiyidhi or Mr, R Das uho is responsible f<»r this state of thint^s but 
*the^( jfovemnient. The Government is under a ^■real ilelusion. 1'hev 
havt been misled by the a*ritatin>r p«ilitn ians in tliinkinj»^ lliut l»y j^ranl 
of ItoHttcal riifhts with e.xpensi\e salaries for the leaders or even by 
prant of u Swaraj with an exfHMisive ailministrut ion even thouj^h l/ord 
Sinha or Mr. Sastri may be made u Governor, the peojde will Im* aiitisfied. 
Thew fmlitiial nosfruiiis arc futile in the face of the distressful condi- 
tion of the people in the mattei of the hare necessities of life. This 
simple proposition politicians in Kurland and in India who take their 
ema from books and talk of dyairhy and self-jrovernineiit within fbn 
Kmp iy have never appreciated. India has Wen ruined hy the reform- 
inff a<*Bl of Kn|]rli**b administrators since Wird (NirRon, and our diffi- 
cultie#! are great and they have im rensed largely on account of the 
ifCiiidtfW of tha agitators agitating for what every thinking man in 
rtiii country know# are mere sky-flow ers in the expressive language of 
Raiifkrit phraseology, which ha%’e led to disturbaneea of peace and 
order Such disturbances cannot but be put down by all reeponatble 
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(fov<Tnmont«. Just take on inHtance, we ar^^fibqtiired to add Rs. 2,»t4,00() 
to oMi hiintfTiH lor jnoviding uoiiifortuhle jaifji to {FerMons who in tjieir 
Tn1stak(‘ii of pat riot imu insist liii lumkiijyg* the law aifd f^oinl' to 

jail. Snciates’h ol>s«>r\atioii while he was in prison awaiting the tup 
of jwiison for killin^,^ him, when he was asked by his friends^ to escape 
Khoold l)e reiiKMiiheieii hv iny count rviiien. Sriorates refu.s(»d ttl. escape 
the poison ( up on the ground that the law’s of a country must be 
obeyed for disobedience to them leads to anarchy and ruin. What are 
we, the jMHo [M'ople of thiscountM, to do!" We who do not W'ant ix>litical 
tights .Old high (dliccs with large salaru's, we who want peace and order, 
W'ho do lull Want to see oUi s< loads and <*<dleges emjitv hut w'ho wish nioi'e 
of fhent and mon* full than at present, we who want technical education, 
puigic'''^ t I indn^'iiies aiwi commerce, we who want medii ul relief and 
dnnkfiig-M :tt»‘j , wliere are we t<» go? ,Sir, I < ame to tins ('ouncil with 
high lto|M «. of doing good to iin fieople. I have had passed in this f’oum il 
resolutions i overing most of the objects for w hich I said I sought elec- 
they liave pi<tved futile bei ause ot the imsyinpathet ic l on- 
du(t (d oil! MiniHters who. thotigh \e!’\ rich men in their nervousneHs 
foi then salaries, ha\e niissod great opjun tnnities w hich (rod placed in 
theii huiidi for iloing good it 1 find that next Neai’s Budget is as 
dismal as tliis viMii’s I Hhall io»f trouble you with iii\ pieserue. 

Babu dOCESH CHANDRA 8ARKAR^ The Budget wi n 1. h.s been 
presente.l to tin- ( ouncil tliin \ear is again a dcfii it Budget The deficit 
U^projiosfd to be made up h\ ftesh taxation which, it is hojied. will 
produce tesmue Mifllcieiit for the pivsent [.ast year the Hoirble the 
Finance .Memhei held out Iiojh-s that no additn^nal taxation would he 
necessary to m(*rl th(‘ anniiai expenditure, but within a few months our 
hopew were falsitied, and we were asked t») vot«‘ foi aildit ional ^xation 

Increment to the salaries •{ ministenal officers and meninli was a 
ne(‘e.s.s«rx roroil.ifN to the im rement.s allowed to the (iazetted flffieeiliof 
the ground of high iinces as a ilirect result of fhe war. hut the i lainie of 
those who Wi n* most ni need of relief, are bding ('on»idered at a tiljtfij^hen 
things W’ Me retuMting to tlour norm.il con litu>n. Tin* ground on w'hieh 
tlie incnMiients gnen is ..jipar.Mitly lost sight of. and incnmient^ 

ouee given stand irrev<H able w hether the . arises that led to it axint or not. 
Tn a few year^ we w ill he a<-cristoin. d to this jm n-ased .-xpendifure, and 
then we will h ' a; am told to fiml fresh sources of revenue with the further 
expan.siou of expenditvm* When we clamour for retrenchment. we,ftre 
told that eertnm useful works have been stopped, but no one KeelbH to 
uuderstand that letrem hment also means curtailment of normal e^Qpendi- 
tun* without, of course, sacnfi. ii.g eth. iem \ India in one of tlie prmreat 
countries on the huM^of the earth, hu* unfortuiiat. ly, it has bec4Vfi^«ia|dled 
w'ilh the costliest of administrations I hn|a* wiser 4i»un!^Ts will preetiil, 
and ft retrenchment committee will be fonned whi<A nvill 

ruthlessly apply the pmttiiig knife to every department. ’ ^ 
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Hy 

Turuing to the DeiwiHuiWit oi hklurutmu. wt- ar«' disaj.jHiiimMi t(» liitJ 
ii6^»eiitiori even of any-^»^lieme of Finn.ii v i:tlm uti6iT whu h we all 
exji?c‘ted ^oold be promiktuit featuie of tin- Hiidgi*t. Whiii Mt. Ulaa”^ 
wa« deputed to lonuulute n ooiui>relienM\e m Itt uu* ol ri Mnun Kdin atiou 
the w'hola couutiy thought that after all tlie of ull our woen-^the 

'‘darknllWI of ignOiaiK e— W»)uld he mioii dispelled. We .»le liu\\ ltdd that 

the Hcheme pi* pared hy Mr Hisn < aniiot he laki n upon au'ounl ol 
pau('it\ ot funds. \V e earin stl\ Impe the lion hie Muiistet will de\iHf 
meuriH to give eiJeel t4> It paiti\ \e.n h\ Neai 

I he ( alcuthi ( nivernit x atol iiiati\ otlw r < <lurat mnal mxt itutaois haVO 
l>eeu hani hit 1 \ the !ioii-< o-npeiaHeii inoveiiient, .oid .sdine cd them 
tottermg t(- tlenr \ery toundat nets I r.eeil s, an t‘l\ -a> that it ii* the 
dut\ of the (jineiniueiit to sa\e ther*e iiiNtit ut Kms h\ tiiueh help. 

I am M>rr\ if \\a^ la.t p, .ssihlr toi the Agru iiltutal l)i‘partiiieiit to 
arrange to nn{iait agrii ultuml etha atom h\ tin esluhll^hIm»nt <d aehouU. 

1 hope adn(jijute jtuvi.hu.h fnr giving etfe< t to thus pnln y will he made m 
the Budget, aiio a iniiihined Aginultural .md Industnul , school will he 
e.itahhHhed at Kangpui whnli is the headt|uaners of the |)(‘partment ii. 
North Bengal 1 am afraid the s< heme w.ll not he a veiv evpensive one, 
as the evistiiiu 'amis and foiildings ot the 1 temimHtrat ion 1' arm and also 
of the Ie< liiiu ai Seliool. ma\ he ntilis4*d tor this purjMJse, 

It Is gratiiytng to mOe ihat it n junjHised to (idonize the Sunderhaiis 
■on a large h< ah- h\ hMting out hinds nn the iai\atwari syslim. The 
reclaimed land.s '• ouhl he h( hu’ padd\ < ulll^atlon. and it is expected that 
tile e.xpeiiditn.re im tined \m 11 he liiglil\ lemuneratne On tin siiijie 
prinejpie. the l.iiid* in Klias .Nfehals of iln Dmairs sluoihi la* unyrudgif gly 
let out for the < ultivatmn of tea K\ery tai ilit\ should he given to the 
plonioter.s of tea lompanies to anjime lands foi tlm puiptjse, ns tliesi 
I'ompaittiiiPs are aiWiivs icjd\ to pay highei Mularies, ami there ih no 
trouble about tin n alization of T»‘!its '1 he )Mdiev hithertr* iolhiwe<I htiM 
liOtBtn unfavourahL to the gr<*wth of the industry, especially from the 
Indian standiKont . hut ^ liope that under the able ailminiHtratioti <d tin* 
Mtthflilbljttdhira ):i liahadur the old policy of reserving lands suitahle toi 
tea for the euBi'i.tion of paddy, will he abandoned 

Mr. HUSEYN tHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: (tiiee more, we have 
been pres4*nted wifb an adniittedlv iiiisatisfai tor> Budget without jwdic^, 
without vision, hut replete with jodf-satisfiMtion, »loriiinate<l with omni#. " 
eienee and a perfietuation of all the Heeuiiiulated erila of the past 
There wo have the old familiar features - a jiolioe himlen with tluj 
blirv|' dutief^ of law and order — wielders of law and order whit h 
they well know how to apply on bare baeks and unprofeet-#‘d heads 
— -foUijbg in their turn a burden, an unsujiportable burden, on 
ot^ rAourees. a U»I>“heary administration with )l« staff of dimin> 
U%iig magnitud^^lesaening, but never vanishing, and a nutnW of 
departments, manned by ' effirient officem clamouring 
lor work, a replica, ahall we nay, of a aiater inatitQtion in tbi* rery city 
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with workers icady for work but none to work for. ^ No attempt has been 
made to juHtif> the taxes and lessen tbeir *1)6 attempt to deljfie 

ilepartmentH tliat may nerve their purpone in the (Jipi and distant future, 
but which mivlit j^ive way for more prensinjif and insistent nerds, siieh 
as may lienefit the inuNses from wljom the taxation will be derived. We 
have shouted ourselves hoarse for retrenehments and yet (ioverttjneiit 
jjersists in its obstina< y — and naively trusts to standinff eonunittees with 
limited fmwers, limite<l informaton, limile<l time and limited opportuni- 
tiea» to point out the way. Itetrencliments must be effected and can be 
offeetiMl, if only like wise j)eoj>le in the (loverninent clumse to acknowledj^e 
their lirnitcitions and not shrink irorn a scrntinv by an independent 
coramiltee. I know it is difficult, bumanly im|H)ssif)l(‘, for this Govern- 
nieut to acknowledge its eiTors, but that is our only salvation. To coni* 
))are ^reat things witli small, but keeping in mind that 
human nature and depuiimentul vanities are alike all over tlie world, the 
Navy D<-mirtim*nt in Enjrland has in rcjdy to the drastic chanf^es of the 
ffeddes ( oinmiilee, condescended to a < tirtailment of 2 millions in 81 
millions with an appeal to effii iency, a.HNUiaiices of peai e, and law* and 
order and such like warcries which form the fetish of all effete hut ex- 
pensive administrations Eet the (iovernment , if only to dennonstrate 
its ^genuineness ui d its refoniuiiff spirit, if only to demonstrate its anxie- 
ty for the W'elfi’te of the masses, if only to show that its purjsise is not 
merely to pri'serM* law and order hut t4» fictter tlie ( ondition of the people, 
if only to sliow’ sMiipathy with a petiple that it has no sympathy with, let 
the Goveinment spontaneously ap|M»int such a committee and win l»ack 
a certain dejfre<* <d fair name and <‘onfidcn<e which, by its present jxdic\, 
it has hirfeited f\)i'. 1 alnmst said, all time toioiiie. Fon iist it not in our 
teeth that retrenchments lannot he effected. Urednlotis though wi* are, 
and we know that the (iovernment has UHfMTtuned it as well us Hie spr* 
mgs of our credulity, we feel thakthey can lie, and the Bombay Legisla- 
tive Council, to w iioin all honour and glor>', feel tlint they can be aod 
must be, and that (In* reforms have come in not to isTjH’tuate a systum 
born in ^'Xpmisneuess, but to n'forni it in accordance with the conditions 
of the country, And if the (iovernment pays no heed to (he feeling, and 
IwMiig hard-headed as it is hard-heiirted, wants intimate facts and figures 
Hiul sfill mi»re lacts and figur«‘s, and not innuendoes and insinuations from 
a private memfief, as it has always askesl, with a constancy worthy of a 
plausible argument, I say that if I. knew, or we knew, more of the inner 
workings of tht‘se departments, if I was or we were the Finance Member, 
or the iNditif'fil Member, or any Member or all rolled into one, or m a^, 
or a head of a »lc|»artment we t‘ould have giv-en sufficient inforroatioi^ to 


•aiisfy the Hoti’ble Member that all is not fmsed on thin air. " 

And while rt*tn*ncbment'‘ have not lnH*ii made in plethoric wpalt- 
ments. the weak have U^en ground down. The Ministe#^ with a magn«6L 


mity and a sacrifice which has eari)e<i for them the reputation of jiHiiljr 
and sohnety. have given up demands which may vitally help the poor, ao 
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that provision should mftdt* iar fonu* mori‘ Deputy-StH'iTtarit's »>i* 
S**cf|ytarie«, Coilnril, loi Affricultui't* and Iiidu>tries, for Finantv, 

Commerce and Marine^ there being t»o patentl>, ao td»vjously, hucK few 
officers in the higher service*. While imserahie suli-registrars starve on 
hack pay, and are being forced to resort iu iiicasun's that jircvuil in tlie 
most petted dejiartineiits of (Government, while their j)athelu mtiditiou 
continues to re<eive the anxious consideration of the Hon'hlc Minister 
and schemes continue tti !«’ shitiite<l fiom Ih^partnient ui Ih'partment. 
while this rank shame and inju>.tuc. this hlot on the adniintstration is 
l>eing continued in hojH»s that attm they too have Ummi fon ed by mn es- 
sity to cat(‘b the contagion of biiUo x they w ill (jiiii‘ten in du<* l ouisi*. The 
Fuhlie Works l)e|wrtnieiit contirmes to dram nn»ne\ like a *»iove. and 
di(gti]>ate it fai and wide; the Agru tiltiiial Ih^paitnii^ni dm^s miineniiidy 
l>eneficial work on pa|H*r, and Divisional ('onmiissioiiei'' hsik round 
anxiouslv for work to justifv theii existenee. No attetition fiaiil to Irri- 
gation, tione to (’oinnieiie and Industries, while l*iimat> Kdination. 
iKiing insistent, is eteinalK siiuIiImmI If 1 am |M*rmitted, I shall loiirh 
ujKin just a few items There is one as|*‘rt of education that is growing 
Ml tin* im|H>rtan<c. and that has been simndK tested and found of imniensi' 
valin* — that is the pnu tical tniinirig iiiijmited h\ the Iloy Seoul iiMVeuient , 
111 the fashioiiirig of future t ili/ens ei|Ui)>)N*d w ith the ioundalion of u real 
culture, and not infln led with a loh-sided. paialxtie education mijmiteil hy 
modern schools This movement is entirely noirofficiul and is carried 
on hy private [>eisOfis who sacrifice a • onsidcrahle jM»rtion i»f their time, 
cneigy and leisure to what they consi<fer is true service to the boyhood id 
India I mention no names fot m this nnoement the men woik silenllv, 
and their privilege is to know* that they work and those w ho spoil work 
bv rewards and rei’ognition do not know of their existem e By the very 
terms of this movement it ran never iMUMune a f rovcrniiienl movement 
or an official movement. But yet this cannot preclude the fiovernirienl 
from making some sort a grant to the pnivincial organisation here 
which may Is* utilised for the training of scout-masters, and for tin 
general .’»ncouiageraent of scouting in Bengal. From education as it 
should lx* to the rniversity does not strain the imagination. The 
Calcutta Fniversity is suffering under a deficit ; but the deficit in 
such as has l)een brought on hv its own fK>li<'> , the fKilicy that we find 
embodied here and if we are diasatisfied with the condition of this adminit' 
tration, we cannot rest content with the other, 1 only wish that the 
committee asked for by this Council had Wn able to meet and submit 
its’lftiport and then we would nof have Isx'n in a better |»osition to recon- 
sider our views And lastly. Sir, the Hon'ble Member may have sparwl 
binilielf4be trouble of putting before ws an elaborate Budget, in perpe- 
trating a huge joke on the Council and on the R4'forms, We have seen 
throngb it all, and we suffer under no disillusion that our ojnnion carries 
any w#Nrht with the Government. We ^me here to register opintons, 
ani we give Government liberty and power to flout us at its wil]~-to our 
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fliMiial Hlmrne and diHcredit. Oovemittent must Ittrely have recoffiiised 
it, though 1 muMt admit that in politirnl^mattVrN ita viHio^Lill rather Ifuii* 
ted, and it may rest (onti-iii that the V’oUijeil Ifhving jturrendered its 
weapons, it need have n(> fear that the Bud^fet will have any r^l oppo- 
iienta. r* 

Birtiu BHI8HMA0EV DAB: The Budget presented is more dis- 
upiMiintinjff than that of the (urieijt year. The hu^fe deficit is souj^lit 
to la* met b> taxation. It is j»ainf\il to hear that it prmddes nothing 
more than the bare needs of admijiistration and makes no provision for 
any new schenu's. Administration has been made so ex|i<*nsive that 
there is no rhaioe ol im|»rovement uifless retrenchment effected to 
a very considerable extent. 1*he people pay the taxes Init cannot get 
the corresponding berudits. The agi i<ulturists are ,stee|H*d in ignor- 
ance. The cesses and taxes realised from them are sjsMit on impiove- 
ments in enlighteneil localities. They die of cholera, malaria ami 
infiiienza witlnmt medi< a! tn*atment. No tank or well is ('Xcavateil t r 
provide them with goo<l drinking water. Pargana Telihati in Faiid- 
pnr and it.«i neigh bou|’ho(Ml are inhabited mostly bv agriculturists. 
Although they are pavifig the cesses and taxes for generations, almost 
nothing has l»een s|H'nt for them eithei in c(Uisirm ting any road or ex- 
cavating a lank or kind. A considerable atva bv the side of Tetulia 
Kind remains iindei wat4*r for the lust \'2 or Id vears owing to iiisuHi- 
eient drainage, though formerl\ it would dry and become cnltuiable. 
Tills has bei'U brought to the notice of the (lovernrmmt many tiim*s, 
ami 1 understand that the lo< al |H‘o])le submitted a petition to the t’ol- 
l«ctor, FHri<lpur. under the Agriculture and Sanitary Iniprovemeiits Acts, 
but nothing aj»|H*ars t«> haxe b<‘en done as yet The district b »ar<t 
having realised the necessity of excavating the Tetulia-.Sripnr Khal and 
after making survey and estimates, excavated a small ]x>rtion near 
Sripur but did not proceed furthei for reasons l^*st known to the Board. 
I invite the sernms attention of (lovernment to make this urgent im- 
provement The cost might be lecoveml umler the A< I from the land- 
lords and. if necessary, some portion from the tenants. 

It is to Im* H'grettivl that the Budget makes no adeipiate provision for 
the spread of edneation amongst the backward or depressed class*»s. 
As in the ra.se of Muhammadan and European ediiration there should 
he some H|>eciiil bflicers to look after their eduontion and provision should 
Ik* nuidi* for more hostels, seholarshijk*. and frt»e-student ships for them. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Mwlical Department has isstinl a 
to the effect that students of these classes may get adraia- 
sioo into the Medical College and schools, but he d<k»s not realise the necea- 
sity of providing s|>ecial facilities for their admissifni. Spefdal provi- 
aion slumld l>e made for their admission into Medical, Engineering, 
Training, Commercial, Agriculture, .Unitary ^ Veterinary and aft other 
•i'hools and colleges and railway woHiahopa. 
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As to other iteiiSjn I .MUjrjareHt jLkat the expeii.HeH of $team4aunche« 
ou^^t to t)e (^urlailed. AriH while the poor j»»*o|>le are K-oinjf to he hur- 
<len(4 with helvv taTCHtiou jji every sphere, # in hti*rati(Ui. in pur- 
fha^ie iUULtl ''ale <«f hiiols, railway fares, union iat4‘>. ete.. es|veiatlv ai 
a time %hen ajfinultinal protluei*. fKirtirulai Iv jut(*. is selling at a rat« 
helow the eost of pro<lnetii»n. it is reall\ tn he reirr«*t (eil that tht«i luxury 
«rf {fovernnient servants in some (le|)art!nenls is on the Uurease As 
trrurifi^ offieiU’s aie )hiiiI (iniihle railway fares eaeh way and as 
there has herm inerease in fares, more proht l)\ tla^ellln^ and travel- 
ling for the sake of pmfit lias Imumi more prevalent than foimerlv Suh- 
(livisionul magistrates ami Kx< ise <it!ieers sonn'timr's diaa as much as 
Us 4fK) jH‘r immth It is hi^*-h time tliut the nonnnatioii of sulMlixi- 
sional offirM'is as m«Mnl>ers of district Uraids should riMsi*, These 
ofFiiets Inne no place iii the heal lM>ards now. j»ml tloTe is riTi reitson U> 
nominate them as district Ixiaid memlH*rs and to ^i\e them hu)ire sums 
as tla^ellllJ^' allowance I he fixer [ndice is a nseh'ss oiyfaiiisal ion 
winch Is hioked upon as opjuessois hv th»‘ laxx -a hiding' p'ople 1'he 
ajs'^rn nhural otfu crs aic liickx in holdini' siimm uic |c>sIs Wheticxer 
tliex stii out. it is to hrin;^ sono* money as tiuvtdlin)/ alloxx'’nnce Tlu‘\ 
srddoin mix xxith tin* )H*oph- and lake vm \ litth* inlercst in their xxel- 
fare. The same is the case xvitli tin* fisherx and veterinary rdficeis. 
The DepaitTiieiit of A^rioultun* max xi’ork iti <o-o|x‘anion with the juiU. 
and prisoners from the ii^rriculturist classes max Im* {ltivimi practical 
tiairiiny' on inipT(»xed methods of a^'tonltuir* Tin* tdliceis of this 
tlcpirlment should he leciniteil frrun fin* <'ult i x at iiii^’ classes 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: AhhouKh om rannot conj^ratu- 

•latr* the lion' hie the hi nance MeinlM*! on the Huduret xxdiich he has pre- 
Hentrnl to us. n<*i we think tliat out sxmpathx is due to him firr all that 
he has done with a defic it of ovei »ine cion* lM*foie Inm and with no 
prosjM*tts. With an e.\|H*inliturc iiicreusin>; on all sides lie has tne»l 
to do the Iw'stt he «ajnhl iirnler the adverse r irciimstain es 

The difficulties of the Hon’hle the Finance Mernlwu are due to the 
system itself. I am ru>t one of those incorn^fihle iiufKitientH who 
beliex'e (hat weak nnrseliufjrs of a year old ran attain t<» the full stiitur* 
of, and |H»ssess the same vitality and res<»urces as, Kri^land and other 
full-jrrowii nations of the cixilired world. We are just in the throes of 
a jrr^'at exp<*riment ; we are just ls»iri»iiiing’ to s4*e thiriffs. We are just 
learning how to ^foverii ourselxes and to pre|iare new schemes for fi»ir 
future. 

The defect is in the system itself. What we want is to reconuti* 
tutc the whole service and overhaul the whole machinery of tha 
administratmn. Without that there cannot he any salvation for 
Ben^l. Nearly R». 5 crores is swallowed up at present by administra* 
tion charfres. We do not want that. We want to Indianise the ser- 
Tiees; by ** Indianiaation '' i do not mean that Indians should be plaoad 
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on tlx* MaiiK* pay ti« the KuroiM-aiH who (oiiic out from outaide and who 
nahirally rwiuire more pay from the (iov<*rmiient ; by Indianisin^ * 

I moan '* ec'onomJMiii^r ” Take, for instauee, the present number of 
candidateH who are jfoinj^ to Im* remiited for tlie (’ivil J^rvice in India. 
The H»nu*' men whom we could have ^^o1 in the Provineial Service on 
Uh. p'oinjf to be ^jveii a salarv of Ks. bfK) only Wi'anse w'e want 

to IndfnniMe the Herviee. If we really want economy we want that the 
various Hcrvices in the province should Ik* nMonstituted on an eoon- 
oniif* baHiM. 

TIeie \h aiukther tl inJ^^ Tin* Ilon'ble Finance Member has 
staled that the staiidin^^ comniittcM'.s w«*n* taken into contidence; but I 
do not tliink 1 know an a iin*nibc‘r ot a standing: committee mvM<*lf - 
that ample evideme and details were placed laToie tin* standiiin’ com- 
mit lee, and f hofM* next year the Hon'bb* Mcunber will find liimself in 
a fH>*ilion to place better i’n.tc‘rials. more dc’tails. at the earliest stajoro 
iM'fcuc* tlie standiii}; <’omTnittc*e.s. These* *itandi!i>r committees, if tliev 
were* ^'lv4‘n full power of sei utinisinjr tin* entire* itc‘m*. of tin* Biid(;«*t.' 
would l»e aide to do a lot of thuj^rs. It js true that in tin* Hud>j:c*t we 
have not ^'ot all that we wanted. We find the ♦*\jK*ndit'ire on the 
l'eserv<*d sides jjriowin^^ up and tln*v arc* t<» be fed at tin* < o^l of the 
transfc‘1 rc‘d departments; in ronsecjuencc*, litth* has lM*en besto\v<*d on 
these di’partmeiits. What we e.\|M*ctc'd this vc‘ar wa> that oui Minis- 
lers would now be in a |Kcsitmn to adumbrate* some* new jKdn v and )>]arc‘ 
before* us scmie matur‘c*d sc hc*ine for our eonsnic*rat icm ; but we ]*‘aiii 
that tliev have* not bec*n aide* «*\cur to utilise the* money tliat lln*\ w»*re 
j^iven last year We do rrot want thc‘sc* things I Ijopc* Tjc*xt year 
tlu*v will be* itt a lK*tter positievn and will 1 m* abb* to place* new schemes 

iM'foie Us. 

'I'hi're* is an idea abroad about c‘apitalisatior>, and I think if we p;et the 
thre*e' Hills pnsse'd. we* .sbail be* rti a iM»sitje»n to float a loan to do more 
werrk feu’ the* tnutsferre’d dc*partmc‘nts .So, altbcnrjjb one* eannot well 
corijfral ulate* the* t bo ei nirn'iit cm the Hrrc1|re*t which they have presented, 
yc*t wi» must se*e* facts as they are and we* must Im* satisfied with the* liest 
that could 1 m* deme* under the* advers** eircumstane'es. We are tryinp 
to dcj the* In’st that we* eati and bo|M* that with the inauguration of full 
proviric'inl autonomy we shall 1m* in a lM*tter jMcsition to work thinffs otir- 
se’lves ancl iiiitiafe* a more* ccm ious pie>^m»mme for our country. 

KIlifi Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: I do not wish to take 
the time of the (Vurncdl bv making? a leiijrthy stAtenumt about the finan* 
rial jKisitiem of Henjral in the* li^ht f»f the* Bud^ret estimate* for the year 
1922-2^1 prt'sented by the Hem’ble Mr. Kerr. It is a dismal sUtement 
in all eonseienee, but c redit must la* given to Government for the stead- 
fast manner in whic h it has trie*d to eflfen t retrenchinemts all round. We 
must admit that the Hon’bb* Mr. Kerr has exerted his utmost to make 
the liest of a Imd job. 
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a reprt»8^ntative of Oaora and a inMiiU^r of (he Exwutive (V>un- 
nl (](4%the Darra Fniverait;, I feel, I ahoiild (hank (he Finance Meinl>er 
and Minialer in charfre of FTducafion for the |>rovisi«ni of lU, 9 hikha 
for the Dacca riiiver^Jtx . We ou^ht to have much mor<», but at a 
time like this, we should U* thankful even for ‘iinall mercieN. 

The Deiwrtment of Ki'iherie^ hn<. in my humble opinion, ddfle IM^uae- 
fill work and I to attirm that IN. 4o.(M)0 inclmled in the ri*via(Ml 
eatimate might have Ihmmi njM'ut for a more laudable ohjin t. 

The Ibicca Sewerage S( hcmc Ini'* long been a crying neceHMity and 
I am pleased to find (hat Hs a lakhs ha\e been jitovideil for the same. 

Uetreiichment i** the (»rdei of the da\ ami 1 think that my hon*hle 
colh'agues will agree with me in thinking that all unnecessarT eX|XMidi- 
(lire should lx* rigidly curtailed. 

It is neeilless to sa> that we ha\e Ikhmi ver\ shahhily treated hy the 
(iovernment of India, hut that is no reason wli\ we should not put our 
own house* in order. 

B«bu NALINI NATH ROY: After matiN \eais of Hiitish rub* and 
sacrific»‘s made ilniing the te<i‘nt wai, it was thought , both in tins conn- 
tiN ami in Fngland. tliat the people of the countn should l»e given an 
effective voice in its administration Tin* result of this thought, has 
hei'ii the (fovt‘rnmefit of India Act, which has given a substantial meaa- 
t.re of self-go\ eniniciit t(» tlit* js'ople of India 1 cannot, neither (*an 
the other meniheis of this (’ouioil, refuse to lH‘lie\(‘ that a sijlistantial 
miMsurc of self-governim*nt has been grunted to the |N‘ople of India; 
for if we <l(i so, our pro|x*r place would Is* not the inside of this Kail hut 
outside of il. iiii awa\ liorc it If aii\ one iimiiigst us refuses to 
liflieve, that a substantial iiieasine of self-government has lojt Ikmoi 
given what has ls*en given is not lenl and substantial, his place lies 
*in the l awii of non-co-o|M*ratois. Il is ceriainh iuir d<*slin\ to Iwdieve 
that the (iovi*riimenl of l/idia is real and it has conferietl a suhstuntiiil 
measure of s<*lf-governineiit Ic* the |x*ople of this country. I bsik 
around me to rletcct evideme of this sijlistantnil measure. I am risked 
by my counrtvmen to |x>int oiP to them real evidence of his sulwtantial 
measure, and I look in vain. I do not know what a microsc<»pe will 
reveal, hut my |K>or eves, unaidixl hy instrument.s of inagnifiration, fail 
to defect any evidence of a substantial measure of self-government. The 
priiici]ial fiirirtion of (»overriiiH*nt in the shafx* r>f self-government, 
maintenaruo of internal jXMice, army and ruivy. etc., is necesaarn? Aul 
out from mv view, but the ways and means, the disjosal of the money 
that can be save<! after making provisions for primary needs of (brv- 
eniment are not neceasarilv shut out from my view. Here, at least, 
here in the imgee of the Budget, I should find evidence of sulattantial 
meaaure of aelf-govenimenf and should Ix* able to tell my countrymen, 
** Ixiok here, gentlemen, here is popular control in the |>ages of this 
Budget.*' 
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On rompprin^ thin arxl 1t.H pn^leceHsor with that of another 

year, when Oovernment was not yet r4*forinfHl, I find no ehan^* of 
npirit in their franiin^^:. It in the ‘*aine old spirit eoininf^ over and over 
aifuin- I would rather nay- the Name old sjH^c tie showinj^ over and over 
again. T nhull l>e told that J must l>e blind not to detect changes in the 
IStidgBi. “ Is there f>ot financial stringency manifest in everv’ page?” 
tVftnhily it is manifest, lint still more manifest is the same old 
spirit. Whateser the revenm* mav be, the spirit in which it is l)eiiig 
allotted for ditferent purfMiNi*-,, is tin* same Not only does this spirit 
not show aiiv cluingi* during these jH*nods f»f financial stringency hut 
it shows itwdf in all its mik<Mlness it is the spirit descemleii from the 
good old dnVH of John (’ompanv I'ln-n* is anotlnu spirit in which 
budgets may he fraiinsl tti nn‘et more uigcnt jn*ccssitiee of the jwople 
<jf the country, to save the people from anniliilal i»ui through |s)Vert\ 
and diseiiHe. I shall la* told in reply that some piovisum Has Is'en made 
in the Ijudgi*! for sanitation and education; I shall lie told that the 
spirit is there hut no more can Ik* done for want of funds; and I shall 
1h* told that the necessary arrnng<‘ments aie going to he madi* uln*n the 
('ouncil will pass tin* taxation Hills (of course ]>ermancntlv^ all the ills 
that the country is ” heir to” will he leinedied. We‘ll ami goml ' I 
fimi a sum of MO.ttfKI h»nlg4‘te<l for easing the heml at tlaz. khal, to 
make tlie entrance to the khal <*asiet of iiegol lat nui h\ inland steaineis, 
this sum of money is not neediMl f u an absolute nere'.sii\ of tiad»*, hul 
for making the passagi* of trade simM/thi'i. 1 (all thi> ^oi I of e\j)eiidi- 
ture 4i eoinmeK i.il lu\ui\ , finam lal stMng4*n(‘\ is not enough r(M«»in in 
this case! Neither is it pleailed that works of this chaiai tt‘r should he 
financ4*d through loans. wh> Because of the old spirit of budget- 
making It is the spirit inheritt'd from the jiast eomp,in\ t fo \ (*1 iiment 
ot providing facilities foi picxliing on British tiadi* at tin* ( o^t of tax- 
pavers. 1 will call It the “ ^ade ” spirit. Kven if tliis work is an 
uhsidute uetessity, wh\ do the compann*s toneerned not do it at tlieii 
own cost? \Vli\ is public moue> budgeted for their benefit? While 
the IsMid of (laxi khal is h(*ing easi'd at puhlii' t*xj)ense for the carriage 
of Manclieslet cloth, lavmjWMd Halt and all of their kind to the hunars 
and hamlets of rural Bengal, the pissuge to eU*rnity of thousaiA of the 
dwellers nlsMit (lazi khal is l)eing .smothered hv malaria with all its 
incidence. '^Vhen the (piestion of saving these human beings riees. We 
are referi*^! lo loans for remedy and whenever it is a ipiestion of 
iBats. puhlic rt»venue is at s**rvice. 

The provision of lls. 7,97,000 in lonnection with the Madaripur Bil 
route is of the same eharaetei . Four lakhs of rujavs was s|K*nt on this 
work Inst year and Us. 7,97dH)0 is again askeil for this year. Some of 
the irrigation works which were expe('te<l to be productive by the jmst 
administrator of this Province tog«»ther with some others that are in 
contemplation will keep our revenue well employed for manv years to 
come. It will be said that if this dredging is not* done now, the money 
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that ban been spent on these works will W lost, ft is high time for (he* 
m^l^bers of this ('ouncil to (‘onsitler the matter seriously before (Hissing 
the demand for grants, at least general revenues .should not l>e s[>ent 
after it. Whenever it \s a question of sanitation or allieil things, we 
are asked to look to loans for our salvation. I'heii why on earth should 
we spend our revenue on providing trade faeililiesV If the want of a 
genuine trade facility felt, it >hould piove a jmying pro{H).4it,i<u} ; 
otherwise it iv not a genuine want, and if it is a jiaying woik it should 
be financed by loan money. 

A huge sum is demanded foi the I'ost of ilnvlgeis for the (Irand 
Trunk Canal. This i>. the thin eml of tlie wedge. When the drinlgers 
will ap|K'ar. more mone\ will Im» needed to provnle work for thiMii. If 
more money is not then proNided. the argument will agmn In* that the 
mnne) sjifoit on lliem will he lost I .slumld warn tin* Council against 
the attempt of some of the departments of frovernment .to intnxluee 
this thin end of tin* wedge and after that go on arguing in a vicious 
('ircle; as long as this norl of argument \t» not stopjx'd, pimlttetive Bil 
route and jungle routes will multiplx in ]»iofuHe number. It should le 
made* (juite clear to the executne, that if revenue is not availahh* for 
nation-huildmg, the nation will se<* that no revenue is provide<l for 
facilities for foreign trade 

I now come to something whnh is fiaught with the most datigeious 
jiossihilit ies for the futuro the jnoMsnm foi the (trarnl 'rrunk Canal, 
for hanitatioii, foi tin* diainage of soils the Watei-h>gged condition of 
which is preventing the couiitrx from raising adequate food cropa, for 
primary (‘dination and foi all natioiohuilding actnities i> i < hei kiiig 
the incidence of malaria whnli is dail\ leading the counti\ to inin and 
df*soiut ion. We ha\e Immmi tohl not to look to revt'inn* hut to loans. 
Now here is a rival to nut lon-hiiilding or to 1m* more eorrect, nation- 
preserving activities. We shonhl <leail\ de< ide alrout wliat wr shmihl 
prefer — pnvservation of the ruM* of H<*ngalis oi the tirand d runk Canal. 

If we require ImiIIi of fliese, that is to sa\ , <*iadication of malaria and 
the Grand Trunk Canal, we must de» ide which of these we like first. 
The rapacity of the coiintr\ to laisi* loans \h not unlimited. The era*di- 
r^tion^of malaria, the <lrainage of water-logged soils, the resuscitation 
of dead rivers will retpiire some nion«*v. ft will require every MijM*«* 
that ran be raised bv hmn, and more wank *an he done as Wd II ns half 
done. If the work of sanitation of Bengal is to be done in 
right earnest, for it will not do to have it half^ 
require every spare rujiee and everv ounce of energy of the coiiiitrv. 
The rountrv should never nlh»w half measuies fu* make relief Attempts 
at sanitation to save the fare of (bis d»r (hat (lersonage. If the fioliry 
of the framers of future budgets be surh, no one will take the respon 
Aibility to make the Reforms a stirce.ss. in Bengal at least. 

T should be failing in my dutv if T ^fo not say that the Grand Trunk 
Canal is a good (irojert. It will farihtate trade, relieve fhe congeatinn 



98 DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. [28th Fbb. 

of (^nlrutta urur nenfl up land value where it is very low; but it still 
remain'^ to he seen whether it will be a f»ving: eoncern within 20 jears 
to come. Unless the sanitation of Henpil is taken up with possible ear- 
nestness and promptitude Avill all the money that can l)e raised, the 
resiKjnsibility, us I have said ls»fore, to M<*e that the Ibdonns prove a 
success will not U* worth takinjf. The country is on the verjfe of col- 
lu{Me for want of sanitation, for want of adequate medical needs. The 
drainafre of |t'at«*r-lojf^red soil« will add 21) p<*r cent, to the crops which 
shouhl jfo lowatdn general prosjauity of the masses. These are the 
thinjrs w’hicli slnmld he tuk<‘n up and completed first. The Grand Trunk 
(’anal should awiit the introdmtinn, and the driving? home of the thin 
end of the we<l^re should la* made im|M)ssi}de. The trade buildinjj; sj)irit 
in the framing of the budgets should jriv#‘ pho-e te the spirit of nation- 
htiildin^. If flu* spirit of the administiation to make the province the 
diimpiiitr-^^rouFid for ffinu^ni mearchandi^e and a paradist* for forei^rn 
merchants, let it huild not fuie hut HH) (tiand Trunk I’anals. Hut if it 
is to Is* otherwise, if the vone of the tux-p:»\er is to he heard, if evid- 
di’uces of Kuhstantial measuiCH of self-j;overnment are to 1 h* displayed, 
if a chaujirc of spirit in the fiamniL'^ of the ]iudp*t is to he made maiii- 
fi’st, let all works in eonnection with such s( hemes )h‘ 1 K>st|>oned. 

It W’ill Is* said Who pa\s the revenue y” Do not thi* nu'iidiants 
pa> a hi^ share of (he revenue ami should nolhin^’^ he done for them? 
Who made the province of Henpil what it has Imm-ohh*? N it not the 
nn'rchnnts and nothiriff should he drine hir tluun 

In repl\ I would a-k “ Who nnule these men haiits ?’* Is it not 
the people (»f the countrv ? Is it not the horny-handed sons of toil. 
lalMuirinjr in tluMi' millions tui tin* soil of the (‘ountrv to ]>iodma‘ wealth 
for all? Should thes not havi* the fir.st claim on this wealth of the 
country: lx* it revenue or he ikloan? Hecause mendinnts pay income- 
tax, customs dut\, and all sindi < harj^es it is loit j‘orre<’t economic 
Sf’ience to conceive (hat the imidenee of smdi taxes falls ultimately on 
them. It is the toilmj: millions win* ultimately {m\ for all thesi* taxes 
nnd many mon*. with tin* sweat of their hrow. I would remind the 
merchants that om* HenjsMli |x‘asant dviiijr from malaria, Manchester 
is one customer the les.s. 

The Hon'Me tin* Kiimnce Memlx*r has said. “ our ho[H*s that we 
will receive auptsut from the tiwrnhers of the standing committees in 
till* matter of retremhment have not Ihh'u fulfilh*d. The proc«‘e<iings 
of the stundinK committees show that they went through the budget 
carefully and thoroughly, and the fact that the> have not Ikh'ii aide to 
siiggt*«t any further rt'treiichiniMit sup{)orts our (contention that it is 
not jxmsihle to go fiuther in the way of cutting down the demands of 
various departments for the money they r<»quire to carry out the bare 
esm'tttials of their administrative reM|>otisibilitieii. *’ 
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I 8a^v in reply to this statement (hat it nil on the spirit in 

wbieh ildministrative responsibilities are uiulerstcHNl whether r<‘treneh- 
m#Kt can be made or not; and in what dim-tion. If (he tnule spirit is 
done away with, the followinir letluction in the Ih'jmrtment of Irriga- 
tion can Ik* made : — 

• (1) Rs. dO.OOO in (iazi khal. 

(2) Rs. in Madaripui Hi! lonte. 

(;n Rs. f),m (•on>tnn (ion of level itj Mad.mpui Ril route. 

(4) Rs, 1. 09, t)nn in (itaiul Tnmk ('anal. 

Total Rs. 9.90.000 (‘vrhidm^’^ (he dredgeis for tin* tiiaiid 'I'lunk 
('anal. 

Kumar Shib ShekharesvMo Ua\ has alivadv |H>in(e<l out tlmt in Irrn 
pji(i(Ui, (ioverniiMMit had Immui s|M>ndin^^ annnalK IN. 'S l ikhs in interest 
and in working ex ihmi-'C*'. while its reeeipls anKninted (mi1\ (o Rh. ll lakhs 
I need not re]>ea( those aigumeiits agjiin. 

In roiiolusioli . 1 oh]\ leiiillid the ( lovi-i niiieiil ineliilwt-' of (he vmimN 
of Ilis Roval Uighiiess (ho Duke of t’oiiiiailglit vilut. when lie Msiteil 
India, said, “ >ou havi* at \oU! <lonis tho throo gieat jausen of unhapjM- 
ness and unrest, igimranee. insunitar\ eodition of life and ernel 
ineijualities in all (hat makes life worth living “ 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: The lion ble 

Mr, Kerr has fianki\ ailnii((<Ml (hat (he Ibidget whi< li he has presented 
is not a prodmtion of uhuh an\one can feel proud. He has eonfessed 
that the Huilget will give no satisf,u'tion and it is oj>en to eritieism on 
the ground that it sliow ed la< k of miaginatiim and no signs of any eon- 
stnirtive progrannne on the f»ait of Ministois. In ho t th«* Ifon'hle 
Mr. Keir has plninlv st.ited that the Ilinlget di>es not profess (o do more 
than provide for the bale needs of ilie aeinumst rat ion and that it will 
not show any indications of a broad and giuierous programme for the 
improvement of (he conditions of life in tiiis Rresidenev. In tin* f.u'e 
of this st raight foi w ard ^nd frank admisHifiii it is useleHs and mere waste 
of time to offer ( iuurnents (hut the Hiidget is not sntisfaetory The 
Hon’ble Mr, Kerr has eonfesseil judgment and it reipiires no argunuuit 
and reasoning to show this fart. 

Tt seems to me that it is impossible to cut dow n exjienditure and effect 
any e<-onon»y if w-e folb»w the lieateri track. To my mind, in order to 
effect economy and refrencbmerit we must Tevohitionise the whole system 
of administration and we must cut <biwn the salar>’ of all the officers 
who Iielong to the imperial, pr«»vincial and siibf>nlinate services. We 
must alwilish some unnecessary and sin«*<uire posts and consolidate some 
others. Unless this is done it is useless (o talk over increased exfiendi- 
ture. Unless this is done the Reforms will prove a curse instead of 
blessing. It will bring dis<“ofifent and dailv increasing burden w'itbrnit 
commensurate >M»ne6t. If this Uotinril is really bent upon retrenchment 
and economy it behoves the Council and the Government t4i appoint a 
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* cotnuiittee in order tlj reduce the salary and posts and sui^gestiug other 
jneasur^ by which the administration may be carried on more cheaply 
ari<f Tslliciently. Unless this is done and economy effect.*d, in^ my 
mind, it is useless to offer ctomments on minor details. The Government 
is bound ^yCMurry on administration as it is and it has no other alter- 
native hilt lb do so in the !m»nnei that it is doin^. Under these circum- 
stan^s, I refraki irom inakinj( any comment on minor details and only 
hrrprrthnildht which may be left after meetinjr the ordinary expen- 

ses may he devrited to the improvement of water-supply, agriculture and 
education. Hy improvement of agriculture, education and sanitation, 
do not mean apiK»intment of moie sanitary, ajrricultural, supervising 
and educational officers hut h\ providin^f more wi*lls, re-ex( avatinjr tanks, 
removal of iriHanitary surroundin^*s and e'^tahiishin^;^ more schools and* 
providing facilities f«u hettei im^mtion and supply of >r(K»d seeds ami 
manure. I urn s<uiy to note that whenever the (iovernment talk of any 
improvement they simidy appoint ofhcei* hut the real tliinjjr tliey do not 
do as if improvement is effected siiiipl) h\ maintaining^ a department 
and certain nuiiihei of oftireis As an exum|de I ma\ cite the appt>int- 
ments of Depot \ Directors dt .\^rt icultui*’. Supcrin!(*mlcnt ot .V^ricul- 
ture, Direct(*i of l''ishenes and Industnes. The cuise of the present 
administration is iliat it Ini'. r»-ot too many suj»ei visjn/x officers whilr* 
there is a ^neat deaith of ofliiers who reallv (any on tin* work. There 
are some depat linents which are al)s(dutel\ useh's-s and do no jiraclical 
or ^00(1 work l>c\oml wrrtrri^^ reports. I would at om •• abolish these 
departments and nurner-ous superror officials such as ( 'omnnssjouers, 
Depot s I rispcctor -( letieral of INdri e. Depots Super rnlcndeot of !h>Ii( e, 
Assi.stant Ke^^'^isf rars. Depots -H«‘jri''trur of (’o-ojierat is e S«m ieties ami 
numerous other posts into the details of which I would not enter. I 
w'ould make provision for (onipnUoTS arbrtration in order to save jieople 
from ruinous liti^mtion who h will raolucc the tiombei of jodir ial officers, 

Bibu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: It is cass to see that a deficit 

liud^fct haH been placed before us. In it we fimi the same fi^nires with 
which tin* Huduet of the last year was framed. 1 would make one or 
tw*o (drservation* oh a b-w head- of expenditure. Det me come to the 
head “ Mediral.*’ In the hist year’s Hud^et, we found that there was 
not mm h provision for the neiMU (»f the mufassal. In this year’s Budfret 
also we frrui that the mufassal has fieen nsther riejflected. Sir. the 
mones that is jroing to hr spent is j^oinj^ to be spent on (’almitta only, 
and a vers small amount is left for the relief of distress in the 
mufaamii. If we baik a bit into the details of the Budjjet we 
find that althoug^h there is a pn*vision of Rs. 3, -12,000 for 
mufassal hospitals an«l rlis|iensaiies. a sum of Hs. 1,54.000 jrf»es 
to the Mitford Hrwpital at Dacca ami so only U«. 1.78,000 would 

he available f«»r distrihuti«»‘i in the wh(»le area of Beni^al. In 
fact, I do not find that any money is provjded in the Bt djret 
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for kelping the local bodiee in their battle againet malaria and 
othac fell diseases which are carrying away the people of the country. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of “ Medu^l ” says that he cannut 
get more money. We can readily appreciate his ditliculties. The < ir* 
cuiiistumes in which the finances of Bengal stand at present cnuiiet 
permit our Ministers to find more money for useful pur|>oik*s. 8»r» we 
hav3 been hearing since the last year that the Mest ui award k reeivn- 
PiMe for all these difficulties. The tax on jute vihieh amounts io mere 
than Rs. 2 crores has been .snat<‘hed away from ih. Malaria is eatiiiR 
into the Titals of the people of Bengal, and it is a known fact that jute 
is responsible to a great extent for the malaria in this ]>rovince, and we 
know that the ineorne derived from the cause of malaria is being 
snatched away from us, ami if we art' to get hack that money we should 
drive aw^ay malaria from the pnoinre. We should make ah attempt 
to get hack our dues. We should all join hands and try to get hack 
what has been siiatthed away from us, and we should concentrate our 
energies upon making every effort constitutionally to get Imck <mr dues. 

Now', I W’ould refer to the Public Works Department, which has 
been rightly called the Public Waste Depiirtment. Large sums of 
money are being budgeted for expenditure umier this head. Most of 
the money which is g<»ing to he spent would he (piite unprotlmdive ; I 
would refer to one item only. At the moment, we are going to sjumd 
nearly Ks. HH lakhs for (‘ommunications ; when j>eople in less favoured 
districts come forward for getting some relief from < Jovernment, Uie 
invariahle rcfdy that they get is that the hsal needs should he hsjked 
after by the I(K’u 1 hmlies. When this reply is l>eing given to some of 
the unfortunate districts, why should the fortunate districts absorb such 
a large amount id public revenue— I mean the distri< ts of Bankuni, 
Jalpaiguri, 24-Pargnnas and Burdwan ? We think that because some 
European concerns have invested their money in these districts, there- 
fore, these dLstricts are being treated more favourably. I wmild like 
to know that I am mi.stnken in this <»pinion, hut in Jalpaiguri there are 
big tea interests, in the 24-Parganas there are big lUijlls which are 
owned by European capitalists; in Burdwan, perhaps, the coal industry 
on account of which Burdwan is getting so much protection from 
OoTernment. 

Now, I would refer to another item, that is item 56.— Const niction 
of Irrigation and Navigation, and no on. I.4irge sums of money are 
going to be spent under this head ; we can easily cut down that expendi* 
ture, and in this year when we are going to imprme fresh taxation for 
carrying on the administration, I do not think it is wise on the part of 
Government to spend so much money on unproductive navigation and 
embankment acbemes. 

One more word and I have finished ; "there is a provision of nearly 
Be. 8 lakhs for a lunatic asylum at Ranchi ; if lunacy is so much on the 

S 
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inrreaft# in Benj^al that we should have to increase our expenditure year 
after year, then two or three yenrs hack rupees one lakh and a iew 
ihouilaud wo'uld have su diced for the cost of a lunatic* asylum. Last 
year we spent Rs. 8 lakhs, and wc are now jfoin^^ to spend the same 
sum ajfain this year. When we are iroing to ptiss three new taxation 
Hills, we should tr\ our best to retrench our exi)enditiire and brinjf it 
down to tha lowest possible level, otherw’ise the policy of (lovernment 
mi/^ht exasperate the people and it would not W wise for Govern- 
ment to fac e the an^^er of the people* fjerierally. W ith these few words, 
I conclude my remarks. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI addressed the Council 
in the vernacular. 'I'he follouin^ is the Cr)jflish translation of his 
speech : — 

f find very lurj^c sums spent on various depart m<*nt.s which do not 
benefit the pool men, namel\. the* ta.\-pa>ers 1 fine! very little provi- 
sion for the laiK’e bcsly of woikinjr ( lasses whose labour contributes to 
the wealth of the nation. It se<*m.s that the piimifile of expcunliture is 
to oil (»ver-oiled heads, that is to sa\, help those uho <!<* not want your 
hfdp. In villaj^j's, thousands drink diit\ water and (ontract disease. 
No j»rovisi(ui is made* for exc avation of tanks l,\ei\ help is ^'^iven to 
those who can agitate but none bir the pool dumb millions because they 
are tcwi ij^Miorunt to a^^itate. 

I do not see any ne<’es.sit\ of maintaininj;^ a permanent jiress in Dar- 
jeeling c'ostin^f Its dtl.tMKt a \eai Surel\. the sImuI stay of the bij? 
officials theie in summer does not lecpiire a bi^^ pres*, like that. Then 
I find special press is maintained in (rovernment House at a cost of 
Hs. 12, (MM) for Private Secretary’s printing' work. Surely the Secre- 
tariat Press can do the work in their cudinary < ciiirse. I find that per- 
manent hands in the press, in the coinpecsinj: branch ^et poor salaries, 
not even Its 28 a month. Fourteen auxiliaries in the ('omposinpf branch 
iret Us. 4,728 a year, namely, Rs 28 a inpnth 

Mr. D. <1. COHEN: The Hud^ret presented t(» ns is disappointing:, but 
I must frankly admit this was fully anticipated. The Reforms scheme 
in order to^prove a siu c ess, must n'ceive the cordial support of the ffene- 
ml public, w'^iieh includes the members of this ('ouncil. The result can 
only be achieved if by any inamier of means without increasing taxation, 
we can have sufficient money to carry «»ut H(dn'me.s of public utility, 
JfiNstemes of sanitation, educ ation and industries. At the present moment 
the Government, it apja^ars, have to carry on an impossible task, to keep 
lip the tof>-heavy expenditure of the administnition, and yet to carry out 
Mdiemes for the amelioration of the jjeople cd the pn»vinre. It has 
already h«'en pointed out by more than one s{>eaker the rejrrettable fact 
that while England has taken the initiative to refrench expenditure, we, 
WOrkinir with a heavy deficit, should take no steps in this direction. 
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I urge upon the (ioveninu*nt» the inuiiediute appointtiuent of strong 
rt*t»enchraent roinrnittee with powers t<» apply the pruniug^cnife wher* 
ever it is possible to <lo mi. The publu' ask for tins, ami, they have a 
right to be satisfieii in this direi tion. 

Turning now to the different items in (he budget, I entirely agree 
with Dr. Dutt that we ean very well dispense with the serviees of the 
additional two magistrates, and the new tiaffi«- eouit. As far as the 
departments uii<h‘r the Ministers uie l orn erned. ainoiie interested in the 
affairs of th<‘ cimntrv must admit that then ac hiexemeiit iluiing the past 
year are disappoint nig We aie told that tlie\ ha^e h»riiiulated l erWin 
s<'hemes, and I venture to snhnnt that it they had taken ns the non* 
oftieial members (»f this (’tuincil- into their i-ontidetn'e. much of the 
rriticism against their work might have Is'eti a>oHled. It is no ust*, in 
my opinion, to ha\c cosiK estahlishments. magnificent builirings with- 
out suffii’ient mone\ to keep the hands of our otruefs full\ engaged 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: 1 stand 

amidst dismay and despan and amidst heax\ demands for governing 
body and liie ci\ oi nialulits ot the people to pa\ ht‘a\ \ tax»*s to dist uss 
the present Itmlget iaist \car. when 1 was dismssing the liudget, I 
a.sked tiie (diincil to tinow awa^ the liudget as it was a drhi it one. I 
also pointed out then tliat it we accepted the liudget as it stiM.d, tin* result 
would lie fresh taxation upon the famine-sti n ken ami hall-fed people 
of liengal. Hut in\ (i\ was u cr\ in the wihieinesH, be‘ause a majo- 
rity of the memhcis o) this ('oumil heing umo i(naiiited with the real 
need.s of the p<M>t peoph* lould not realise the Niiuutioii Jlowev'er, my 
apprehension.s turned into reality in .lanuaiy last when the Jlon'hle 
Finance Memher luought the three taxation JidN hefon- tlie Couniil. hut 
even then the eyes oi .some of m\ tolleagues weie m>t opened. Some of 
the repre.sentalivc> of the people who really have the welfare of the 
country at heart and who symjwithise with the poor sons of the anil and 
myself opposed the introdueiion of the Hills and tried our level best to 
have the Hills rejected by the ('ouneil, but to no effect; and the Hills 
were introduced. 

Now, Sir, the liudget is before us. To>ilay also 1 ask the (aiuncil to 
consider whether (ioverninent is justified in putting forward such a 
Budget before making retrern hnient rn all the branches of the adminis- 
tration? Can any one teli me what bus emboldened the (iovernment to 
place such a Budget before the Council? HouielKniy might answer that 
either the (iovernment does not rare fnr our opinion or that (ioverniii#tit 
from its past experience knows full well that the Hudget rannot but la* 
accepted by the Council. Whatever tliat may be, I again appeal to the 
Council to reject this Hudget. There does not appear to be any attempt 
made in the Budget io make the Reforms a suciess, but rather a clear 
pdicy is laid down therein which goes against the snreesa of the 
Beformt. I fail to understand the object of such a poli^. A 
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portion of the revenue i» budgeted to be f*j)ent on the pay of the govern- 
ing body, and very little is left for the nation-building departments — 
far lesN to save the people from the attacks of famine, malaria and other 
diseases. . Sir, I ask one question of the Council. What is the Gov- 
ernment meant for? Is it to exact from the people money to be spent 
for the maintenance of its establishment and to raise the cost of admi- 
nistration so high as would ultimately make itself unable to pay and at 
last obliged to say, “ No ** especially at the time when the people are 
supposed to be disloyal and are killed like cats and dogs in the name of 
law and order? Sir, if the present policy r»f the Oovemment is not 
changed, 1 fear a state of anarchy may grow up to destroy the pence of 
the country. What is the present political agitation for and why are 
the masses joining it? Ti is tnie that the Muhammadans have joined 
the agitation us a religious duty, but why have the j»et»ple of the other 
communities joined it? The reason is obvious: the people have been 
affected much by the high prices of the bare necessarian of life and 
taxes, lH)th direct and indirect. Thev want relief. And if no relief is 
given, T tbink (be constniction of UK) surb jails as has been started at 
Kancliraparn will not be tb<' least remedy to the present jxditical unrest. 
The ITon’hle Finance Member may ('ompare the rate of tax paid bv an 
individual in Bengal with the rate paid in any other ('ountrv and say that 
our rates are much lower. To that I woxihl reply that Bengal is much 
|M>orer than any other country. T may state a storv here whi(’h has much 
l>earing on the present circumstances of Bengal. One man was sent to jail 
for three months. On (he expiry of this peritnl when ]»e came back to his 
house, he was uttutked with cholera; his father said had he been still in 
jail, he would certainly not have been attacked with this fell disease. 
This is the present condition of life in villages; people would prefer 
jails to (heir own houses. This is the londition for which Government 
is resptinsible and partly its 8Upp<jrters. If no remedy could be found 
fi>r this state of things, I tbink it will makh the condition far worse. 

With these few words, I conclude my remarks. 

rh§ DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think all non-i>fficiaI members who 
desireil to speak on the Budget have done so. I would now call upon 
(he officiAl me'mbers to reply, 

illNISTER in ohifit. of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELP- 
COVERNMENT (tH9 Nofi'blo Sir SnrtfNiro Nalli D«iior]tt): Is it not 

the time fw adjournment, Sir? 

Th# DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: If you desire it, I can adjourn tbo 
House now. 

Tlio Hoil*Mo Sir SURENDRA NATH SANERiEAt I think that 
would be 
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^Tll# BEPUTY*PRESIDENTS Then I adjourn the Houm for 16 
niimites. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 luittuies. 

After the adjournment. 

MINISTER in ohargi of DEPARTMENTS of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES and PUBLIC WORKS, (tlio Hon’Mo tho NawaS Saiyid 
Nawab AH Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): There are two prelinii* 

nary points to which 1 shall first refer. In the first place, some meinberi 
of the Council have expressed disap(H»intinent at not finding in the 
budget any indication, in the shat>e of new schemes, of the Miniatera' 
policy. I had hoped that after the explanation given by the HoiCble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department the meml>ers of the ('oun* 
cil would have realised the meaning of a deficit budget. 'I’here la no 
pla(‘e for new schemes in it. The Hudget aa framed makes the minimum 
provision for maintaining the departments in their present state and all 
new expenditure of any kind has been rigidly exc ludeil. 'I'hen, Sir, it has 
l>een .said the revised estimates show that Ministers have not l>een able 
to sjiend their allotments. This again is not com^ct. In the bc^ginning 
of October last, all ilepartinents were infonneil that no nea* schema 
could be sanctioned, and, therefore, the money provided for them 
could not be utilized. ()rders were i.ssued to enforce every fioatiible 
retrenchment and to exen ise the »tricte.st eron(»my, and thin in the 
principal rea.soti why the revised estimates show savings. 

The main heads of the Hudget with which I have to deal are Kx- 
( i«*e, Agrn ulturc, im lading ( '<»-operutive Societies and Veterinary and 
Industries. Though the strictest economy has been enforceii during 
the past year and the expemliture on nea scbemes bus lM*en entirely 
stopped, the de]>artments under me are able to report satisfadory 
progress during the past year 

1 shall deal first with the Excise Department. The principal 
improvements introduced in thi.s department during 191^1-22 have been 
the total abolition of the auction system and its replacement by the 
fixed'fee system. The auction sysiem had for many years past been 
generally condemned, and the fixed*fee system which was introduced 
tentatively in certain districts was found to be a distinct improve* 
ment. On the Ki of Odolier last, it was intrixluced in all the districts 
of the Presidency. The opportunity offered by this system was taken 
to make an appreciable increase in the taxation and prices of excisable 
articles, e.spei'ially of country liquor in certain areas where c^onsuiiiption 
was found to be increasingly rapidly. There has been a decrease in Uia 
consumption of country liquor in the ten months ending January last 
to the extent of 1,50,(KK) gallons or 22 per cent, of the total consum]>> 
tion. The consumption of ganja and opium alsfj shows a very const* 
derable decrease. Naturally, this decrease in consumption was arx^om* 
panied kj decrease in revenue which fell from Rs. inrhtg 
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th(f* firnt t«ii morith.H of the previous year to Its. 1,51,00,000 in the first 
ten inouthH of the current year. This deciea.se in revenue and consutnp- 
tion, us already stated, was pal tl> due to the increase in taxation, 
partly to the pi< kelin^^ of the shops hy non-< o-operutors and partly to 
the jftMiejcal depression in trade whnh ha.s prevailed. As trade im- 
proves, an increase in revenue is probable, but any serious increase 
in consumption will be caiefullv >%utched and where necessary will be 
cheiked hy the enhunceinent of piioes and other restrictive measures. 
All important defiurl lire iitade ilurin^r the year was the reduction of 
iuxatioii on uhohol reijuired for industrial purposes. The result of 
this redm tion was that the <juaniit\ ot ie< tified alcohol used in Bengal 
during the period from Decembci to Maich in the manufacture of 
incdu ines, i-ti ., increased from 7,7.S.*t gallons to 27,525 gallons, while 
the leveiiue increased fiom U*' 7H,(MMt to Ks. l,d7,(KH), 1 urther 
measures taken to lestriit consumption include reduction in the 
ntimlKM ot excise sh(»p*'. ttn the 1st April next there will he 
spirit shops III the piovince us (ompated with 1,1 2tl shops on the 1st of 
April last shops will be letluced fiom l,2t>7 to 1,184, and 

ui>preciable redm t ion will als<» be eilerted in the case of other excise 
shops. Measuies will also be taken to legiilate more effectively Irathi’ 
in fiueigii liijiior. The houis ot sah* nt excise article.s have been 
reduced and the limit of piivate possession ot iountr\ spirit has also 
been lesliicted It will thus be seen th^it (iovernment have already 
taken tdlei tiM^ steps t(» laiiN out the recommemiutions contained in 
the resolution moved b\ I'rotessoi S (’. Mtikheiji ami caiinMl by this 
('oiim il on the 1st Sefitember last. 

As regards the (juestmn «d lo<al option, the matter is a lompli- 
ciited one. It re<|unes \<*r\ full and caiefu) consideration, and this 
it is now reieiving trom < tover nmeni 1 trust that I shall before 
long be able tti make a detiniU* statement as to how the matter stands 
and wliat steps we pioposi* to take. I mu\ slate that at preesnt the 
Incensing Bnaid in ('abutta exen ise all tlie powers and fum tions of a 
(’ol lei tor in deriding the iiuiiiImm and Imnitmn of excise .shopH. In 
the distru ts, the (’olle» toi is heljN'd b> the Advis(»ry ( ommittee for each 
local area in decitluig as to the nnmher ami liHation of shops. All 
the recommemlal ions of the'.c < oininittee.s have been given effei't to, 
except in terhiin lases wlieie the Advisorv (’(unmitlees r«H*omuiend 
the total ubidition of all exmse ami opium shops in their respective 
ureas, 

Duiing till* \cai an imicuM* of |Ki\ was given to all grades of 
otticers in the Kx< we Dejmitment u\ put them on a level with the officers 
of other departments of the same standing. 

The next head with which 1 am coiuerned is head “ 'M. — Agricul- 
ture,'’ This include.s the Veteiinary Depurtmeut, the Agriculturu 
.DeiHurtmeot j)n>per and tbt* Di'iiortmeiil of (\>-ojierati%*e SocieiieR. 
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The work of the Veleiiiiury l>e^iiuent was condurted mi much 
th« name liiie.n as in the previous year. The nunilier of veterinary 
assialants was slightly increased during the year, and there are now alto- 
gether 109 of these offic(*r'i, most of arhom are employed hy local boilies. 
These hiHlies pay tao-thirds of the cost of these oflicers’ jmy and local 
allowances and the whole of all other expeiiM's incureed on veterinary 
work. 

The Department of .\g»'n ijltuie, thougli humjH’red hy want of funds 
and want of stuff, has made distinct progress during the (mat year. 
Among the most important fcature.s of the l)e|mrtmenl'f* w*ork wan the 
reurganisalicm of the Seed Distrihution Scheme. I he memU'rs of the 
('ouncil are aware liow imixiitant this scheme is for the welluiv of the 
province and wliat {Kipulanty ha.s Isvii secured l)\ departmental stnnU, 
as, fur instance, jute ami pud<ly seed an<! sugar I'am* cuttings. Up to 
the present the main ditliculties felt l»y this dejiartment ha\,e U*en the 
imide(]uate suppl\ of seed and the immense amount oi work in\olved in 
dealing v^itli iminnlvial < u!t . . at«>rH. 'I'lie method of seed-tlislrihution 
has now heeii re-oigatiised '[’he (ioviunmeiit faims insteuti of ileal- 
ing with imlivnlual < ultn iiois sup]d\ seed to pnsatc HtsMl-fuims wdiich 
may ^ndong to ( ’o-ojsu atm* Socifties, (’ourt of \\ artls* Kstates, t*> 
(io\ ei niiieii t <*stat<‘'' (U to pii'ati* /aiiiilulals. d hesr piuat^* faiins projMi- 
gate the siH*ds w hn h they leceivi* fiom (ioveinment farms and are ins|H‘( t«*d 
h\ ilistnit agM( ulturul otluciv tn ensure that the seed which th(‘S distri- 
hute Is aliscdutcK puic indixiduul lultnalors deal with these private 
seed-fainis Il\ means of this scheme a huge im reaw in the supply of 
seed a\aila}>lc w ill U* se< uied and at the same lime the woi k of the depart- 
ment will Im* easier as its ofloers will deal with the piuate seed-farms 
and not with iiidnnlual «ulti\a1ois ] iim\ sun that o\ei fiflv of these 
private farms have alieadv lM‘e’i started 

Anotlnu- development which is likely to Iw of gieat importance in 
the orgunisatnm of ^\gn< ultural AsscM iations on a « o-o|s»rative 
Imi.sis. I p to till- j»n‘s<*nt. the Agrieulturul Associations have Iweil 
rather loose oigaiiisalions and the rnemlMUs have not had a dose {H^rsonul 
interest in theii success .th the ohjeet of ensuring that each meml>er 
shall, in future, have real js^rsonal interest in the welfare of the 
aHsoeiation t(» whuli he Is loiigss. I have de< ided that in future therw 
associations will Is* formed on < o-of*enitive lines. Three such uhso- 
ciations have alrtutdy Is^coi r» gistere<l undi*r the .\< f and s«*venil others 
are rtnidy for registration. The object of thcM* smueties wdll Is* the 
pnipagution of (iovernment S4*<*ds and its distribution t<» menilw»rs, 
the c(^-oiH»nitive product of manures and the co-oja^rative sale of agri- 
cultural pro<lucts With regard to profjagatiori of (lovenirneiit seeds, 
I may say that one society has already purchaM‘d lf»(t maumls of kakya 
bomlffti jute seed. 

As the (Wncil arc aware. Goveminent are aiming at the eatabliah- 
ment of an agric ultural farm in every "district. During the year under 
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report, three new farms have been opened at Pabna, Banknra and 
Bariaal and durin^;^ the .year under consideration land haa also Bepn 
acquired for farms at Faridpur, Sun and Murshidabad. At the two 
last-named places, thou^irh the buildings are not ready, work has been 
started on a terajKjrary bahis. Sites have l)een selected for a number 
of other farms and the plans are ready, but their constructions are hela 
in aU*yanf^ until we can find money. 

With regard to agricultural education, the middle vernacular 
sch(K»lR have not In'cn found ah(»gether successful chiefly owing to 
the fact that they are to<j ex]M*nsive. They have therefore been con- 
verted into secondary agricultural srhoeds with the object of turning 
out yurui foi four elementary agri(‘ultural schools and demonstrators. 
The wheme for the highcKt form of agricultural education to be pro- 
vided in the Dacca Institute is ready and awaits only the allotment 
of funds. As regards elementary agricultural education, I have no 
doubt that the members of this Founcil have seen the resolution which 
was puhlished a week ag<i on the subject. A scheme for the establish- 
ment of elementary agricultural schools which will also Ik* demon- 
stration centres for tlieir ncighliourhood has been w’orked out and we 
have invited public opinion on the subject. As soon as the views of 
the public have lM‘en received and considered, we shall effect any 
reforms that may Ik* necessurv in our scheme, and if funds can Ik* found, 
1 hojs^ to give effect to it at oiu e. 

On taking o\er charge of my present duties, 1 was strmk by the 
fact that no complete agricultural survey of the pnivince had ever lH*en 
made, And I recjiiested the Director of Agriculture to take steps to 
cany out such a survey. Thi^ is now being done, but will take some 
time to complete us we have lieen unable to find money for any extra 
staff for the puip(<se. At the same ti?iu* a H|K*(ial survey of the cotton 
tracts is In’ing made. ^ 

The constitution of the Boanl of .Agrioulture has also received 
attention. Fp to the pn»sent it has l>een an official botly, but I have 
<'orae to the conclusion that a non-offi('ial element i.s necesstiry and am 
taking stejw to give effect to this. 

Another direction in which the Agricultural IVjmrtment has 
extended its efforts is assistance to agricultural exhibitions. These have 
Wn hel]K'd by., contributions and by exhibits, but hen* again the Depart- 
ment has b(*en handicap|H*d by lack of funds as the amount at its dis- 
posal for the purpoiH* was only Rs. fi.OOO and no Ukmi than 14 exhibi- 
tions hud to Ik* assisted out of this amount. 

A further extension of pro{>aganda work has lKH*n the experimental 
appointment of an agricultural officer for this sjiecial pur]>ose in the 
Bunlwan division. 

His lectures illustrated by magic lantern have roused the great- 
est interest among the cultivators whom he haa visited and his work haa 
been ao tucoesaful that aa soon aa funds permit.' it roust be extended 
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to oilier diyisioDs. But after all demonstration is the most effectiTe 
fdhn of propaganda, and here the department has l)een haiidicap}ied 
by a shortage of district agricultural oflicers anil demonstTators. H 
money is placed at my disposal, a portion of it must be utilised in increas- 
ing the number of these ufiicers. 

In the matter of researcii much has l>een done. In addition to the 
paddy and jute seeds which have alreaily achieved [lopuiarity among 
the cultivators, the Fibre Kxj)ert has evolved new varieties of jute w»eds 
suitable for Northern Bengal and for Western Bengal and im^iroved 
varieties of mustard and ra6: pulses and deejvwaler tsuldy have lieeu 
introduced. The Agricultural (Chemist has bt*en engaged mainly on 
research into the problems of date-sugar and tobacco. With refereiu'e 
to (’olonel Pugh’s criticisms, 1 may explain that the scheme for the 
distribution of {)addy and jute sihhI has develojsM] during the year, and 
that its further extension is retarded chiefly Uhuuhi* the seeds are not 
available. I am inforiiied that practically ail ihe money ' provided for 
this pur[X)se has betni sjMOit, hut I cannot say under what head Uie 
Accountant-General has shown it. 1 urn making ini|UineH, and ho}Hi 
to have full information on the point Indore the detailed discussion on 
the Budget takes place. As regards new farms, jirovision lor thesi^ 
cannot be made in this Biulget as they are new si hetnes, but they are 
among the schemes for who-b 1 shall ask ihe ('ouncil to vote grants if 
sufficient money is placed ut niy disposal. 

As ri'gards the future, exerything dejMUids u|H>n the allotment of 
funds for new schemes, lint if the taxation Bills are jwssed by this 
(’ouncil and funds <lo IsM'oiiie available, the Agricultural Ih'partment is 
ready with scheme^ of the utmost imjsirtttiiie to the welfare of (be 
cultivators. 1 am not relxing as has lM*en suggested on foreign tliini- 
ries and method of agricultural improvement hut have hasisl my {ndicy 
on a consideration of the actual nw^ds of the cultivator, 

I have already refcfre<l to the Agricultural Institute at Dacca and 
to the scheme for elemenUrv agricultural education. As regards tbo 
latter, though each school will la* of the chett|H‘st possible tyjie, the 
number of scbooLs must lie large if it is to meet the real needs of Uie 
cultivators and the total expenditure will therefore l>e heavy. In 
addition to the two existing secondary agncultural schcads, a third 
•ecxjudary school for Northern Bengal must 1 m* provided. 

A scheme for a Dairy Farm at Dacca bos lM*en drawn up and a scheme 
is being drawn up for Murshidahad where it is proposed to start a 
second farm with a dairy factor^' attached. I may Bay that for the 
Dairy Farm and Factory at Mursbidabad 1 have received a most generous 
promise of assistance from a nobleman of Bengal. Poultry-breeding 
is another line which the l^epartment are ready and anxious to take up 
if fundi can be found. 

The importance of im{iroTing the breed of cattle in Bengal has for long 
engaged attention and is generally adimtteil to be a growing need of ihe 
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provin(p. Jf fundw liecoine availahl<* this juatU?r will be taken up and 
one of Uie firnt wtepH will W the apfK)iiJtrnent of an expert in caMle* 
hreedin>(. I have taken the bt*ht advice available in India on this subject 
and aril natisfied that without a projKoly trained expert little if any pro- 
g’les.** cun lie made. 

During* the juint year, Mr. Uhowdhury, silk expert with high quali- 
ficatKins, hu.M ls*<*n ap)Kjinte<l as Deputy Director of Sericulture, and, 
if fundh heiMiiiie available, inijaiitant developments will be undertaken 
in the near future. In fMiiticulai I urn anxious to see the establishment 
of a Milk-weavirig institute* at Murshidabad and a ‘^econdaiT silk* 
w«‘aving scIuMil at Maida. An imjiortant Conference will shortly be 
ludil t(l roiiNuler the lutuie p<dicv of the dejrnrtment and one of the prin- 
cipal items in the ageiula will be the attitude of (loveinmeiit towards 
the rearer, dhe danger ot extending the (bivernmeiit rivir ■series is that 
tin* rearer will graduallv 1m* swept out ot the market, and it is profKised 
that, in future, steps should lx* taken rathei to encourage the rearer 
and to leavt* tin* sale of .H<*eds in Ills hands using the (lovernment 
nur'-eiies for the purpose ol edueation ami demoristral ion. As a consi*> 
derable part of the staff of this Dcpuitment i.s still on a |>ermain‘nt basis, 

I wish, if mone\ is a\ailable. to leorganise it on a t«*’m}K)rar\ footing. 

I tuin now to the Co-ojM*rative lh‘partment. Duiing the \ear ending 
(III the .'{(llh June last, the numlM ‘1 of .societies in(it‘aNed b\ 958 and the 
nn‘iii Uu ship liN LM,9jO J he total iiumlHT of societies working on that 
dat<‘ was (j.dtiti and the woikiiig capital was IC. riori*s und dd lakhs 
Since I is.suined ( linrge of the d(*partiin‘nt 1 ha\(* laid coiisi(b*rald(* stress 
on the e\leiisniM »d expel iiiients in toiiiUMtion with non-credil ( o-ojieru* 
tion uinl the apple atirui of eo-o|MM at i V4* nn'thods to cottage industries, 
irrigation pioblcrus. and the marketing of agi n ult ural products The 
Naogaon (ninjti ( 'ull ivators' S(M n‘t \ is aii excellent example of the co- 
operatixe s;ib* of member. s’ piodme Another sinking <‘xample 
IS the Milk I moll of Culcurta which liobU the contnict of the 
MUppl> of milk to the Cabutta Mf'dnal College and oher important 
institutions 'I'he Haiikura Industrial Criion, which deals with TOO 
weavers, has slow n what success tin* ( (»*operiitiv*- movement 
can render towards the development of cottage imlustries. The 
important (piestion of irrigation in Bankura and other distnets 
of Western Bengal is one which can in m\ opinion be .hoIvihI to a 
large extent b\ means of c»r-optM'ative scM-ieties. and the department in 
eonsultftt ion with local officers inre engaged in dniw ing up a comprehen- 
sive scheme. This is a mntt»*i in which the Agi i('ultunil Department 
and the (’o-ojH*nitive De{Hirtii)ent must work hand in glove, and little 
can Im' iK'hiexed till an .\gi :cultunil Kngine(*r has b«*en ap)H)inted. I 
regard this ap{H>intment as one of the most urgent demands for wbi('h 
money is needed. At the same time the Hegistrar. t'o-operative 
Societies, must have the u.vsistance of a i|iialified InsinK'tor of Irriga- 
tion Societies. 
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Ther© are in fact no liinit?) t4» the poRsihilitien of co-operation, hut 
if w© are to develop on rig'ht lines a well-orjranijHul department, with 
an adequate staff is necessary. At prehcnl our staff is alto^^^Mher 
iusuffici<mt, and in the lowei prudes is orpantstni on u ]>nrely leiniuirary 
basis. The first essential is an As.sistunt Uepistrar for each division. 
At present we have onl\ tour of these officers. Then we have only 
40 auditors to audit the a< counts of over (i.lHKt sta ieties. The mavi- 
inum numliei of societies with which each auditor can deal is lOO, and 
therefori* to make up the deli« lencv we have to eniplo\ insjMU'tors 
takinp them away from then It'pitimate duties of developiuent and j»ro- 
{mpunda. hurt her. if we an‘ to orpaiiist' the <ie]>aitiueut on a |M»niianeut 
basis the pay of tlu' \aii(.Mi« praib*'. of officers must la* itu (UtsideriHl in 
view of the riM* lu the losi c.f lump since their present )»ay was fixed. 

I am in a position to with ail these matters at oiict* if money can Iw* 

placed- at niN dis|>f)sal, The luonex I can assure the t'ouiMil will Ik' 
Well K|>ent. A lieupal with hei luial ertslit pho ed on a s'oiiud footmp 
by the appluatiou of the piiioiples of thnft. self-help and mutual co- 
ojw'iation ami serv<'<l hv a net w oik of ( o-«ipei alu <* nrpaiiisat mus for 
the purchase of apnculturai lequisites ami the sale of apiuultural pro- 
ducts. with her cottape imlustnes freed from tlu' op|uessi\«* tolU huied 
on them 1)\ the niuldleiuen. and w ith her iiripation proldeins. solved by < o- 
o|)erative methods will 1 m’ a diffeient Henpal fiom what we see t()-da,\ 
With reference to ('olomd I'upli’s (iitinsm that we Ikim* only provnled 
Hs (i.TiSO for prants to co-o|HMatue societu*s. I w ish to make it clear that 
it is not the ihdn \ of (io\»*inmcnt to make sm h plants to societies. As 
a rule the\ are finaiocd h\ loans fiom ( ential Hanks, )»ul if (iovernim*nt 
assistance is m <essar\ it is pucii in the fonu (»f loans and not of prants. 

I turn now to Industrie*- !lea<l ‘f.'iC of tin* Hmlpet 'I’liis is n 
younp de|>artinenl and it has tlwrcfore been iiiamK enpaped m the 
eonsideratiou of new* si ht-iues At the .same time niucb has Imm'h 
uchieviMl, esjMTialK in the ilirection of teilmnal edmation. Thi* 
SeramjHire Weavinp Inst lUHc i <*ntinues to attiact more and more students 
and to turn out \ounp men who have no difficulty iii findmp suitalde 
employment The distrn I and {s'llputetu wea%inp sclicuds are also 
dump excell(*nt work. 'I’he scheme for a technical institute in (’alcufta 
had unfortunately to be held in ulievaiice for want of funds. At 
Kanehrapini the arraiipernents for ojs^ninp a technir al mstituti* could not 
be completed, but classes for the apprentices have lw‘en started on a tem- 
poran* basis. 

An industrial survey of the provinee is cme of the first essentials to 
the efficient administration c»f the department. I pressed this point at 
a Uonfereme of the supc*rior officers of my departments which w-as held 
in April last and a systematic industrial survey is now l»einp made by 
the staff of the department. In the dirf*ction of profmpanda, the depart- 
ment aseiste*! a number of exhibitions by arranpinp for the display of 
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improved automatic hand-loomfl and spinning appliances, tlie demon- 
stration of modern processes of spinning, weaving a^d tanning, the dis- 
tribution of literature and the delivery of lectures on industrial subjects. 
Impprtant work, bf>th in the direction of research and eiperiment and 
in the direction of dcnionstration and the training of apprentices, has 
beeri d<ino by the; UeHcarch Tannery. In connection with the Tannery 
I may say that Babu Surendra Nath Mallik is under a misapprehension. 
The scheme for a research tannery has been matured and the tannery 
is in full swing. The unspent balance to which Babu Surendra Nath 
Mallik refers was intended for industrial development and could have 
been sj>ent without difficutlty if the Finance Department had not refused 
to sanction any expenditure on new schemes. Cottage industries have 
lH*en assisted by the establishment of yarn banks and sale-def>6ts on 
c(>-op<*rattve lines. 

As regards the future, the department is now ready with schemes 
and in a posit i<ui to launch out on many important projects, if money is 
placed at my disfwisal. As regards technical education, we shall in the 
first pla< e jiroceed with the ('alcutta Technical Scbwd. This is a work 
of great urgency as the d«*mand for the instruction which we propose 
to give there is very strong. Then we have schemes for the establish- 
ment of junior te<'hnical and industrial and commercial sclnsds in the 
districts. I h(»pe t(> increase the number of district and i)eriiMitetic 
weaving schools. As regards silk-weaving schools, I have already 
exphuiKMl that we arc anxious t<» start two of these— a higher grade Ins- 
titute at Murshidabad and a secondary school at Malda. Another pro- 
ject of great im[K»rtnnce is the construction of a suitable builditig for 
the Serami>ore Weaving Institute. At present it is inadeejuately 
housed in a hired building and the accommodation is very insufficient. 
Fvery year we turn away hundreds of candidates for admission and I 
regard it as a duty to remedy ihis state of things as early as possible. 
Then there is the question of Stale Technical S*cholarships. Formerly, 
the cost of these was met by the Imfierial Government and Bengal was 
allowed to have f»>ur students abroiid at any one time. Now the cost of 
these scholarships must l>e met by provincial Governments. We have 
provided in the Budget for the st holars at present abroad, and if funds 
become available new wholarships must lie awarde<]. Another object 
for which money is urgently retjuirtnl is the fostering of cottage indus- 
tries by means (»f industrial loans and by the introduction of a system 
of hin*-purcha8e of machinery. Then we have ready also schemes fw 
inquires and experiments in glas.s.making and match-making, both ol 
which industries, we have reason to believe, can be sucreesfully eeta- 
blished in Bengal. Other schemes for which funds are required are a 
pioneer Cigar and Cigarette Factory for which a scheme has been pre- 
pared and is now under cxinsideration, tbe improvement of the chikan- 
work and embroidery industries and tbe improvement of the Dacca 
concb-abell industry. I think that what I have said. Sir, meets Colonel 
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® riKjuest for An indication of the policy whi(‘h I propose to follow 
inHlie Department of Industries. 

Next, Sir, I turn to the Fisheries hudjfet. The Fisheries Dejwrt- 
ment has been handicap{>efl for the last two years by the absence of a 
permanent head. At present the depiirtinent is bein^r managed by the 
Director of Ajrrirultnre. lint this is an tinsutisfaetory arran^renient 
from the point of view of b«jth departments. The Direc tor of A^^rienl- 
ture has neither the time nor the knowlrdpe to rontnd the Deivirtmenl 
of Fisheries. That department, Sir. has infinite possibilities in a province 
like Benjral where fish forms so lar^e a fmrt of the diet of the inhabit- 
ants, but nothing can W achieved unless the dejMirtment has an expert 
with practical experience at its head. I trnst that the Fisheries bnd^et 
will be passed by tliis Ccmncil, and T shall then take steps to secure the 
ser\*ices of such an officer. 

Next, Sir. in re;rard to <'ivil works very few nmiarks apjSear to b<* 
necessary and it is ^jratifvintr to find that the proposals «)f this depart- 
ments have come in for verv little criticism. The fact is. as I explaitoMl 
to the rouncil, the principal operations of the «lepartment are roncerne<l 
with constructi(m td buildinifs re<]uired by various depjirtuM'nts of the 
Oovernmeut, and with the repair (»f the various buildinjrs iuid communi- 
cations which are the proj)erty of the (Jovernment thrf>ujfhont the 
Presidency. It has been explained in the budget stateTuent that tin* 
estimated expenditure for the year 1922-^?'! shf)w.H a very larjre decrease 
comfmred with the rr'vised expenditure for the current year. The only 
exp<*iuliture under ori^jinal W(»rks is for those works already in pro^rress 
and which will rH)t be completed bv the end of the current year. No 
provision is made for new works. Turnintr to <on»municat ion for which 
this department is primarily resjv»nsib1e, here, ajrain, pn»vision is made 
only for continuin^^ the constnict i»»n and impmvemenU of roads in 
connection with the development of Kalimponjr as a hill station, with 
layinf.^ an improved surface on certain of the roads on the f Calcutta 
maidan and improvinsr and exfendinjr the system of roads in the Jal- 
paijTuri Doctars. Small provision is also made for a road extension in 
the rhiltajfonp Hill Tracts. It is also propospfl to complete the water- 
■upply scheme for Kalimponp. The supplementary Budget confainintr 
works to he carried out hv this Department with funds to he prrrvided 
from a loan will consist principally of the constniction of huildin^rs re- 
quired for the various defmrtments of Government; it is iinnecessarv for 
me to deal with Ihoee works in detail now as the subject will come to 
the Council in due course. 


Atfiounmitfit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on We<lnesday, the 
lei March^ 1922. 
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Procaedingf of tho Bengal Legislative Council astemIHecI under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk (’nuncil nit't in the* (’nuncil (’hainiMT in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on W(‘(liw‘H(lay, tlic 1st Man h, at 't r.M. . 


Present; 

The Deput v-INesijl^nt iii the Chaii, the n<m‘hle the four Meni- 
hena of the Kxenitive (’otimil, the Hon’hle the three Ministers and 89 
Tmtniruif ed and elected inenihers. 


Discussion of the Budget. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): 1 I»rojH)se to take up first, without any 
preljininai \ rctuaiks. the s|mm jti( jMUtds on which iu\ adniinislration 
hu'' heen ciitn isrd 'I’lu* hist jwunt is about tlic fjrant of Hs 9 lakln^ 
to the Dacca I niveisity and no irnrease of ^’•raiit to the Calcutta 
rniversit> The Hudj^et. as the ineinbers of this H<iuse aie aw’are, 
is a deficit Ilud^»-et. and tlie\ have lieaid fioni His !i\rellenc\ the 
(«o\cinor, that a *crtain a? raiijreincnt was armed at anioii^: the different 
ineinbers of tlie (Joveininent Hv viitue of that aiian^renient . as was 
stated in His excellency’s speech, the transfen ed <lepart inent s agreed 
to sui ri’liihT Its. lakhs and the reserved depai'tTneiits Hs 8»9 
lakhs Then* was this furthei uiKleistainlin;^^ that in caiH* the 
taxation Hills weie passiul. tlie sutrendeis of the tiansferred depart- 
nu'fits would 1 m‘ aut<»Tnati<’all\ restored 1'hat iMMnfjr so. the present 
is iiierel\ a re|a*tition Hu<l|?ef. that is to sa\ . we have merely 
put into the Hudjret whatever funds we had this year on each 
head. 1 maintain that a inomenCs consideration will safisf\ this 
House that 111 anting Hs, ft lakhs ftv the Dana I inversity I really 
helped the (’alcutta rniversit\. and my reason is this; suppose in.stead 
of j^rniitin^^ IN 9 lakhs I jrraiited. sa\ IN, T lakhs, / #•.. twf) lakhs less 
to the Duc«;a riiiveisit\ even in that case I could not have helpeil 
the Calcutta t'niversitv for it would not have been ojwn to me, under 
the arran^remenf . to jjive one sinple rupee tmt of tins IN. L* lakhs to 
the ('alcutta Cniversit\ On the i>ther hand, the result would have 
been that when the time came for putting? in additional deroanda in 
the supplementary Hud^et. the Dacca CniversitN tould justly claim 
the restoration of this IN. lakhs, and such a claim would natimtlly 
merit prior consideration. Now by repeat in^; and not redminjf from 
next year the prrant of the Dacca CniTersity which it has this year, 
I have reduced to that extent the just claims of that Fniversity. to 
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prior treatment in the fiiipplementar\ Bndjrel. Imt why should the Cul- 
nilta Fniversity have any jrround for romplaint The ('alrutta 
University uIko has j^ot the same jrrant whuh it has this \eur. 1 
hope this preliminary explanation will sutisf\ the House that there 
is no suhstanie in the point that a lesser j^iant to th»‘ Dana Univei- 
sity would set free an\ larger sum t«» the ( ah utta University 

Apart from that, let us examine the questions on then merits. I 
have f^iven Rs. •'> lakhs lei lining' ^naiit and Rs 4 lakhs capital ►rrnit 
to the Dacca University, and. as 1 have alreadx stated, these are 
precisely the fi^nires we have in the curieiit \eui‘s Hndjret. Now. as 
to the ret'Uinn^ j/rant, tin* Dana Univeisii\. as is well known, is n 
teaching? and residential I’ni\eTsit\ It has. amon^'“ its functions, to 
deal with not only jxjsI -^’• raduate studies and the advancement of 
learninj^ — c(»mmon to hnlh the Uahuitta and tin* Daica Unnersity 
hut it has also to deal with p<»st-!ntermediate studies Wa all know 
that after the Dacca I niversit\ was estaldished. the old Da< ca U(dle) 4 :e 
and the rdd da^^aiinath Uollejje were aholishe^l 'I'he expenditure of 
the (dd Dacca Ufdlei;e was ahout Rs. lakhs and 4S thousaml ainl the 
expendituie of the .la^»‘annath Uollej^e was ahout Hs TO.fMMI, totalling 
Rs. d.lS.OtM) d'he Dacca UniversitN has three n*sidential halls the 
Dacca Hall, the Muslim Hall ami the .la^rannatli Hall, or in other 
words, in place (»f two (dd ctdlejres we have imjw three halls. Ami if 
the amount spent was ahout Rs. d.'Jft.fKMI in the past foi two c(dle^es, 
is it ver\ unieasonalde that the e\|M‘mliture on a resuh'iitial teaihinj^* 
universit\ consist in^^ of thiee rollejres lather three halls with post- 
intermediate and post-jjrraduate studies should he soiuethiriti* like Rs 5 
lakhs'" This sum would im Imh* ovei ]{s 1 hikli f(>r administrative 

exjienses as well as exfienses for post-jirraduate studies 1 pul it to 
the House — Ts not this extia sum all too small!*' I ma\ also remind 
the House that according' to the sanctioned schemes sanctioned years 
tkf^o by the Se< retar\ of. State the re< urrinjr expenciiture of the Dacra 
University was ori^rinallv fixecl at something like Rs. Id or I t lakhs. 
It wa.s .subsequent ly reduced to alwuit Rs. 7 A lakhs, am) Ust venr it 
wn^ reduced still further tc> Rs n lakhs I maintain that Rs. h lakhe 
the minimum, the lied-rock. if you want to have a nni\ersit\. heh»w 
which you cannot ffo. 

If I may for a moment compare the expenses of the post-p’raduate 
studies of the Calcutta T niversitv with those of the Dacca Universitv, 
I think the House will he still more convinced that Rs. h lakhs, 
including post-intermediate am! post-ffraduate studies and administrative 
charjre.s, is hy no means an extravap’nnt sum. The (ahutta Univer- 
sity. ac’C‘ordinK to the actuals of 192(1-21. could afford to spend, includ- 
ing the im*ome from the Trust Funds Rs 7.49.4'n. or roughly 
apeaking Ra, 71 lakh.s and excluding the inc'ome from the Trust Funds 
roughly about Rs. G} lakhs for poat-graduate studies only, I freely 
admit that the activities of the Calcutta University in post-graduate 
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•tudies muflt nece»»arily h« very mucE larger than those of the newly- 
esiabliAhed UniTerHity of Dacca. Included in the administrative 
expenses of the Dacca University, you have the high figure of the 
salary of the Vice ('hancellor, for which neither the Government nor 
the Minister was in any way responsihle. Excluding the adroinistra* 
live charges, the expenditure of the Dacca University on post>graduate 
Ktiulies is really very modest. Therefore, Sir, I maintain that on the 
merits of the <‘ase, this recurring grant of Rs. 5 lakhs to the Dacca 
University is justified. We must rememher that the Dacca Univer- 
sity is a newly-estahlished residential nniversitv, and, therefore, there 
are expenses whi( h it must incur and which perhaps an old established 
university need not incur. 

Now as regards the cafiital grant of Its 4 lakhs, there is one very 
important point to remember. The ])a<ca University has about Rs. GO 
lakhs earmarked nuiney in our till. The wh(de province under the 
present Devrdution rules, over which neither the (rovernment nor the 
Minister has anv control, is enjoying the benefit of this Rs, f>0 lakhs. 
R< •gunl Iwing had to the Devolution rules again we do not and indeed 
cannot admit the legal right of the Dacca University to this sum; but 
surely it is not possible for ns to dispute the moral right of the Dacc'a 
University to this money. Therefore, the Rs. 0 lakhs bmlgeted for 
the Dacca I’riiversity is really a jiaTtiul redemption of that claim. A 
new university must find money to eipiip its labomtories, its libraries 
and various other things, and a grant of Rs. 4 lakhs i*. certainly not 
to(» much for the purpose. The Uahutta University in the past als<» 
hail grants from the Government of India. 1 believe 1 am not wrong 
in saying that the present \ i('e-Uhan(‘ellor of the f^alcutta University 
in fuie of his speeches freely ackno%vledged the liberality of such grants. 
The Dacca University unfortunately wa.s not started as it should have 
been, but there is the money with us ami we have only paiil a part of 
this money. The Council by its vote last year made it clear that in 
its opinion the Dacca University Mhould be established. Now that it 
has been established, it ought to be allnwfd to run. Therefore, Sir, I 
submit that on its own merits both the rei urring grant of Rs. 5 lakhs 
and the capital grant of Rs. 4 lakhs are amply justified. 

Now, Sir, I shall enter into a matter to which I would rather not 
have entered.. But the case of the Calcutta University has been 
presented by some of its s^-ralled friends in smdi a way that I have no 
other alternative. I have no complaint to make against members of 
this (Vuncil asking for information, for I admit that lookng at the 
Budget figures the grant of Rs. 9 lakhs to Ihe Dacca University an 
compared with Rs. 1,41.BG0 to the Calcutta University might strike 
is superficial oWrver as rather invidious. My friends Dr. Moitra and 
Mr. S. M. Bose drew attention to this apparent differential tremtineiit 
and I can well understand their obiect. T hope I have been able to 
•attsfy them. But 1 was much surprised at the 4 iititude of Rrofesaor 
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8. 0* Mukiierji who had all the facta frttm iiie» hut who neither had 
ih^ fairneaa to acknowledf^e this nor made any attempt to tiu»et the facie, 
whan he made hie attack on me. He had aaked fur information and I 
him all that he wanted. Apparently the impree)»ion left on my 
mind was that he wa« (>erfeotly .satisfied, hut I must have lieen wrtinjf — 
at any rate his speech shows that I »as wronp:. Sir, I had a ri};ht to 
expect that he would try to justify the points of his criticism by 
reference to the facts I had placed before him, but he has done nothing 
of the kind. And what is the nature of his speech y He has made the 
charge that the attitude of the Minister to the ('ahutta I'niversity i« 
unsympathetic, lie has qmited fiom my sj»eei'h lust year, ami tried 
to twist it. I am really sntrs that Profe^sdr S. (\ Mukherji should 
have spoken in the strain lie did 1 <jmte understand (he criticism 
of Dr. J. N. Moilra, ^^ho is a meiiiher <»f (he Senate, I can also 
understaml my fneml Hai .logendia ('hurider (rh<»s»» Uahadui;. whom 1 
must recognise as the only lepiesiMitat ive <»f the ('alcntta riirveisity in 
(his House, I can also umlersUind Mr S, M Hose who is connected 
with the f’alcuttu University. I have no doiiht that iVofessor S. ('. 
Mukherji feels a gisal deal foi his ulnm umft r, hut us for his right to 
scjwk on liehalf of the ('ulcutlu I’niviMsity h<‘ has certainly much less 
authority than any of these gentlemen whom 1 have mimed. His speech 
leaves me no other alternative but to place I'citain facts before the 
House, which, as I haie alr<*ad\ said, I would iath<*r not have done. In 
this Budget theie is a proiision for ahoiit Hs 1 rrore H lakhs on the 
transferred side of edmution Kvcluding from this tlie grant to tin 
Dacca Universit). the Dac« a Intermediate Hoard and a fe\i other edu* 
rational institutions within the five miles radius of Dat ca. we find that 
over a cn>rc of ru|>ees is spent bv (lovernment for tlie educational lU’tivi- 
tins of this j)n>vince. Ami. Sir, I must say, in jMissing. that a giMwi 
deal more in fees and in publn* conti ibiif ions are also sjsmt in (his cHim 
nection. I believe I am not far out. Hjsuiking from memory, (hat altm 
gether ahiuit <1 crores of rufs*es are sismt on education in (his f»n>vince, 
including fees and rontrihulions from the fsHiple and the loeal liodies. 
Now, it will not do to overlook the fact that almost (he whole of thi# 
oniount goes to help the ('a)cutta T iiiversily, though indirectly, in the 
discharge of its functions. 

Coming to more specific matters, we have budgeted for over Rs. 20 
lakhs for University education, excluding the Dacca Fiiiversity and a 
sum of nearly Rs. 18 lakhs for secondary education. All these institu- 
tion* which benefit by the grant go to feed the Calcutta University in 
realising its fees amounting to Rs. 10 to Rs. 1! lakhs. I put it to the 
House, where would the Calcutta University Im*, hut for these generous 
grant of the Government ? I may say, ancl I repeat it owing to (he 
unjust insinuations of Professor S. C. Mukherji, that my attitude towards 
the Calcutta University is one of utmost symfsithy, and I have the high 
aotbority of the preoent Vice-Chancellor in my support m I find btm tka 
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rep(trt of a recent Senate meeting that he also acknowledges it. 1 may 
say, in paHsing, that there may be enthusiasts on both sides, who may 
say otherwise. For instance, 1 find that at that University meeting 
Mr. (jharu (Jhandra Biswas and Mr. llama Prosad Mukherji spoke in a 
strain which might help to create a friction between the Ministry of 
Education and the authorities of the Calcutta University. Professor 
Mukherji has now added his humble mite to it. 

Proftetor 8* C. MUKHERJI: Was it in the University proceedings 
that I did so? 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: Ton should not disturb the 
I Ion 'hie Minister. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: But now, Sir, Professor S. C. 
Mukherji has said that the ('alcutta UniveiMity is in a bad plight, that it 
has a defit'it of Hs. hj lakhs. T believe he said that it was due to the 
non-co-operation movement. But is Professor Mukherji sure that the 
loss is due to tlie efr<‘<*ts of non-co-openit ion Has he cared to inquire 
to what extent the loss may not also be due t(> the thoughtless exfmn- 
sion of the University in the past I'' I have no doubt that the University 
expanded with the lM*st of motives, but 1 would ask the Council seriouslx 
to consider how far its present losses have not resulted from such expan- 
sion. I rejHUit, 1 do not for a moment question the motives which have 
actuated the autliorities of the Calcutta T'niversiiy present or past, but 
I do assert witli all the emphasis that I command, that the financial 
management of the ('alcutta University in the past was deplorable. 
Pcrhaiis from an arndemir body one should not always expect a 
good financial management, but since 1 liave lieen challenged by 
IVofessor Mukherji, the great friend of the Calcutta University — may 
I add, the Helf-coiistituted friend of the ('alcuttu University — I must 
go into the mutter. Now, ^ir. I have liefore me the budgets of the 
Ualcuttn University for the last few years, and I find that in 
(he year 191H-19, the opening balance of the fee fund was Rs. 2 lakhs 
and odd, and in 1919-20, it wn.s U>s. l,8S.7dd. but in the year 1920-21 . 
the o[N*niiig balaiue was a debit latlunce of Hs. 2,49,108 out of which 
no doulit Rs. 2,19,000 was an investment, leaving a net debit 
liaianee of^Rs. 2fMTI. In other words, in the year ending June, 
1920, the Calcutta University, spent Rs. -1,88,748 of the previous 
jeai’s balance p/uj Re. 29.171. totalling Re. 2,37,000 over and 
above the huge fee receipts of Re. 11 lakhs or so; that is to say an aggre- 
gate of Re. 13.37,914. I put it to the House and U) Professor Mukherji, 
where was the non-c<i-operation movement in that year? I have no 
doubt, as 1 have said, that the authorities of the Calcutta Univeivity at 
that time were actuated by their laudable enthusiasm to develop poet- 
graduate etudies. JOut surely they should have looked ahead, eurely they 
•hould have realiaed that the sound financial way of a 
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fiiftiter like tbie wes not to act on mere bopefl of gtiiing dolen tbe 
GoTernment of India. They should not have spent tbe proTisions wbirb 
irere accumulated during so many years in one single year, and thus 
brought tbe premier University of India to tbe verge of bankruptcy. 
It was almost criminal thoughtlessness to have ignorwl tbe financial 
aspect of the question in their enthusiasm for exfuinsion. But if tbe 
Calcutta University has blundered in the past, that is no reason why I, 
as Minister for E<lucation for Bengal or why tbe nunnWrs of this 
House w’ho are no doubt actuated by the l>est and highest nuitives in 
criticising the financial administration of the Calcutta University, should 
not forgive and forget the past, and why we should not all try to 
improve the Calc utta University and place the institution once more on 
tiie same high jaMle^tal. which it occupied in the |iast And I may 
tell this House that that has been iny attitude* all along, and that will 
lie my attitude in the future. I have not the slightest deeuhl that even 
the sevcTest critics of the f'alciittn University will supfMut me in that 
attitude. But, Sir, in order that that c-onsnimuation may W reacherl 
there must he more of toleration, and of mutual understanding; and 
I should like in this ccuinec tion to say one word about what T consider 
tcc lie tbe rcsjiective functions of this Hcuise and tbe Calcutta University. 

I consider that it will l>e an unwarrantable assiimpticui of nnibority 
on the part of this House try to interfe-re with pun‘ly ac'ademic' mutters 
relating to the administration of the (’alcutta f^iiversitv. and my atti- 
tude is clearly illustmted in an answer to a starred question. wher« on# 
Hon’ble Member put r<‘rtain questions relating to tbe lust M.A. examin- 
ation, about additional marks being given t<» certain successful candi- 
dates as a matter of grace and so on. The ('alcutta University sent a 
reply and T might have merely communicated tbe replv to the House, 
but I added that the Government fully approved of the attitude of thr 
University in this matter As regards purely academic matters. Ibis 
House has no say and ought not to have any sav. but as regards matters 
which touch the public intirnatelv like financial administration 
1 submit with the utmost confidence (hat this House has a right, and it 
would be failing in its duty, if it did not assert that right. Financial 
matb'rs are matters which are spe< iaily in charge of this House and, 
therefore, there must not W any irritation shown by the Calcutta Univer- 
sity when this House desires to inquire into them. In this connection, 
I would like to mention that on the 31 st August last, this House passed 
a reaolution in spite of my opposition, demanding that a committee of 
inquiry be appointed. One reason why I opposed it was that at that 
time I bad not tbe views of tbe Calcutta University before me. I do 
not blame tbe House for it. We bad aske<l for the information and we 
did not get it in time: T Have not got that information even to-day. I 
thought that tbe matter was of such importance that if wss-rigbt to give 
the Calruita University more time, so T opposed tb^ resolution. There 
were other ooneidenktioM »1«> which led me to do eo. I b«?§ writtea 
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to the Calcutta UniverMity about this matter, and finally fixed a time- 
limit, up to the 7th March next, for getting a reply to that resolutidh. 
1 do hope that the Calcutta University authorities will inform the Oov- 
ernment what they have got to say on this. The House will remember 
that 1 di<l promise to accept the resolution ; all that I said was that 
I would prolw into the mattter fully, but before doing so I must 
know what the Calcutta University has got to say. If the University’s 
reply is not satisfac tory then w’e must come to the conclusion that a 
committee of imjuiry should be constituted. 

If, on the other hand, their reply V>e satiHfact(>ry, then it may not 
he neccHsarv t^) appoint a committee. If the University takes up an 
attitude of antagonism to this House in iiiiancial matters, in matters in 
whi<‘h the ptjhlic are interested, it will only make my p<>sition difficult 
as regards my anxiety to help the University and to help the cause of 
higher iwlucjiliorj in the province. 1 have no doubt it will also make the 
jHmition of many members of this H(ms 4 ‘ diflieult. ’I'lierefore, I rej)eat 
the apfM'al which I made then that both this House and the University 
should let by-gones b<* bv-gones, and work haml in hand in co-operuti6n 
with eiich other f(»r the common g(M»d of the provinf^e, 1 hope that niy 
appeal w ill not fall on deaf ears. 

1 also desire to add that in the supplernentaiy Budget I have jirovided 
f(»r what I ('onsider to be a generous gnuit to the Calcutta University, 
}>ut its ultimate result w ill dep(‘nd upon some fac t<>rs. First of all, iijion 
thi* attitude’ (his Council takes uj) in the taxation proiw>sals I will not 
deal with that at the* presc*nt stage, but later on. It will also depend 
upon what sur[dus we have, and how* (tovernment will think it right to 
adjust it. at any rate lietween th<‘ transferred depart ineTits and, lastly, 
and the iimst impc>rtant of all. it will def>eml upcm my ability to pass 
that grant in the House. Therefore, from higher and putriotie self- 
interest at all events the Calc utta Universit\ ought to give up its present 
polic y <d needlessly irritating the Couneil on maflers financial. I have 
no dembt that t}»e present Vice-Chancellor, who is one (»f the ablest men 
that we have not only in this provinc e, but in the whole of India, will 
see the w isdom of my advice, and if he makes up his mind, I am sure, 
things will Ik* easy in the (’alcutta University. That is all I have got 
to say ulwuit the respec tive grants to the (Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

Am»thc‘r •specific complaint that was made was about the Science 
College attached to the CalcMitta University. I may at once tell the 
House that my attitude towards the College of Science is that of utmost 
sympiithy. I freely admit that in the past the Ocoernnient of India 
had given only Rs. a year, and last yc’ar 1 c’ould not increase that 

gmnt only bwause 1 had no hand in the framing of the Budget; but if 
the attitude of the (government of India or my position in the past has 
not been as satisfactory as might have Wn exiiecUnl, what has lieuii 
the attitude of the Calcutta University itself towards the Science 
College ? 
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liookin;^ at the Budget of the Calcutta University, I find tionie very 

iulterestiiig figures. In 1920-21, I am quoting from the actuals, the 
Calcutta University spent on tlie Arts side of jKist-gniduute studies 
Its. 4,66,000 and odd; on the S<'ienre side under pt».st-gradimte, it spent 
only Rs. 1.06,000 and mid, and over and above this on the Science 
( iillege it spent Rs. l,7T.tHK) and cMld. Out of this sum for tbe Scicii*‘« 
C<dlege it must Ih» reinemlM'red Rs. l.dO.tMM) (Mime from the Ihilit atui 
(Jhiwh Trusts. The position thus was that <ui the Arts side, the Univer- 
sity sjMmt out of its own funds Us. 4,6.6.tM)0 and on the Srience side only 
about Rs. 1,40,000. In the previous y«‘ar. on the Arts sitle it s|»ent 
Rs. 0,07,000 ami «m the Science side, imduding Sciem'e College, it s|h*uI 
about Rs. 97,000, excluding the income from the 'rrust Fumls lii 
RUH-IO, on the .\rtH .sicb* it spent Rs d.7‘{.0tMli and on tl»e Scieiwe side 
about Rs. 12.(MKI including S<iem'e Ctdiege. In l!t|7-lS it s|H‘fO 
Rs. ‘J,d4,(M)0 on tlie Arts .side and Rs 40,(MMI on pi>st-graduate studies 
on th(* Science siile atid Rs. 2 lakhs 09. (MM) ami odd on the Scjence (^•llege. 
In 1910-17, on the Arts side it spent Us. 1.07.0tl0. but nothing on the 
S« iem'p side. I am giving these fignies in no spirit of complaint. I 
am fKiinting out tliese facts with the hope that tlicy will induce the 
(’alculta I’nivcrsity to revise their way of dealing ailh the Science 
side. 

'I'here is another fioint Supposing that tlie taxation Hills are passeo 
III the way that I would like them to be passed, then no douht 1 can 
give additional money to the (^aicutta University, hut if not, I can only 
repeat the grant of Rs. 1,41,(HK) to them. One item of that is a gnint of 
Rs. dtl.tMMI to the Law Cidlege. That <‘ollege is not only a sel f-sup|M»rt- 
ing institution, but is a paying immern. I find in the amlit re|Kut ol 
the year ending June, 192tl, that there was a closing lialame ol 
Rh. 68,62*1 in the Law (\dlege. and without tiring the House I may 
mention that in other \ears also this halame has la'en a sulistantial one. 
May I point out to the House, in passing, that in the year ending June, 
1920, the Calcutta Universitv had in its closing balance Rs. l,H^l,0tMI ol 
(iovernment money? 

Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I rise to a point of 
order? Are we diwussing the budget of the Calcutta University? 

Th§ DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Baby Surtndra Nath Ray)s Itiusmuch 
as it baa been said that the f’alcutta University has not lieen projM»rly 
treated in the Budget of the Bengal Government, the HonTde Minister 
i» entitled to give his reply. 

Tlia Han'bla Mr* P* C« MITTER: In the Mintr> IVofesHorship we find 
a doting balance of Rs. 6,944; in the T^niversity Readership we fitill 
Rt. 10,000 and odd; in the post-graduate teaching Rs. 2«'1,0<K) and odd; 
in the George V. Professorship Rs. MdKX). But I will not iii« the fMti- 
ence of the House by going into further details. My posiiiim m Mik, 
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Evun if thft Oovernrnent l)e not in a poftition to help the University sub 
stantially, even then the latter should l)e more generous to the College 
of Srieijee. In any ease I shall, when the proper time comes, consider 
the propriety of diverting the giant of Rh. 30,0(K) from the Law College 
to the Science (/ollege and of making a capital sum provision for the 
latter college out of the accumulated Ooveriiment grants in the hands of 
the Calcutta University. 

I now take up the next specific point alnmt criticisms regarding pri- 
mary eiliication. These (riticisms divide themselves into two heads. 
One dealing with general questions of policy or what has been 
dcs(iiU‘(i as want of |h)Iic\ or want of Hchemes and the other to certain 
Kjiecific complaints. I shall alsi) deal with the criticism that we did not 
spend the whole of the available money that we had in our Budget. The 
last argument is based on certain passages at pages 44 and 46 of the 
Budget. At page 44, it is stated that the decrease of Rs. 7H,()(M) in the 
revised estimate is partly due to the cause explained alM)ve and partly t 4 ) 
the non-util ijsat ion in full of the provision for grants to non-Oovernmeivl 
Arts (/olleges amounting to Rs. At page 46, it is stated that 

the de< reaH€ in the revised estimate as compaied with the sanctioned 
estimate is due to the non-payment of smaller grants to local bodies f(»r 
primary edm-ation. Now this critic jsm is based on a misiijquehen.sion o) 
the somewhat diffic ult system of keeping accounts. I can w’ell under- 
stand that new meml^ers like Colonel Pugh and others will make this* 
criticism, hut 1 must confess I do not understand why members like 
Kumar Shih Shekhareswur Hay and others who were memliers of the 
old Council and familiar with budget procedure should repeat this argu- 
ment. The position is this. The revised estimate is merely a paper 
estimate made by the Accountant-tieneral on the actuals of the first half 
ot the year. It is jH»rfectIy well known, at any rate to those who have 
dealt with the budgets for yeftrs past l>oth in this Council and the old, 
that the Education IKqiartment along with certain other deiiav-tmeuis 
sfHMid a g<XMl deal of their grants during the hist month or so, and Joi 
leasons that are pretty obvious. The F*<lucation l>e|mrtment has got tc 
deal with local bodies, governing bodies of institutions and it oftoa 
pi^ys afU'r the work has Ihmmi completed, so that it is about the eml of 
the year that many {laymentM an* often made. I may tell the Ilouae 
that orders have been very recently passed for the payment of the 
whole of Rs. 1,29,(100 within the year and also for certain other sums, 
vis., Rs. 1,20,(X)0 to district Ixuirds for buildings and equipment oi 
ptunnrj’ schmds, Rs. 76,tK)0 to district iKiards for pay of teachers in 
primary achools and so on. Our deiwrtment is of opinion that the 
statement tKat the grant for |rrimary cnlucation is smaller in 1921-22 
will not be justifiiMl when am>unl» are made np next year. I think 
when bills are (mid ami ut'counts are made up it will appear that we 
Ua''*e opent all that we cxiuld spend or were allowed to spend within 
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the agreeinent arrived at Iwtween the different menihert of the Govern- 
nf^nt. 

Habits Nirode Hehary Mullick and Hhishniadev Das have referred to 
(trants of scholarships and free studentships to inembers of the barkwaro 
classes and for the improvement of education anionifst them. I may tell 
the House that I have the utmost sympathy with their liemands and sub- 
ject to financial limitations I shall try to help them. In the earlier imrt 
of last year before the embarj^o on exi>enditure was pul I increased (he 
frrant to the Society for the improvement of eduiation ainon^ the Hack- 
wuid (lasses. I may also tidl the Houh»* that in tlu' sujipleinentai \ 
Hudfret that my de|mrtment has placed Indore the Finance Df<{mrtnt(nl 
there are provisions for the #?ran( of the scludarshijis and fn>e student 
ships as well as other provisions for the improvement of education 
anumpst the backward clas.ses. It is t<H> early to say what the rcHull 
of the taxation jirojKisals or of (loverniuent delilwMations will U 

My friend Mr. S, M. Hose has referred to the ipiestion of women’s 
eduiation. Here a^min I may tell the Housr* that I have includeil in the 
hupplementarv Hudjret a laiffer provision for that piirpcKc. hut 1 am 
somewhat astounded to find that while Mr. S M. Hose and otheis are 
pleadini? for exponsion of j^nls* education my esteemed Inend H.i' 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Hahadur suggests that we shoubi dismiss teachers 
for girls’ education, etc. I hope he will Im* in the minority of one when 
the question comes to vote. 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I think Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
meant visitation by female teachers. That is what he objected to. 

Tlw Hotl*bl6 Mfi P. C. MITTER: Hut visitation of female teacberh 
is really meant for the furtherance of female education. 

There is another specific point which has l>een mentioned by Kai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Hahadur about primary education within the (Cal- 
cutta Corporation. Habu Surendra Nath Mallik has to some extent put 
him right, but it is just as well that T should tell the House that last 
year before the Rudget time, I handed over Ks, H lakhs to the (’ulcutta 
Corporation and they, according to the arrangements arrived, founa 
R«. 6 lakhs. Although I Wiow that some memla*rs of the Calcutta 
Corporation are keen on the subjec t, yet during the whole of this ymnt 
nothing has been done and no practical sr'herne has li€»en evolved. Kai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur said there was something in the Govern- 
ment notiffcaiion which added to the confusion. T/ast year when I 
handed over Rs. 3 lakhs to the Corporation it was certainly open to 
anybody really interested in primary education to take up the matter. 
And even if there be some mistake in the drafting of (he notification, 
which I do not admit because the matter has not Keen hrought to my 
Bolioe formally, that did not prevent anybody who was anxiona for 
primary education from drawing up prac tical schemes. I do not want 

a 
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fo flilfttr on the jKiiut uh Babu Sureiiflra Nath Mallik bin already 
with it. ^ 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I rine for persona) 
expJaiiulion ? 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y oil may sfieak after the Hon’ble 
Minister, not iioK’, by way of personal explanation. 

TN Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: Rai Dr. Haridhan Dntt Bahadur 
has made another HU^^eslion of a somewhat astounding nature. He 
HUggestM that the work of the Board of Intermediate Education at Dacca 
may 1m* handed over to the Darca VniverHity. If liefore making that 
HUggcNtion he ha<l taken the trouble to refer to the Dacca Fniversity Act 
he would have found that within the o-mile radius neither the Dwca 
University mn any (»ther Hniversity can have anything to do with inter- 
mediate or sc< (uidary education. Whether you like the Daci a University 
or not, the Act is there which I, with your help and co-operation, have 
got to administer. We cannot hand over the intermediate board of stiid- 
ies to the Dacca rnivemity much us 1 or anybody eUc may wish. 

A iriticism has been made about the percentage between reserveo 
and transferred sulijects, 1 have not much faith in percentages, but may 
I remind the House of a certain other figure? His Kxcellemy the 
Oovernor has pointed out that the «‘ut from the t lansferred dejiart ments 
was R«. ()} lakhs wherea.s the cut from the reserved departments was 
Ha. 8«‘l lakhs. I’his Ks. bj lakhs would lx* automatu uHy restoied as soon 
US the taxation Bills are pass«A(l. ^\s regards the reserved departments 
they will have to satisfy the tb»vernment first and then this House. I do 
not want to (|uestion the calculations regarding jien entages : some .say 
it is dO and 70 and others and (10. Without questioning these cab ula- 
tions, I do say that in this year of great financial stringency we have 
not come liadly off. I also acknowledge what has l>een acknowledged by 
His Exiellency that our colleagues on the reserved side also treated u.^ 
fairly in the matter of the cut. 

My att-ention has l>een drawn by Rai .Tog^mdia Chundei (ihose Bahadur 
to certain Council resolutions about the establishments of a Board oi 
SiHomlary Eduiation, a committee of inquiry into ihe Calcutta Cniver- 
sity and certain other matters. The question of the committee of in<}uiry 
I have aliefldf' dealt with, but about the Board of Secondary Education, 
I may tell the Rai Bahadur that we have written to the Cnlcutt i Uiiiver* 
sity. They have apiminted a iommitte#*. We are tr\i!ig to posh the 
matter hut I think every body w ill agree with me that we should not take 
away certain functions fnmi the (hilrutta UniverNiiy without at any r.xle 
giving them an o^qiortunity of hidng heard. If they take a long time 
over the matter then 1 may have to (ell them that we must, with regrets, 
do without their long-delayed opinion, hut it is no good taking up this 
matter Wfoee the Bmlgt't disiuasion are over )>ecius«* we do not kni»w 

where we etand ffnnncially. 

# 
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Mr. Shaheed Siilirawardy liaK refomnl t«> the jfrunt to thf 
Hhy Scouts Movement. l*erhnp« it will .surprise my friend to know that 
there is a grant in the current year's Budgt^t which has again been rejieut- 
ed in the next j^ear’s Budget as an existing grant. 

These are all the spec ific points which have Imhui raided regarding 
the Education Department. 

There is another specific pciiiit to which I have to rcTcr, c.//.. the 
reorganisation of the* sulwirdinate educational H4»rvice. I have riMe.itly 
answered a cjucstion on this point. The draft of the uan piv- 

pared a few clay.s ago hut since then the matter has paHsinl (hiough the 
Finance Department and v,e hope to issue orders in the* ccmiim* of next 
week. I am glad to tell the ('ouncul that the re(»rganisalion of the sub- 
ordinate educational service is now an acccmiplished fact. 

In thi.s coniicc tion a entic'ism was made by Kumui Sliib ShckharcNwar 
Kay or Kabu Indu Khushan Dull to the effect that the a» tual sum in the 
ncNt year's Hudget is inii< h less than demands for giants in the* c urrent 
\eurs Budget. That is so and the rea.son is this, 'fhe^ snlmnlinute 
educational service* consists of over iJdHH) oflicers divided into various 
classes and the demand w’e made was based on the report of a committee 
known as the Wordsworth (’ommittc'e, but when we workcMl out di'lnil.*- 
(la'fore we issued orders it was ncM essury to work out details with refeienc e 
to each officer), wc found that at the next yeui only the* sum budgeteo 
li»i will Ih* necessarv As the House is awaie' the rc‘i>rguniHution is going 
to joovieie salanc*s e»n a tuue-se ale and w hat was aime*el at by the Words- 
woMb (’oiiiinit t<*e was to ani\e* at the* avc*rage .salary that would lx* 
ne» essury and not the* ac tual salai\ feu the* nc*\l \(‘ar. I ho|H* thin will 
satisfy my friends us to the reason why this grant is apparent ly Ic*ss, 
but as Nears rcdl on, the total will Im* imue ami more, as tin* average 
8,«lary is higher than the ae tuul sularx for the* m*xt \e*ar. 

Before I deal with certain bigger questicuis about the want of schemeii 
and so on, I would, wiili the permissicui of the House, finish two small 
points regarding the Kegistiation Department with whic h I have to deal. 
One i.s regarding the* reorgan izj 4 tion of the services, and the other is a 
criticism by Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur to the effect that 
there is a provision for Rh. *J8,fK>0 as travelling allowance in the next 
year's Budget as against Us. HbfMKi in thi.s year’s Budget and, further, 
it was a puxxle to the Rii Bahadur why district sub-registrurs should go 
on tour and in.spect. Perhap.s he was not aware that many district s«l>- 
regisirars have to ins|*ect subordinate offices, and therefore there must be 
travelling allowances for them. As regards this item of Us. 28,000, it 
wa> found from actual exiienenee that the travelling allowance proi^isioi) 
fjr these subordinate officers this year was not erwugh. Tbero is no 
question here of any big travelling allowance bills of any highly-iiaid 
offieem; we have gone inhi the figures carefully and the Firmnct* 
Department have cut them down too. . 
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Then there remains the important question about the revision of 
Halaries of sub-rejfistrars. 1 ran assure the House that I am as keenfU 
anyone here in revising? the salaries of these sub-rej^istrars, but the posi- 
tion is this: early this financial year my department took up the question 
of the reor^canization of the suWe^ristrars’ service. Our schemes were 
ready; they were sent to the Finance Department for examination; then 
c ame the ernhurjro stopfiinjr all extra expenditure, and I am sure the 
House will not hluine anyWy, althoujfh the delay is very unfortunate. 
The finances of the province were the deficit to the extent of about Rs. 150 
lakhs. We could not naturally incur further expenditure however 
necessary; the matter necessarily remained in abeyance. We recently 
took up the matter as siam as the taxation Bills were referred to Select 
(V)inmittee and so far as iny department is concerned everythin^r i** ready, 
hut niy friend the Hon’hle Finance Member is very busy, and even if we 
try our best in the two departments, 1 do not think that it is possible to 
pass onlers before the next offit ial year; so far as my department is con- 
cerned I can assure the House that no time will be lost ; I also trust that 
ii UKUicv Ik* available, the Finance Ih*imrtment will expi'dite llte 
matter. 

There now remains the critii ism of Folonel Fuph and Mr. Ajoy 
Fhunder Dutt alwuit want of schemes. I submit, Sir, mu< h of thisiTiti- 
cism is due to misapprehensijins and mticli of it is also due to the j>ersist- 
cnl lies retH*ntcd in the public press. Brimarv Education is one of the 
most im|K>rtant activities of my department, ami T know the intert'st the 
mt'ml>ers of this House take in this jrreat and important que.stion. In 
the early part of this year, Mr. Biss submitted a comprehensive refiort on 
Primary Kdm ation. In that report, the calculations which Colonel Puph 
and others are so eajfer to jjet are .set out. At pajre 59 of that report 
the House will find — ^a copy of the report was circulated to every member 
of (his House — that the capital expenditure according: to one scheme was 
Us. 3 crores and odd, and the Vecurring* expenditure Us. 199 lakhs. 
Accordinjr to another scheme the capital expenditure is Rs. 152 lakhs and 
recurrinfr expenditure Rs. 109 lakhs. 1'herefore T do not think my friend 
Colonel ?uj(b is riprht in sayinj? that estimates and schemes have not been 
prepared. He refers to the example of one of my Hon’ble Collea^es in 
th» ivserved departments who have asked for an allotment in the Bud^ret 
for drawing up) schemes. In my de|)artraent not only is there a provision 
for expenses necessary for preparing a scheme but the schemes have 
already been drawn up and have been before the public for months past. 
Soon after the p)ublication of Mr. Biss’s repmrt, I published a resolution 
on the repuirt in the Oovernineiit Gazette, Perhaps some members of this 
House do not vim mui h to read these resolutions. Not being content 
with these steps I asked for opinions from all representative men and 
local boclies. and I distributed an English version very freely and caused 
a Bengali tninslation to Iw made; that version also I distributed very 
widely amongst union Isuirds and various other b^ies and men in rum) 
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ureoB. I am |rla<l to say that some tiiemlK*rs like iny friend Ifaja Ueshee 
l^w and others have fuvouriHl me with iheir views, views whieb are 
very Kelpful, but I am sorry to note that my friends who are always keen 
about raising acrimonious discussions and delwtes in this House, 
have not favoured me with their views at all. If they did that, instead of 
making angry speec hes in this Council, pnigress would be lH*tter. Ncu 
only has this estimate for the pro\ince as a whole Ihh»u made, hut ir 
Appendix L (o) detailed estimates for municipalities are set out. hin 
this is not all. Mr. Biss, who has lM*eii indefaligahle in this matter, 
has, since the publication of thi.s rejMirt, drawn up schemes for evtM> 
one of the 110 municipalities in Bengal. Tht»se schemes weie wo|keu 
out 111 consultation with the local authorities on the siK>t, With twi 
or lhrcM‘ exceptions these* schemeN have alivady hcM*n sent to thcon foi 
eonsideration and in the majority of cases have even l>een verbally 
explained to the Commissioners and iiiemliers of the public, who hav^ 
cared to attend ni<H*tings snminoned for the pur|H>se. 

With regard to the rural areas, in the same way hut at a lower stand- 
ard of cost, detailed scheme's have* been worked out on the sjmt for iJlMi 
unions and sent to the loc'al authorities for consideration. In one dis- 
trict the district of flinighly detailed estimates have been worked out 

w ith regard to every union so as to give an idea us to what would lie the 
effe<!t of a full application of the sc heme over a wide nrcui. In the other 
districts, we have worked out details with regard to one nr twic or three 
unions in each distric t, so that each distric t may be in a position to make 
an experimc*nt, and the work is still gedng on. My great difficult v is not 
want of funds- 1 hud enough this yc*ar ~ but want of support from local 
bodies. The local bculies are not coming forward; I < lialien'.cil them 
in my last budget speech and said I would 1 m» willing to divide the expen- 
ses on a half and half Imsis, but very few of the municiisihUc's, I am 
sorry to »ay, have come forward. At the earlier part of the year, when 
we were hnaiiiially bettc*r off, I offered to a paituulai municipality 
that I would Irear e\c;ry rujiee of the capital expenditure and half of 
the recurring extienditure, but even then that munici|»ality did not come 
forward. We hois* that all the memln'is of this House will exert theii 
great influence with the local InKlies and induce them to come forward. 

Another critici,sni has been made by Colonel Pugh, and that is that 
the Calcutta University Commission’s report was published 5 years ago, 
but nothing has been done. Perhaps Colonel Pugh and others who have 
cnticised do not know that thi.s cjuestion was put to me more than onc’^i, 
and my answer was that this would involve an expenditure of something 
like Re. 80 lakhs in recurring expenditure. The estimate of the Com- 
mtoeioners was about Rs. 05 lakhs capital expenditure and about Rs. 61 
Inkbs recurring expenditure, but under present conditions the proper 
eeiimate would be about Rs. 80 lakhs recurring and over Rs. 100 lakh^ 
in capital. So I have come to the conclusion that it was not 
poaeible to find the money in * tke near future, therefore, 
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I had to abandon the idea of carrjinjf f)nt these recommendations. 
I promised to consider the su^f^esticni of some of my frieiyis, 
including Rai Joj^endra O’hunder Ghose Bahadur, of starting a secondary 
board; so my policy is laid down there. I think I have sufficiently 
trespassed on the time of the Hfuise, but niy excuse is that I have been 
unjustly criticised by many of the speakers, and — 

Rai ilOCENmiA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: What about the 
resolution regarding the constitution of the University? 

Tha Hon*bla Mr* P. Ci MITTER; That resolution stands in the same 
way ; with regard to tliat we have written to the University, but after the 
Hudget disciisHioii is over, the matter will ]>e taken up again. 

One wold more and I am done. 1 said I have made various demand.*' 
in the Schedule. I think these demands in the Schedule will l>e worse 
than illuH(U'y if the t’ouncil do not agree to pass these taxation Bills on a 
permanent basis, ami the nnison is obvious. In tlie piesent Budget vou 
have, J believe, capital expenditure to the <‘xtent of Us. 40 to Us. 00 
lakhs; if you put this demand on a loan basis, you will find that a recurr- 
ing expenditure of about Us. 4 lakhs will be enough if the perimi of the 
loan be for 20 or MO years. If you do not follow this loan polic'v it w ill he 
necessary to keep a balance of Us. 00 to Us. 00 lakhs as a working 
halance; if you ])ass these taxation Bills on a permanent basis, you need 
not hav(‘ a large working balance like ){s. 00 to Us 00 lakhs and as 
Mr. Kerr has i‘xplained. you will have a surplus of Us. 00 lakhs foi 
expansion; this year has h(‘en a very had year for both Stamps ami Land 
Uevenue; it may }»e that next year will he e(|ually had. hut there is some 
< liaTM’e of irnprovermuit. so that you may have more than Us. fWt lakhs 1« 
distrihiite next year. What is the apprehension of my friends here: 
'I'heii apprehensiem is that ut the end of three years the Govern 
ment of India will again reimpose its demaml for Us. 03 lakhs; thai 
upTmhen.sion has Wn set at ix'st during the last few days. Tin 
hon’ble members may have notieed that this week, the Finance Secretarv 
to the Government of India has .said thajt greater relief would he given 
to Madras, the Punjab and the United Provinces and that all the con- 
tributions will be taken off at as early a date as possible. 

I apprehend T have tres|wss<Ml on the time of the House too long, 
and I conclude with an ap|K*al to this House that if they want the 
Uef(»rms to succeed, they .should pa*>’^ the taxation Bills on a {permanent 
basis. 

MINISTER in oliargt of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 

GOVERNMENT (Uio Hon’INt Sir Surondro Nath Banof|oi0: I do not 

propt>se to detain the Hou.se at any great length for the reason that the 
criticisms which have been addresse<l in regard to the working of the 
department with which I am conmv ted. have not been of that comprehen- 
sive onier with which my friend (the HoiPble Mr. Mitterl has just had to 
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deal. The resonndinjf note of the detiate han l>een one of diftsatiHfaotitoi ; 
itVae bound to be so, havinff rejfard to the character of the Budfret. 
But there was one note of dissjitisfaction, raised by some of the meml>ers 
present which I very much regret. We had a bad limiget lant year: 
we have an unsatisfactory Budget this year; and they have come to the 
conclusion that the Reforms are illusory, that they mean nothing, that 
they are doomed to failure. Well. Sir, 1 cannot share this view at all, 
I am sorry to find that this view should prevail even anmngst a limited 
section of this Ilou.stv I'he Reforms have Imhmi in ojHTation only for a 
year, and it seems to me that it is premature to form any opinion as tc 
their suct'ess or otherwise. A year is a very limitinl sjmee of time in tin 
life of a great exi>eriment ; \erv limited t<K» in tin* lib* of a great «’om- 
nMinity. We nil know the beginnings of tin* Hiitish Parliament and 
from w’hai a small thing it rose to Is* the mother of Ihirliameiits and 
furnished (he model of l^ii Iianientar\ institutions to ei\ihseJ mankind, 
I afijieal to m> friends to hav<* faith and |>ivtieme. (he ancient ( harac ter 
istn.s of our in*oplc. and the darkin*ss which suiioumls tin* utinosphert 
is bound to disapfvar. 

I welcome the criticisms which have he«*n made in respect of my 
department, for they serve to clear up nnsunderstandings and reveal the 
strength of my |>o.sition, whit'h indeed is a strong one. I desire to refei 
t(» some of the criticisms whi<h have lHM»n made, not in their chrono* 
logical, hut what ap|>ears to me in their logical ord«*r, 

My friend Rahu I'anindralal l)e has (d).seivc<l that the Budget makes 
provision more for estahlishment than for work H(* seems to have over- 
IcHiked the fac*t that it is (uil\ half a Bmlget, and that real work is to be 
fco^ided for in a su[»plementar\ Budget after the Taxation Bills have 
Ixn'n pa.swnl, and we are in a |»osi(ion tr> embark on a iwdny of loafo 
which will have to Is* laid Is-fore (his Coum il 

My friend Dr Moitra has bronudit somewhat of an imln (merit against 
me personally. He i-ongdains of a i eduction in (he Health Budget fr«mi 
Rs. 19 lakhs to Rs. lf» lakhs, ami he says that this is dm* to lack of energy 
on the jmrt of the Minister. Well. ,Sjr, throughout my long jMihlic lifi 
1 have Wn suhjrM ted to all sorts of critic isms, hut the\ have not ti|»set 
my digr«»(ion nor distiirlred my slunilx'rs, I have trudged along ver> 
complacently in the midst of an atmosphere crowded with these reflec- 
tions, but the very last thing which has licen said against me is tha- 
I have been lacking in energy! My energy may sometimes have Ireen 
of the misguided order, as m\ c-ritics have sometimes said, 1ml not om 
of them has ever ventured to charge me with any want of that cjualitv. 
But we live to learn, and I find that at mv time of life a new 
indictment has been brought against me. hut it so happens that it 
is absolutely unfounded. The reduc tions that he complains of are due to 
no lack of energy on my part ; and to at least one cjf them, my friend him- 
self has been a party. Dr. Moitra will remember that at a meeting of 
the Standing Committee at which he wks present, he strongly objected tc 
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Hpendinf^ a larf^e sum of money on the anti>hookworm schemes and that 
we riKluced the f^rant by Rs. 75,000. In the Rs. 3 lakhs reduction, tius 
Hiim is tnrluded; therefore I claim that, if I am guilty of want of energy, 
want of initiative, my friend has at least been an abettor in that matter. 

I<et -me pass on to other items in connection with this indictment. We 
have a sum of Hs. HO, 000 included in the three lakhs. This sum was a 
transfer from the Ifealth Department to the Irrigation Department for 
work which, heing initiated by the Health DefWirtment, had to be carried 
on by the Irrigation Department. Therefore, it was a transfer from one 
pocket to another, a book transaction altogether, and d(»es not represent 
any reduction at all. 'rinis, we have Rs. 70,fMK) phtu Rs. 80,000, which 
amounts to Us. l.hO.tMIO. reduced through no want of energy on my part; 
hut more is in store. Then w'e have a sum of Us. 50,000, The Amta 
drainage and sanitary wawks are in ]>rogress, (lovernment has 
given a loan, and has also made a grant of Hs. 50, (MM), hut they have not 
been able lo spend this money. There again, there is no (|uestion of want 
of energy on my part. If there was lack of energy, it was on the part of 
those currying on the woik at Amta. 7’hus, we have got a total bf 
Hs. 1?,10,0(M) to he <hMhieted friun the Us. lakhs due to conditions which 
1 have jtist described. 

But let us f)roce«‘d. ho< anse I am anxious to make it (juite clear that 
when allegations of this kind, statements of this description are made in 
Council by responsible memliers, it is their plain duty to af’qnaint them- 
selves with the facts before they make tljesp sdlegations, and Dr. Moitra 
could have easily d<ine so. A few minutes* conversation with regard to 
these matters wruild have given him this information and saved my time 
and the time (»f the CounciL I am anxious to pnjve to the hilt tHat these 
allegations are futile and unfounded. 

Then we have certain other items besides this sum of Rs. 2,19,000. 
There is an unspent balance, itnd this is due to ( ertain fa<‘tf>rH to which I 
desire to call your attention, err., the reduction in establishment and 
contingencies. I am sure Dr. Moitra himself does not think that a reduc- 
tion in estuhli.shment is harmful. Secoifdly. the industrial hygiene 
department was not in proper working order: there has bf'en a saving 
here. Then there was the I'uhlic Health Laboratory at Burdwan which 
had not he^n o|>ened and here was a saving; then the revision of pay of 
the suh«»rdimfte sanitary staff was deferred Well, owing to these causes 
there was a retluction of Rs. 3 [akhs. and it was certainly not due to any 
lack of enery on the part of the Minister or of the department over 
which he |iresides. 

It was stated. I think, by Babu Tnrit Bhiisan Ray — I do not remeni* 
ber exactly, at any rate bv some member — that we were sleeping in cmr 
offices while people were dying from cholera, and that we were idle in 
the matter of prosecuting an anti-malarial campaign. Having regard to 
the active interest which my department and mjaelf have takra ia tkk 
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connection, I yiew with n feeling which I do not care to describe, I eiew 
eKHi an exceedingly unhappy feeling, en allegation of this kind. I#et 
me address myself to the facts, I took charge of my office on the 3rd 
January, 1921, and on the 5th March, I addressed myself to these ques* 
tiong. I took up the problem of anti-malarial o|)enitions. Early iii tin 
year in this very Hall, I convened a conference of newspaper editors, Kurtv 
pean and Indian, to discuss the health problem of Hengai, in iihich the 
problem of malaria was of course im luded : we had a most interesting dis- 
cussion in this Hall; the obje<q of the discuHsion being to create a feelinji 
in the country in favour of those anti-malarial operations which we desired 
to undertake. It was indeed the starting-point of the propaganda work 
upon which the success of anti-inalarial operations largely depetids. 
People must be educated in the primuples of public health and what 
lictter agency could you find than the news|mpi*r IVessJ^ I ap|>ea]o<l t< 
the newspaper editors, in order that they might help me and.co-openite 
with me in this anti-malarial ciimpaign which we were airxious to ini- 
tiate. I think I succeeded in my i>h|et t. I’here was a gocnl deal of 
healthy di.H(MJHsion in the newspapers: even the extremist non-co- 
operating papers joined in this diseuHsi<in Almost immediately after, 
I circularised the distri<*t Iwiards inxiting them to <'all conferenm**^ 
of the leadiiig men of the <listrict in order to formulate anti-malarial and 
water-sujiply si herncs f(»r tlieir ilistricts, ami T promiseil to attend thew 
conferences, if invitr^d, T attended nine of these conferences in the 
districts of Bengal; T attended ronferences held at Daeen., Burisal, 
Khulna. Jessore, Hfwighly. ffowrali, Krishnagnr, Fnridfoir and last, hut 
not least, Dinajpiir. 'I'here were fuiIy t wo ('onferem es which I could not 
attend owing to the fact that the time was not suitable. A great deal of 
interest was awakened in problems (»f health in these district ermferences 
at which leading men were present, and at the present moment, my 
department Is considering schemes of anti-malarial operations and water- 
supply, which have Immmi fiho-ed heffin* us h\ some of thesi* conferences 
Do you think. Sir, that that hsiks like sleeping over our w(>rk, going 
from place to place, from district t^> district, and if f mav smind a person- 
al note, catching malarial fever myself at one of these jdacesP That d»»es 
not, 1 ref»eat, look like sleeping over the work with which I have lieeii 
entnisted. Therefore. 1 protest against an allegation of this kind thu' 
we. have been doing nothing and that we have been idle and inactive. 

Indeed I may say without hesitation and with all the emphasis that I 
ran command, that my soul is centred upon one problem and one problem 
•lone — the eradication of malaria, from this great province, (be province 
cf my birth and of my hopes and aspirations. Well, from 
the very outset. I th<night that it was a matter of the 
fit at importitnce that we should have a comprehensive scheme 
of anti-malarial operations to be carried out, stage by stage and in a 
pmgreaaive form ; and here I most for one moment pause to render nnto 
0«ar the thinga that are Cmear's. When 1 took charge of the office 
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which I hold at the present moment, I found that 33 schemes of anti- 
malarial operations had already been framed under the auspices and the 
instructions of His Excellency liord Ronaldshay. Sir, I know not what 
the verdict of history will be with rejrard to His Excellency's adminis- 
tration; but this 1 will venture to say, without fear of challenge or 
contradiction, that there w'ill be one resounding note w'hicb the historian 
will sound, that he was a Governor who first realised the magnitude of 
this great problem and made the first definite effort to grapple with it. 
Theie were 33 schemes pre|>ar<*d and framed under instructions from Hif 
Excellency. I had a conversation with Mr. Addains-Williains on the 
subject. Re had a large share in the preparati(»n of the schemes. The 
s<dieines, if I may say so without disrespect, were lumped together, that is 
to sa\, nnti-Tualarial schemes were mixed u]) with drainage schemes. I 
asked Mi. Ad<iams-Williams and Dr. Ibuitlev to consider the schemes, 
and they have formed them into three separate groups, r/r., first, these 
are tlie sclienu*s whieli are purely anti-malarial ; secondly, those which 
are partially anti-malarial, and thirdly, thow* which are drainage and 
agrii'ultfii’ul s<h(*meH — the last diH»s not hehmg to my department. 
Undoubtedly, tliese latter will improve tlu* agrii iilture of the country 
and will add to tlie wi^alth (»f the |H*oplt‘ ami imlin'ctly will improve theit 
health ; but they are not exactly wdiemes which may properly he regardeo 
a.s belonging to tlie Health Defmrtment Then*ft>re, I have had to dis- 
sociate myself and my department from them. We are only roncernen 
with the first and the second, purely anti-mnlarial and partly anti- 
malarial schemes. Hut \\hat is the U’st of the purely malarial schemes? 
It is a system of flushing and flm>ding during the rainy season of s|)eri- 
fied areas with silt-laden water; it is in fact the old system of l>oni- 
fication for which 1 have lM»en pleading from my place in the Imperial 
I.egislative (kiunc'il since 1913. 

Well. Sir, I had been asked a c|uestic»n by Babu Indu Bhusban Dutta. 

1 do not know whether he iie here. (A voice: “ He is here.”^ Very 
good. I am very glad that he is here. He asked me: “What about 
the schemes of our Mini.ster?” Here, you are. You have only been 
criticising us, but we have been working*. Critic ism is a pleasant per- 
formance, but work is l>etter, a more responsible, a more ardous thing. 
And upon this high and righteous work my department has been engaged. 
We have got the schemes which I am going to lay before you — sobemee 
already under construction, and schemers that are under investigation, 
liet me read out to you the schemes which are already under execution 

(1) The Naowi Smithi scheme co\ering 146 square znilee oonoams 

the 24-Pargnnas, 

(2) The Anjuna mheine whic h traverses the Nadia and Jessore 

districts with which my friend, the Mnbaraja of Krishnagar» 
is so intimately concerned, about which be spe^e to me 
several times and regarding wbich there is a very strong body 
of feeling at Krisbnagar a| j[ found it when I waa ibere. 
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(3) Then, there is the Jabuna acheme extending over 362 (K|uare 

milea, traversing three distriote, tbe 24-!WgaDa8, Nadia and 
Jesftore. 

(4) I>a«ily, there is the Amta-Howrah scheme extending over 12f 

square miles. 

These schemes are already under openition and they will be 
included in the supplement ury Budget which will l>e laid before this 
Onincil. Hut there are some other unti-inularial schemes proper which 
are under investigation and as MiM)n as they are completed, they will 
also l>e included in the .supplt»mentarv Budget and you will Im» invited 
to grant the immev recjuired for them. They an' as follows — 

(U The Bhairah si heme. which will cover an area of S(M) square 
miles and covers three districts, vie . 24-l*arganas, Jessori 
and Na<lia. It is a sc'heme of far-reaching ]m|>ortance am' 
will pndiahlv I'o**! H**. *r> lakh'. 

(*J) There is the Jhenida scheme in the Jessore district. 

<3) The Dunikliali s( heme in the H»»oghly and Burdwan distric ts, 
and 

(4^ liUstlv. the Haunkini Daha scheme traversing tlie ilcHtgItly and 
Burdwan Districts. 

.\s T have said, tliese si hemes are under investigat ion and, when 
completed, will be laid before you. And here I desire to assoc iate 
myself with what has fallen from my friend to my left. You want 
Bengal to be saved from the ravages of malaria; you want medical 
Mcbocds to be establisfied ; you want the w ider expansion of medic'al 
relief among the people of the proMiice; \ou want these beneficent 
activities to 1 h* cn*ated. fostered and |M»rj»etuated Dan you do all ihi' 
for rcothingy Do \ou ex|H*c t that in this world of (tod’s Provinc’e it is 
[Mjssible to get an\ Immuj witluuif paving for it V<mi require money 
for it. If von j»ass the Taxation Bills witlioul anv suhstantial incidi 
hcaiion and in a permanent form, you can atari a loan policy. I’nless 
the investors are satisfic'd that the party whic h wants the loan is 
solvent, they will not lend n pice, Ite (he party a (loveriimerit or an 
individual. The finances must therefore la* placed ujkui a sound and 
satisfactory f«M>ting, and they can only be so placed by having a surplus— 
a permanent surplus and not a surplus for three years only, which will 
s<*rve as the basis for a loan jailicy. Therefore, thorn* who are clamour- 
ing and rightly clamcniring— I think I should not use the word 
clamouring” I would substitute ” crying”— those who are ciydng foi 
the eradication of malaria, for tbe expansion of medical relief, crying 
for the establishment of medical schmils, crying for the furtherance 
of these beneficent activities upon which the health, the progress and 
the prosperity <»f this «*f»untry depend, those who are bent upon this 
benefioient errand, must make up mind to puts ihooe Tuxaiion 

to 
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Bill* in the form 19 which they are, without any substantial modifica- 
tion and as a perma^ietit measure. Without that thera is no good hav- 
ing these various schemeM which we shall have Jtt lay before you. 

I have finishfMl with my programme of anti-malarial Gyrations. I 
have laid that progmirirnc lK''fV)re you. Mind you, I notean to extend 
it. I have asked riiv de|»artmen( to go ahead with other programmes. 
Dr. Bentley is working at other schemes covering different di.stricts. 
As soon as the piograrnmes and the estimates are ready they will 1m 
included (n the supplementary Budget and they will be laid before you 
to grant the money and then they will be taken up. Tlie money mus< 
be there and you must find it and that can only l>e done by having » 
permanent surjilus as the Finame Memlwr suggests. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 ask the Hon ble 

Minister wliether it is a fad that a profit of ‘Jltt f»ei rent is }>eing made 
over the sale of quinine? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The Hon ble Minister has not 
finished yet and you should not interrupt him 

The Hon'bl* Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 have not 

finished \el l^et me finish ami then wm ran inteipellate me to your 
heart’s content. 

Well, now I have gi\en \ou a sketch of the programmes nno 
I have observed that we want money fo carr\ them out. What till 
amount of tlic loan will Is*, will de|K*nd ujMUi th«‘ .schemes. 

'riien, Sir, I think my friend Mr. S. M. Bose asked me: ‘*What are 
you doing about mediial schools? Over that I have not been bleeping 
eiilicr. SommdtMice is no jMirt of my jimgramme. We pnqxiHe, pro- 
vided you give u.s the fuiid.s, to provide in the Si hedule and in the 
Supplementary Budget for new medical wliools Mymensingh is (he 
first; Chittagong m*cori<l ; .fiHpaiguri and Berlmrnpiir come next; and I 
want to include Krishnugar too, if iwcssible. 

Rai 40GENDRA CHUNDER CHOBE Bahadur: Ten more medical 
schools, and there will be no money for them. 

Thf DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You should not interrupt the Hon’ble 
Minister. , 

TM Hofi’bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am prepared 
to answer that question; but let me finish. I mu.st be left uninternip- 
ted M 1 go on with my speech. 

We projKise. if the money is found, to do our 1m*s( to establish these 
schools in the year l922-kM. But there are difficulties which have to 
be got over. 

Then, Sir, we want to improve the t'alcutta hospitals, and hon’ble 
membera will bear ti mind the warning note which has been raised by 
the Council of Jlediral F^ucation ia the United Kingdom, that they 
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will not recognise your degrees, unless and until your training in mid- 
wifer>^ has been placed uixm a more satisfactory fp<»ting tbnn it is at 
the present gioment. Dr. Walker is out here making enquiries. Thus, 
it is necessar>' that we should extend the Kden Hospital, and I prtipose 
to include that in the supplementary Budget. 

Then, Sir, I propo.se that more grants .should l>e given to charitable 
dispensaries and hospifnK in tho nnifassal and to subsidiM* dtxtors 
M suggested by my friend Kai Jogendra Chunder (Ihose Baha^lur. All 
these we propose to include in the Supplementarv Budget, 

My friend, Bnhn Nirode Behary Mnllick, has suggested that as the 
Allopathic sy.stem is -.ery expensive, we ought to have recourse to the 
Ayun*edi<‘ system. Well, gentlemen, we have appointed a ('ommittee 
and that (ominittee i.s making an inijuirv and we are awaiting the 
rejioit of tJie romrnittee M> views on the subject are liln'ral, 1 claim. 

I am not usually ill, luit when I am ill I sometimes go to an Ayurvedic' 
doctor fyr medicine. I here is alread\ in tiessoie in ( (tnnection with 
the district board an Ayurvedic hospital, and I am negotiating at the 
present moment f(»r the estahlisliment of an Ayunedic dispensary in 
one of the suhurlis of (’alciiUa We are thus alivi* to the imj)ortanrf 
of this question 

As regards the sal,- nf rjuimne to xihirh my friend. Mr Mallik, has 
reftored, we lunc |Mo\ided a sum of h(),(KK), hut I want to provide 
ft lakh, if the Kinamc Ikqsirtmeiit will only allow it. 7’hese, Sir, are 
the activities who h wc ha\e Iweii tr\ing to [rromnio 

One other matter and I am done, because 1 know there are others 
who desire to speak after me. There is the cjuestion <»f water-supply, 
and we propose to pun hase an artesian boring instrument at a (ost of 
Us. d4,(K)(). 'riu* wlode thing will < nst us alauit Us. ;,n urti'sian 

boring machinery f(»r the purpose of supplying cheap water to the 
inufassal municipalities 1 hese are the a<iivities upon whirl) ueure 

engaged. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs What g^iaiit the 

runt I areas? 

Tht Hoffi*bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: The district 

boards will Unik after them, subject to the hwins and grants Mliir h we 
may give them. I am very glad that my friend bus called attention 
to this matter. My idea is to obtain a large loan in order to make 
advances to rural bodies for their water-supply and for other ItN^i im- 
provements which they may wish to institute. ^ 

This, Sir, roughly speaking, is emr programme of work Wc want 
yonr financial and moral support. We are indebted to you tor your 
criticisms, but we want someUiing more; seething more aub- 
iUntial. Aided, fortified and strength^ed ydttr moral and finan- 
cial support and here 1 speak on ll|diair of my colleagues, tbs ^.other 

iOi 
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— we hojie to be able to justify the very responsible duties with 
which (foveriiment and y(»u have entrusted us. Ancf t am confident 
having jcifurd to the Mtroii#( feelinK that there exists in this Council, 
that the money will Ik* forthcoming, that the Taxation !^ills will be 
|KiMH<*d/ that the financial situation will be placed on a sound footing 
and that Bengal will enter, thus equipped, upon a new career of health, 
piOKi)eriiy and opulence. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state 
whether he is making any arrangements for the sale of cheap quinine? 

The Hoffi'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I am afraid 
I cannot answer that (piestion off-hand. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL and REVENUE |JAIL8] 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon*ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): 1 do not think that 
many < 110 “^! ions have been rai.sed regarding the ilepartments in my 
cdiargc and I do not therefore propose to take up much tiras^of this 
Coinnil. One item has been commented on that with regard to the 
ilmrgcs loi the [ileadership exaiiiiiiHtion which have lM*en put at 
Hs, 15. ()()<) 'The la< ( is that the pleadeiship examination has been dime 
away Milh, hut thcie will still he an examination for muktears alone and 
it is poNsihb* (hat so mueh money vill not }>e rei(iiire*d. W'e are curr\- 
ing on eoiiespondenee with the High Court as to how mmrh of that 
amount nia\ be re(|uired, but we have put lliis amount in the Budget 
for We must iiviiiit the reply of the High Court in onler to be able to 
tell the Council ^^hat the exact amount is (bat will be reijuired in this 
connei lion. I ma\ also point out that we <ln not proiMi-^e to spimd any- 
thing more than what would be realised by the fees for the examination, 
so that in no case will (he reveiines of the IVovinee he in any way burd- 
ened with the I harges for Vliis examination. 

As leganls |)r. Hariilhaii Dutt’s observation that (here are two un- 
necessary 1‘residency Magistrates in the Calcutta I'oliee ('ourts- 1 think 
he said that (hr Traffic Magistrate also wn.s not reijuired- I may remind 
(He Council that the (piestion was debated in this very House not very 
long ago and the Council decided that it was desirable and necessary 
that (here should lie a slij»endiarv magistrate available for trying traffic 
cases. I <h> not think that it can la* the desire of this House to go back 
ujum -their reient de<’ision iii Ahis matter. It was also suggested that wc 
might disjsMise with the extni magistrate who has been entertaineil foi 
extra #ork. As regards that, the jwwition is that the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate has not yet lie<»n able to dispose of the munitions case. The 
iminilions case is still |»ending on his file and he has to devote some portion 
of his time to (hat <‘ase. Tt was said that there had lieeii a decrease in 
the institution of ptdice cases. T sent for the figures and T find that there 
has l*een a slight decline but it is of a very insignificant character. So 
long as the munitions case lasts there may be* a necessity for retaining 
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anoOier magistrate to dispuae of tlie current work. That was the justi- 
ffbatiuii for incltding hin Htilarv in the Budget. 

Babu Indu lihuMhun Dutta naid that there had l>een a det rease in 
civil litigati6n last year and therefore we luight not to have provided for 
so many munsifs, Huh-judge.s and district judges. In ihis couiuM tmn, 
It i.s important also to bear in mind that there is a laige amount cd arrears 
in the civil courts throughout tiie president These uru*uis 1 do not 
tind decrea.sirig in any apiireac iaide degree, hut in a mattei of this nature 
it Is the High f'oiirt that i.s the ht*st judge of the situation and in such 
inatlerH we can only safcdy act ujmiii the requisition of the High Court. 
Wlien the High Court tells us that so many morc^ sulHirdiuate jinlges 
and iiiurtsifs are wanted and they give us the figures showing either 
tliat there has been an increase in the arreain or there* has been an 
incTease in the institutions, then we feel justified in appointing addi- 
tional .sub-judges and munsifs. As a matter of fact there liave hc*eii a 
nuinher ql temporurv otlicei.s who have* been ac ting in these capac ilies 
l(»r several yeais and from \eai to \ear they have been kept on in the 
hope that they w’ill be able to dispiise of tliosr an ears. We hu\e not 
yet been able to inc lude* them in the* |K*riiianetit c adre on account of the 
hnanc iul stringency in the province. 'I'lie oiils ultc riuitivc letl tc> us was 
to make these temporary ap{>onititients. 

1 think a complaint was uls(» made us to the sum of IN. 1 lakh votcul 
and Rs.5(),IKK) nc»n-voted for temjiorary distric t and sessions judges. 
Here* also we ac ted upon the recommendations of the High Court. The 
High Coiiit is lesjxmsible fc»r seeing that there is a sutheient staff of 
distric ( and sessions judges available* for disposing of the c urrc‘nt work. 
It was mainly for the disposal of sessions <*ases lliul additional appoint- 
ments have been made fiom time* to time. These additional iippoint- 
inenls have lieen going on from \eui to year and the High Court is satis- 
fied that the\ huve to lie continued in order to co|k* with the current 
work. 

A ({iiestion has also been raised as regards the apt>oint merit of extra 
judges in the High Court. In this connection I must tell the Council 
that there has recently Iwen a considerable increase in the institutions 
on the Original Side. laist year, the institutions on the Original Side 
were and this year the number has gone up to r>,37H. So there 

Has been an inc rease of nc*arly l.fMK) cases and there are also arrears on 
the Appellate Side. The nurnlier of rases pending on the 11th Febru- 
ary last, were 5,933 of which l,(Ksl were ready for hearing as against 
5,030 on the 5tb February. It is on account of these increases in the 
institutions and in arrears that the High ('ourt wanted to strengthen their 
staff. It does not lie, as the (Vrunril know, with the Oovernment of 
Bengal to appoint new judges. New* judges have to lie apfsonfe*! by (be 
(fovenuneni of India and by the Secretarj* of State. The matter wont 
«p to tE« Saoratary of State and he has sanctioned the appointment of 
a temfiofary Judge. 
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It suggested by one of the speakers, 1 think by Baba Surendra 
Nath Mallik, that the learned Judges of the High Court |o not do'a 
Huihcient uitiouni of work. There is an eJ^'Judge of the High Court here 
and 1 have no doubt he will l>e able fairly and fully to contradict this 
statement. 

Besides, if Babu Surendra Nath Mallik had been here I should have 
liked to point out to him that there is a proceeding known as contempt 
of court, (liaughter). 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is privileged. 

Tha Hon*ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Whether it is privileged or not 
is a question which may have to be decided and the High ('ourt will have 
to decide the question. 

What 1 mean to say is that as regurd.s the number of days the 
h umed Judges sit I uni not in a position to say whether the figure given 
by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, rtz., Uif) days in the year, is correct. 
But you must remember that so far as I know the Calcutta High Couri 
has not added to the list of the High Court holidays within recent tiine.s. 
Their sittings an*, 1 ladieve, the same as they used to lie Wfore, and I 
should think that it is rather a drastic (|Ucstion to raise in this way 
whether their sitting days shouhl not be increased. At any rate, I do not 
think that it is a (jueslion which vuu projierly be decided by thi.s CinnciJ. 
There is also another complaint made as regards our Budg'd, r.umely, 
as to our legal charges, i.t\, for law suit.s. As a matter of tact we have 
budgeted for a certain decrease and not an incn*ase. 7'here was an 
increase in the revised estimate, but it is impossible in a matter of this 
kind to he m eurate in our e.stimates. 1 can, however, assure this Couiu ii 
that we are trying our lie.st to cut down our legal charges as far as 
possible. 1 limy mention that so fur as the increase in the revised 
Budget is concerned it wasio a great extent due to the recent prosecu- 
tions. 'I’herc have been also certain other important r4ises for which 
pleaders had to he retained. 1 do nut think that there has been any 
increase in or addition to, the scale of fe^s though at times more fees had 
to be jMiid than they were paid before, but in this matter also Govern- 
ment is not always in a better position than an ordinary litigant. Of 
course when we have to |)ay our retained pleaders, there is a definite 
scale of fees, but when we have to engage gentlemen other than our 
retained counsel and pleader, s, w’e have to pay fees according tc» what 
these gentlemen ordinarily get. I do not think, therefore, that there 
can be any just complaint in res|>ecl of this mutter. 

MEMBER in olivgt Of DEPARTMENT of REViNUE [LAND 
REVENUE and FOREBTB) and IRRIGATION (Uit^ NoiPblt tlw 
Mtharajadhiraia Biliadyr of BnrdmiOt At this academical dtamiasioa 
of the provisions of the Budget, it is customary for the MeHiber in charge 
to give such replies as are necessary to the general criHciame that are 
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lUftdc lueiubars on ttubjei'tii relating to biH ilepartniente. !l^oUow* 

jfhg tlittt ]||*eceiieiit, 1 propose to make a lew observutiuiie iii coniiei*iion 
witJi eomeklf the commeiitH which have fallen Innn vunoua memberii of 
this Houae with regard to the departuiente under my t harge. It 1 do not 
uke them amo/t //I , or it 1 have to repeat m> lenmrkH on the name 
subject, it will be tor no other reason except thin that 1 propose to dtuil 
with the commenU ol the inemliers as they got up in rotation to apeak 
ill this Council. 

Kai Mahendia Uhandia Mitra liuhadui rained a w^i that we had not 
provided suiiiciently for the development of forests. 1 am entirely with 
him in that, but it is lor this C’ouncil to remedy that by giving me more 
funds fur forests. 

Mr. Ajoy (’hiinilei Dutt very jMTlinently, in coniw*ction with the 
question of general reti enchiiu'nt that we have had to enforce this veai, 
pointed out the unsutisfactorv ntate of the nettlement ojienitlons. ^lere 
again, 1 should like to nay that 1 should < t‘rtuinly like to Lave provided 
more inonev foi Murve\ ami settlements, hut as I ussunsl the (^mncil on 
a resolution not so very long ugt> brought hy a noii-oftinal member of 
this Uouncii, we have stm k to a two-puity prograinme and we have 
made our estimates on that basis. 

llabu Devi Pi<»su(l Khaitun w‘<»uld like to see us taking a gtuieriil 
hyilro-electrical survey of the jnovince. I may say that pnivisinn lor 
this purpose has been made in the Budget <>1 Hs. lo.tMM) to investigate 
the resources of the province as irgurds hvdro-flectric srheines. 

Maulvi Kinadadnddin .\hnied wanted to know yvhy nt) provision had 
lieen made fi»r the laoly Advisei nf the Court of Wauls. J did not 
know* that tlie Maiihi Sahib had a temlei eoinei in his heart for the 
Lady Adviser. The position as regartls the Lady Advisn at present is 
this. She has gone on leave ami is due In retire in Novemlnsr. We 
have eoiisulted the otticeis concerned and the Government have ( ome 
to the ilecision that tlierV is no need to appoint a succt'ssor io Miss Snrabji 
when she retires in .Nt»vember, and for that reason there is no proviNion 
for that post in the Budget after November. 

Mr. Bijoy Prosud Singh Boy considers that survey and Kettlemem 
make lives miserable in the districts, esp«*cially when there are traverse 
surveys. I am rathei surprised at hie criticising the provision in the 
Budget for survey and settlement, when it was on a resolution brought 
by him that 1 replied that the Government had forestalled his wishes in 
so far as making the survey and settlement operations nn a twi^party 
basis, and what is more, in m»t starting any new tqanitions for the 
preaent. * ^ 

1 now ti^ to liai Ilareiidranath Dmudhiiri, who is rather fond of 
taking up a censorial attitude when be speaks on any of the irrigation 
projects or an provisions with regard to famine, el^. As regards 
lamine, ii be will examine the Budjfei, be will find that there is a 
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provision of Bs. 50,000 in the Budget for famine and of B|. 1, 50,000 
for famine insurance fund, making a total of Be. 2 lakha, add therefore 
it not correct to aay that no proviaion haa been made for famine or for 
famine inaurunce fund. Begarding hia comments on the Madaripur 
Bil Itoute and the Grand Trunk Canal projects, I ahall deal with them 
when I come to the criticiams, curiously more or less of the same nature, 
emanating Iroin the same corner of the Council relating to these two 
proje(‘ta, and 1 shall also deal w'ith the criticisms that both these gentle- 
men and Kumar ^hib Shekhareswar Bay have made in connection with 
those irrigation and navigation projects which have been put in the 
Budget as unproductive? works. I believe Bai Upendra lial Bay Baha- 
dur also N|K)ke on the Madaripur Bil projet^t. But l)efore 1 come to 
these, 1 should like, first of all, to come to the question that has been 
raised in this Council by more than one speaker, namely, the abolition 
of the posts of Divisional Commissioners. Now, 1 am not going to speak 
on ?he general aspect of the lm}>erial Sei-vices or on the question of a 
cheaper administration for the province, or for the matter of that, for 
the whole of India, l>ecause the responsibility of such a thing not only 
does not lie with a provincial Government, but not even w’ith the Gov- 
ernment of India by itself, as they have got to be considered as a whole 
and decideil by the lmi>erial Government over which the Secretary of 
State presides. What I further should like to jKjint out to those gentle- 
men who are actuated by motives of eionomy on the one hand, and of 
trying, on the other hand, to get as much money as they (an on the plea 
of economy for their jiet projects, so that they may be able to go to their 
constituents and say that they have been able t(» spend so much money 
on matters of education, sanitation, etc., that it is very easy to destroy 
hut it is not so easy to construct, and whether the whole question oi 
Indiaiiisation of the Services hangs on the question of a (‘heap servh'e 
for India, or a province in particular, it has to be solved by higher 
authorities and it does not at the present moment concern me so much 
as the (jues(i«jn of the alsdition of the Divisional Commi.ssiouers which 
has been raised by some of the members of this House, and 1 know 
that niy friend from Bajshahi, who occasionally does give us a little 
enjoyment in a dreary afternoon, is particularly anxious that these 
gentlemen should cease to exist. But my reply to those critics is this. 
In the first place, 1 do not, and this is my personal view, advocate the 
abolition of individual posts until and unless the whole question of 
retrenchment is taken up. Further, the reason that the committee 
which has been appointed to go into this question has not been able to 
make any great progress on this very ground and also J^eo^use there is 
now before the Government the question of the separation* of judicial 
and executive functions. That will also have a bearing, indirect as well 
as direct, on this question. All that I can say at the present inoment 
is that the matter has not been indeiinitely’ shelved but^at we hope 
to reconsider the facts that have been brought tiefoM the committee at 
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a Inter date. It muat, however, be clearly understood that whatever 
may be the decision arrived at. it is not in the hands of this (V^uncil 
to abolish them forthwith. As reirurds the i|uestion of certain heade 
of departments. I am not ctmccrned with aity other exceptiiiiic th4 
Director of l^and Hecwds and the Dire<‘tor of Suiveys. Kegardini; ihi^ « 
matter. <lo%'eriiment has pmcticaliy Vome to the dindsioii that in view 
of the two-party basis of the survey and Hettleuiciii proKramme. it will 
be possible when Major Hirst retires some time in 1923, to uiiialf^amute 
the posts and that ({uestion is now l»eiii^ worked out l>y the De^mrtmenl 
and in all prolmbility will be f^iven effect to them. 

, 1 now turn to the (jiiestiioi relatiiij^ tti the priie of (ptinine reirarding 
whic h Bnbii S. N. Mullik, in his usual style, H|H)ke with a certain amount 
of sarcasm. So far as the U«‘veiiue l>e}Mirlinent is concerned. I should 
like to make it clear to the ('ouncil that the Hevetiiie I)e{mrtmetit is not 
in I’.c least concerned hs to what the Medical l)ejMirtinc*nl di es'in the way 
of making free distribution c»f cpiinine. The Heveiuie l)e{)urtiiient is 
concerned with the revenue that we iiiiike. (fovei niuent did not 
think itself justified in sclhti^ i|tnnine at a rate lower than the market- 
rate, and for that reason the rate at which it was heiiij^ sold was considered 
hij?h h\ some of the nieiulMTs of this Coniuil, hut let me assure the 
lueiuhcrs that as a matter of fact h> a strun^''e (‘oincideuce the pnee of 
cpuniue is heinjf reduced from to-da\ frcuii Hs. 48 to Hs. 3(> pei pound 
for the simple reason that the nuiiket has come down. It is not w^hi, fur 
this ( ouncil to expc'c t (4o\ eriimefit tc» sell (|uinnie at u lc»wer rate than 
the market-rate. We are concerned with the leviuiiie derived, and I 
think it is in the hands of the I^jfislative ('ouiu’il to authorise the Medi* 
ful DejKWtmeut to make larffer 1***^ distrihiition of 

quinine. My department is ccuirerned with the revenue derived, and it 
would not he justified in selling cpiiniiie at u Ic»wer rate than the 
market-rate and in view of the present murket-nite, the c|uinine that 
was being sold at Rs. 48 jier |M>uiid will Im* sedd at Hn. •Hi ts*r |)ound 
w'ithout loss to the State from to-sluy. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: May 1 ask what is the nmt of 
manufacture P 

Tilt Htii’Mt Uit MAHARAJAOHIRAJA RAHAOUR tf 
iURDWANS It is roughly somewhere between Hs. 17 and Rs. 18 )>er 
pound. 

Now. before I go back to Ibe question of produt live and non-produc- 
live works. }4bink I should make a fiassirig refenmee to Babu Nalint 
Nath Boy's <^rge against the Gaair Rhal. 1 should like the members 
of this C 4 >unc 1 l to place the question of combating malaria or other 
diseases^ unfortunately common in this presidency, on a separate footing 
from ibe qu#tton of irrigation j;f»^rally. Irrigation worlts have ta tba 
past not always been made wiik an eyk as to wbetber it is going lo be 
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productive or non-productive. It ia one of the duties of the State to give 
facilities to trade in the province : whether in the competition for trade, 
Manchester goods or Livei*pool salt make larger profits than the industries 
In the province itself or what the promoters of the industries here can 
show,, is not a matter that can be prolitubi> discussed here. Th^ ques- 
tion is — Is it or is it not the duty ol the State to give facilities for trade 
and ('ommerce in the province if it is the duty of the State — and 
I say it is — in that case we are perfectly justified in reclaiming a bil, 
or u khal whether it is the Ciazir Khul oi any other, and it is to my 
mind u very nurrow view to take that btHuune this particular khal 
niuinly IxmehiH, aKording to the critic who brings this charge ugaiusi 
(ju>ei uineul, a ]>ai ti( ulur kind of trade, (io\ eminent should not improve 
that particular khul. 

Now let me turn to the (Jrund Trunk (anal, heiause I think 1 can 
diHiiiisM it wdth a few lemarks. Knowing lull well that no money has 
been proviiled loi any actual work loi thr (irumi 'Irunk C'anal, except 
for establishineiii and other charges that are necessary, j say 1 fail 
to undi'istund wiiy so niueli should i>e said ulxmt it now. 1 will submit 
to this ('ouiK’il at a later stage whethei in the piesent condition of the 
finaiiee of the province the w'ork should be proceeded with or not, but 
until that time comes we shall not be ju.stitied in providing any money 
% the actual work of the i^nal. 1 said lust year that as regards the 
d|gdgers the position was differeiil. We ordeied those dredgers wdiich 
we were under a lontraet to purchase, and <*ven if the (iraiid 'I'ruiik 
('anal project was not voted by this Council, we should still find sufficient 
work for those dreiJgers in this province. What is more, in the Mada- 
ripur Bil Route project, for the dee|>emng of w'hich we have provided 
about Rs. 8 lakhs and whadi has come in for a gmid deal of criticism 
from more than one speaker, 1 should like to p<3int out that in that 
provision we have included Uie w’orking of the dredger, liotuildihay, for 
six months and we have <-redited that amount towards the Grand Trunk 
(yanal project naturally, but it has lieen included in the Madaripur Bil 
Route this year for the simple reason that w hen you get u dredger you 
cannot allow the dredger to lie writhout doing any work, specially when 
under the contract you have got to see how the ilredger w^orks, and in 
the Mada/ipur Bii route we have got an excellent opportunity to see 
how the jieA' dredger can w'ork; for this rea.Hon and for no other reason — 
not for the choice language, that has lieen used by the two members 
who have got their eye more on the Bulli Bil than on the Madaripur 
Bil that this is the thin end of the wedge. When you get a dredger it 
is your duty to see whether it w'orks satisfactorily or not, and iir is for 
that reason and no other why money has been provided th this connec- 
tion. 

MMilvi IKIIAMUL HUQ: May 1 ask the lhm%U Member why the 
same dredger was not employed in the BhagicatKif 
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TIM Hm’M* tiM MAHARAJAOHIRAilA RAHAOUR af 
•UROWAN: 1 tliiiik ut preMoiki J will uoi reply tu the geutleiima w^ho 
t'oiueN (ruiu Murebiiinbaii uiid who tlul not pi at tirully at tend u HUitfle 
ineoting of the Standing (’ouiiaittei* he ii on. Hut 1 Mhall answer hifti * 
at a later stage why that wa» not possible. But let nit* tirsl of all* 
answer luy critics who hu\e lound tuult with the Mudaripui Bil route 

Weil, as will appear from 71 of wliat i.s culled the black IkHik — 
but 1 call It the grey Imok™ the Finuiuial Stuleuient, it will b<^ found 
that for the widening and deepening of the Mudunpui Bil route we have 
provided Ks. 7,H8,(KH) and that the sancUoned estimate has lieaii 
Ks. ld,G5,8l8. I may say, of (ouise, that the way in whu h the Buiigei 
is framed it is more intelligible io the Finance Department 
than to other memlH*rs. but .still abut 1 sas is this, that the Finance 
Department is very laigel\ guide<l b\ tin* tigures given to them. 

1 consider that instead of putting down Us ld,i>f),H18, Us. 
lakhs should have Ikmui put down for the simple reason that the 
oiiginul project of the Mudaripui Bil imite was estinmUni U 
cost Us. 32 lakhs, but the original e.Hliinate piovided b>r 173 leei 
of beil-vMdlli. Later on it was lound that it was not .sulhcienl and we then 
tiad to woik out with 27o feel bed-width, and this along with the qiies- 
tioii ot widening and deejwnmg ol the Bil brought up the estimate 
to Us. (>2 lakhs. Out of this Us. f>2 lakhs we have s|H-nt up to date 
Us. 53 lakhs, that is up to I!t20-2I 1 his year we are likely to •0!Kl 

something like Us. 4 to '» lakhs .Next \ear we hu\e providt>d forTbe 
completion of the project and we mu) pr4>bubl\ have to tome to the 
C’oumil again for a furthei grunt. Anyhow we have provided 
Us. in this year’s Budget, as I sunl, including the lonl for the 

working of a new dredger for six months, w hit h w ill help materially 
towards the deepening of the Mudaripui Bil route. Now', us everyone 
knows, this Bil route was started to shoiteii the dislunt'e betwettn 
Calcutta ami Assam, to facilitate trade and nolMKly can deny that we 
must, as a (fovtriiment, give facilities fi>r the improvement of inland 
trade. It would, therefore, lie a sunidal policj at the present moment 
either to criticise or to obstruct a proje<'t like the Madaripur Bil 
project, when we are, as 1 eaid, iieuniig completion; in fact all that 
remains of that projeid is the question of deepening. 

Now as regards the comments made by more than one speaker, 
epectally by Kumar Shib tShekbaresw'ar llay, there is no doubt that 
the present moment we have three unproductive canals in the province 
and only one productive canal. The three unproductive canals are the 
Midaapore Oiuial, the Hijlt Tidal Canal and the (Calcutta Ca|M>t*; 
and the productive canal is the Madaripur Hil route which brings 
us annually something near Rs. 2 lakhs. Now the reasons why the 
others art unproductive are the loUowing. In the first place when iheee 
canals were made sme 4B or fiO years ago~>if not more, I have not got 
the exact date before me — the Oovensment did not excavate them with 
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" tile idea of makiii(f profit out of them, but mainly for the imprarement 
of inland navigation. To give an instance, I shall only cite tibe Mi3> 
napore Canal. (Jovernment took this over merely as a famine relief 
work, and the reason that the total loss on it is so large is because 
interesjt has to he {laid on the capital cost which was borrowed from the 
tiovernrnent of India so that although the actual loss on the working is 
only Us. 4,(MI0 and (uld, the annual lf>SM comes up to Rs. 2,78,000 — the 
cost of the interest that has to he paid to the (loverninent of India for the 
loan. The same applies with equal force to the other two canals and 
l>ec 4 iuse under the new system we cannot 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Cnder what head of cxf>en. 
dilnie is this Iums of Us. 4. (KM) shown V I finil the amount is 

Us. 4,00,0(K) heiv. 

Tha Hon’bit the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR af 
BURDWAN: 1 th ink the Kumar himself gave me the head. 

1 am s|)eukiag of the Midnapoie ('anal and not id the ('alcutta and 
Ka^'icrn ('aiials which was Us. 4,()0.()(H) d'hesc are the figures, bilt J 
cannot for the monooit lay my tingio* on the isige. 'I'hese figures that 
we possess show (he actrrul Iosh in the forking of tin* Midna|N)re Canal — 
Us. 4,f>T(l and the interest on the lapilal is Us. 2, 71, (MW) whic h 1 think 
is included in (he figerres on page* I!). 'I'hat brings up the total loss on 
Hr Midna|M)re Cana) to Us. 2. 7S, ()()(). 

What 1 nieun to say is tins; would an\ mcrnlM*r of this ('ouncil 

seriously suggest at the present moment that in view of this bws we 

should c lose down the Midnai>(»re ('anal, (he Ilijli Tidal ('anal and the 
Calcutta and Kastern ('anulst^ ] do not think that they would suggest 
it for a irromtoi) (here Uai Uaiendranath ('huudhuri interrupted the 
Hon'ble Member, by putting a question which w’as inaudible at the 
UeiKirters’ table). 1 cdqect to this c'oiistanl interference, Sir, with my 
speech. After 1 have finished my sjjeec h and sat down 1 should be very 
pleased to offer any further explanations, if necessary. 

Now, Sir, what I say is this. In vjew* of all these facts it is not 
possible to label these works as prcnluctivc works, specially in view of 
the test under which we have got to label these works now. On the 
other hand, us 1 have mentioned, it would be* a folly and nothing short of 
a folly to'c'iiiisicler that any of these eaimls should be closed, 'lor the 
^Midna}K>re Canal alone irrigates about 80,(HK) acres of land and an 
imnieiisi> amount of crops is gmwn upon this area. 

Now as regards Mr. Hi joy Prosad Singh Roy’s cM»m plaint about no 
wo^ having lieen done for relief from Daniodar floods I should like to 
point out to him that the Defiartmeni does not think it to be neceaeary 
at the present moment to provide for very large items since we can go 
into the whole queetion when we take up the Damodar Canal project, 
li my friend, however, would turn to page 71 hb would find that the 
question has not boon entirely loat tight of and that ve hnvo in nl' 
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provided Ba. 65,400 for ex|)enditure on works in connection with miti' 
gating the effecte of floods. 

That is the amount that we can possibly spend during the coming 
year. I quite agree that until and unless we can work out the whole 
fhirnbdar Canal Pn»je<’t we can only nibble at the question. There is 
also the question of finance. Moreover. I have mentioned at an early 
stage that we are not able at the present moment to label the work as 
productive and we are not justifie4l in taking up the time of the t'outicil 
over this que.stion. I may jierstumlly say. houever. that 1 desire to see 
the work fini.sheil as it is a woik of great importance 

I think, Sir. that I ha%e mentioned practicnlly all the points which 
reipiire rt'ply. What I should like my «'nlieH ti» remernlnT hi 
connection with the irrigation projects is this; that howeversomnch we 
may desire to start new works in xiew of the present state of the finance, 
onr primary dut\ is Hist to complete the works that are now; in progress. 
Having done so, there would be ample time for us to hiok round and taki 
in liand others from the nuinbei of new works which we have got in 
the Schedule and which are axvaiting exe< ution As regards the (irand 
rrnnk Canal proje« t let no* assure (hem once more that (he (Jovernmeiit 
hine no desire to iinlulge iti anx lmnkx-|»unky alMUit this project ! am 
going to place the estimates before the (V>um il and the (’ouncil will 
have an opportunity to c<msider the matter and also to consider whetktr 
in view of the magnitude and the importam e of the work and also in vi#w 
of the fai t that w** can make it proiluctive (if xve can do so)— wheth^T or 
not we should proceed with the firojeit. Tf the (\uincil thinks that the 
work should Im* provided with, it would 1 m* prineeded with, but if th« 
Council thinks otherwise then the project will be abandfmed and in any 
(as**, the responsibilit X will lie on its shoulders. 

As regards the coinrnent or rather (he query of rny friend from 
Muishiilabad. I should like to jsiint out t«i him that there is such »i thing 
as expert opinion in these matters arul ex[>ert opinion is doubtful as to 
whe*hrr the ilredging the Hhagirnthi is within the bounds of possibi- 
lity. I think that question has lH*en gone into, and I do think it 
would do any giNwi to put one dredger ftii the Hhagirathi simply to give 
some satisfaction to those who think (hut the dredging work of the 
Bbagirilhi should be done. Hut I should like to point out that all tlieise 
niatteri which relate to the (|iiestiori of dredging in order to keep tip (cr* 
their nii^ks the navigable rivers <if the provin<‘e are always considered 
by the dejMirtment and the defnirtment is fully alive to the quesiion. 

There only one «»ther matter that I should lik** l«» refer befete I 
clone my remarks. Kumar 8bib Khekhareswar Ray in speaking upon the 
itrigaiion question asked whether in view of these works being lyipro* 
dortive, we should not have an expert brought out tnm Kngbilld to ifo 
into ike qnention to consider whether these iinprcMlttctiTe weiks 
ahoitld Wetofiped. I mm afrmtd I muni diangree with him for the simple 
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that ao lonjj: aa we are hound to pay this interest to the Oorem- 
,iiient of India no amount of expert rriticiAm ran rhan^re the aspect of 
thinffA. What i« more I think, the Kumar will be the first to admit that 
wr oau trarh in India an Kn^lish expert more than the Pm^^liah expert 
aiin tEftch UA in inaiterA of irrigation, heraune an English expert has no^ 
knowledge and experience of the rivers of this province or of liidia. 
these reasons, Sir, I think the Kumar’s suggestion is out of the bounds 
of possibility, 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT, POLITICAL, POLICE, 
antf LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon'bla Sir Henry Wheeler)*. 

Quite appropriately, most of the criticisms which liave lieen adduced in 
the course of the last two days have reference to the general financial 
position in the province, and according to custom, it is theFftiance Mem- 
ber who will deal with them. Following, therefore, the example of m\ 
lltm’ble (^dleagues, I will simply deal with the few specific pointi con- 
''ferning the <lepartinents with which I am connected, and I trust 1 may be 
able to do so briefly, the more so iM^cause regarding them I have spohen 
freipienily and fjuite re(*ently. 

The first group of criticisms of thin kind lias reference to the cost oi 
our establishments. We are tidd that they are o\er-staffed and over -paid, 
and that view has Ikhui pressed with some vehemence by Professor 
'*8. f?. Mukberji, Hai Itubadur Hadha f’haran Pal, Pui Habadur Ppendra 
Jiul Huy, Muulvi .MhIiIkioI) Ali and Maulvi Madassur HusAain. Taking 
the estaldisliinents whicli nrv at the lop of the tree, it is (*f (nurse (»b\ious 
that, as a result of the lleforms, the numln'r of the actual (iovernmenl 
has increased, but it is within the life-time of this (''ouncil that I ex- 
plained the reasons, Kith in respe<'t of MemlH*rs and Ministers, i>oiiit- 
mg out that we an* largely governed in this matter hv the decisiorif 
urrivad at by the Joint (’ommittee (»f the Houses of ]*arliament. Ajiort 
from (hat, it is surely clear that^admimstintion on jm^sent lines has added 
aAOrtuuualy to the work of (lovernnient. Past year there were flO sitHngr* 
of the I/f'gislative (’ouncil, and this year, if we are to continue at the 
present rate, tliat figun*s is likely to Ih* ext eeiled. (’learly the claims on 

time of the members of (lovernnient is much more than what was ex- 
peulatl of their jiredecessors. and the same may also be said aa, regardf 
eoniiniitaea. ..Hut apart from our numWr, we are told that we over- 
paid» and Babu Fanindralal Dey made a statement that our i|||fMries are 
at once the »nvy and the anuisemant id the whole riviiiaei] world^^ At the 
present day anything which brings a smile to a somewhat depressed 
worW is to b** welcomed, but I am afraid it would be but jdigT and sardo 
lUC which would <'ome over the faces f>f the recipienfh of these emo 

iuitH^I* whpn*they heard such a description, since they know full well 
i^at |*iy>^P<*<'ts and future reallv are. But another form of thh 
gmral criticfism is that (Joveniineiit has failed enlhryly to carry out the 
int#Dth>n of the Reform "^hefne in so far as dunn^ the first year pf its 
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exijitence it ha« not j»ef itwif «v«t4*matirnlly to loar down the existing 
M'.stem of admipistration, and one niemW gave n long list, covering the , 
wi<kwt field, of persons who are to he got rid of, while all to have theit 
pay reduced. The rharge is soinewhat .sweeping, and it is no use try- 
ing to discuss now details of the whole admini.stnif ion, hut I 
ppitii out ibat it was never tlie intention <»f the R^dorms Schemt that 
it should bring about a premature dissolution of the existing system, 
and safeguards werv* in fai t put in the tiovernment of India Bill which 
were intended to juTvent such a thing from hap|s*niiig ('oiniin(»bl\ ' 
with the responsibilities which are thrown ufxm u.s under the present 
system, we cfearly c<mhl not ac4ept smh a j^ropositinn. 

We have our old friend, the Ministers’ siilnries, again mentioned hy 
iwo speakers — I’rofessors Mukherji and Rai .Mahendra (’handrn Mitra 
Bahadur—but in view of the fn»'t that there was rec'ently a disrussioii 
nh-mt the mattei. and that it mn\ <*oiiie up again very sooi;, I hartlh 
think that 1 ne<Ml travel the ground oni'e more • m 

Rai dogendra (’hiinder fihose Bahadur has drawn attention to a 
perfectiv true and legitimate point, vir., tin* rost of the legislative 
Council. That is (diviously a result of the changt‘ of (lovernment brought 
aliout by the Refonics, ami in a few days more I am going to ask far a 
very substantial increase of the grant for travelling allowance of ineiiilnTS. 
Printing experis+'s the Council have also gone U[> very not it'enl)l\ . nnri 
the wh(de is an inevitable ron^Ilary of the system of (lovemmenf which 
has l)een deliberately adopted I shall have to sju^Hk more fully about 
this nmlter in cfuiiiectioii with a n*solution relating to the travelling', 
allowance (jf non-oflicial meinlMTs. Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur has put 
forward the pro|K»sal that first clas.s truNcIling allowances shmild in all 
cases Ih» reduced to se4‘ori(l class, Init that would lie a dej»artiire from the 
principle on which the.se allowances hme hitherto be<»n giten. While 
travelling nllowame is not intended to Iw a source of profit, if is intepdeo 
to meet the legitimate expenditure to which an officer is put when travel- 
ling in the style w Inch his position entitles him to, on the work of 8iatc> 
If an officer under these conrliticuis would ordinarily travel first f lass, anri 
we wiy we are only going to give him se4 f»nd chuss, we are either ilerogat- 
ing from his legitimate pfisition or asking him to make gmid from his 
private pocket what is properly a public charge. 

Anotler point I find in my list is raised by Rndessor S. C. Mukhufjg. 
It is thfJi^ question of the exodus to the hills. This ({uestiou waa de- 
iMited in|his Council, and subsef|uently to that we passed order* to the 
effect that the Seerelariat, os such, would not nmve to the hills; that the 
clerical staff jlbunld l>e cut down to a minimum, and that the duratioa o( 
the stay shoildbe curtailed. Theae orders have lieen faithfully ^rrind 
out, and in the present year’s budget the total ex|M*nditiire und^r thbi|H$ad< 
ctwnes up to Re. only. Diit of this, some Us, hdlOO 

Oovemor’aeetahlishment, and it is admitted on all hands that the! OovdUb 

or ihould go to the hill#. So, prartieaQyy it Is only « sum pf «ho«t 

' 
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H*. 34, (KK) which in the Clpenditure on thi« account, and if for tliat sum 
we do f^et the efficiency wliich we claim to lie the result of the move, thhn 
1 ])t 2 t it to Uie Council that even as a financial inveaimeut it ia noi a 
Lad one. 

liai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur has referred to the exceea- 
ive pay of the Bengal Civil Service, both in the Judicial and Executive 
branches. I would remind him that the rates were arrived at after a pro* 
trnctcd public discuHsion, and that the criticism levelled against us a1 
the time was that we had l>een mean rather than generous. 

There remains, Sir, my main subjec't — the Police. As usual, we 
have a general charge of extravagance voiced in different tones. We have 
IVofessor Mukherji’s complairii alwmt the “ preposterous expenditure on 
an over-pampeied iwdice; Hai Mahendra (’hundra Mitra Bahadur’s 
“ empliutic protest agairiHt needless exfjenditure Hai Radha Charan 
Pal Baha<lur’H suggestion that the expenditure is “ susceptible of reduc- 
tion Bttbu Fanindralul De’s lamentation over the police “ as u.sua» 
•hs(»rbing the lion’s share Hai Harendranath Chaudhuri’s groan that 
Iheie is no " pruning-knife ” applied to the polu'e, and Mr. Krishna 
(Mijitjdra Hay (’Immlhuri’s protest aguinsi l>eing asked to contribute to a 
ImkIv which simply exists for “the oppression of the raiyat” — all these ex- 
pit^hMoiis are familiar to us, and we have often dealt with them in ihit 
(Smncil, and I can onlv ie|H*at again that, judging by an\ test, whether 
by what obtains in other provinces or by the exj>erience of the officers 
<’onnected with the police, oi by theoretical grounds whiih render likely 
nil increase of experuliture under this head, we (uinnot admit the correct- 
ness of the theory that we are paying unduly in this res|H*( t. 

Passing to details, I may in the first instance say how much I appre- 
ciate the )MUsonitI n»fen*nces to my im|)ending retirement which have 
emanated from Kumar Shib Shekbareswar Bay and Kban Bahadur Ab- 
dus Salam, and for which I thank them cordially. Bui I am afraid thai 
this is rather the jam in which the powder in the prescription has lieeu 
enwrapped, and 1 can siarcely absorb the jam while ignoring the powder. 
1 would rather emleavour to |>oint out to the ('ouncil that the powder has 
Ihh'ii iioH'ited in the prescription under n wrong diagnoeis. 

The first complaint that has lieen made is aliout the want of official 
co-operation which is said to have manifested itself in the Police Retrench- 
ment roinaiittee. But that I think is a complaint which is sc'areely well- 
founded. Tliis Committee hits l>een sitting for w»iiie time, much 
in format ion which they have asked for regarding the pay and^tabliiih- 
ineiits of the Bengal and (Calcutta police has l>een given to them, at the 
vmi of much time and labour to the Secretariat, which i^I^^gain. means 
money. I find we have given them copies of the last three budgets, 
Mr. Gour1a^Y*s contribution towanis the hisUiry of the polif^e a|t Bengal, 
illf JtdtnCttmming's Imdure at the East Indian Aai^iation, the report of 
a lerent PoBce (>>mmittee in the United Provincea, of the Poliee Regula- 
tions, Bengal, and the report of the RaiiwajF«»,Poltc« Cumauitee. We 
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ha^ further ffiven them lon^ type written note* nhowinff the origin, fvne- 
ttCnSj *taff and cost of different branches under (he general head 
“ . Polioe. 1 1 pages ; the military poUce, 4 pages : 

the intelh^nce branch. 10 jiages: the district intelligence staff; 6 pages- 
thes^ial branch. Calcutta Hice. 4 pages; the criminal investigaUon 
de^rtinent, 15 pages; the p<»lice training schools, 8 pages;— a total 
of 53 tyj^ written pages. Then again we have ans^-ereil ({uestions re- 
garding the river police, 4 hy ns and 21 hy the Inspec tor-deneral f military 
police, 8 by us and 14 by the Inspector-Oeneral ; railway police. 14; 
criminal investigation department. 20; intelligence brunch, 12; 
district intelligence T. and the jkilice training school, 13. Thear 
answers to questions again run up to many pages. I submit, there- 
fore, that it cannot fuirlv he said that we have not done our l)est to meet 
the committee’s thirst for information. We were not prepared wiUi 
detailed answers regarding other provinces, and the statement that we 
gave an ansvver in that cfTc. t i- miHM t. Hut 1 put if in the P.miiril ♦ 
that that attitude was not unrcivsonahle. We do not know details 
of other provinces, and we have ,»<» li^.ht to call ui>on them to 
answer theoretical qucstifms of all kinds. We occasionally colled 
information from other provinces on jmints of fart, but thef»reti»nl 
answers n.s to the merits or «»therwise of svstems in other provini'cs- 
even if our ref|uesfs elicited them - would not lie of much use to us. A* 
regards the particular matter of the military imlice in Bengal, the point 
IS as fully dealt with in the n‘port of the Inst Poli<’e Pommisston which 
explained the existing rondifions here and elsewhere. We also put 
l>efore the committee, the reasons why the military indice were allowed to 
continue in Bengal. One obvious [Miint of difference MweCn this pro- 
viiic^ and, say, the United Provinces or the Pun jab, is that whereas mili- 
tary cantonments in both these piovinces are fairly numerous, in BengnI, 
outside Palcuttu and Darjeeling, we have no troops at all. 

Then we have lieeii tolil that the military pf>liee are obviously in ex- 
C6W of our re(|uirements lieciiuse never more than 200 men. out of 850, 
ware sent away from headquarters, and that only on one rwcaaion. I 
think the member will find on further examination of the papers that 
his figure of 200 is wrong, while he also overlraiks the facts that we have 
a substantial establishment permanently at Buxar. But is the riw^um- 
stance that the whole regiment was not on duty in isolated are«« of the 
province aiany one time any proof that the number is excessive? Rurely 
the t4iat is father of a no^el character. It was only last year that we hai* 
the officer in Command of the regiment at Daci a shrieking at the may in 
which his forqe was being scattered all over the province, leavtag the 
reserve at T)acca itself absolutely inadequate had any incident occurreo 
necesaitatiiig its employment, TTiere must clearly he a reserv*c of forc^ 
to deal with an emergency should it arise. Again, bearing in mind the 
that Autaide Oaicnttf and Darjeeling we have no troops in the pfo*, 
▼iwoe, Im al^ aetual exp«rtence, it ia faf from the fact that this force k 
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to excesH of our re(iuiremeiit«. In fact 1 have been pressed to locate 
siiecial forces in the mill areas over and above the battalion that is tc 
be found «t Dacea. 

The third charge, and the last, of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray has 
referer](?e to the excessive nuuibei of i^mies (28) that are to be found a1 
Sarda, an<l I take it the (’ouiudl will have gathered from his speech that 
he has succeeded in unearthing the avrful scandal that tie local officerj- 
were enjoying jiolo and fiigsticking at (ioverninent expense. 

1 am sorry to disappoint him. The facts w'erc reported by the local 
officers to (iovernrnent in Noveml>er, 1920, and 1 will read w'hat was then 
said : — 

At present there are 15 iKirroanent and 17 tetnjxirarv syevn for 32 horB<;s sanctioned 
lor th* ('ol|e{{t‘ A< <‘oiditiv( to the H<‘ttle 4if <tiie hurM* for 5 prohationers so nianv 
aninialM will not Im* no' etkury n*xt year I ho obvious cour.'S* would be to dispose of the 
exlfii ntiinfier, but these are s|mm iaii> trained aiiitnalh and it would he a pity to 
stdl all «-\trn horses «t u tune for any pric<‘ they may fetch I am accorilingly 
instriK tinit the fViinipal to cIis[>ose of 4 disahled and old horses and to ( iirtail the 
niiinlH’r f»f teiii|K)rary syceN hy 1 It M-enis to me little iiw* selling more Imrses just 
tor this one year and then huy uKuin in l!>22 when rnruilment will l*e open again, 
riie price of horses has gone up (sinsiderahly and we shall have pay liigh prie<*s to 
refill our stable I'uking all tfiew fails into consideration 1 recommend that the 
remaining l.T lein|Mirary syces be retained 

'riiat is the simjdc rcfxirt of the position whicli was received at the 
time from the officers concerned. They took tlie view, and it is a reason- 
ithle view, that looking to the fm t that the nuinlM»r of men under training 
was ahiiorinally low, and would in all proliahi)it> go up. it wtie nojt, wise, 
merely on account of u temporary incident of that kin<l. to reduce a stable 
which rmghl soon ha'e to he huilt ufi again when conditions }K*carne nor- 
mal. Hut I am perfectly willing to put down any extravagance that ran 
he discoveied. and I will in(|uire whether in view of present cintim- 
stances the existing stable should he retained during the ensuing year. 

I have only two other small points in connection witli the police; one 
is that of Dr. Ilaridhnn Dutt who has ijuite intelligihly lw*en misled hy 
(he pajiers. He refers to a lump provision of Hs. l.h4,(K)0 under the 
Presidency Police against which it is ifoted tliut further detaiia are not 
availahlc, ami he argucN tli.it if wi» cannot give details, clearly that 
amount might he saved. In the first place 1 would point out that this 
refers the Hudg<*t of 1921-22. and not to the Budget of the ensuing year, 
while I enn only imagine that if details won* not available it was due to 
a mistake of the Department under my llon hle Colleague. In connection 
with the hudgf't of bust year memhers will nn'fignise this printed state- 
ment which 1 hold in my hand and which was then circulated containing 
full details of this lump proviaion. and it is to that statement that the 
footnote should have referred. 

The last point that I have to mention is that raised by Rabu Indu 
Bhushan Diilta, who says that we have not paid attention to the rvcotn- 
mandations of a ha'a) committee at Dacca to substitute a non-commiafttOAedl 
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Iiiiiitii oflScer for a European sergeant. It is true that that suggestion 
made, but so far as I know it was never pursued. Tn any case the 
sum involved is trifling, though I will have the matter examined. 

That closes the detailed points which I find mentioned in my notes, 
and I would only in rondusion make one general remark. The point 
that has struck ms more than anything else ns important in thi'> dehate, 
in the course of which we have heard so nun h of the demands \jpon our 
resources ami of tlie need for retrenchment, is the striking disproportion 
between our total resources and the demamK wliirh are expert^al t»> Ivr 
fulfilled from them. The important fa«*tor in the vitmmoii this. Wc 
have a provinee of 4o million people nr moT»\ and we arc seeking to run the 
administration on a revenue whi< h on tlie pieseiit srale fiuc»uates hfdween 
Its. 0 and 10 cron's. that is, under t‘T million That is tin* pretlominating 
fact which can never he overlooked Speaking in (he hioad<*vt way. in 
the old days— in the pre-war <lnvs the administintion of tlo‘ province was 
conducted hv a sfuall estahlishment of more highlv trained men. super- 
vising large estahlishment'^- chulcal. menial and »>t)»ers of «hich the 
( ost was. on the uhole, clieap That being the ’>vstcm. tlo* resources at 
the disposal of the provirree wop* stifticient tr> meet the elementaT V esm*n- 
tials of administration an<l to allow a small maigin from uhii h. \ear 1^ 
year, a certain amo\int of prf»gress u.»s offer tc<| progn*ss m»( nearly so 
rapid as the officers in rhnrge of the .'idministjation would have liked to 
ha'c seen, hut sjjll irt Tirwmal < ircumstam-eH progress tf> a r'crtain extent. 
Now unfortunately that p<»siti(.ii has been ^cry huge}\ r hangc«l Since 
the war the cost of Ihcse estahlishment'-. uhi< h if! (lie earlim jhiys was low, 
has gone up and has ahsorlMo] a far lnrg«*r portion of on? resourcr-s, which, 
on their side, ha%e not gone nri in a cot responding degree, and lo make 
matters wfWse. in addition to the fact that the margin between the ner ew*. 
ary e.xpenses of administraf nm anri im iufie has been so refhn ejl, we have 
an enormous expansion in the rlemaiols arid expectafioni whi»h have 
arisen. On tlii** small im-ffme of something like i'T million we are iK’ing 
e'qu rterl to g^ive in (his provimr* of to million }M‘Ople an administration oi 
a highly developed western standanl. and although the eom lnsion is an 
unpleasant one. I put it to the ('ouncil thnt it is not jHissihle to reconcile 
these two facts. It is j^wfeetlv ofum to the rfw ner of a caniage to feel it ro 
an nhominnhle shame that he cannot travel at the jmee of a motorcar, and 
he may in the hope of achieving greater sju*ed whi^ up his horses even to 
the danger of a breakdown or an upset, Hut the fact remains that until 
he can afford a motor car he will have tr> 1 m* rontenl with tlie slower purr 
of a carriage. The analogy holds grrml in fwovinrial finani e, even though 
in that connection some of our critics may advrs ate the ftirflie? exfM*dient 
of starving the coachman. But. Sir. the truth of this comlusioii 
undeniable, and it seems to me to influence the whole debate and aP 
the criticisms of the kind whuli we ha%e he.od in the ccjiirse of this 
debate, 
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this year has }M»en mercifully short atifl I shall enfleavonr to be short 
in my reply uImo. My collea^fues, the Ministers and Members, have 
dealt with the matters affecting their departments and it only remains 
for m^ to discuss a few penerul pfu'nts in connection with the financial 
itutement. As 1 said when I introduced the Budget, the financial 
juisitioii of the B<'f»|jal (ioverimient has l>een discussed threadbare in 
recent months, and there is very little that is now to be said about it. 
It was to he exjH'cted that the (juestion of retrenchment would take 
the leading place in the remarks made hv various speakers on the 
Budj^et. I do not coiufilain of that in the very least — it is very natural 
ill the circumstances having lepaiil to the situation in which we are 
placed--- hut 1 do think that some acknowledgment iniprht have been 
made of the fact that hitlicito wc have always met the Council in the 
matter of r(*trcnchmcnt inquiries. Ketreiudiment , of course, is an entire- 
ly diffi»reut thin^,^ from economy. Economy we are practising all the 
time. We have been firactising economy hy ff>rce of circumstances 
for many vears. and we an* now adepts in the art. But retrenchment 
means a definite ciirtailnumt of the actiMtics of (iovernment or a definite 
reiluction (»f the pay enjoyed 1>\ the slaff employed hy Government. 
This ((uestion of retrenchment was first mooted hy Hahu Surendra 
Nath Mallik at the first meeting which was held in Fehruary, 1921. 
I then suggested to the (^mn(•il that if was premature to go into the 
question of retrenchment until we had further experieiu’e of the work- 
ing of the reformed const itui i«m. and until our financial position was 
more settled. 1 promi.sml, however, that Government would not be 
oh.structive and would not enneeal anything and that it would meet 
the (\uincil in every jni.ssihh* wav in satisfying it as to the propriety 
of its expenditure proposals. I also f>ointed out that as the Council 
enjoyed large |M>wer.s of <(Milrol over the expenditure of Government, 
it would he very foolish of us to try any ohstnntive tncties or to 
eonceal any malerial points from the ('num il. Mr. Mallik thereufmn 
withdrew his resolution. But we hacr the same question up (several 
times Inter on in cimnection with proposals like the abolition of Com- 
inissionerships «)f Divisions and the reduction of expenditure on the 
police, and in order to meet the (\iuncil’H wishes we appointed com- 
mittees to into these qiie.stions. These eoiumittees are still sitting 
and they have not yet submitted their report .s. I gather that it will 
lie some time In'fore their r«»por1s are submitted; and we have not Had 
the advantage of eousidering the rt'|Mirt.s in connection with the Budget 
now Wfore us. M hud another pnqiosal for a general retrenchment 
committee before us at the meeting which wun held at the beginning 
of December last. I then |^iiiil**d out (he old ohjectiiHia to a laripe com- 
mittee of this kind endeavouring to cover the whole field of Oovem- 
mani activities I suggested, howfiver. that we could meet the 
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w'nhM of tkoee members who desired to satisfy themselves about iha 
possibility of retrenchment in our expeiulituxe by inj*tructinfr (he 
standing committees to scrutinise the de|)urt mental budgets and U 
report to the Councils what retrenchments and eiotiomies were 
{Mmsible. That suggestion of mine was received with applause. It 
was acted upon and the stumliiig comiiiittees ha\e l>een carrying out 
the functions assigned to them with lesults winch everybody knows. 
Now we are told that the standing committees were not suitable foi 
their job, that they were o\erwhelme<l by the otiicials and the heudf 
of dejwrimeiits and that th(‘\ had no chance of expressing their views. 1 
find it difficult to believe that this state of affairs really prevaihnl on 
any standing tommitlees whn h nu ludetl sut h independent memhers 
as Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Itay, Itabu Indu Ilhushan Dutta and 
Kishori Mohan (.’haudhuri and othei-s. I’he standing tominittees no 
doubt quite rightly listened to (he exjH*rt oflicial advice and informa- 
tion which was placed l)et«iie them The\ would indeed have acliul 
recklessly if they had done otherwiNe, but 1 must tle< line to believe 
that the standing committees weie over-awed by tin* hemls of de|>art- 
ment.s in the manner which has been suggested in some nf tlie speerhes 
that were made ve.sterday. 

Now we are told by my friend Uai Nibaran ('handm Das (lupit 
Hahadiir that he wants a general relremhment (oinmiilee with a 
different angle of vision and a wider outh»ok. lie had a lesidulion 
on the pai>er to this effect the other day, hut he did m»t I’ome to move ii 
nor (lid anvbodv else move it in iiis behalf I was piepared to discuss 
the point if the resolution had lH*en moved, hut 1 have no time to go into 
that matter at length to-day, and 1 m^ed not repeal in detail iny 
(dijei'tioiis to general retrern hmiuil committees attempting to cover 
every field of (»overnm(‘nt activities As 1 have told the (‘oiimdl 
l>efore, I fear that sui h a general njtrem hment coinmillee trying to 
cover the whole field the administration would find it im|M>ssible 
to come to any definite ('om lusijm within ariv period tliai is measiir' 
able by months if not h\ years, ami also Unit a general retrcnchm(*nt 
committee, like (he standing ('ommillees. is mm h more likely to 
recommend an incriuvse in exjienditure than retrenchment. 'I’he fact 
is that retrenchment committees have nothing to do with angles of 
viaion or wider outlooks or anything of that kind. Some fieople 
to think that we have in the Secretariat. hM’k(*d up in some almirah, 
a magic wand called retrenchment, and that if the (loumil only gfK»H 
oil appointing relreiichrrM»nl conimittees, one of these committees w ill 
•ome day find that magic wand. But unfortunately there is nothing 
magic alniut the quest if>ii of retrenchment , It is a matter of dull 
plodding inquiry dealing with proposition atatemetits, scales of ««U- 
blishment and things of that kind, and finding out whut work par- 
imular people are doing and why they have to Im» fwiid certain rates for 
doing it. That is the only form of retrenchment inquiry that could 



.154 DLSCl'KSlON OV THK BUlXJET. [isx Ujjl. 

pciHAibly do any good ; but it is a form of inquiry which means months 
of hanl work for those who lake it up and I think the Council will do 
well to weigh the prohubilily of aii\ HatiHfaclory result l)efore it imposes 
any lalHiur of this kind upon any coinniittee. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 point out to 
the lion’ hie Meinlier the 8ue<ess wiiich the Geddes' Committee ha^ 
achieved in Kngland? 

ThS Hon’bis Mr. J. H. KERR: I will deal with the (ieddes’ Committer 
shortly. The exiHuience of the l'olic<‘ Retronchraent Committee in 
Hengal confirms what I have said about the difficulties of Retrenchment 
(’oinrnittees in general. 

1'lie only definile suggest foi i et rencliinent that we have ha<i 
hef(ue us in flie couise <d this deliate are those relating to the reduction 
of the Hulurics of ofhreis. Sir H<*nr\ Wheeler ha*, aliearly discussed 
that |H)int and I need not go into it at aijy length now. I will me^relv 
reniiiid tin- ConrK-il of (he tiguii's that I ga\e when I introduced the taxa- 
tion Hills Ncitlu'!’ this ( ouncil nor tiic Hengal (Jovernment have aiiN 
coni rid o\ei the Hahuies of Imperial offirer.s, and imtreover, if we 
proceeded to disband tlu* finiH'iial St‘r\ i( es in the province to-morrow 
the immediate financial relief would be nothing at all. On the other 
hand, the Coiiiu il has \ei\ full powers ot omliol o\»‘i the salaries of 
the I’rovincisil, Subordinate and Ministerial Services, and if arnhodv 
lias un> piio tical piopos.il to make reganliiig letuMi. hmetii fai as 

these services aic coimcii, cd. it is ojhti to him to la> his pio|H,salw 
before this Councrl either in eoiinection with the demands for grants 
or by spci lal ic^olMti<uis [ ,hmbt \ei\ much. howe\er. w)u*tlier the 
major ity ot the member^ of the (’oum il ieall\ desui* a drastic reduction 
in the pa> ol llo'se sci\i«es As luis been evplained in this Comicil 
(»ver and over again, (he readjustment (»f the ]>ay of those services wa^ 
long ovei-due heloie the Ueft.ims u,ic tliouirbt of ami that is a point 
of view against whnb I have not \et beard an\ ^alnl aiLTunicnf given 
In these ciriMiintfUincea, it seem® to me rather unreasonable to blame 
<Jo\einnicnt In* uns<‘ neitlu'r the stamling ('onjuiitt<'s‘s rmr an\lM»dy else 
have been able to make any proinwrals for retrenchment other than thoae 
which (io>enimeut has already devised for itself. It seema to Ik* sug- 
gested that.if the officials would only c o oja'i-ate, the noii-official» would 
he able to do something May 1 suggest that the reason for the attitude 
of the officials in this matter is not >heer unmitigated obstinacy, hut the 
fact (hut they know the fails of the case and ftvl honestly (‘onvinced in 
their own mind.s that it is not jH^snible to suggest anything feasible likely 
Ur produce any gn at n^sult I would ask any memlK*r of this Council 
who wishes to pursue this n'trem hment question further, to have a quiet 
half an Irnut's talk with ai'v lend of a di‘|»;»rl mcni . alscit the iu*i*ds of his 
department, the InsfHM tnr-General of Police, the Surgeon-General, 
Director of Puhln Health un>lMMly eU* I should ver\ surprts^Mi 
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if after that interview the member of Council did not come away with hu 
ideaa somewhat changed about the possibility of retrtMiidiment. As 
I have said betore, the Finance Department have pruned the Budget 
ruthlessly. Heads of departments use stnuiger language than tins about 
our action, and 1 liave very little doubt that if given a eluim e they would 
impress their \iews on this Council or un\ reli-em InuenI committw of (lie 
Council. It has been suggested that we should go in for heroi(‘ mea- 
sures such us have reeently Imhmi projoumled in Knglaml hv the (lethles‘ 
(’ommittee. But can it he seriously contended that (onditions an* the 
same or that there are the same opiautunities for heroic measures in 
Jtengal as in Kngland? The (i«*dde.^‘ Coininittee were dealing with v 
budget of about a thousand million pounds sti-rling; here in Bengal our 
budget is about seven million |Kiunds, a mere fraction td the British 
budget. We have to provide <»ut of that budget for the pulilie adminis- 
tration <'f a presidency containing a iKipulntion \(Tv much thp same us 
that of Kngland and it stands to rea.son- I think it is impossible and it 
would be unnuiMimible to expe< t anything heroic fnmi tlw endeavours 
of any rctrenchuiciit committee liowever zealous and eager tbe\ might 
be to bring about (*conomy. Moreover. 1 may remind tin* (’oum il that 
there ire (juestions looming over our beads like the separation of the 
judicial and executive which 1 fear will do far more than sw allow up nn> 
small retrcnchiiu nt that we might be able to effect in our existing wale 
<}( expenditure. I agree that even if our finances are put on a sound 
footing wc must (ontiniie in «*very wav to strive forecononi>, but for tlie 
reason wf u b I baNe given I have no great bo]u*s of any large measures 
of retrencbmeiii l•^'l^g found ]>o.**sible However, as J havi* said, we b;ni» 
always so far endeavoured to meet the Cs.unei! in regard to pro|>oHals for 
retrenclinx'nt imiinne.s wbi) b have been pul before us, and we art* auxu us 
toeontiaue tin* same course. If then aiuone b.is an\ fiirtlo r idt'as wbidi 
he wishes to vennhiti* on the subje< t, let him hung them up l»y all mums 
at the prnjHT time, and we will see wliat we <an ilo to me»*t them But a 
retrenebnu nt imiuirv properlv uimed out will be a matter of months a! 
the very least, and will not help us in eonnei-tion with our present budgrt, 
Now I will turn briefly to tiie general leinarks that ImNe bef*n made on 
the Budget. I am grateful to those meinlMrs wlio have accepted the 
view that this Budget is not a lomplete Budget, and that our fiiianciii! 
and a^iinistmtive programme should not nKeive final judgment until 
we have an op;H)rtunity of putting our further jiroriosuls before Hie 
Council. I Hilly admit that even if we get our taxation prols,saU 
thmugh the (’oum il in their pres<*nt fonn, we shall have onl\ a slender 
surplus, hut 1 leave explained to the Cfuineil the iiiannei in wbic h we 
pnJpose to make the liest jiossible use of that surplus. .M a later stage 
I hope to he aide to explain our pm|>osals in furllier detail, hut I ( aniiot 
do that to-dav. But the Council may he sure that these proposals will 
oa|Ui| l>efore it for t onsidenition in due course. Tender the rules, Wth 
our proposals tor a loan \nAu y and our projifisals for the allocation and 
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expenditure of any aurplu* that we may pet, must be placed before tbf. 
(V)un< il for approval. But a« somebody suggested yesterday, it is no 
use counting our chickens before they are hatched, so I am sure the 
(Council will agi‘< e that it is !ir» use going into the matter further at pre- 

Mr. Krishiia (’handra Ray Cliaudhuri made several suggestions for 
new forms <»f taxation. I am not myself jirepared to go as far as he 
would like in »he matter of robbing hen*nK)flts, and I think that the feel- 
ing of this Fouiicil and of the country will j>n)bahly be that the time has 
not yet f'ome when we can go if» for radical ptx»posals of this kind. How- 
ever, as I told the (Vmncil before, we have decided to take up the question 
of death iluties end I hope that we shall be able to apiK)int a committee 
to me<*t after iliis (^rnincil s4*ssion is over to g(j into tliut (jU(‘8tion, where- 

we shall ha\e, T hope, a rewrve of further funds which we can obtain 
if it is the desire of (his Couneil to go in for a policy of expansion in those 
departmenis wliich the (’oiincil regards with most favour. 

Then my f liquid Babti Kishori Mohan ('Imtidhuri said this taxation 
oiight to have Iso a iin]M»sed last year, but 1 would remind him that lust 
year our finaue.al jiosition was still ruieertain; we had still luqws then of 
getting ade(|unte financial assihtance from tlie (inv<*nunent of India, and 
7 do not think it would have been wisecui our part to put taxation pro- 
|M>snls before the Council, until we were sure that they were* ahMiliitcly 
unitvoidahle, I mn much com-erned to henr tliat somel)od\ has hren 
calling Uahu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri a Bolshevist. I f annot imagine 
any description mon* inappropriate to iny MMierable frinid than that term, 
hut I am afraul (hat though Babu Kishori Mohan (Uiaudhuri is not a 
Bolshevist, he is a ]K*ssimist of (he w’or8( type. He assumes (hat we are 
going lo he disapiMiinted in our estimates of revenue next year; that our 
taxation seliemes are not going to hnng in even as much as we have 
ventured t4) anticipate on oui^designedly moderate ( alculations, and that, 
ill fart, everything is going as badly as |H>ssihle for us during the eoming 
year, Sevi'ral e ther speakers liave been inclined to take the same view. 
This is a jioint <f view' which |sM)pIe arc apt to take when they wake 
up in Uie middle of the night and begin to think alsuit their troubles. 
They are apt at that time to hnik at the flarkest side of things and to 
reflivl on* what is going to huppim if every thing timis out had^v and 
nothing goc^ well. But, as a rule, when they wake up in the morning 
they are able to see things in their proper light. They are able to reflect 
that there is a ulver lining to the darkest eloud and that things are not, 
on the whole, likely to go badly for all time. I would like to suggest 
seriously that there is no renwm for the unmitigated gloom and de- 
^in^ssion which have marked several of the sj»eechea which we have heard 
here during the last two days. There might l>e some justiflcatioB for 
it. if the Budget as it stands, with its deficit of Ks. 120 lakhs, was the 
final word to be said w ith regard to our financial (ioeition,'hut that is not 
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^^the case. The ( ouncil have, I D»ust say, tiu kled the situation luanfuUy 
and have agreed in principle to the imposition of taxation to meet our 
(lifficultici. Wc. shall have opportunities next week of discussinf 
the taxation propi>sal8 in detail, but I cannot imagine that the Council 
is going to abandon the jxisition which it has taken up, or to relax it?* 
efforts to put our finances on a sound footing. We have come through 
a thoroughly bad year; we have la'en disappointed m>l only in our ex- 
pectations of a icvision of the Financial Settlement Inch wrmld ine<»t 
our difficulties, but our levenues for various reasons have fallen 4 iff, 
and even w^ith the aid of substantial retrenehment. we have be«*n unable 
to make our accounts balam e. The year is nearly over and let us ho[K» 
that we Nhall have better times in the future. We have, 1 take it, 
resolved to face the situation, and even at tlie risk of incurring sc»me 
[KTsonal unjKifinlarity we have decided to ask the country to incur 
sacrifices in (»rdci to put the (iovernment of this prcsitboicy in a position 
to carry out its rc8ponsihiliti<‘s The Council has decided to raise more 
money in <»r(Ier not merely to cover our deficit, but also to >;i\<‘ us a 
small working Mn]»liis on the basis of which wi* can gfi in for a |Hdi<‘y 
of expansion 'I'hat being so, I ]Mit it to the Council lliat then' is at 
least a pros|H‘ct lliat a month hence w(* shall be in u mueh better ]M»sition 
than at any tree since the Heforins w'«*re inaugurated, and it is surely 
a mistake for us U' go about pulling long faces and utt^uing lamentutions 
about our woeful plight To put the matter on the lowest ground, 
this sort of thing is not likely to strengthen our credit on the money 
mark<‘t I atrr*'e that fa( ile optimism will do ns no good, l»ut neither 
will unrelieve pessimism. VV'e have to frame our Ituilget for the eoni* 
ing \ear on fa< ts as we fitid theiii. Taking the ji^isifiori as a whole we 
are jusfifi((i in anlit ipating some iinpiovement over the riuolitions of 
the past 12 months and at least tlie appn»ach of a leturn to a iiion* normal 
stale of affairs In the long run tliaf view will justify itself; that is the 
principle on whnh we liave framed this Iludget. and on whieh we liaiic* 
our expei'tatifuis for the future if onr taxation tiroposals go througli 
in the fonn in whieh we re<f»riiniend. I ask the Council then tf» accept 
our estimates efter giving them their best c/msiderution and to regard 
them as lieiug, at any rate, the best forecast of the situation that we 
ran make at the jrresent moment. 


Adjoumintiit 

The ('ouncil then adjourned till ‘J i*.y. cm the 2nd March, 1922, at 
the Town Hall, ('alcutta. 
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ProoMdingi of tha Bengal Legislative Ceuneil assemMed under the'' 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

Thk Counril m<*t in th«* (Nmncil Chamber, in the Town Hall, 
(’alciitia,* at *'1 p.m. on 'I'hnrH<lay. fhe 2n<l March, 1922. • 


Present: 

The I)ef)nty-I*rcsi«lent in the (’hair, the llon’ble tlie four Members of 
thi' Kxec'utive ('ourxil, the Hon’ble the thr€*e Ministers and 93 nomi- 
nated and elected iiM'mbcrs, 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Free fisheries. 

207. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS (oi Will the llon’bie 
tlie Me!n))er in ( liurjfe (»f the Department of Hevernie (band Hevenue) 
he pleased to state — 

{{) whetljer there are free fisheiies in I.ower llen^Ml ; 

(ii) if so, in which of the jlistiicts the fislieries ar(‘ free; 

(tit) in wliich of the districts (loveriiment defiv(*s revenue from 
fisheries ; 

(tr) in whiili of the «lis(ri<ts fisheries are held urubu permanent 
set (lenient ; and 

(rt in what kimls of livers fisheiies aie free; 

(h) Are the (iovernment <t>n,sidennjj: the desirabilitv of derivin^^ any 
revmiue by leasing out (he fisheries which are free? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the ne^rative. will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to stale the reasons? * 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE! (ths Hon’bis the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(o) As the phVase “ free-fisheries ” is ambijfuous aiul has not l)een under- 
stiMHi in the same sense b\ all District Oflieers in replying to the 
im|uiry made by the Hoard of Hevenue, the information obtainiH} is not 
complete. In the following replies by free fisheries are meant fisheries 
whieh are not included within |»erinam*ntly or temporarily settled estates 
and for which no revenue has been assesswl by (Government. 

(D and (li) Yes, in the districts of Htwighly, Howrah, 24-Parganas, 
Khulna (Sundarlwns), Hakarganj, ('hittiigong, liajshahi, Dinajpur and 
Malda. 
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^ (Hi) The replies received are not clear, hut, assuming that the 
question refers to fisheries forming separate estates for which revenue 
is paid to Governiuent, it appears that G4>vernment derives revenue 
from fisheries in all hut one or two districts. 

(tv) Assuming that the question refers t(» fisheries forming separate 
estates under permanent settlement, it appears that there are such 
estates in the followbig districts: — 

Burdwan, Birhbum, 24-Parganas, Nadia, Jess<»re, Dacca. Furidpur, 
Bakarganj, Chittagong, Noakhali, Itangpur and Jalpaiguri. » 

(r) Genenilly sj»caking, it is in tidal or imvigahlo rivers that free 
fisheries exist. 

(b) This is not at present under con.sideration. 

(c) The question has been considered in the past. If free fisheries, 
as defined above, were leased out, it wouhl involve the realisation from 
fishermen of dues which they have not paid in the past aqd «>f which 
(mly a part would he rec^ ivetl by (iovernnient. Fishermen as a ( lass arc 
poor, and Government were averse to making them jMiy when they wM're 
in»t d( ing^ so hpf<»re. 


Promotion from Bengil Civil Sorvioo to iiitod pooti. 

208. Rii PYARI LAL D088 Bihidur: t/n Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state 
wh<‘lhei )\v h.j*^ JCMMVrtl A (lip of thf iwolution of the Indian I/egislati\e 
Asseii hly i eeomnieriding the imrioMliale filling tiji of one-to;i''fh of the 
vacancies in the post of superioi Male of Indian Civil Service in every 
province h\ promotion from the ranks of the Fiovim lal SeivieeV 

(h) If, so, what stejis. if any. the (ioverinnenf have taken or are going 
to take to give effiM t to the afori's.tnl resolutirui 

(r) Will the H on 'hie the Member be pleasfMl to lav on tlie tabb' a 
statement showing- 

(r> the total number of |M*rmanent District and .\dditional .ludges 
in Hengal. 

(1/1 tlie number that is reserved for, or listed open t4», the nieiiiWrs 
of the .Iudi< ial Branch of the Bengal Civil Servii eJ* 

(ii) Are the Govoniment considering the advi^uhility of increasing 
the miml>er of these listed posts at once? 

(O Is it a fact that the (iov eminent have iccently afq/oinU*/! s<mie 
junior civilians of (J to 8 years' standing reverting < ertairi sulKirdirmte 
judges who held these jjosts for im»re than a year? 

if) Are the (fovernment considering the desirahility of filling up 
iheoe temporary additional judgeshipa by the appointment of aulM/rdi* 
nala judgea vesteti with the powers of an Aaaiatant Seaaiomi Judge? 
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(g) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
fact that the old system, under whioh the iiiunsifs, befoj-e their confirm- 
ation, used to be employed from time to time and thrown out of Govern- 
ment serv’iee when their offieiatinff appointments ceased, is still bein^ 
followe<l in the Judicial Itramhes of the Ben^jal Civil Service? 

ih) I'm it not a fact that under the recent reor^fanization of the service 
on time si-ale this Hyslem has been abolished and that all the officers, 
immediately after their first apjroininierits and before confirmation, 
should he employed as prohat ioners, ».c., as whole-time Government 
officers; and should draw imrement of pay as provided therein? 

(i) Are the (iovernrncrit coiwideiin^ the desirability of employing? all 
the munsifs wh<» are now on the offlciutiiij,^ list as probjitioners without 
any further delay? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (^/) Yes. 

ih) and id) 'riie matter is under consideration. 

(c) 1'he iiutnbers are a»« follow's:-- 
(f) 'rhirty-one. 

(ff) Five. 

(f) Two junior civilians of between b and (S yoarM’ stundinjr were 
recently a|»f)oint(‘d, one of whom had already acted as an additional 
judge before the vacation, lleversions of certain sulMmhnate judges 
were due to the return of a nuiuher of senior j\jdges from leave and 
deputation. 

(/) 'I’he filling up of certain existing vacancies is at present under 
consideration. 

(p) Yes. 

{h) The' system of employment of probat iemers has not yet been 
finally sanctioned. 

(i) The cpiesticm doe.s not ariae at present. 


LMdHnen Apprerltioct. 

m. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the IIonTde 
the Member in charge of the Murine IVpartment l>e plea.sed to state 
how the leadMiien apfirentiees for the Port of Calcutta arc* recruited? 

(h) Does there exist any racial re.striction in thc» selection of the 
•pprentic*©*? 

(r) What is the rate of time-scale of pay they re<'eive? 

(d) Will the Hoii'ble the Memlier Ik* pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Harlnnir Masters in employment at piT.sent in 
the Port of C4Urutta ; 

(ft) the prof'edure for their recruitment ; and 
(tti) the rate of pa\*ment they nreive? 
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MEMIER in eiiai«t of MARINE* DERAitTMENT (tiM H«i*bto 
^Mr« tl« H. Kmt)S (a) The member is referred to the rules published with 
ihu Government notification No. 127 Mne., dated 22nd Aupust, 1921, a 
copy of which has Wn jjlaced in the Lihrurv. 

(h) No. 

(c) The rates of jniv at prentmt are ns ftSllows : 

Ijeadsmen apprentices. Us. 107; 2nd Matrt Itvidsinan, Us. l:{r>; 
Ist Mate leadsman. Us. 100; 1st Mute lead.Kman (Passed for Mate IMolK 
Rfl. 175. 

The Government of India have sanctioned itu n'os^'d rates with effect 
from Ist April, 1922: — 

Ijcadsmen apprentices. Us. 200; 2nd Mate leadsman, Us. 2f)0; 1st 
Mate leadsman. Us. ‘UK); ls( Mate Leadsman (Passed for Male Pilot), 
R». 350. 

In addition the leadsmen draw 50 |H'r cent, of the leadnipnVy collected 
on the ships on which they an* eniploM*d 

(i) 7'he sanitioned staff iindei the Port ( 'oininissiom'rs for iiiovirif^ 
sliifw in the Port of ('alcutta consi.sts of 

1 Ilarlxiur Master; 1 l)epnt\ Ifurhour Muster; 39 .\ssistant Ilaihour 
Masters; 1 IWk Master; 1 Deputy Dock Master; 1 Assistant Dock 
Master; and 12 Uerthinp Masters. 

(«) The Harbour Master, Deputy llarlHiur Master and Dock Master 
are recruited from the ranks of the Assistant Fliirliour Masters, who are 
selected frfuii officers of the .Moruintile Marine holdini; Masters’ cioti* 
ficates. These officers 8erv»‘ for a |»eriiKl on ]»n>bation and are re<|uired 
to pass a de|iartmental examination Iwfore lieiiijir confirmed. 

The Deputy and As‘<istant Dock Masters are intended to 1 m» remiitnl 
from (he ranks of the Herthini; Masters who are recruited from men with 
sea ex|x*rience, jireferablv tiiosi* having a previous knowleiige of the 
working of ship.*! in docks. 

(tt*) The rates of pay are as follows: - 

Harbour Master, Us. 2,fKK); Deputy HarlK>ur Master, Us. 1,900; 
Assistant Hurlniur Master, Us. (>50 — 50— 1,4(K) plus n’j;ht nilowauce of 
25 per cent, of pay; Dock Master, Us. 1,800; Deputy Dock Mastiw, 
IN. 750; Absiftont Dock Master, Rs. 750; Ik’rthin^f MuNt.MH, Rs. OKI— 
2^-500. 

Bartal liita .Miool. 

lit. Mmlvi EKflAMUL HUQs (a) Is the llon’bl# the Miniati»r in 
charge of the Dejairlnient i»f hkliication aware that an inrjuiry was 
recently held into the conduct of Halm KshiriMie (’handra Sen, head 
master, Barisal 25iUa Sihool, by Mr. Griffith, lns{H«ctor of Schools, Dacca 
Division f 
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(b) If no, will the ITonh)le the Minister be plhased to in detail 
a list of the charfres, if any, made against the said officer? 

( r) What was the result of the inquir>- ? 

(d) Will the Hoii’ble the Minister be pleased to lay On the table a 
copy of th(* refjort of Mr. Griffith on the inquiry? 

(e) Was any inquiry held into the conduct of this officer in 1*11T in 
connection with examinations? 

(/) If so, what action, if any, was taken thereon? 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon'bla Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(h) ]{f‘fercnce is invited to the answer li> (d) lielow. 

(c) The head master was transfiurcd. 

(d) A copy of Mr. Griffith’s letter No. 14.Tt, dated the b’lth May. 
1921, is laid on the table. 

(e) No. 

(/) Ihx's not arise. 


hf'ttvr rcfrrrrti to in thr rt fdy to rliin.fr (ij) of nnstarred question 

.Vo. 2VL 

No 14,rt, duted nHcra, the Mlh May. ir>21 

Prom— W R (inirriTn. Ksq , m a.. InAf>ertor of S(h(K>lR, Dftrra Division. 

To — The Director of Public Instruction, ncnt 2 ;a] 

I hsre the honour to nddresfl yon nhout the sctioii which may he taken to plnce 
the DariNa) Zilla f4<’hool on a proper footing. 

Complaints hare lieen made about the condition of this school for at least the 
last two years, and I hare had to girc derisions on several occasions. Matters, 
howerer, hare not improved The Managing Commit te**. many members of the 
staff, and many local gentlemen connected with the s< h<H>l arc expressing their 
dtaaaiiifaction at the existing stnte4of affairs The non-fxv-operatmn party, too. are 
making tiae of tihi feeling for their own ends .M! the iliffcrcnt parties say that 
the Head Master of the /alia Silimd is the cause of the trouble. 

On the 20th April, almost the whole staff of thp sch<M>l (with the exi'eption of the 
Head Master) came in a hcwly to see me at the Parisal Circuit House They com- 
plained bitterly of the continuous harsh treatment of the Head Master towards 
them ; and half of them requested transfers on this account. During the aame 
riait to Barisal I met the Managing Committee and many local gentlemen coi»- 
necteil with fha school and saw the Head Master and the school 

The chief cause of oomplsint from outside the school is that the Head Master 
does not stop wrong-doing by certain members of the staff , and the chief causes 
of complaint from insitle the schtwii are that he is autocratic and Karsh, and that 
he keeps all the departments of the school in his osm hands Among many com- 
plainta the following sre the chief — 

<1) Kxamination (weekly, terminal and annual) question papers are con- 
tinually leaking out 

<2) Borne members of the staff hare more than one private tuition at a tinie; 
and pupils are aometimee Uken for a month only before a mIioo) eiemi- 
nation. 
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^ 4 ^) CUm ieachers «r» upbraided^in the prwienW of the bo>*«. 

^ (4) Unduo foTountkm U »howtt ^^wordi Habo Jn*nondrauatl» Majuiudar « 

* ' meniber of the staff. ’ 

46) ^Teacher* have boon ordered to gito tpocta! Ie«j»«>ns to the }leadmatior*!i 
oim family. 

X6) Although evenrrtwm has a punkha, no punkha-pullera are employed except 
for the Head Master’s room. 

<7) The different 8chot>i clubs are managetl almost soltdy by the Mead Master 
The Poor Fund armmuts to Us, IKS and there ts a nu.nthly niamie tl 
lie. 5-S, yet less than Its d a month is The annual nii'ome 

to the Sports' Fund is Ks WR). yet so little is s|M>nt that there is a teiwn* 
fund of R«. The Librarian has not Ikh*!! allowed to purchase' 

books, and gets no vou'e in their selet lion 

The Managing Committee take a very sorious view of the situation. They say 
that the public art' losing their confideme in the scIumiI, an<l that its moral tone 
IS on the down grade 'I'he consiunt leakage ol i|tiestion pa|a*rs is a hjmm isI sourt'e 
of irritation, for a numlier of l>oy.s sa\ that they cannot pass the. examinations 
without piivHt* tuition, and that thc'v know <if an easy way to siint'ess The CVim- 
niittcx' strongly recommend the transfei ot the Mend Master to another school. 

I have in()uired into the ('omphnntH , and have, for the time being, placsM) 
matters on a more satisfactory f«M»ting With regard to the Head Master, I ant 
of opinion that the charges against him are true, he u ('<*rtMinly auUMratn and 
harsh, and of an unsympathetu nature You alrc'ady havc'i full knowltMige of 
trouble in other schools wlo-re hc' has Imk'ii in charge t)n the other hand, he is 
loyal and is a good disciplinarian, has considerahle driving )>ower, and is hardwork- 
ing In his case. 1 do mK recoinnu'iid dc'grudation to the |M>%t of an Assistant 
Head MasU'r. hut a transfer to another scIukiI and a warning alMUil his fiiturw 
administration 

Arrangeinc'iits cHculd Ite made for a transfer of ap]Hiinttnc*nts lH'lw"<»en the Head 
MasU'rs of the HariMvI /dia School and the Fandpur Zdla Schcnil The Faridpiir 
School IS smalle r than the Marisal c*ne, and the Head .duster of the Fandpur 8<’hcwd 
is willing to go to Bariaal 1 know his work, and am of opinion that he would be 
a aucceas at Barisal 

If the exchange is sanctioned, the Fandpur Head Master will get the more 
difficult i>ohl He will also give up a reiit-frt'e (not on the b«M»ks of the Public 
Works Department I houM* at Fandpur. and U* recpnrcMl to pay Hi |)er cent cd his 
aalarv for his Iiouim- < borne on the ImmiKs t*f tlie Public Works Department! st Hartaal 
He has recently lM*en made a Kai Sahib for his gocal work, I venture Ui suggest 
that he l>e given sjiec lal promotion of one grade 

The Managing Ckmimiiu*# of the Itarisai Zilla bool are also desirous of putting 
an end to the leakage of question pajwrs TTiey state (and other evidence is avail- 
able in support of their belief) that the chief wrcmg-d<M*rs in this resfiect among the 
aUff are the Head Pandit Babti Jnanendranath Msinmdar. and Babii Hem Oiandra 
Mukherjee They aak that these three officers may lie trarisferrwl elsewhere and 
that in this way an opixirtunity may be given to improve the school, They wiah 
to hold regular comroitteo meetings and to give what aasistanev^ they can to the 
school in the matter I am in agreement with them and rerv,mmend that imme- 
diate action be Uken. The Head Pandit will be ileptit49d to the Dacca Training 
College from next July, and he can easily be transferred elsewhere at a later data. 
»alM Jnanwidranath Majumdar was recently expellwJ from the B. A, Examina- 
tion, and IS under suspension These two officers are not likely, therefore, to 
aitoad Die school m the near future In the ease of the third officer, Ilaho Hem 
Ohaadra Mukhorji, 1 rec(x>mmend that an exchange of appotntmenU be made 
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Mwm him tnd Mmahri Sheikh Abdur Ranf (CUis Vm, Sobordiiuite Ed«c«tioiial 
Bdrriee), AMiftani MMt«r of the Jikiuftlpor Goremmeiii High Rn gHah School. ^ 
For fedlity of reference, i gum op the propotalt M followg: — 

(i) That an exchange of appointmenti be * ‘aanctiooed between the Head 

Maatera of the Barigal and the Faridpur ZilU Behooli. 

(ii) That a gpecial promotion of one grade be giren to the Head Matter of the 

'Faridpur Zilla School 

(ill) That an exchange of appointmenta be made between Babu Hem Chandra 
Mukherji, AaaiKtarit Matter, Baritai Zilla School, and Maulri Sheikh 
Abiliir Ilauf, Attittant Master, Jamaipur Oovemment High Kngliifh 
School. 

(ir) That the exchange of appointments proposed in (i) and (iii) above be sanc- 
tioned from the end of the Rummer Vacation of 1921. 


Naturt of work given to under-trial prisoners in Patuakhali sub^Jail. 

211. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’lile the Memher 
in charge of the Dcfwirtincnt of Ucvcriiic (JailM) 1 h* jiIcusihI to state ilie 
nature of work which an under-trial prisoner has to do in jail? 

(h) Does the work recjuired to he done hy under-trial prisonerH differ 
in any wav from that done In ordinary ((in\i(ts? 

(c) Is the Hon’ hie the Meiiilx^r aware that in the Patuakhali suh- 
jail under-trial prisoners alike with other convicts have to carry iron 
hucketn with water from a distance of about onc-fourth of a mil© to the 
«uh-jail ? 

(*I) Will the Hon’hle the Memher 1 m' plcaH<*d to state the weight of 
an iron bucket when full of water which under-trial pn.soners have to 
carry as aforesaid? 

(e) Are the (Government considering the desiruhility of pn)\idnig 
lighU^r buckets for the under-trial prisoners to rarr> water for their 

use? 

MIMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE |4AIL8] 
(thO Hon*lllo Sir Abd-ur-ftkhim): (a) and ih) The information 
r©quipetl will be found in Hule 915 ol the ,luil (\Hle. 

(c) ITnder-trial prisoners are required^ to carry water on the rare 
oocaaions when there are no convicts in the sul>-jail. The distance of 
the reserve tank from the suh-juil is alniut d(X) yards. 

(d) The weight of a full buc ket is 90 seers. These buckets are 
carried hv twq men. 

(e) Yes. 


Covommonl Billo. 

Tho Bofigal Villogo4Ni«ikidari (Amo m t WMtit ) iill, vff. 

MEMBER in ohargo of tlw POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (IBo 

Hon'Mo BIr Honry Whoolor): I beg to move |or leave to tniiodnee a 
Bill further to amend the Bengal Village Chai^idari Act of 1870. 
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This BiH in a very short olio-, an4»its int^^ntion in to maW « rhanjff in 
the law frofarninjr the pay of chaiikidars. As is doubtless known to the 
Council, villajre ohavkidam^were previously all governed by the pn>vi- 
sions of Bengal Act TT of 1870, but when we created union Inwirds under 
the Act of 1919, we made over to them the chaukidari ftinctions which 
were ;previou sly perforiffed bv the <dd village panchnyats; and in the 
course of so doing we ti»ok the opportunity of making a change which 
had long been advocated. Tender the Act of 1870. the maximum pay 
which C|^n be given to clmukidars is Rs. 0. and the maximum assessment 
whieh can he inip<»sed upon any individual is Ks 12 per jvnnum. Now, 
it is obvi(»us^hat a maximum pav of Rs 0 is not. in modern conditions, 
adef|uate. and that fa<'t has often been brought to our attentifin from 
many quarters, while at the present moment the utmost discontent pre- 
vails aTrtjf)ng the villa ire watch, ronsequently. in the Village Self- 
riovernment A<'t of 1010. we did awav with this maximuTu pay. leaving 
the pay of the diaukidars to he det*'nuined hv the Djstrii't Magistrate, 
after consideration of the views of the iinion hoards; and ronsequently 
in the areas snltiecl to the authority of these uniiui hmirds a proper pity 
can he fixe<l for chaiikiilars The proposal of this Bill is to introduce 
this same system in the areas uhich are controlletl hv the old cha\ikidari 
pam hayats It is faiiU obvious that when the village watch is nin on 
unifonu lines throughmtt the nrovifice. there is no ohject in having one 
system in one village, Immoum* it hafusois fo }•* urtde? a union l>«>aid, and 
another system in an adioining village heraiiso if hnpfwms to he umler 
n charikidari panchavaf That is the intention of the Bill, to intrfHluce 
provisions analogfius to those which exist in the Village Self-Government 
Act. and ronseqtientlv it raises the maximutu h*\\ <'f assesonent on 
individuals from Rs 12 to Rs 2d The maxinnim in the Village s^if- 
Government Art is Rs 84 and in the course of the debate on that Bill, 
T explained how that fijrure had been arrived at, namely, taking Rs. 00, 
w'hirh was the <dd maximum in the rdd L«»ial Self-Government unions, 
and Rs, 12 the <dd maximum of the Village Chaukidari Act - raiseil t(» 
Rs. 2i in accordance with the recoinmet'datifUis (.f the District Adminis- 
tration romniittee. whi«h reported that chaukidars r/>uld not be snils- 
factorilv finance»l as lontr ns the limit of Rs 12 was maintained. Con- 
sequently we have here adopted the same figure fif Rs 2 a mrmtb or 
Bs, 24 per annum 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bengal Village- 
Chaukidan (Amendments Bill, 1925. 

Tht Bwifil Atrial Rtfiiirayt iill, 1921. 

Mlllimfl ill oHargt af OCMBTMeNT of ACRICUtTURi and 
mOUSTRIEt (tlM Hoifblt Urn Nai^ taiyid Nawab AH tUmmiuH, 
dllian MudaOs I preeent the report of the Beleet Crnittnittee on 

12 
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the B< n>ritl Aerial ll(.|>ewayH Hill, ufiJ to moT* that thelnid report , 

h« taken into conNifierution. 

The mot ion vv»m pnl^und ajfreed to. 

The Non'blf the Neweb 8AIYID NAWA| ALI CHAUONURI, 
Khifl Bahadur: Dining the ron^itleration ol the Hill by the Select 
(’oiiiniitlee it wax hnmjfht to (heir rM»tice that there already exist within 
the PreMidem v <if Bengal eeilain jn ivately>owne<l ropeways, primarily 
cofinei ted with eollieriex, whieh aie not inteiideji or used for the public 
earria^^^' of jMi.sxenj»’erx or hat for the carriajfe materials 

re(jiiin‘d in eonneeli<»n with the ofjerations of eollieries. It was also 
stated by those interested in the eoal industry that there is a >(rowinjf 
neressity f»»r the eonstrnotion, in the tiear ftiture, of ro|H*wavs fo tjie pur- 
poses of eollieiy workinif. It ap|M*ared t(> the Conimittee that, aithoufrh 
the exist in^^ and proposed private-iAvned r<»peways may not he required 
for the pnhiie eariiai^e of ^o(h1s and passen^orx, it would be in the 
public interest that they should he brought under (Government supervi- 
sion and <‘onlrot. 'I'he (’oinmittee are also of opinion that (Companies 
whieh serv«' important ohjer ts of pnhiie utilits should he ^»^iven the faei- 
lilies offered by (he Bill in res|WMt of the const met ion «»f aerial rope- 
ways It is reeoi'nij'.ed that the afrjdieation of this measure to private 
(‘oriipanies would he outside the s<ope of the present Hill and could not 
he effe< (ed Iry urnemlments in Select (’oinmittee. 

As the amendments and widening? of (he scope of the Bill would 
involve a fresh reference to the (G(»vprnment of India and extensive 
redrafting? and ns the (’nnrmittee are of opinion that the proposals relat- 
jrrivate ropeways are of such importance that they cannot be 
^ ov^hK»ke<l, it would lie best (hat the present Bill should be withdrawn 
and Im* subserpiently a^iiin laul Indore this Touncil in n complete form 
as n new Bill . * 

I therefore, Sir, move for the consent of the House to withdraw the 

Bill. 

With the consenf of the House the Bill was then withdrawn. 

Diaouttloii of tbo BuBgot 
Domofidi for Crants. 

S.— Loud RovofNio. 

Tbo HoA’blo Uio MAHARAJADNIIIAdA BAHADUR of 
iUROWANt I move that a sum of Rs. 1 5.0(10 be transferred from 
** 5.— laind Revenue— ^Hur^ey and Settlement “ to ** 46 — Staiioiiory 
and rrintini? “ for purchase of press (uiper for .the Nadia SettlemeiA, 
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^ The Din^toj^of liami HecordH hafT^HHtetl (hat to the 

^lue «>f are Mr#feiitly riHjiiireii by the Settlement Oftioer ot 

?i»dta for printing tiiial re<H»rdH. It i** stated (hat if the purt lmse in 
not made now th# pre.ws will have to rease work in Man h. with the 
reMull that it will not Im' poHsible to di» the final publieatinii of the rertnd- 
of-righta for Hbak It of the di'itriet. The work of the pieMs will alao 
Im* serioualy diH<n‘g!iinze<l. The Diieetnr of Laml l{ee«»nl'< is unable to 
meet (lie ( barge out of llo* samlioned allotment fo? tin* pun base of 
pafier for the Settlement i)e|)aitmeiit. It is pio{>osed to iio‘et (he charge 
out ot Havings in the gnint under the head " ('out ingencies " in the 
Settlement budget for To enable this to be done the amount 

i‘ei|uired for the purchase, rt:., Ks. lo.tMtO shmild l^e transferred from 
“5. — ]>and Ib'venm'— Sui ve\ and Settlement ” t«» “ ‘Iti. Stationery 

and Printing Stationery supfilied from (Vnlral Stoies.’* 

The motion was put and agie«*d to. 


7.— Stamps- 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon*hie 

Mr. d. H. Kerr): I move that a sum of Its. be granted on 

account of refunds under Stamf>s. 

As explained in the niemorandtim whiidi has been circulated to 
memliers, this is a purely formal matter. As the (’ouncil know*, under 
the ('alcutta Iiiipjoveinent Act. we levy a ceitain suK'hargc on the stamp 
duties for credit to the Improvement Trust. Hitherto we have treated 
this levy on the receipt side as a reduction fiom the rcceijits, The 
Government of fndia, however, have advised fh.it (his course is not pro- 
per under the existing financial arrangements and that we should show 
it not only on the receipt side but also mi (be expenditure side. 'Fhe 
showing of this item on the expenditure side entails a viUc of this f’oiinci! 
approving the expenditure and it is tliis vote that I now awk for. 

The motion w'as then f»ut and agreed to. 


29.-nfailt and Convict Sattlamonta. 

MEMBER in ohargo of (lUOICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
•Ir AM-vr-Rahim): T move that a sum of Us. l,?5,f)0f) lie gninfed tfi meet 
charges in ronnwtion with the opening of tempornry" jails for non-co- 
operation priaonera. 

The particulara of theae charges have Wn set out in the memoran- 
dum which ia, 1 take it, now in the hands of members. I may also 
menfioii that m far as one of theae temp^irary jails is i oneerned. riamelv. 
that at Kanchnifiara in (he district of ‘J4-Pafgan«s it was ai first esti- 
mated to coat a aum of Ra. to build a fertifKinirv jail there, Thia 

ealiiuate, however, bad fo lie reviaed io order to make the acc<mimoda(ioii 

12 $ 
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ade({uate, and it is now estima^ that the total cost nf building^ 
tenii>orary ramp jail will amount to Ks. 1,99,000. Tl\§. Public Worka 
Defsirtmcnt exiM*< t to nu^t this cmi by means of re^^prop nation out of 
their saviiiKs. The sum of Us. 8o.fKK) is the amount miuired by the 
Jail Department for estaidishmeiit and other charges during the pre- 
«Mit year. For that amount th.- vote of the (\)uneil is necessary and 
for this reasotj I have to move f<»r the grant. 

As the memorandum show.s, it was proposed to have three jails each 
providing accommodation for 6,000 prisoners. It has been explained 
that during the time when the non-co-operation activities were going on 
in a very intense f<irin, it wa.s felt that it would he nece.ssa^ to have camp 
jails in different part.s of the Pre.sidency for the accommodation of the 
political prisrmers if large arrests continued. At that time, it may be 
w'ithin the recollection of the (’ouncil, arrests were being made of persons 
w’ho w'ere violating the not ifi( ations \inder the (Viniinal Procedure Pode 
and also under the (’alcjitta Poli<c Act, and tlicse arrests w’^ere made in 
large hatches and groups (d men. sometimes 100 to 200 men were arrest- 
ed for defying the law. Under these circninstances, it was felt that it 
w'as necessary to ])rovide acc<immodation for these men and that camp 
jails w'ould have to be set up. A beginning was made at Kanchraparu. 
So far as (he Jail Department is coTicerned, we explored all other possi- 
bilities and we found that the Kanclirapara si(<' was the best that w'as 
available for the purpose. As evervlualy knows, it is about an hour’s 
journey by rail from Calcutta, and the site selected is on high ground and 
it is reported that although it is not altogether free from malaria, the 
place is fpiite dry. S<Hne progress has already been made with the work 
and it is expected that this camp jail will he fini.shed some time in April, 
It is the earnest hn|H' of tl>e (Jovernment and, as I believe, of everv 
member of this Council— I can say also that it is iny very earnest hope — 
that the Kam hrapara cainf» iail will not he reijuired for the purpose. 
Hut we all know that the political atmosphere is still in n very uncertain 
and electrical condition. It was (»nly sii»re the Bardoli resolution was 
passed the other day that there has been a lull in the activities of the non- 
co-opemlors, ami there have been hardly finy arrests at all. so far as I am 
aware, in the (own of (6\lcutta. If this state of things continues, it is 
extremely unlikelv that we shoiilil ie(|uire the Kaiu lirapara camp jail for 
the pur|iose in view at present. At the same time, it does strike me, as 
Member in <-barge of the Jail Department, that we may be able to put that 
place to other uses of the Tail Department. I shall again refer to that 
matter later on. That is all I wish to say at present so far as the 
Kanchrapam camp jail is concerned. 

As regards the Kidder|>ore Jail, I think (he Council is already aware 
that it was opened on the 20th of December last Owing to non-co* 
operation activities the pressure on the permanent Calcutta jails was 
becoming so great that it was absolutely necessary to provide a tempor- 
al y jail. The plaoa at Kidderpore was fixed upon in that emergency. It 
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never thought that it was a projyer place for a permanent jail. It 
was taken up for a temporary puriiose as it wa.s the best place that we 
could find for that nurpose at the time. Government was fully aware of 
the defects of the place. The place is not large enough ; it con.sists of 
two or three large godowns ami some open space in fnmt, on the bank of 
the river Hooghly ; the space occupied by the jail is fenced in with barbed 
wire. In a place like that it is not po.ssible to carry <nit the provisions of 
the duil ('ode u*gaidnig the .>.epafation <d prisoners, the formation of 
wards, the einjdoynient of prisoners, tin* enforcement of disi ipline, the 
making of proper sanitar\ arrangements, adecpiate arrangements for the 
c(K)king and di.<<lribution (»f f<w>d and all those things which are neccssaiy 
in a well-ajrpointed jail. These <lefects the jail authorities have tried to 
remedy from day t(» day and 1 can tell the (\miicil (liat by this time they 
have r<*medie<l alim^st all tin* defects (liat «'ould be rcmc<licd Itut, at the 
same tiim‘. ow’ing to want of space and owing to want of a prPper place 
for workshop arnl other iiMjinrcmcrits the .lail ('ode. it (.in mocr be 
a fit place for keeping prismiers for any length of time. .\s a matter of 
fact, ino.st fif the prisoners who were kept there were either under-trials 
or short-term prisoners At om‘ tirm* there were as mans a^ l.'JtH) oi 
l.dtHr men; hut that happened onl\ once tin the a\eiage. it nia\ In 
taken that there have been about S(M) oi !)0() prisoners. the piesent 
moment, I am glad to say that there are only '(50 or ‘((»0 men. most of 
whom are likely to be discharged w ithin a veiv short space of lime, (lur 
idea is to close the place as s(Km as possible. As I have already mention- 
ed, it is not ]>ossible to find an\ work there for the prisoners sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment; it is not possible to enforce proper ilisiipline ; 
and it will be verv difHcnlt in tlie bf>t weather and in tlie rainy seamm to 
make proper .sanitarv arrangements Tlierefore, fiom almost all points 
of view thi.s place could not be a siiilable jdace for tlie detention of prison- 
ers for any length of time It is [irojeise<l to < lose if as mxm as possible, 
as soon as the prisoners are transferred or disehui ged. In lase, however 
there be a large number of undei-trial prisoners in the future and mldi- 
tional accouimodation is reipiiied for them, it may then he necessary to 
utilise this place for their temporary detention; and that is the jmipose 
for which we wish to make use of tl»e pla< e in future if we reipiire it at all. 

The accommodation in many of the mufassal jails in the Presidency 
was also found insufficient, several of those jails were extremely over- 
crowded, with the result not only that hardship an<l inconvcnieme were 
cauaed to the prisoners but difficulties arose in providing accommmktioti 
for ordinary prisoners. It has been learnt hy experiem e that it is not 
desirabk to keep a iargi* numlier of piditical prisoners in the same jail 
with ordinary convicts; not only from the jail offcials' point of view is 
this undesirable but it is extremely undesirable in the interest of the 
prisoners themselves that they should be confined in the same jail with 
other prisoners unless they ran be completely separated. We have tried 
our best to separate the political prijuiners'as much as possible from the 
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ordinary convicts with the result however that the political prisouers iunl 
to suffer overcrowding. 

Ah regards the jail for female prisoner at Rerhampofe, the members 
of this llcuise will hear me f>iit when I say that at one time in Calcutta and 
that not very long ago, tlieie were a number of ladies connected with the 
non-< f)-(>pef al ic»M m<i\eineu( a< tivel\ cairyingon that jitopuganda. There 
was in c onsecjuence not only open violation of the laws but considerable 
interference with traffic and business. The (lovernment have hitherto 
refrained from making an\ arrests nf these ladies. I l>e]ieve there was 
only one uriest an<l even then the lady arrested was released after a few 
hours. 1 am iniornied that some nt those ladie.s gave the police the 
greatest possible piovo< at ion and opeiil v defied the law, but the police did 
tlieir best to avoi<l anestiiig tlieiii. Since however these ladies have been 
peisisting in t heir act ivil ies it was thought by (iovernment that their 
hands iiiighl be fbt<‘e<l ami that tbe\ iiiiglil ha\e no optimi left but to 
make ai rests of some of the holies \\ lio peisisted in violating the laws. 
If was iiiolcr ihose emnnislaroe^ that the .fail I 1 oieiil was waineo 
to lie reads to km rive prisoiieis of this riass. In the riesideiicy and the 
Alipore (’ential .lads the act ommodat i<»n foi female jinsoners is extreme- 
ly limited and e\en w hale\ei an oiiimo<iat ion there is. it is designed for 
female piisoneis <»t the ordinal \ < iiiiiinul t>pe. and I think everyone will 
agree that it wonhl not be desiiabie tii keep female prisoners of the c lass 
who arc* c'aiy\iiig on tins pKipagamia, if lht*ir aiiests became im^vitable, 
under Ibe same comlitions oi in fbe same jail as the onlinary prisoners. 
VVlieii, flic-Kdoie, the .fail Depailment was asked to find aeeomnoKlation 
for these prisoioMs, fhe\ eame to the* i om lu-.ion that the vacant Kuropeun 
^^aKl of the ImimtK .\s\|uiii at Iterhampore was most suilahle for the 
purpose. Mn information is that there is go^sl aia omnoMlation there with 
plent\ of spaie whii h lonhl easd\ be fitted np loi the purpose recjuired. 
'I’he detailed estmmle. it wjyifed, I am piepaied to plac e before the 
House. Kveiy possible ai raiigement has been made ft> see that no undue 
hunlship is suffered b\ the.se ladn's. JaM us all hope (hat the [iieeautioii- 
ary nieasuies that lian* iM*en takrn h\ (if»\ei nim-iit will obviate the necea- 
sity of making sm h airest.s. 

I may say in this ronnert ion that the measmes that were taken to 
chec k the illegal m tivities <if the non.« o-opeiators were fully set out iu 
this Coum il by His Kxi ellem y the (Jocetnoi who explained the iMisition 
of the Government at some hmgth to the Hmise. and after his s|)ee<h, the 
meinlH*r8 of this House had an ot*|Hutmnl\ of thsrus.sing the situation. 

I was imvHCMit throughout, and so far as I km oU.m f, luon of the iiiemWrs 
tcHik any specific objec tion to an\ of the measures that had bc»en adopted 
by Gnvernmeut . 1 Isdieve one <ir two members did suggest that the 

police should not Ije allowed a free hand, hut In vond that T think there 
was a general agreement at least there was no expression of any opinion 
on the imrt of any memimr to the ccmtniry- thiit theae specific meamiree 
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aiuicmnced by His Excellency the Governor wtMe c ailed fi»r by tbe neceii- 
stties of tbis situation. The wisdom of the polii’v has afftiiii l>een discuss- 
ed in tbis Council by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, and I will not there- 
fore again discuss that point. All that I m inIi to say is this, the neces- 
sity for providing these temporary jails dins tlv art»se out of the violation 
of law and order by the non-( <>-operators. 

As regards the Kanchrapara lail, I ought to }a*int out that there are 
other possible uses to whi< h thi*^ «aii la* put. The lail.s Committee in 
their re^Mirt have made u numbei of recomiueiulations. to cany out si»me 
of which will re<|uirp more arromiiiodation, for instance, the separation 
of the habilnal or thestai cla ]Ul^oIlel^ fiom other piisom iH, (he fnstitu- 
tion of revising bcMirds for the purpose of revising long-term sentences 
which will give rise to (he iieetl foi fimling acjoimiiodation for prolmtion- 
ers. There are also oilier similar sciiem<>s nmle? i oirsiileration. All 
that I wish to aH.suie the House is that so fai as this Depaitment is con- 
cerned. vve w ill do oui hcst tn put this jail to some suitalje use. 

I now move that the grant asked ioi be voteii b\ the Coum il. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to move (hat tin* sum of 
Rs. which it is prop<isiMi to giant to meet chuigt's m conm*ction 

with the o{>eniiig of temporaiy jails foi non-co-operation jnisoners, Im> re- 
fused. 

I find that some misiipprt'hension ha.H aiiseti even amongst some mem- 
Wrs, who are usuall.v of my wav of thinking, as to why I have pio)Mis<nl to 
refuse the whole grant demaniled hv the llon’hle .Mionhei in charge of the 
Jails. They have saiil to me: “ Well, this Council has demuiMleil that 
Government should act-ord s|Ms ial treatment to (he poliliral prisoners, and 
when (he Goveriim<*nt comes forward to demand rnonev for toM fiiding tins 
special trealiiieut, how can you, in all fairness, refuse it Y'' Sir , (his argu- 
ment a{)}H‘urs at fiist vei v ioK ihh*, and, as 1 am not an <d»sf i m tionist , it 
should have made a strong ap|M*al to im*. hud theie not been another more 
serious (pieslion of constitutional prim ipie involveii in (his matter, l^t 
us look more closcdy into (his thing; what wu" the re< nmmendution of this 
Council regarding {Hditicai prisoners!-' 'rhis Coum il priM-tirally kKaid 
that henceforth, for all time, ail ixditieul prisoners, Im* they imn i o-o|M*ra- 
tors or not, all of them should Ik* treated us first class misilemeaiiuitis. 
This recomiiiendatioii was extended to all polilicul piisoners, and not 
merely confined to Ujikm* iK»rwo-o|K*ralorH who have U-eii coiivicteii under 
the rei-ent repressive laws. This recommendation was not an emergent 
measuref but was meant for all time t4) <'ome, it was a permuneni rtH-om- 
mendation following tbe prm tice adopted in all civiiiseij countries. Thin 
will be clear when I say that my friend Dr. J. N, Moitra, who had • 
rMolution dealing sperdally with the ijon-co-o)>enttioii prisoners, with- 
drew his reaolation on the grxiund that as tbe fViuticil has rHoinmendeci 
the release of all these priwmert, there was no j list ifi<‘at ion in moving 
bif raeolution. Thai is the real crux of the [Hwition. There in tbe real 
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question of consiituiioDal principle involved. The Hon^ble Member 
wanU thi« money, not as a permanent demand for the relief of all politi- 
cal priaonerM, but ah a demand for meeting an extra<jrdinurv situation, 
for dealing with thoae non-co-operation prieoners, who^have recently 
l)een convicted under the repressive laws. The recommendation of this 
Council regarding these prisfjuers is perfectly clear — they must be set at 
liberty. This is the recomniendation, ahich this Council has adopted 
by a large majority in this very sessions. Is the Council now going to 
eat its own words, is the (h)un('il willing to go back on its ow'u vote in the 
mime Messions}' 'I’his Coum il’s demand was. “ let these prisoners be set 
free.” What has the (iovernment done about this matter li^They have 
not only set at naught the decision ot the Council by not lilierating the 
priaoners, but they have come forward to-day to demand money to con- 
tinue to keoj) these pnsfuiers in jail. Is tins attitude to be tolerated y 
Will this (h)Uiieil remain eontent by jmssing a pious resolution for their 
lilmration, and then, when the time for action roine*', alien the real issue 
i« brought forward, when tlie ('ouneil has an ojiportunity to show that it 
has the power to support its own resolution by relusing this demand, will 
thin Council turn tail and supfdy the money with fobled hands to help 
the (iovernment to <‘onlinue 1<» keep the^* men in jailr* C tlicM- no sucb 
thing a« self-respect, dignity and strength alien this (’ouneil has (c 
insist on its voice being heurdy Is this Council going to repeat the same 
somersault by which it condemned the repressive meusuicv and yet granted 
money for giving effect to the repressive lueasuiesy If this is going to l>e 
the attitude to-(la\, is ihcie an\ aonder that our resolutions are not given 
effei't toy Is there any wonder that an erstwhile member like Sir l(olH»rt 
Watson-SmUh dales to liaM' tiie ainbnifi to < iiti(isc tin* actions of till'- 
Council witli an arrogant pretension to sup»*iior wisdom y Sir, I apj>eai 
with folded hands to all those members of this (’ouiuii, who supported 
UH in demanding the release of these piisoner.s to remember the adage: 

“ mnrfiii kr hat, hitflur kti ilat ’• (A man s aoid is like the elephant’s 
tusk; once out, it does not go back). When the time foi u< tion has come, 
let them not be moved by sophistries and ( abulations, Id them give 
OMiphaais to their own opinion by refusing this grant. Sir, I have heard 
from a reliable houh'c that the llihai jails are empt\ of non-co-operation 
prif>onerR, and yet Rihar was the place where non-co-operation had a 
atronger hold than in Bengal. Has revolution l onie into Bihar, hecauM 
this class of prishners has Wen set fieey If the Government, in view' ol 
their responsibility to the British Barliameiit, cannot release these prison- 
ers, let them restore these grants ; we, as a Council, cannot go back on our 
word, we cannot take the responsibility of kw'ping them in jail. 

When we rememWr that men like Messrs. (\ H. Das, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, and B. N. Sasmul are Wing kept in jail, in spite of our recommend- 
ation to set them free, can we patiently think of supplying money fur 
continuing to keep them and their followers in jaiiy lVrha{>s it is not 
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ui^knowD to members of this roimoil, that Mr. V. R. Das has issuetl « 
statement cnticjsiug the ju(i(riiieiit deliveied on him. He is the Krenlesl 
(riminal lawyer in Rental; he has .lei lured that his eonvirtion has been 
illegal and he has challenged the Government wiili the cliargi* that i1h*\ 
do not hesitate to break the law when it suits their puriMKse. 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Baby Surtndra Nath Ray): I do not 

think you can go into those details and criticise the judgment. 

Baby INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I am m.t criti. i^ing the judgment. 
What has Government done to meet this chaige^ N n an> wondei it the 
public think th^^ Mr. Das has been illegally .omniedy Is (his (’onn.i) 
going to provide money to keeji prisoners, whose conviction has been thu?- 
openly challenged P AVe hear that (iovernment i^ going to open a new 
jail at Kanchrupara. Sir, 1 do not know who advise.l the G..veinment to 
select this site. Hut, if 1 had been in his .‘onfidem.*, I shouldluive snio 
that, from the (ioveinmenl point of view. Kanchnijiara is the last place 
that they ought to have chosen. There uie more than Ib.tMH) workmen 
in Kanchrapara, and (iovernment is going to pbn e (he non-co-nperat ion 
prisoners in their midst, Theie have alieady been stnkes m Kan. lira* 
para; if there is another stiike theie again, 1 suppose, ni\ fiiend, 
Mr. Krishna (J!handia Hay Ghaudhun with the Mijiport (»f the Govern- 
ment will get up in this ('ouncil and say, “ G(»ok, tliere aie the iion>eo- 
operators fostering a political strike.^’ 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I n.vei hinted 

that the iion-< o-operatoi s are heiiind tin* strikers. 

Th« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 

Baby INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: If h. has not, then I am sorry 
Hut 1 waa under the impression that he hud said something like it in 
moving his re-solution about jMjlili. al strikes. 

Then, Sir, there is the provision for a jail for women. I must confeii* 

I cannot regard this awful proposal with e.juanimity . It lakes rnv 
breath away. My tongue cannot utter the thoughts that uriw in rny 
mind ; I will only say this. 

Ha« the Government come to such a sorry pass that they cannot tolerate 
even half^a-doxen ladies taking part in politics that they must ke.*p out 
ladies in jail? Is it not eriougli t.i take away hundreds of our young 
men, that you shoubi encroach on the gentler sex also? Where in my 
friend Mr. S. M. Hose, the champion of the ladies ih»w ? Why do I not 
»ee any motion for refusal of this grant in his naiiie? This ( ounnl has 
refiiUHl to give the votes to women, has refusinl to recognise them as 
equal to men, is this Council going to o|a»n the gates of th<* jail foi them? 
Time was, when a million voi<‘f*s of protent would have lK*s*n rats 4 *<l against 
even the idea of such an intolerable pro|Nfsai, but the age of chivalry in 
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gone, that of anphintry, and of calculutorH, haa aucceeded. But even in 
thent* dej^enerate duya, Mhall i not find oO voices of protest against this 
preposterous demand? 

BalHl KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: I move that the sum ol 

Hh. which it is proposed to grant to meet charges in connec-tion 

with the opening of teinfKuury jails for iion-c*o-oj)eration prisoners, be 
refused. 

When 1 gave notice of this amendment, I did it with full responsibili- 
ty, knowing that it was a reserved suhje< t, and as such whatever we might 
do here, it might be iest(,red by the (lovernor’s certi^^te: but still 1 
thought it necessiuy that we should Fuise a voice of protent ag'ainst it. 
The otlier day ae passed a resolution in this (''ouncil that the non-c'o- 
(»perution jjrisomos should be set at liberty, and I fail to understand with 
what face we can nou sanction the grant for a( commodating these prison- 
ers. 'rio* m)n-c<»-opeiatio!i movement owes its origin to the inade<niacy 
of Itefoj'ms. 'Die Situation is now <alm jtnd we expected that (iovern- 
meiit should take this oppoitunil\ of < misidering the giievaiices of the 
people. 'I'Ih* Itctoims ha\e been condenmed in s**\t*ial ijusiiters as cjuife 
inadeiimite and ii<»l to the benefit of thi’ people We th<»ught that 
(Government would take the opporluintv to reemisidet the situation nno 
8ilen('e the nonsi'o-operation moveimuit b\ giantjng aileipiate relief. 
But, unfoi tunately , instead (d taking that course (fo\ eminent are now 
iK'iit ujMUi preparing ac« om modal n»n for lo or lb thousand prisoners and 
moreover for some lads prisoners fo? joining this non-co-operation move- 
ment. 1 do not know if non-co-o}>eration is an offence. If it is really 
an offi'iice, I do not kiH»w whether the persons who were tuigaged for the 
last ^1(1 or db years in the (’ongress platfonii in critidsing (Government 
action and asking for lelief only in a different way were not e<|ually 
guilty. As long as mm-co-operation is not offensive in any way, 1 
think one cannot Im* sent* to jail simpl\ laM uuse he disi iisses certain 
prineiples for political fretMloin. In this view, we think that non-<<e 
ojHTution slmuld not in itself be a chatge, ami if an>oiie i.s to Ik* sf*nt to 
jail, be must Im* fiist tiied undei the Itldiaii Penal (bxle. 1 do not know 
if Home of the memlM*rs «tf this ('ouncil may nr»t l>e termed as uoii-('o- 
o|>eratorH. IBiwtner that may Im*. we cannot with any camsistenty sup- 
port tli*\, firo|M>sal ttijil jails -Imuld 1h* provided fm accommodating non- 
eo*o|M*ratioii prisoners. In tins pro|M>!UiI there is no ilistiiietion made 
AN to how much of the nmney has already lK*en s|M*iit and how much more 
IN to l>e N|»ent, and so witlomt knowing that, it was niH-eKsary for us to 
raiHe objwtion to the whole anutiint. .My fiieiid has discussiHl the situ- 
ation at length, and it is not necessary for me to add any words of mine 
to the arguments already advanced. But this much I can say that it is 
high time that we should raise our voice against the pnM*edure now 
sought to U* ttdoptiNl. If tlure is any revolutionary tendency it will ba 
a case not of lf> or 16 thousand pe<iple. but it will l>e a cum of more people. 
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. I do not know what might he the niimWr, hut if any accommodation is 
necessary, Government can accommodate many fieople in the vacant 
Houses erected for the partition of the Mitlna|ioi*e district. 1 fail to 
understand why any urrangeiiieut should l»e made in the distrii t i>f Nadia 
which is kimwn to l»c a malaiiou^ place. At any rate we ( annot a( « epi 
the situation and we cannot 1 m? a party to the j>olicy of sending any mem- 
l)er of the non-co-operation party to jail, simply hcruuse they persuade 
people not to co-oi)erate with Government without any violeme on thei? 
part. 

Mr. D. CHOSE: Has anylMidy suggestctl thut^ 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! order! FIeu.se do not interrupt. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Noii-co.operati«»n prison- 
er is a new thing — a new nnineiiclatuie in the Feiial (’oih\ It is only 
the offenders who « an he ptinished ami sent 1(» jail, and if any violence 
is adopted, if there he aiiN dixoder in maintaining peace and imler, then 
whatever action is thouglit necessary may he taken. In this t’onncil 
we .suppoiteii a pr(»posal that simietiiing ought to he done for maintain- 
ing law and order, siih.stMjuently we weie taken to task for raising any 
ohje<tiou on the ground tliat hv supporting that motion we really sup- 
ported the propffsal for sending any numher of person** to jail without 
any trial f»r without any adisjuate imjnirv. S4> wc l annot he a party to 
th is, and it is. I sa\ again, high time tliat we slunild protest against the 
fiolicy which is sought t** In* adopted aiul reject the grant, If necesf<nry, 
it <“an he restored }»\ the tMi\eim»r- leitificate, hut in no l 
can we Ih* u party to this jni«juit\. With these n‘marks, I l»eg to com- 
mend my motion for tlie lOMeptuiicc of tlie (Nuincil, 

Kiimar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I i. that the -am In 

rwlmed hy Hs. la^nig lh«* annoirtl HMniiie<l fn? the tein|»oiar\ 

jail for female mm-« o-o|h*i at mn pimoiiers When sio h tieinamls arc 
made and our uHsent is sought in the Founctl, w ith the expiess ohjin i oi 
nullifying one of our 4»wn rceoitiiiiemhitions, to make us eat the huinhle 
pie, we know not what w'ords would In* ade<|uate enough for exfircMsing 
our disappndiation. 

We have paiwwid a res^dution reeorii mending release of the norin-o- 
operator priwmers. And in direct contravention of that the (ioveriimeiil 
now wants money for jails lf> k«*<*p (h»eM» very non-co-iiiMMuhirs, and more 
of them ami w^uiien tcsi, insnh* the jails. If we grant this «ieniand it 
would only impiv that w*e supply the \ery iiiearts of tejei ling oiii rccom- 
mendatioii. We shall In* hnimled — Is'lore our ( otititryinen. U‘h>re the 
civilised world — as mere milksops. nwhvhI hv the prevailing gusts, 
exemplars of jmlitical indecision. 

It is a grave thing that confronts u«. We, this legislative ImkIv, are 
to guide the destinies of our nation 'at one of its most critical tirnea. 
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Paasions are now high, prejudices are keen and partisanship obscures but 
vision. It has been found for onct* that jails have no terror or stigma, 
and people flock to overflow them. So now, we must have more jailf 
that they cannot he overflowed. But what would then be the effect on 
the people? The ideal and the sentiments are there. Would these new 
jails dam that torrent, or would not that torrent nmch rather cut for itsell 
a new course? lici us pause to think. li€‘t us be statesnien and not em- 
piricists, chewing the thrice-chewed cud of the bureaucrats. 

1’his very d4*inand shows that our country is entei ing into a new phase 
of the struggle. 1'ill very lecently our women liad kept apart from 
politics. Hut now they are beginning to take interest in ^lem. Even 
liord Norfh< hiH’e had .stated (o the Reuter’s Agency, in Bombay, on the 
2Ist of Jariuiuy: “ A distinguished lo\al Muhammadan, a judge, who 
w'us educated at Oxford, said to me--* 'I’he most dangerous sign is that 
our women arc now becoming infected with tlie anti-Bntish poison, and 
all students of (slam know «hat that means.' I d«*eply deplore the 
developments of this plmse. As oui sor i<*t\ now stands, arid from the 
jiosition that our women o<< up\ in it, I am ojiposed to their active partici- 
pation ill fiolilics. I believe that in this dust and dm of fiolitical life, in 
its rough and tumble, in its ine\itabb* iiustle arul consispo-nt brutality, 
women slomld not come m. I condemn fbeir iiitioduclion, fur 1 feel that 
if they once prt*ci(dtate themsehes ijito this mirc, they i aimot lie kept 
free from insult. And I grieve over this cxploitjit ion of their finer feel- 
ings, their sentiments and s\mpathy in such political sijuahbles. 

But, Sir, although I deeply dcjdoie all these, I am still more afrain 
that proposed (tovernment measures wi)) not st4*m (he tide, lather the\ 
will add ail impetus. A jail is now heing furnislu'd for the reception ol 
misguided f**male nori-co-opeiators. .\iul if once a jail is ready, ann 
wdtiien are m tually put there foi their political o)dnioiis, we shall soon 
tind quite o dei'ent number of them filling uj» the jails. l>et the (ioyern- 
inent remember that this very «i«lea of pos'.ibilits of putting into jail 
women for their political opinions, for no < iime worth the mime, has got 
a deeply sinister influence. Kveii such arrest of a woman, let alone her 
im]>ris(in!nent, would be inflammatory to a degrtn*. In human history you 
will find that it is wminan w ho infuses iird<»ur and enthusiasm in all ideals, 
and for w’hicli one woman suffers ome, ten men will be found, gladly, to 
suffer ten tiin^s. I’eople admire a man’s sai rifice and sufferings, but a 
wotimu’s sacrifice maddens them. Let the (iovernment Ireware that by itt 
rash unthinking jroliev, it is inviting a repetition of the Joan-de-Art 
apisode, it is testing whether the same fire, whi^h burnt of yore in the 
hearts of Uajput women, still lingers in the women of our own days, and it 
tempting the men of the country to show whether they still deserve to 
call themselves ** protectors of their women.** Sir, you are placing the 
whole populace, Indh claiwies and inassc'*. on the most explosive magaxine. 
Beware when the s^iark comes from a woman, the whole country will hurst 
out in flames. 
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^ tr® feel that is now our duty to define onr poution hare. What aie 
we^ We form a part and parcel of the Government, which we are trying 
to shape and mould, whose actions we seek to guide by the consent of the 
people, however much we might dislike its present form and ( onscions 
though we are of its various defects. We know the un.satisfactory nature 
of the Reforms, a mere half-way house; hut knowing also that such 
half-way houses have some purpose to serve, we have associated ourselves 
with the Reformed Founcil. Just as we are not non-i'o-operators, so we 
<lisdain to he parasites. A\ e refuse to see eye to eve with those w}j(> have 
been brought up in the traditions of the old regime, who ha»i been imbued 
with the ideik that the (rovernment a foreign body superimposed to 
govern a voiceless people. The very existem e of a Reformed ('ounrillor 
here is meant to break this enchantment of an old world trmlition. We 
are here to voice the people, to guard their interests, to speak out boldly 
without fear of frown or hope of favour. Sir, we are fu»t expected to l)e 
a body of sycophants, bending and bowing to those with Houn the power 
How rests. 

No doubt we arc politic al oopoiicuts to tlo‘ nou-c o-nperators, iijst as 
we are pcditical opponents to the clianipion'* of what has been termed 
“ <dd, uooden, nntidiluvian form of (io\«*rnment.” And as h>ng ns all 
these political parties confine themselves to moral suasion and do not 
commit acts of violence, ] could not even dream of checking the activities 
of these various parties by ingeniously inventing new cn'ines. 

Non-co-operation is not a new thing, though its non- violent form if 
rather new. It is the European community which had first given an 
exhibition to us of non-co-operator, though not non-violent. Ruckland. 
in his “ Bengal under the Lieutenant-Governor, ** informs us: — 

TTie Governor-General, the Marquin of Itipon waa j>eriionallv infoilterl at the gate 
of the Government Hcajae on his return n} (’ahutta for the rohl weatlier of IRR'i-M 
A conspiracy had been formed hv a number of men in Calrutta, who had hound iliem- 
nielves in the event of (lovernment adhering to their projcM'teil logo»!atinn, the Ilbert 
Bill, to overpower the sentnea at (iovernmeni lluuiu\ put th«> Vucroy on Inurd a 
steamer at Chandpal Ghat, and aenrl him to Kngland 1 1<1 the Cape The existence 
of this conspiracy was known to the I.ieutenant-ffovernor and U> the rf*spr>nHihlc 
officer who subsequently gave me this information. Tlie non-official Kurocman c<*m 
mufuty absented themselves with hardly ; n exivption frcmi the enUirtainmenis a*. 
Government House. 

Ko the European community at that time not only non-<o-op#fnited 
with the Government, hut had entered into a ireaaonahle conapirai-y and 
had openly insulted the Viceroy. Sir, allow me to quote a passage from 
the Indian Chrnnicle of thos4‘ flays tti show to what lengths the Euro- 
pean community had then gone: — 

Ifeetinica were held everywhere, indignant protesta were sent up. Mr. Ilbert wm 
hornt in effigy and Lord Ripon was cursed and execrated like a dog . 

Tlli H®fl^ fir HENRY WHEELERS May I rise to a rH>int of order. 
SirP Are the lines of argument taken by the Kumar in any ienjie relevant 
to the question before the Council ? 



178 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 2nd Mai. 

The DEPUTY-PREtIDEMT; I think horrblt» Ktiinur firnTnot 
^(1 into all thene dctuilH ah they have got nothing to do with the subject- 
matter. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I submit to your ruling, 
Sir. Tlfcc ndevancy however is this that they too were non-e<M^rat- 
ors only with ibis «li.''tinf’tioii that they were hhjrojjeans and the non-co- 
ojK'rutors of <o-<lay arefjnly Indians, and I wanted to show how they were 
treated, it is theref(»re that I wanted to (piote tljese passages at some 
length, for people’s ineinoiv is shoit, anil some try to pillory others for 
things falling far short of what they themselves had doiij. Was any 
s{»eeial ordinance passed to declare the Kuropean .\ssociation illegal!' 
Were the uieinl>ers of that lonspiring body sentenced to terms of im- 
prisonment or were they even put under arrest? Were Mr. Rranson's meet- 
ings disfiersed by Police with Inthux? Were lunatic asylums converted 
into jails to accoinmodale hysterical Kuroiwan women? Was the pa|HT. 
(he Enfflnhwan of those days, the worst criminal in this respect, 
prosecuted and its press forfeited? And although some of the acts cmn- 
initted clearly fell within theoidimny piovision of law. vi:., the Indian 
penal (’ode, f»o official action ua^ taken again'if them, nor did those 
much vilifieil Indians incite the Government to take stejis against these 
treasonable intimidations. And a by. because they rei ngnise thM^.that 
was surely a phase of political o|)poHition, the wild attempts of a frantic 
Imdy to preserve theii supposed rights and privileges 

It is no use saying that when peojile infringe the laws, law must take 
its course, and lodge them in prisons. For what is law? Can a mere 
ukase of the head of a State make and unmake a law ? Ts law a mere 
pyramid on a point? Ours is a legislative body and we by a majority 
have [iressed for a repeal of tliese repressive niea'.ures, wdiich we have 
not even deigned to call law’s. It is a distinct mandate from a l)ody 
whii'h alone has the jwiwer to make and unmake laws, and if we cannot 
make the Government ot>ey us, if the Government continues flouting us, 
the blame lies not with us, but with the Government and the Reforms 
which authorise such irresponaibility. And, Sir, such conduct on the 
juirt of the Government onlv jtroves the iin|K)tencv of the Reforms, and 
swells the ranks of non-eo-o|H»rators. 

But, Sir^ insult our intelligence, doubt our sanity, give us, in the 
words of Sir Robert Wntson-Smyth, “ the order of the l>oot” as marh ae 
you like, ignoi-e our existence, but we must not budge an inch from what 
we consider our path of duty. 

Gur duty is to warn the Go%’ernment and we do wani the Oovom- 
inent once again that the Government in deciding to incarcerate womeii 
is placing itself on a slippery, sloping hillside, whence a false step or 
even the momentum itself would lead to unfathomable depths and danger. 

BiIm 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is. to my mind, adding 
insult to injury to call u|s»ii ua to vote this demand. We requeeied the 
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OQTWrtiiiietit only a ft‘w dayn ajfo to ri^loase these prisoners. They did not 
rare to say one word aixmt that, hut they now ooine ti» us and say, “ gire 
us this money to retain these prisonors fi»r a hm^j: time.” It is. us I have 
said, addinjf iiiHult to injury. Those to whom ni> motherland has j^iven 
a just cause to be j^rateful, those who have fatUMied on my motherland’s 
wealth — th(»se very men ate askin^^ t<» give us tins mone\ . I must make 
it clear, 'i'his is a mattei «»f demand What is tliis demautly Are we 
to understand that the\ u ill not build jails if «e do not give them 
the money. No— they will do it any how. Why then should we grant 
this money? This demand- I repeat again is nothing hut aihling 
insult to injury^ We slnmld never do it. I »|uite lealise the fatd that 
they are my own countrymen and theii suffeiings particularl\ in the 
Kidderpore Jail which I have seen are vet\ great and that thes live then* 
under conditions which aie <‘xticnM‘l\ und«‘sHahlc Wc ha\c s,.rn that 
ourselves. If !»> giving our \(»te and by |»assing this motion we are 
sure that their suflenngs will cease, the matter should then be put, but I 
Am sure they will disregard all our reioinniendations in this matter, 
'rhcy are sure to build the jail whethei we vote bu it <»r not We are 
not children here. Why should >ou ask from ns mone\ to buibl jails 
foi ^ Do you listen to our views, tiur suggestions? No \ou disreganl 
everytljin^. Why then come to us anil ask for money? Do build your 
jails by all means. You aie a niightv (fo\ernment wm c an do anvlhing 
yon like — you can play ducks and <lrukes with our money. Hut whv do 
you come and ask us to help you ? ft is no use saying that because they 
are .suffering in the jail you want more money to build jails, 'rhat i« 
your duty to see You have put them in jail and it is your duty that 
they are kept in comfort Do not c<»me with this Hhurn business before 
US and ask us for money. 

There is another matter to which I would draw attention. There is 
a question — a peculiar question— which has been raised by some of inv 
friends as to whether these non-<*o-t»piTating pf*ople should be put in 
jail or not. 1 do not think that I riee<l discuss that (|uestion now. I 
will not for a moment attempt to deciile whether these non-co- 
operating p<*<»ple are right or whether they are wrong. (HmI 
alone knows whether they are wrong. History will decide— fmsterity 
will judge whether they are wrong. It is not for me to say so. I 
leave that out for the present. That is not the quest i<m at issue. The 
question is whether you should make us agree to this grant and our 
answer is that you should not and you are not going to do that. We 
would refuse the grant. Do whatever you like, you have got ample 
powers. 

There is another matter- the question of building jails for women. 
It is a most preposterous t laim. Has anybixfy heanl of such a claim 
being put forward? Do you want In go so far as to build jails in anti- 
ciimtion of dragging our womenfolk there and ask us for money (o build 
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that jail? Sir, we may be a gubject-race. We may have gone do^n 
very much, but we are not going to give money for jail accommodation 
for our mothers, our sisters and daughters. If you will do it, you must 
do in spite of us, but do not insult us by asking money to put our 
own mothers, sisters and daughters to jail. I claim you have no right 
to do' that. If y<»u aie t(» huild jails for them, do it by all means, but 
1 wouhl ask you not to insult us in this way. Even though we belong 
tit a subject race you have n<» right to insult us in this way. Then 
Sir Abd-ur-Ualiim has said that the accommodation in the Presidency 
Jail is riot giMsl enough for ladies and that we should provide good 
accommodation for them in the Iterhampore Jail. Thi<. reminds me of 
a story. The Knrtn of a house was awakened in the dead of night by a 
noise that his sitns— gntwn-np sons — are hammering a thief. The old 
man was S') and very fiiou.s and he was slntcked at the sight. He asked 
his childiiuj to desist fntm beating tbe thief. The <hildren asked, 
“ what are w<* lf» do w'ith him then?” The r)ld man. as I luivc said, was 
v«ry pious, said, ” do uot heat him but put him in a sack and give him 
a ducking,” The thief very riuich appreciated the kindness and said, 
“ Tliou art kindness imarnatc ind«‘cd ” We appreciate your kindness 
very nmch. You are so much afixious for oui ladies tliat you want to 
huild a good jail for them Ibsausi- soum' of (»ui li»di«-s have gi^ne into 
Ilarahazar and a'^ked some people not to htiv foreign goods held 
Mf)me meetings in the tow’ii, you are goir»g to huild jails in anticipation 
at l4(*rhamporr. Why should not tlie ftovernment provide for other 
things f(jr themselves with the money? Why not build a larger asylum 
f(»r themselves at 11erhnnif»ore ? Why .should not Government build for 
themselves better accommodat i<»n in the lunatic asylum at Berhampore? 
Sir. it is indeed a most preposterous (daim. You want to put our women 
in jail and you want us to give you money for them. T whole-heartedly 
oppine this motion You tlmught it fit tr» bring it in this way instead 
of the resolution whiih we* have passed here only a few days ago, you 
huvt' brought this motion in total disregard to that resolution. I do 
hope that G(»v('rnment will not g(> on insulting us in this way. 

Of# HASSAN 8UHRAWARDY! I rise to support the amendment 
of Bahu Tndu Bhushan Dufta though not exactly for the reasons given 
hv him a few minutes ago, I feel T must, at the outset, let you know 
Sir, that f ilo not think I am seci>nd to any one in mv appreciation of 
the efforts of the IBinTde Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim to introduce Reforms in 
the jail administration I, Imwever, feel it my duty to criticise the 
department which he is now presiding over. We judge by what we 
find, as outsiiicrs; the details of what are done within are only known 
to the ofbcinls. Measures, and not man, is the aim of my remarka and 
criticism. We have certain grievances against the Judicial and Jail 
Departments, and 1 am constraintHl to oppose this demand on certain 
definite grounds. I find it is not a demand for providing the few 
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<*onifc>r(M wliicli this (’oiinc il riM'dinnifMiiliHl the other «lav (<♦ Ih' exfoml* 

to the p()litini! priwonerM in thin pnn inee. The Hon«e wtnild have 
jflatRy voted any n'asonahle deinand if (ho !none\ was riSjuinMl to ^rive 
effect to the re.^cdutions of this (\)nneil. 

What we find and lesent is that we nii^^ht jwiss resolutions, and 
they may he larried h\ an overw lielmin^' majority, they may he an 
unmistakahle imlex of p<ipular demand and needs of the eountry, hut 
(hivernment need not ^'ixe .any « onsideiation to tlieni. if thi'V S4» please. 
If (hjvernnient is ^4iin^ to sluov Munt eour(es\ to (he wishes id the 
people ami the ('(Oim il. we. as ehs teil representatives »if the people, 
protest ajrain^ smli (leatmenl and refuse to vcite this ;:^ran( foi u 
d(‘pai tment (hat ha-' '.licun dis< «»ni lesy (tt this (^>Uln'il. I shall 

mention. Sir, hiov this has been dtuie. 

It is not so \<*rv lon^'" that tliis t’oiinril passed a M'solntion for 
et's^ati(tn of W(»rk foi oidv 4»iie hour and a lialf to lowihle the Miilniniina- 
dans to say tlieir Jumnur pra\«*rs on Fnda\s The time ineidentiilly 
*\»*r\ neails eoi i esponded witli (lie him lieon time ilurin^ whieh all 
eouits ami oftii (<s nia\ adiouin with the minimum tiamlde and loss 
Ihit (foveiMmeitl lias show n a siipienn' ihsiej/.ird to <tiii ieeommem)a> 
ti4ins uhhoii^di, fliiidiis. dll 1 st i.-ifis .'iml Miihaninmdaiis, in fnet all the 
noii-iijlimal mentlieis of this t'oimeil. supported this resolution, The 
ie*(uest has heeii liiiiied down I had a talk with an eniim«nl Furo- 
pean .ludy’e of tin* Hiudi (’<*nil and lie told me (hat “it was po-sihie that 
the .fmljjes ut (he (|i|/h (’oiiit will not mind havmjf a li^fht hreakfast 
(»n Friila\sand hike an eail\ liirn h to satisf\ (he religions needs of 

the Mnhamniailans “ ! do not know in what maiinei this matter wan 

put iq) hy (iioeinment hefoie (he Ih^rh t'ouit, or uhethei it was ever 
{uit up at all I n atisw ei 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: That point does not rise 

Dr.. HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: In aiiswei to nnstutfed ipteHtion 

No, 17f» askeil liN Maiihi I’a/lal Kaiim on the ?tKh FelMnai\, that is 
oiih 10 da\s a^ni. the Ifon’hle Sir .\ hd-m -Ihdi im said: “ The (iovern- 
iiHOit oiders jiH'oid ade»jiiate faeililies to the Muhammadans to attend 
lomts Hiid ofliri's. to ••av iImmi Jumnut piaviMs '* \n h^ht lias lM»en 
thrown w'hether if is the »dd thoernmeiit order or anylhinjif neW' 1ms 
heeri done. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Is this relexmnt. SirP 

The OEPUTY*PRESIOEHT# Wluit has that jfot to do with the 
present question ? 

Dr. HABiAN BUHRAWARDYt I am faiintiriK nut that the 
remduiioiiH pa?w*ed in this (Nnirfril are not driven effert to by (he 
Goveraweni, and they do whatever they pleuee. We have yfot a 
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jfrievaru^e af^aiiiat the Jmlirial and Jail Departments and, an ex-* 
ample, I am pointinf^ out that a resolution passed by a majority of 
the rViiifieil whh b is an index of popular demand and therefore should 
l>e put into effeet, has not been taken any notice of by Government* 

Thi DEPUTY*PRE8IDENT: 1 think it is irrelevant to the 
4|iiesiion now before I he (\»um il. You should not disi uss matters 
which are rmt before the (’otimil. 

Dr. HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: If >ou think it is irrelevant, I 
will not say ‘an\ tiling. ^ 

The DEPUTY«PRE8IDENT: 1 think it is irrelevant. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Very well, Sir 

Anotlo'r 4‘xaniple nf the apathy of the -IinlM ial and Jail Depurt- 
iiients is the inannei in uliich resolutions |»ass 4 Ml 

Tha DEPUTY*PRE8I DENTS ’that a^^ain is irrelevant. You* 
cannot refer to this. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYS Sii, \oii have not yet heard wlral 1 
am ffoin^f to refer to. 

Is the subject of the treatment of prisoners m jails irrelevant ? I am 
referrin^^ to a resolution passed In this (’oum il recominemlinjr the treat- 
ment of political prisoners like mi.sdemeanants of the first division as in 
Kn^land, but nothing has Is’en done so far. nor an\ proniise j^iven as to 
what should be done in the near future. A demaml af Uh. |.25.P(K) is 
sprung: upon us for tlie construction and openinj; of temporary jails and 
more demands are in store. We heard of lunnmrs alamt this demand 
and that money would be asked for from this roum il for biiildinjr a Jail 
at Kanchraparn 1 think it ^as my friend Babu Surendra Nath Mallik 
who first drew our attention to this fact. No corn muntr/vr was issuerl by 
Giivernment as to why this partH ulai plm e was selected ns the mo-it 
suitable place for building a jail for the accommodation of this s|>ecial 
class of prisoners, culled p»ditical pii.Moners. The matter was not put 
l>efore the public nor weie the membeis of this (\>uncil taken into con- 
fideiice and^no opinion was elii iteil regarding projr and rowjr of this very 
imjmrtant imitter. The environments of a jail <.f this kind concern the 
health and life of a large minrlH'r of the male and female population <.f 
Bengal yho are imprisoned there not because they are thieves or swindl- 
ers, murderers or cut-throats, but on account of certain ptditical princi- 
ples which rightly or w rongly they adhere to. 

All I know of Kanchraparn is this: that land is cheap and that the 
word “ kanchra in vernacular means diHy. filthy, and also rubbish 
and para ’ means locality. Why dump the poor political priaonm of 
Bengal into thia dirty, filthy locality? Could not Oovemmeiit choose a 
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.better and a more wihihrious pliire than Kanrhmpara? We have not 
much faith in the ineihwtH of the Jail DejMirlinent ; .Hturiliujf iliw lomirea 
liave been made of what is iroinjr on within the hiph walls of the Jails. In 
answer to nn8tarre<l <piest ion No. IIM) a-sked by Nawabw»da Khwajeh 
Muhammad Afsal, Khan Hahadnr. (he lloifhle Sir AlHi-tir-lUhim, Mem- 
ber in rharjre of (he Jail Department, admitted on (he VN( NovemlK*r. 
l.)21, that dead bodies of both Hindu and Muhammadan prisoners, were 
removed by trolleys, which at other times were tiseil for reniovinjr rii^ht 
Sf»il tub.s. Thi.s desecration of dead b(»dies does not stand to the credit 
of a Government which is l»:ise*.| ud a hl;.;)iK «le\eh(|iri| Western 
s\8tem. Res|li‘<'j bn tht* dead, e\en of the Ism 1\ of a fallen i‘nem> 

Th« Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I w.mid ask that the 
debate be confined f<» the iM)in( which is under considerati<»n. 

Thd DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: ^ on a»e l»ere disi nssiujif. the jail admi- 
nistration and. Sir Abd-vir-Uahim is not on his trial. Yon cannot t riticine 
the jail udminist ration In'm*. 'I’lie (juestion here is the demami fora 
)/rant of ID. (m the construction of jails. 

Ur. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: May I md say that I do not a^ree to 
vote for the demand he('aiise the )ail administration is rotten (»r to put it 
more correctly hecatise it has ^Mit certain defect, sV Ain 1 not in order if 
I ^^ive ni\ rcascois howevei foolish ami tin, sound the\ nut\ Ite. foi tefiis- 
in>f to vote f<ir this demand ^ Slartliiijf disclosures have been maile of 
what is on within the hi^.rh walls of the jails, specially in places 

which are far away from the metiopolis and (he erntre of puhlit' opinitm. 
or are md e,'isjl\ ac< essihle to the pnidie. These are the reasons why f 
ask that the demand be refused. 

TH« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: fn a supplementary grant yon cannot 
discuss the whole administration. 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: 1 Im>w to your ruling. I have given 
some of my reasons why I refuse vide for the grant for huilding a jail 
at Kam hrapura. Amdher fudnl is because I find that land is available 
around (’alcutta — <‘heaj» and fairly healthy land : niy ron.strnctive sugges- 
tion is this; land is avaihihle at Hallvgungf*. Ttdh gunge, Matniiuur., 
Garden Reach- f»laces whieh are associated with the political priwtnere 
of the Royal hous«*s of M\sore and Oiidh. There are {Ntlaef*s in thew* 
places crumbling into mins; why df>es not Government rent or acquire 
them cheaply and put the political pris^iners in them? It is much less 
expensive than building a new' jail for them at Kanchnipiini. Great 
misgivings have arisen in the minds of the non-official members of this 
Council by the action of Government through the Hon 'hie Member in 
charge of the Jail Department, in refusing the resolution put by Dr, 
J. N. Moitra, that every non-official member of the Council should have 
Ui0 priT|]a(^ q( viaitinf a jail whether tempoiwrjr or permgnfnt and irf 
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paying? Hurprise viHitw. The itlea lia.s taken hold of the public mind tha^ 
(lovrnimeiit are afraid or hostile to eriticism, that they do not like 
«uq»riHeviHitHtobepaid, audthat it isforthis reason that they are 
removing the prisoners from the environments of OaleutUi t(i a far away 
pla<'e like KanrhrafMiia, whiOi nu-ans diity and filthy locality 
These are the reasons and misgivings that are exercising the minds of 
the public; nf>w. 

Another suggrsli(.n of mim* is ihis. We ha^e lea.l that two gun-lsiats 
are to be plac ed in the Indian \\aiers; ^\hy cannot (iovernment charter 
them or accpiiie them and put tin* political prisoners in them? No capi- 
tal exj>enditurc will la* recjuiied for that, no higli walls on barbed wire 
fencing are recpnicd lr> ensure safety agaiijsl es<-ape. As a matter of 
fact they are not recjuired on land ellhei and the llon’hle Sir Abd-iir- 
Rjihini, the other day. Ififoinied ns that the mm-ci^-operation political 
prisoners refused to leave the jails even alter the termination of their 
ter/ns of nnpf isofimciil , lh<*i<‘hu‘e, it is obvious that before their term of 
impris(inm(*nt is ov<*r {hc\ are safe and are not going to run away from the 
jail, or nhscond. If tin* (iovernment recpiisilion these gun-hoats each 
one of them having a capac ity of l.bOt) semis, the\ may he placed near 
Diamond IlarlMMir oi down Ihr llooghl) aiiw'hoc and thcie will l»f uo 
difficulty uhout wa*er-supply and consei vaiicy arrangements, which are 
so inade‘(|uate and bad at Kiihlerpoie. 1'he motlier (ianges would lie 
their wateh and ward, and she will cany on the conservaney duties. 
That would hen cheap anangemeut (*iovcriimenl have not thought it 
necessary even thougli a man like the Ilon’hle Sir Abd-ui-Kahirn, i.s in 
charge of the Jail Department, who is not a much abused hureaiKTat. 
He is not a sun-dried bureauciat, though he belongs to the reseiwed side 
of (Iovernment which is otherwise known as the hureaucratir side of 
(loviTniiu'lit . 'I’lie Persian pio\eib. nameh. “ linltnr f //i: h thir Ltn-v- 
nanuik raft nattuik Khml ” (whatever things go to the salt mine becomes 
saltb is not true <»f Sir AlMkur-Rahim. We feel sure that Sir Abd-iir- 
Hahim will never become a sun-dried hureainiat, that he will never 
iMM'oine a salt impregnated pi( kled specimen of it. 1 know- he will never 
lieeome that. This is not liis a^piiation* (loveinment. I feel, ought to 
have eoiisnlted public opinion; tli«*\ might to have consulted the opinion 
of the members of this ('oum il l(ecuu‘-e lhe\ liave not done so, we raise 
this ohjei'tioii to the construction of a lail at Kaiichrapara. Things have 
been done witlumt the knowleilge of tin* members «>f (he (^mncil or of the 
puhlu*. Why now' come to n.s for money? Why ask us to vote for it? 
There is an edd English saying “ lie who pa\s for the piper calls for (he 
tune.” (Iovernment on the reserved side have callrd for the tune, so let 
them pay the piper, (tovernment should not ask ns to vote for what 
they have spent, and we should refuse to vote for it. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUODIN AHMED: I am quite unable 
to follow the logic that has been advanced by the movers of the amend- 
ment as well as the speakers who have foUowe<i them. Only the other 
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cUy this Council passed a rmdution urgin,? on Sir Alxl-ur.Rahini that 
t>etter accommodation should he provided and better sanitary arrange, 
meuis should be made for the political prisoners, and then the Hoti’ble 
Member has thought out that a separate building, a separate house, 
should be built for these gentlemen and fnr this purptme he reipiires u 
(“ertain amount of money. I nder the law he is bound to put behue the 
Council a demand for it; and the (\»uncil is at liberty either to grant it 
or to refuse it. but where is the ground for thinking that by presenting 
this demand he is adtling insult to injuiN ? Hecairse under the law he is 
bound to put his demand before the C.mm il, that do«‘s not expi»se him to 
the charge of abiding insult to injury. He has dime nothing but his tluty. 
If he did not ask the (’ouncil for this demand then to-moiTow a hue and 
< ry would be raised that Government went so far as not to come to ask 
the Ctuincil for the deinand. That wtmhl be ijuite illegal. 

One thing which pains me im.st is that the Council debates have hmt 
their dignity and have become, as Huike says, a bear-garjlen and the 
Council has been imlulging in the scurrilities of (he hcar-ganieri. When 
we come to the Council we should < nme as Coum illors; we shnuld leave 
aside our private aniiiMisity. our private giudge and f(»rgive and forget 
our personal matters. 

Then what jire we discussing ^ Ar»' we discussing wlu*llier tioNcin- 
ment should accept a resolution asking them to let off all the political 
prisoners? This Coum il has already passed a r‘es(dution asking 
(iovernment to let off pohtiial prisoners and if lies with the Govern- 
ment either to accejit it or to refuse it. It has nothing to ilo w ith the 
present matter. If tb.veinment do m»t aicept the res(dution and do not 
let off the tiolitical prisoners, then they must be accommodated. Habu 
Suiemlra Nath Mnllik who so hmdl\ opposed the giant to-day was com- 
plaining only the .*thei dav that the piiMuiers in the Kiddcrpoie .Fail were 

living in shelves and they aie exposed to the risk of falling dow n and thus 
losing their limbs. Does he not want that both acMunm.Mlation and H.mi- 
tarv arrangements should Im* provided for them? Does ho w.mt that ||»h 
excellency the Governor should vacate his j.alace in order to make room 
for the p<ditj< al jirisoners (»r something should he ihme nomew here else? 
You admit the necessity for hotter accommodation but when it comes to 
finding money for it, you refuse! My friend again has said. - Are we 
to make room, are we to grant money for the acnmirnmlation of mjr 

daughters and wives in Jails?” If you alhiw them to go out 

picketing in the Hurra Iluwir, to go into the market 

aud expose themselves to indignities, ymi should not gnimhle 
when they' are put into jail. They should I>e placed in wife custmlv. 

Bahu Indu Bhuahan Dutta has complained that the davs of chivalry 
are gone and ten thmisapil swortis are nf»t iinsheathecl to aveng«» a l(M»k at 
our females. I am sorry I cannot ascertain whether the days of chivalry 
are gone or whether chivalry in India has diminishefl or iricn*ase<l. hut 
one thing is certain that India is losing solicitude and 
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aiixicly for the Bttfety, honour an<) mn<le.s<y of her female*. 

K i* i iistoniary Ixjtb uinonff the Hindus and H«hammadans, nay for the 
Indians, the orientals, to make arninKenienls and take all possible steps 
f..r the protwlion of the honoiii of their females, so that no one might 
offer any indignity or insult to them, h’or that purpose they hare intro- 
.Imed tiie ,,urMi system; they never allowed their womenfolk to go out 

alone to ineiir a look for whieh Mr, Diilt would like to be avenged. It 

pains me very miieh to find that Indian gentlemen have thought it lit to 
allow their sisters, wives and daughters to go into the Hurra Basar amid 
a throng of people of many elasses and to mix freely among them and 
expoM<* tf> puhlir iiiMiill jiimI ^ 

If(JovfMiim<Mit(li.nrd think it dt-Hirahle to desist from arre.stinff ladies, 
Huitahle uccoininodatiiui is to ln» proviflod for them. I think it is the 
duty of the (’ouficil to erialde the (iovernnieiit to dis< hai>re itw fddij'ation 
and vote solid for the f^rarit demanded by Sir Abd-nr-Hahim. 

After all, we can expect that (iovernment ,shonld desist from arrest- 
inj? p<»litical prisoners? After tlie pnldi<ation of the Hardfili resolution 
the situation improved to a certain extent, but Mahatma (laudlii -ha.s 
followed the advice of llurke wlm said that ‘ thi»se who would lead shfuild 
Hometiiiies follow ” and I tind that Mahatma Oandhi has followed his 
follow'ers by whole idea that these things >houhl m»t be done, 

that civil <lisobedience should be stopped and pit keliii); sliould be i onfined 
to a few. Hut at the Delhi (\mference he has ^rjven up his itlea and 
bdlowed his followers 

Sir, if we tro on in this fashion, how can the (btyernnient desist from 
tnkin^c action? There are ifeatleiiien. Sir, who are takin^'^ a very super- 
ficial view »>f the whole Hitualioii. They aie picket in^»^ forei^»^n jrofKl.s, 
well and If y<ni can make yt»nr own f lothes, <h» it hy all means, 

drive uw'ay b»rei|;n ^foiMls hut what is the iiu'thod taken to do so? 

The DEPUTY.PRESID^NT: You cannot tlist uss .sucli (juestifuis. 
They are irrelevant. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I do not want to 
say more. With these lernarks. I oppose the amemlrnenls moved. 

Tha Hon’blf Sir HENRY WHEELER; This is a departmenUl 
jrranl, and since it has been ude4|uateiy un<l fully explainei] by ray friend, 
Sir AlMl-nr;llahini, 1 should ordinarily have Irecn content to refrain from 
takint( |Mirt in the delmte, but with the ex<‘eption of the very iwmsible 
sjieecb to which we have just listiuied, such a detennined effort baa been 
made to cloud the issues whh'h ari.st* in connwdion with this motion and 
to mislead the (^)un^il ns to the reasons for opfHarinff it, that I think it 
i.s worth while interjxksinjr a few remarks in ortler to try and emphasiee 
what the real and relevant farts are. 

C'annot we pfet rid f«»r even a short spare of time of this vehement 
deuunriation and this int'esaant appeal to race and relig'imia prejudice 
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which is rapidly reducinjf to despair everylHKly who has at heart the 
•true interests of this Council in its lejfitimate and pntMjierous developiuent, 
and is rajHdlj rendering impossilde a dispa.ssifuiuti* discussion of any 
connected with the adiiiinistrution ? What is the proposition 
l>eff»re us? That money should be granted for the constnn tion of certain 
jails. And what are the reasons ujmn which that propositum is Imstnl? 
It is know'n to all as a fact that circumstances have arisen in recent 
times which have necessiUited the sudiien arrest of a considerable IhkIv 
of men. It is well known to all, and it is again a fact, that owing to 
(his sudden iiiHux to onr jails the aceomniiKlatioii provided therein has 
been unduly strained, and c<»iiipluints and critii isms have been nuoie of 
hardships to^’hich the prisoners have been subjected. 'I'bi'se two facts 
being so, the propositi(»n is that provision should be made to guard 
against such a contingency should it «M*cur again, and is it or is it not 
a fact that in (he present politiral atiiiospheie, ami with the uvoweil 
intentions of those who are .seeking to disturb law and order, the eon* 
tingency of making fietjueiit ai tests nia\ aiise again? If so, is it nni 
wise and prudent on (be part of the Jail Depaitment to luiike provision 
ahead in cuse that ('oiitingemy .should arise, so that they niav n(»t Ih' 
again utlack(‘d on the grounds to which the suddenness of (be recent 
f'mergency exposed them? These arc (he simple issues umlerlying the 
projMwition that is before the ('ouncil, and what are (he aiguinents w hich 
it has been sought to bring forward us grounds for refusing this re»|ues( ? 

Habii I mill Hhushaii Duttu’s first argument is that he w ill not vote 
for this grant liecaiise it d<s*H imt cover a rf*<*ent resolution recoiiiniending 
(he l>etter treatment of prisoncis described us political. Is this in any 
sense relevant to the present proj>osal? Is it in any way going in make 
the bit of political prisoners in jail better to deprive them of (be accoiu- 
imwlation which can be provided if this grant is allowed? J’lie arguineni 
is ill fact entirely irrelevant to (he merits which rcullv govern the 
quest ion. 

Secondly, we have the argument that this grant is to Im‘ refused 
bec'ause in a re<*ent resolution of this ('ouncil it was proposed that 
certain Hf»-call(^l [nditical prisoners should Is* relcascsl, which has not 
yet been done in full. I have previously given figures to (In- f ’ouncil 
showing, in connection with political prisoners, s(»>cunefl, that (lovern- 
ment has exhibited clemeiicv even to the |K»inl of its l>eing abusc-d, but it 
is correct that we have not yet released everybcsly who, apparently, a 
certain section of the f’oiincil would like In see at Iil>erty. On that 
matter, final orders have n<»t yet lieen passed by Government, hut where 
again is the relevancy of that to the present prois»sition, esjH*cially in so 
ftir as money now asked for has already been spent on the Kidderpore 
Jail? This grant is askcnl for by Sir Alwl-ur-Rahim as a i»recantioiiarr 
measure; it has reference mainly to the future, and its necessity or 
otherwise depends upim the contingency of frerpient arrests being likely 
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to occur af^ain. Of courae I know that in one of the apeeches we have 

juat heard in this Council in favour of the non-co-operation movement,, 
we hud it laid down that in no circumstances should the Council be a 
fmiiy the provision of jail accoinnuKlation for what are known as non- 
ro-operutrns. But is that a proposition which this Council is really 
prefMiroiI to eiitlorsc? litsiking to the facts that have been laid before 
the Council as rejfar^ls the aims and objects of this movement, looking 
let the certain <lan^ers of which this ('ouncil has been wmned, is the 
Council prefmi'ed to accept the pn»pi>Hal that in no circumstanc(*s is any- 
ImmIv (Mmnected with the inoveiiient t<> suffer the indi^»“nity of beinj^ placed 
in a jaiiy 

< 

These are (he two main arguments whir ii have been brnupi^ht forward, 
and I submit (hat unless (lie Council is prejiared to ( ommit itself to a 
whole-hearted ratitication of the mm-co-operat ion movement and its 
met hods neither arjfument will hobl wat<*i for a moment as reasons for 
rejei tin^r this demand. 

Lastly, there is a matt<u of provision of better {iccomnuMlat ioti, if 
necessary, for wmneii in jail. The facts as re^i^ards this matter are well 
known, and it is well known to the Council with what reluctance Gov- 
ernment has done anything which would necessitate (lie at rest (»f ladies; 
but luTe ajraiii, we canmrt shut our eyes to thi* fact that a <‘oiit in^rem \ 
lu'cesMitat in^' their arrests max aiise, and tlo- pioxision wlmh is loxcicd 
b> t his ji-raiit is merely to si^ek to ensure that shmibl this m(»st dcploiahle 
maa'ssitx III me, those holies who woiilrl b<‘ pho cd iii i iil wimhl be i^ixen 
b«*(tcr lo'comniodat ion than otherwise it would be possible to afford 
them. That is the pro|>osai b<dort> the Couio il shorn ot all appeals to 
prejudicr* and shorn of all irudevaro y, and I cannot « auiceixe the Council 
desiring (hat (his should not be done. 

With these lemaiks I put it to the Courn il that they should bring 
themselves back to the simple facts which are the reasons for the gmnt 
that IS before them, and (hat (hc\ should dissociate t lieniseix »‘s from the.se 
irrelevaiicies and appeals Uj personal anjiiOKsily which have so greatly 
rlisfigureil (his debate. 

Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT: 1 have listened to the numerous 
Hfieerlies thaX have lieen made to-day and particularly to the s{)ee<‘heA 
made by Kuuiar Shib Shekhareswar Kay and Habu I ruin Bhushan Duttu. 

] frankly eonfe».s (hat 1 do not quite understand the .sjveech of the Kumar 
Sahib. As far as 1 I'ould make out, he suggested that the whole demand 
should lu* granted minus ulmut Hs. which is necessary for the 

ladies’ jail. I am entirely in agreement with him with regard this 
atnendmenl, and I think the grant should made for the construction 
of a jail at Kancbra}Him. but I do not think any case has been made out 
for the ex()enditure of money f<»r the aecommmlation of ladies. It waa 
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not verj' loiif? ago tl»at a resolution was piisHtnl in this Council mnuii* 
muncling that political priHouers shouhl be treated us first class mitide* 
meanaiits. Balm liulu Hhushaii Dutta toils us tiiat thcsi' {H»litica! prison- 
ors referred to, had no n*fei**nie to flu* iion-ro-o)>«M'ation prisoners. Well, 
I wish to ask this tpiostijm; would that rcHolution have ever been moved 
if the non-c(W)f»erution prisoners hud not lu'en in jail^* I think not. 'Phat 
re.solutiun was rrioved because many of the non-4*(Ko[»erution prisiuiers 
in the Kidderimre Jail suffered a jfieat »leal for want of proper ac4M>tn- 
noMlution, proper arrangements for fm»d and so forth, and that was the 
mison why that resolution was im»\e«l ami passetl. Having puHsetl that 
resolution I cannot sec loov the Coum d can, in reustm, rtduse th<‘ tieiuaml 
that has b«‘en Riade. We all want these polithul prisoners to be treate<l 
as first cla.sH inisdemeanunts. A great deal of cntii isni was ilirected 
against the llon’hle Member in charge <d .lails because the 
arrangements at the Kidderpore Jail were unsat isfa< t»uy. Now, 
I do not supp<KS(‘ that the Ilon'hle Member is very, anxious tji 
entertain non-co-operation prisoners in jail 'I’ln'se men have Ihmmi 
thrust upon him by another department. He is just carrying out the 
wishes to the Coum il in proposing that a new jail shmild be consirmdeil 
at Kanchrapara for the ac( ommodalion of these piisorims. You w'ill 
leineinber that a lesolutmn was passed in this ('ouncil recommending the 
release ^^f non-c(Koperat i»iri prisoners. I spoke mi that iKcasion, and 1 
spoke in favour of release I do not know what the (fovernment inlen<l 
t«» do with iefeiencr‘ to that recoriirnemlat ion. If Government pro|»ose 
to lele.'ise these prisoner^, then there is no ne<'essit\ for constructing a 
|.ii! at Kamhiapaia; and we must also remember that the rion-co-ojM'ni- 
1 Ion inovmiHOit has Ksened a set-back after the resolution passed at 
Hard<di To my mind the non-4 o-opefat ion movement is <h*iid ; it <'an 
ne\»i be r'cxiveil again; another mo\ement ma\ take its place, but it will 
not be the same mo\emerit. I am of opinion then* will be no jaecessity 
for wlndesale arrests in the near future; at tlie same time it is neces- 
sary to [irivide against cont ingericres, and if a jarl can Iw* constnn'irMl 
at Kanchrapara in sm h a manner that it can be converted into a hospi- 
tal or turned ti» any <tther useful pin pose, I sa\ there is no reason why 
this demand should be refuserl We are all anxious that these prisoners 
who are in jail should Ire treated projrerly. Some of the prisoners at 
Kidderpore Jail were not fed for three or foirr days - that is the allega- 
tion -there is no ilouhl that there was a eertain amount of flisltMation 
in the arrangements. Sir AlMl-ur-ltrihrm is having this jail erected just 
for the purfiose of preventing a recurrence of this kind. After all, the 
demand is not very large, and I think the (Nnincil would do well to give 
their vote in sripfarri of this demanfi. 


Mautvi EKRAMUL HUQS T rise to opfame the amendment, but let 
it not be understocal that I mipjKrrt the policy adopted by the Government, 
There are two proposition.s Wfore tie, ^ne advanced by Balm Kishort 
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M<»han Ohaiidhuri and the other by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 
The firnt one i« <juite intellij^ible to me, for Kishori Babu thinka that 
then* iH no room for the pn‘8ent poli(*y adopted by Government, and as 
Hin h there is ahs(»lutely n4» nei essity to have jails erected. The next 
proposition by the Kumar Sahih, I am afraid, is not at all intelligible to 
me. Well, he denounces the policy of Government but evidently keeps 
in tact the demand made so fur as the male pri.soners are concerned. 
Hut, Sir, in order to come to a C’onclusirm it is necessary to examine what 
l4M>k pho’e hehuc, f<»r, as has l>een pointed out by Mr. A. 0. Dull, it 
was on a« 4’ounl t*1 the hue and cry raisisl hy this t’ouncil that the Hoirhle 
Menil>er f<»r the (}(»vernnient had to look about and to provide better 
a('<’omimKlati<»n for piditical prisoners. Did w<* not make it plain to the 
Government that we c<»uld not bear the tn*ntment accf)rded to these 
prisoners who were hslgeil in the KidderjM>re .lailP We said here in this 
(’ouncil that tlo'se f>ers4>ns slumld not be herded together like rabbits 
or pigs, but slnuihl be treated as men, nml if, as a result the ret'ora- 
rnemlations made by this Council, the Hmi’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim takes 
into his head to provide ls*tter a4‘<‘omm(Hlut ion, v^»‘ should, instead of 
( billing down Ufsin him. have praised him f<>r all that he has done. Sir, 
it was with a view t«> carry out the w'ishes (►f the Council that steps were 
taken and so far as 1 know, the acc'oinimslation he has made at Herhaiio 
pore ~ I wish it was not at all nei essary afid he had not imoh* it- is of the 
best. Hut, Sir, 1 think we in the ('oum-il would (h» W(*ll to impress upon 
the Government that the time has come when it is not at all necessary 
to have either the jail at Kanchrn{>ara or the nccoinniiKiation for female 
pris(»iiers at Hetham|>ore, and b*t us all in a bmlv make an effort to 
convima* the Government that it will not be right ti> pursue the jMdi<\v 
S4I h»ng 4’iuitinue<l. Hut, Sir, as the expenses have alreatly been incut re^l, 

1 think we shall not l>e right in stopping the grant, for, is it not that 
last year, when we were discussing the Budget and when w'e in a laidy 
reji*ct4'd the scheme for thedlrand Tnink Canal, we hatl to vote for the 
money already exjwnded by the Government? In this case also, we 
(annot but adopt the same pna^dure and insist that the Member for 
Government will not anv more make rtther ex|a»nses tiver the matter, 
and with a view to utilising the structures already made, he should try 
to put them into some other scheme which will Im* beneficml to the 
<*ountry, /or instance, the buiblings at Kanchara|mra can l>e need for a 
reformatory whool or they should l>e utilised for bnlging persons who 
are not habitual tiffenders, for this w ill 1>e a thing of the greatest benefit 
to the country, as persons who are not habitual offenders, if they are not 
kept along with habitual offenders, they will grow to he better pers4mfl 
and leave their habits to which they fell out of temptation. 

In conclusion, T lioi>e that efforts will la* made t^i utilise the sinicturea 
made in a better way, and not in the way in which it is proposed. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS I Wg to support the amend, 
ment prf>{toeiMl by my friend. Bnhu Imlu Bhushan Dutta. Tict me admit 
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Sir. at the outaet that thone of iiiy friends who hare spoken on thta item, 
We spoken with a c ertain amount of feelinj?— eall it vehemence if vou 
like. But as rejjard.s ( loudin^r the issue, Sir Henry Wheeler, I think, has 
done more in that direction. For what is th«‘ simple issue l»efore usp It is 
thia: that only a fortnijrlit aj^o. we {ussed a resolution in this t’ouiuil 
demanding that the imlitical prisoners should Im* set free. Hud the 
<f<>vernment seen its way to give effect to that res<diition there would 
have arisen no fM'casion <»r necessity for this deniaiid at all. Theref(»n*. 
the simple issue l>ef(»re us is whether we should go hark upon our I'eso* 
lution or not. As the (piestion admits of only one answer. I say we 
should not lu^a party to this grant. Hut this is a demami which not 
oidy (pipstions our self-res[>ec t Imt onr manhr)od also. It prcsi]p}Mtses 
that we can be submissive enough to consent to jails l>eing «*recled for 
itur ladies. For this demand not only c overs the j|nestion of jnore acc oin- 
tiiodation for male prisoners, but also the cpiestion of erecting new (ails 
tor ladies, ladies wlotse only offence — if it is an offem** at all is, that 
they are patriotic to a fault And this is a cjuestion uhich, Sir Henry 
Wheeler says, should be taken up in u dispassionate manner! while, to 
say the least of it. it is a proposal which must be cacnsidcna) preposter- 
ous by every right-thinking man. With thes4‘ feev words. I support the 
amendment. 

MsulYi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HUSSAIN * I rise to Nupimri 
the amendment bnmght forward by Halm Indu Hhiishan Dutta and Halm 
Kishori Median (’liaiidhnri. In doing so, I do not wish to hurl 
iiiMv tives againsl the (iovei nmeiit (ioverninent did what they thought 
proper in the pc'culiar c iirumsfaiices unde? whic h they wc*re placed, 
'riiese fKMiple in order to c*arn the reputation of iiiailyi and hero camrted 
imprisonment and thc»y were given the chance of showing tet the jieople 
what they w'anted. In fa<*t, Sir, lhe\ were not otdinar\ cTiminals win* 
were* sent to jail for c-ommitting ordinury c iimes, but they are honest 
and misguided persons w-ho thought they wcmld lie hailed as 
saviours of the country by doing things whic h they did. If we try to 
examine the psyclodogy of these persons it will be at once apjiarent that 
what they did, they did under (he behests of organisations uncier w*hich 
they work€*d. The |)osition has changed altogether since thc*se (>erHons 
W'ere arrested and sent to jail. Their meihfKl has already undergone drastic 
change; under the* orders of their leader Mr. Gandhi, they have ceased 
to disfdk’y orders. They have ceased to bring themselves within the 
elutches of the law*. Their sole ac-tivity according to the said dirf*<*Uon 
will be cofihned to social service and tvratlrxhi. Therefore, there is no 
apprehension of any further arrests l>eing made and people put into jail. 
This Council has also rf»cnmmended that they should lie set at lilieriy. 
The Bihar Government has already conceded to the demand of (He 
Council and it liehoves niir Government t4i release them. I appenl to 
Government with all the earnestness I can command to take int#» their 
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coriHiduraiion ihiH cliani^e of mentality of the non-c(M>perator8 and 
ndeawe them. The peace will not be endanprared in any way. If thei^ 
be no apprehension of the breach of peace there is absolutely no reason 
why they should be kept in confinement at the expense of ratt^payers 
who are themselves starving. Government can insist on continuing them 
in jail for maintaining the prestige and <lignity of the Government, but 
I submit the prestige has l»een sutficiently vindicated by putting them in 
jail. If they set them free now, it w'ill show their magnanimity and 
enhance their pi«*stige and popularity. Moreover, by doing so, mii(‘h 
worry, trouble and 4‘Xpense will be saved. (Government by doing so 
will also give efVeet to the resolutions which were carried^by a majority 
and this fact will enhance their {lopiiUirity. 

Under the cin timstunces, I would appeal b) the Government to 
release these |wrsons and withdraw' the deiiiaTid for gnint. With these 
observations, 1 w<mld stijipoit the amemlrnent for refusiTjg tlie grant. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I rise to support the amend- 
ment «)f Habu Imbi Ilhuslian Dutta. (bdy a few’ days ago, this Utnincil 
iccommended l(» Government that there was no necessity for putting'so 
many mm-<’o-o[)eralois into jail. Sir, this denmnd made by Sir .M>d-ur- 
flahim raises tw'o <juesti(ms. First, if the Uouncil reftises the grant, (he 
demand that (he ('ouncil made a few days bark that politieal prisoners 
should be Ix’tter k<‘p( and should be better treated, (hat resrilutioti would 
|M*rhaps be nullified. Another aspect ofjhe demand is that if the ('oun- 
cil gives the grant, it would endorse (he jxdicy wliieh has been adoptml 
by the Government, a policy of repression. Many of us think that there 
is no necessity of putting so many persons in jail, W<* find (hat wher- 
ever men have been easily sent to jail, the non-co-opruat ion movement 
is gaining grmind. 'I’his |M)licy of repression is like a red rag before 
an infuriated bull. Another as|)er't of (he (juestion is that if the Uouncil 
refuses this demaml, ami if His Fxrelbmcv the (Governor sees that there 
is absolute necessity for the money, he tar» certif\ the exjumditure. 
When that course is open to the Governor, why sin mid this (^ouncil asso- 
ciate itself with the tsdicv that has been. follow e<l ? It is not always 
safe for the Government to have a subservient (\mncil; a weak Council 
would only add t(» the weakness of the (lovernnu nt . We should make 
it clearly understtsHl that we do not want this poliey of repression to go 
on much Ibrkg»*r; it w’ill only help the spread of non-co-operation; it will 
only incite the }»ei»ple to do things w'hich would Is' regretted both by 
th# jH'Ople of the country as wVll as by the inemliers (»f the Government. 

There is another amendment stnnding in the name of Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray. This amendment practically means that he wants 
that the Council sKould only refuse the grant for building jails for 
women, but be d«»es not object to the building of a jail for men. Perhaps 
he thinks men could very easily undergo! (he honlships of a jail and there- 
b>re he has hr«»ught birwart! (hat amendment. 
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Now, Sir, tho thinj? i« thin: that jails do not ofii»n act an a meatia 
of stopping the activities of the |>eople who are Ix'nt upon doing good 
to the country — dtung gcwnl in their own way. 't here is a saying that— 

St^Mie wa!l» <lo not a priMOi mukts 
Nor iron Imrs a <*1450, 

Minds iniKKviit and quiot tako 
That for a liorniita^o 

So. if you go on putting [ie<iple into juil'i for their difTertuice of opinion. 
\ou cannot chniigc' their opinion^, hut yon ran make them cling to their 
opinion with greater tinnness. .Sir, onl\ tlie other <lay, this Council 
|Missed a reso^^ition that thi'i poliry of lepression should not ('oiitinue 
any longer, and it would therefore l»e log'ii'al on the part of the (\>uiicil 
to refuse the demand of Hs. l,o(t,(MMt for hnihling new jails. 

With these few word''. I support (he amendment of Halm liidu 
Hhiishan Duttu. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: When Mime time ago there was 
a resolution in (liis Coiim il that ( Jo\ ernnient should lesort to repressive 
measures, at that time it was unauimousl\ voted that repiessive measuren 
should he tak«‘n in onlei to<oml»at noii-< o-operation, and when represaive 
iiM'asures were taken h\ (io%einmen(, theie was a howl of indignation 
ami a howl (hat the repiessivi* measiiies taken hy Goveinment were (im> 
repressive. I heg to siihmit (hat (his (oiidiirt of (he Council i« iriconMi* 
stent, and (lieie ought to he a loiitinuity of polii v of the Council. When 
the rioii-co-operators were at then work, there were (he mmlerates who 
vuTe diMioniM nig ihrm. and thoir woie a laig^' nnmlM'? of roiimdlois in 
this ('onm il who [losrd as inodi’rates. ( .\ voiee : “ No.*’) 'I'here were 
a large nuinher, I say, you < annot say “ no ” 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
Older. I (o wokI ** it wiim not ii “ 

Th. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I’lrasi* tako yoin s»‘a1 . \ou niiitiot 111 

(errupt the memher 

Miulwi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I tieg to snhmit (hat I sanl a 

large nnmher of the eoum iMois are niodeiates, and the\ alwa\H (hmoiim ed 
noll-c^M^fN*lutor^ and iion-ro-ii|N*ratioii. 'Ihat is tin* crux of (he 
rjuestion. When we f ame tfi drs ifle as (o the work of the iioii'CO>ofHua- 
toiH. when the G<rvernment deeifleil (hat serine repressive inr^asiireN ougjit 
to Im* taken, (he mmlerates in this C-nuiicil gave their uriuniinouH vote that 
siu'h repressive measures fiiight to he taken to ronilmt nori>ro>o{M'ratiofi ; 
if this is so, and when there i.s a large nuiitlier of norwaMifieratom in jail, 
(hen there in a howl of indignation (hat they are not l»eing treate^l well. 
Of course, for the imke of lilx^rty, for the aake of the peace of the counfrv, 
for the sake of the prestige of (fovernnieiit . there ought to be aome check 
to the work of thes4» non-co-ojreraiora,, and when (here is a check, that 
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check oug-ht U) ht? adhered to hv ihin Council. It was said that thp 
arrangeinerils at KidderjKire Jail were unsatisfactory and that tier upon 
tier these ineu were slwpinir in Inixes and they might have fallen down 
and broken their limbs, but now when the grant for the jail is demanded, 
where Is*tt 4 ‘r aecoiiiniodation is to la* provided, it is urged to refuse the 
grant m toto. 

Then, with regard to the ladies, I do not advocate iny friend’s view 
that thev ought to be within the zenana; they (Might to, as every one 
else, take part in everything that their male relatives take part, and I say 
that becausr* a provisiim is going to be made for a jail for female prison- 
ers, we need not be afraid of our (►wn sisters and mothers<And wives that 
they sluMild be there (“ Hear, hear There need be no apprehension 
of their being put in the jail for which money is m»w demanded if they 
lH‘ha\(‘ hv themselves (»r»»(N*rl\ wh(‘llier (Mit of the zrnna or w'ithin the 
zenana. It is (Uily an accomrimdation which should be provided for 
crmtingencies and if srrcdi c<Mitingericles are not provided for there wuntld 
be amdlier howl when any f<‘male wiMild be put in any jail. Fnder the.se 
circumstance's I beg to submit that there (Might to be a continuity' of 
policy and the (Vnirn il (Might to ,supp(rit liovernrnent in their demand for 
the grant. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURh The II ouse (Might to appreciate the 
observat i(Mis which w(*re made by the Horrblc Sir TTenr^’ Wheeler when 
he Hpok(* on this res(dntiun. We (Might to approach this matter absolute- 
ly dispassionately and look at it fKun a Couns(*rs point of view. Peison- 
h 1 referern es are always objrM tionable and ouglit alwa\s to be avoided, 
but what is weighing (Ui ni\ mind I ought to ( andidly tell the House. 
This ('(Mincil by a large niajorit\ itM CMiiniended that these political ](rison- 
ers sluMild be released; that lestdiilion followed a certain course of events 
which 1 m*ed not dilate upon. The measures used are temporary. 
Arrests have been courted. *1 do not think that the state of things whir h 
led the (Government to arrest these petiple is gtdng to ('ontinue; non-<‘(>- 
o(>eration has Ix'en knocked (Mi the head 'riierefore, for fempf»rary 
measun's, I do not thirik that it is ne(*es.saty to pi(»vide ai'ctminuHlation 
for misguided |H*oph*. 

With regard to ladies, I cannot quite endiMse the opinion of the laat 
8)»eaker iTh^n he aiiid that their place i.s in the zenana and the next beat 
place for them is the jail. 

Mayivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: 1 did not miy that. 

8lr A8UT08H CHAUOHURI: I am sorry T misunderstood him. 
Anyhow, I quite agree with him that I do not like to see ladies in 
polities, specially our ladies. But in anticipation of a few of them going 
to the Calcutta haaars why should we provide accommodation for them 
near the liunatir Asylum at Berhampore ? It a^ma to ma too pemattiro , 
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So far an the Exwitive (fovernment ia «»iHx»rn<»d, R ^howa grmi ima^ina- 
tioa ; m far aa we are roncermnl we are mon» prcmair. May 1 make a aug^ 
geationP We heard yeaterday or the day liefere fn>m a reKpeiiNihle Mini- 
ster, I am not quite sure on which date, that the adniinistration of the 
t'alcutta University was almost eriminal. Why not ask the ('alnitta 
University to lend you the Semite Rouse or the I^niversity Institute for 
these prisoners? A large numlier of them could he easily uccomnnMiateii 
in these huildings. There are also other places that 1 may re<‘oniniend. 
Instead of utilising these res<iurces now avuHaMe to the tiovernment, 
these niagiiiticent institutions which do not contain students, 1 'do not 
think, we shoidid provide fresh accomnKMhition f«>r the ntisguided non-i'O- 
openihirs who, we are told, are most stud<*nts (*‘ Hear, hear **). 

Miulvi ABDUL dUBBAR PAHLOWANs I had tu» mind to sjieak 
t<»-day, but the speech of a gentleman like a Iwunh drojipitig on the 
( ouiicil from the c<uner of this Hall made me speak; speciallv his jump- 
ing and howling ( “ Hear, hear ") made me think whether he really felt 
for his (’ouiitrv <»r wanted to show from his ydace that he is a great patriot. 

1 hose sorts of people are spoiling the atmosphere of the country and they 
are really more dangerous to the ctumtry than the open enemies. 1 
condemn such attitude Sir, I cannot appreciate the riuiiark made by 
Kumar Shib Shekareswar Hay He dof»s not oppose the demand for jail 
for males and why? Are there two difTereiit laws one for males and 
another for females**' If a lad\ (auiimits munler is she not hangtsl? 

I do mit s|»eak of co-ofM*rat(irs or non-co-operators, but I iimlerstand that 
an offence <'omiii|tted by a man or a woman would have the same degree 
of punishment met4*d out and also the same pmtiM tion of the law. With 
these words, I resume my seat. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEE0 8UHRAWARDY: I to «up,mr« th» 
amendment of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Rav. 

To Iw consistent, the (’oum il should refuse the grant altogether. 
Not long ago we passed by an overwhelming maiority the resolution that 
the repressive laws lie withdrawn ami the prisoners set at liberty. This 
was a most important resolution and was an index of the tensity of our 
feelings and the depth of our revulsion against the polny furnisher! by 
the Government Ut maintain law and order. Our resolution has been 
ignored, but if we < .msider this res«dution to |>e on a different plane to 
other minor resrdutioiiM similarly ignored, if we consider that the reaolu- 
tion deals with a matter far more vital to the interests and the life of the 
country than man> we have passer! heretofore, then it is our iKHinden duty 
to protest by all the constitutional means in oiir power against the super- 
session of our wishes which we must try and have registered as mandates ; 
tke more so as since we have passed the rearduticms, a new siiuatkm has 
ari»n after the Bardoli aDDounremeni and the Gongress resolution 
which has clearly done away with the need of the repressive measares and 
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the npf*d of further incarceration. The non-co-operation party has re- 
nilcd cormiderahly fnnn its a#^c‘<sivc ])frojfniinnie and all immediate 
dan^fcr, if any real dan^rer <‘ver exi.sted, not hrou^rlit about by the injust- 
iccM of th(* Government ilHclf, baa vani.shfHl; not brouj^rlit alMiiit by the 
craNH ij?noranre of the Government of the condition of the people of 
India, Hot brfm^dil about by utter want of appreciation of their true feel- 
inffM, or niter diHie/^ard for their lejritiinate a.spirations. Rut I must at 
the Name time admit that the lar^^er and the greater danj^er from the 
Government point of view to itn siipercilionsneNH, hi^h handedne.HH and 
itN oliNtinai y and it.N presti^^e as a foreign Government, sent specially by 
l*rovideni*e to save this miseiable, beTu\^hte<l, barbarouj^ country from 
u dark dismal hi.st(uv still per.sisls as Inn^^ as the Khilafat and jarurnj 
wronf^^H remain nnrijfhted, as lonj' as the Reforms refuse to >?ive adequate 
w'ope for the realiHation of our national dcHtiny, as b»n^.r ns India will ]»e 
eoiisidered as tlie huppy hunting ^^nmnd ffw advmlures who think it 
their birth rl^rht to suek the bbsal of India for tlie ^doiy (d an efiipire. 
Hut this (lan^jei will always |)er.siNt ; the feelin^r of nationalism is jrrow- 
inp', and iinlesa Government desires to turn India into a vast jail or - an 
extensive eharnel house, it must reeop^nisi* iu le^^ality, i|s utility, its 
necessity for the shapin^r of a p-ieal ami mip’hU Indian nation, and accept 
with the best ^na« possible the nnwaid maieh of (‘vents. It is rad for us. 
5(ir, to provide jails foi sm h as tliese, it is not for us to curb their aspira- 
tions which are (Hit asfdfal ions. Hut lhesi> aie in the future. For the 
present, t|ie daiijjor is l(*asf, and if the GovernuMutt particularly the 
Goveinni(‘nt of India, ip'noraiil in its exelusivtMiess^ busy with .scheim*R 
of eit\-buildinpr, had taken ndvunta^M» of (h(‘ present . situation, and 
extended the hand of svmputliy ami fof^nvemvss, (hecounlrv, fukie as a 
country iiot(uiousIy is. but hunp-eriiip’ for sympathy, niij^ht yet have 
V(‘(‘red round and come to a compionnso. Rut tla‘ G«»vcrnim‘nt rofitinues 
ill its obdurate course, continues to hi'up coals of fire on the hc^^ids of 
our countrymen, cont inm*s*to conserve its eneiyy for more grievous 
ami vindictive blows. 

Mr. $. R. DAS: Mav I fise ton poiiit of order? Are these fK>ctiral 
effusions relevant to the matter under disrussidu? 

Mr. HU8EYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: 1 am glad that my 
friend tfqm Hurra Haxar has some s(mis(' of piadry although he does not 
ahtiw it in Kis exterior. 

Tht DEPUTY«RRESIOEHT: Mr. Subrawardy had better dim uss the 
qiieaiion before the Council. 

TI»Eflon*bto Sir HENRY WHEELER: May I ask for your ruling on 
the point raised by Mr. R. R. Das? 

TtM DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Mr. Ruhrawaidy is not entitled to 
discuss iKditical questions. The question before the rouncil is wbeilier 
n sum of Hs, l,2b,0(Kl is to be granted or not* 



im ] PEMAKDS FOR GRANTS. 197 

. Mr. AMY CHUNDER DUTT: May 1 a<«k ^%^iher Mr. BuKr«wardy 
wtm in onler in makinpr that obaemition rflatan^f t(» Mr. !)•«* appearance? 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDYl Thi^ OoTeminent 
intends to pro%*ide for 15,(MH) pris4)nerH and we are exported to find the 
money. lict us .say frankly that we an* not sucii lovers of law and ortler 
as to save our skins at the expense of 15.(KK1 of our Wst and l>ravest and we 
are no lovers of the isdire metlKnls and the |>oliee outrap***, whirh we 
know and hn'e seen ttxj often and well, and which have too often 
earned the enlo^rium (»f Sir IlcnrN Wheelei, to the etertml di^i redit <»f the 
Intellig’enre Ih*partment (»f thi'« (h»verninent Rut the fact is with us that 
otir voice has been i^-n(»red. and tlu* prisoners are still in jail. 1 am willinu 
h(»wever to sa<'tifire the pre.stijre of the t’oiincil this moment in a ^ood 
cause, if hv doin^' so we can alleviate their distress. The RidderjK>re 
jail must now he a hlazin^r furnac e, with no proper means ot ventihitinn. 
and will become more nf a furnace as the season ndvnnc'es; w ith flies and 
dust and stinks and slcepiessnes** addin^^ to the amenities of life. If by 
refiisinjf this vote « c* c cuild have compelled Government to set the 
prisoners at liberty, if b\ this mcdhod w'e c-ould have done what our ri'Hc»» 
lutions have' not done. I woulcl have been first lc» do so; but if nwin^f to 
our rc'fusal. tin* {iiiMihef. hnce to ^.uftcr and c*or>tiiiue to •'iiflfer untold 
miseries, if takiu); advantage f»f this. Government insteaid of restonjnjr 
the ^rant ccintinues tl^niHic t fuither privaticuis on them. «nd keef>s them 
incan'erated in pho es not fit for human hein^rs, for I have no faith in the 
kind-heartedness 4 ^ ^tliis Go\ cunment . I have no faith that this Govern- 
ment cuit of conip%i*»ion for the fcrisoiiers w ill c ert if v the j^r ant whc'Ve we 
cmrselves nia\ he to have failed in c cuiipassjnn for the sak«» ctf prestige 
then for their ‘•hcuild he w*» )l advised to vole tht 

frnent mcMint feu iltc* piiMo.»-.s ni Kidder |K>re ,lail which forms the main 
portion of the ^»^rant^ I hedieve. Hs 90.0fK). Rut the arrant for a wcunan's 
jail stands on^ cliffere|it foc>t inp We stand a^rhast that this Govern- 
ment could contemplate sncdi a monstrous mc‘asnre, that insioad (,f liberat- 
n»jr the pDsoners, it uitcmcK to evliuid its ojH*t;il ior»s tf> tiiccse whicli evmi 
this Government had been jrallarit enough to spare and we cannot permit 
this Government to enter upon a new departure in its pernicioua policy, 
which is calculatc‘d to tcuiHe the masses, as no cult of non-co-op«»ratiflll, 
no repressive rm a.sures cd the Government, no indiscriminate heldthniriii^ 
by the police has yet done. that mav rouse the slu^^gards’ Idood to 
the cowards’ heart to flame.” Tf Government ever enlertaincti fInV 
eventuality, then we cannot l»e a imrty to it c»r a fo an c\|K*udjtMr c 

incurred on such a monstrous hypothesis that this Council, hrrwever 
submissive, can ever vote in favour of it 

Apart from the messages of approval that I have had the honoiir to 
receive from all mer this preevinee, apart from the frequent interchange 
of views with substantial and loyal men. who have expresses! to me their 
appreciation of ray humble efforts to voire the feelings n( the fieople whom 
1 repreaent, and I aay thi# in all humility. I too have made effoHs to 
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underHiand the views nT the people, not sitting within the precincts of an 
office, or relymg upon the reiwcrts of Kuhsidised officials, and I can assure 
the (loverninent that, incited hy junkers and reactionaries, it will be 
CrOinmitting suicddh atid engulfing the cr»untry in ruin if it still persists in 
its p(»Jicy of creating aiti atinosfdiere that may ^jrecipitate a crisis, and of 
still considering that it ia a^aet that the present conditions justify the 
possihilily of further arrests. 

Dtider the circumstances, Sir, reiterating with weheinence that 
(htvernnjent must stop its programme of arrests. 1 support the amend- 
ment of Kumar Sliih Htiekhai eswar Ray. 

Thi DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Although 1 did not cai;<*h at Ihe lime 
the <‘xacl words \<»u used, hut I understan.l that you said: “ 1 am glad 
that m.\ friend lnun Huira llazar lias some ,seiis<‘ of |MK*tr> althougli he 
docs not show it m his «‘xf roior.'* You ought to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I withdraw that and 

UfHllogisiV. 

_ Kumv 8KIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; 1 tiu.ik, S,r. ,.,xi.u..s. 

NKiiiK are allowed in (lie IIoiikp of (’ommoiiN. 


Maulvi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: It ia true (hat we 
rarried u re, soliKion III thi.M Conn, il (he other day thni (he reprewve 
in, •, mire l«. withdrawn an,l (1,,. ivisons ali.ad, .vnlmce,! U- n.leimxl 
III (hat aenae, it la ini-onaistent to ^.riint tlim ih.imind. hiit wh.-n the 
(iov.rnnient liiianot found ita way to withdraw (he Criniini.l I.aw Amend- 
ntent Aet or to ride:,.,, the non-o.o,,e,ation priHonei .a. [ ;,.k the nienilH.r,a 
of hiatonn.il -Do they want (...send the p.ditirul pria.inera (o the 
orilinary jail and put them with the orilinary ,onvio(a. or do they want to 
keep Iheni in a .aeparate pho e with all aorta of ,-onTeiiieneeap Tlie other 
day another reaolntmn w.i,sj.aH,s,.,l to aeeor,! the aanie treatment to politi- 
, iil priaoners iia to firat .-la-sa miadeiiienanta in KiiKlaiid and ao if they 
want to look after their eoiiiforta (hey iniiat Riniit thi.a i,ion,.y 

I here .« another imnrae open to u«, imd tluit is („ aend theae n,.n.eo. 
oiieratora to he Si.mlerhana or aoine other pla.e where Oovernineiit haa 

Kad khaa lai„l with „ pmr of h.illoi ka and a and a whi. h 

Mahatma (lumllii wanta everyone to a.lopt. to form „ eolonv there Tn 

,i™r ■' " ™ "■ «»", M- 

% 

nnhlTln ' k>-'W whether it ia « healthy or an 

unbeftlthy plucc and it is h matter for the Gmernment to decide. 

With these words I oppose the amendment, 

Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahmiiir. t k a 

amendment of Knmar Rhib Shakhareawar Ray: but’ 1 mn/,n'’Th«t“'J 
Mnnot understand the reaaoninjr employed by him or by tb* aupportera of 
hia amendment; Their rea«>ning goe. to abo* that the wh<drii«,„t 
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iboiild be refused. My friend Bftbii tSun^ndm NatK Mallik had tin amend* 
nient in the same teriiiM hh that of Kumar Shib Hhekbareawar Ray, but he 
found that for the sake of ronsistenoy he must withdraw his anieiidment 
and support the more dpstu' amendment of Babu Indti Bhushaii DutU. 
Sir, we are told by Sir Aaiitosh rhnudliuri that for the fui):e f>f fairness 
and impartiality we should all oroetle to the te^uesri for tbe refusal of the 
demand for the arrant, but I rannot understand how in fairness he rould 
support the utaendnient of Bahu fndu Bhushaii Dutta. I<et us t oiisider 
this questitm impartially. This is a snbjeet whicli Indon^s to the 
Reserved Departments of the (loverninent and (l«>vernmetit as a matter 
favour, have e#ine to ns fm sam tionin^: this amount ami even if we do not 
sanetion the amount the\ u ill yet >ro on with it in spite of ns. The 
money has, I iinderstaml. been alreaily spent and only a few thousands 
nii^ht !n»t have been sfient thonjrli lontraets have Imeii enb'ied inb* for it. 
Now, the (jiiestion is Ibi^ Are we ti) be so nmeasonable as tT> refuse this 
amount <»ut of slie»r ('UHMHlness to put the novernment in a fa law position ? 
Sir, T did not vote for the remdution whieh said that all prisoners should 
be released f did not vote either way: but that had been passed and for 
the dignity of this House, I should have supp«»rt4*d the ametidinent of 
Babu Indti Blnishan Dutta, but the money has been spent alieady. The 
mistake wliirli the department coineiiied hasrommitted is by putting the 
Words “ for non-r(»-<»peiMt ion prisoners.’' If the department had simply 
said “ for the exlensjjui of piisoiis ” iioImmIv roiild have said unythiiig. 
Dais berause they haie put in tln»se wouls all these ditliriilties have 
arisen. Non*< <»-</perat am pnsontos are as gisid as onlitiarv prisoners and 
thev must have ar( otnmo<lation The prison authorities luive to provide 
a( Momiuodatioii. they have riolliing to do with politirs or with the res<». 
lution.s (d this ('ouni'il. When sr» many men are sent f«» the prison, they 
jiie Isoinii to ask for lartrei a< « ommodat mn , and In \ iew of obtaining 
siiiirtion they have made laiget .oa ommodat ion Well, if my fiiend 
piirrhases thos^ buildings w bu b have been built it is well ami g<Ms|. I 
rannot, however, s«‘e any justification for fuittirig it down in black and 
white [irisofis for ladu*#.” What is this!^ Want of oidiu.iry f’(Utimofo 
sense. We are not going to send ladies to jail. We shall all protest in 
u Issly against sending ladies t<t jail. Where have they been sent to jail 
for the offeiues alleged?' Nowlo^re in the wacrld have ladies been sent, to 
^il wholesjcle. 1 have never seen siieh a demand >-aucb » bure>fared 
(Wmand. Sir, T therefore say that (bis demand for ladies- K mi^n this 
demand for the jo romnuKlation of lutties- should be refused. ^ 

The Hon^blf Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Hu ving regard tf» the nature 
of (he debate, T think I should l>e perfeetly justified on Icehalf of Oovern- 
ment in using strong language wuth regard to the reekless « harges that 
have been made, but it would not add to (he dignity of the House if 1 
wem to do »o. Since I have entered this Council f have found that there 
is a tendenog on the part of several members of the Conticil to make all 
iorU of ailegaiioiia against Govemmoni whether them is any jnsiifieiition 
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for them or not. 1 as a Mepiber of tEsi Government bear my share ol 
the respf>n«ibijity for evefy ac tion of the Government and I can say this 
that in puttinj^ Uiis^lemanct before the ('ount il, Government have acteci 
vei*y thuughlfullj^ au3 considerately in the l>est interests of the country. 

1 hare never in this ('milftcil (»r elsewhere^ trieef to^nse strong lang^uage 
aKainsi our fidlilical opponents uh that woulct create further difficulties 
in the way of administration. I have deliberattdy refrained from ustEft 
Mich hitif^Mia^e l^ecawse 1 koiiu the* moie intci pcrafc^Tanguage is used 
the more difficult w'ill he our ta.sk. This (Vninc il has been brought into 
beitig bv statesmen of rare courage and foresight ; they, in spitis of strbng 
expressions of opinion by expert administrators to the ciltert that It was 
premat ur<‘ i<» laiincli liaxardoiis ex|>erinlent^ in this <’oiintrv, have had the 
courage to formnlate and inaiigniate the lar-mg}ited poliev of the Reforms 
which we ail earnest l\ liojie will prove miccesslal. Rut remember, 
this, lliis is tile tirsf stage ot I he Reforms. The dvarchy is not the aim in 
view of the authors of the* Reforms: the aim in view’ of the Reforms 
Scheme is ('oiiiplete Self-fJovernment . and it should he the endeavour cjf 
every oiie of us, Imth inside and outside the rmincil, of everyone in.<ide or 
outside iXe Government, to see that that policy is carried out properly 
and that nothing is done to rc*tard ib progress. 'Ihose who take up an 
attitude of unreasoned hostility towards the present (fovcTnment of the 
country are sundy doing no good service to tha country at all. If they 
go on like this, it will be impossible to consider any rneasure.s for the 
progress And welfare of the country. It is only when the Government 
as well as the (’ouncil are in a position to consider in a prr)per atmosphere, 
the various and difficult problems of administration that lie before 
that it is [>ossihle to arrive at a solution. By calling into cjuestion every 
net of Government, however well meant it may be, you will not he help- 
ing the Government or anyhody. We have got immense difficulties 
lM*fore us, we have got yiany serious jirohhuus, hut is tliis the way ol 
helping Government to solve these problems? * 

It is easy to speak in the name of the c»»ubtr\ . in the irnEie of patriot- 
ism. We all love our c'ountry Sir Surendra Nath ItanerjeH the Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, myself and the other Indian 
meinliers of Government are children of the soil, we love our country ai: 
much ttifany other uietulier of the House, and anyone who dares rhaUengv 
our motives does so for the sake of self-advertisement. V ^ 

Dr* SUHRAWAROYs May I riae to a jmint of order?. Is the 
Hon’hle Member entitled to attack other members of the Council in thh 
way? 

•ibu SURiliDRA NATH MAI.L.IK2 Is the Boa b> Member in 
order in imputiEf motives? X vant a ruling. 
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• Tlii DEFUTY'FRESIOENTlT'I Uihik tbe Hon 'lito If umber dom not 
mean anything*. 

Hao^^la Sif ABD*UR*RAHIilt Jit in not fair to iiiitrrupt jno lik# 
this. The jrrant which is now uskad for wa« prjf tically muictionecl hy the 
Council in this very Hali immediately after *the announ^nent of the 
measures hy His Excellency and most of that amount has alnmtly Wti 
spent. No iiuestijm waa rained at that time- << ria$ of dissent) I say 
delihenitely (ha! no que>iioii was luisfMl at (hat time as \u the wiseUmr* 
of the measures. 

Kumar SH»a SHEKHAREIWAR RAY: only i«« hour.,' in...- wni. 
driven. 

Tha Hof)*bla Sir ABD«UR*RAHIMs It to Im* rememhered that 

the.ne Jin»jeits have not Inam started now: the\ were .started. while these 
non-(‘(>-operati(m a<ti\ities were in full swin^*^. It was hi meet fuline 
cofltingencie.s of that nature, it was to meet the prohlems tiuit were then 
facing the tiovernment that (hose projef ts were undertaken. It lierume 
nwessary for (lovenuuent to arrest the men viola! injr (he lawnfand it wa> 
their duty to do .so. They could put them in the jails already exUtinu, 
whatever mifflit he the discomforts (he\ had to siifTer, hut that is not what 
the Government wanted. They wanted to see that proper m i ommodation 
was available, that prisfuiers were properly tieated, as (hey should I»e, 
and it was for (hat purixise (hat these projects were set on foot. There 
has hei-u a pio*! deal of arjrument like this. What is the j^nod unw of 
a.skinjf for this j^rurit ; jui a matter of fact part of the amount has already 
been sjient; tlvere is a lull in the non-co-operation activities; there have 
iHHm no arrests. The answer is that these measures were set on f<«it 111111 
matured while there was imminent danffer of these activities lieinjf con. 
tiriueil. There was a talk throughout the country of mass ci\il dlsolH‘di. 
ence. What winrkl that rneuit? It was apparent that larjfcr uci om- 
modation in th« jails would lie necessary, and it was under those circum- 
stances that (his Kam hrupura Jail was starteil. As re^rards the Kidder- 
[Hire Jail, that was <‘stuhIish«Hl scNin iiftcT the notihcutions were issued 
Government was iKuind to arrest those juirHoris who openly defieil the law 
and courted arrests at public meetings. It was found that (he uccom- 
.JKodation in the Presidenc'y Jail was insufiicient for all (he prisoners utio 
temporary jail at Kidilerpore was started. Most of the ex|>eiidiiurf 
of Rs. 99,500 for which sanction is now asked has already Is^en incurred 
as the Superintendent and warders had to lie paid and the ex|H*nsf*s o( 
900 prisoners had to l>e met. I put it to the Counf il how could any 
member reasonably ai^ the Council to refuse this ^rantK 

Ai regards the Kanchrapara Jail, what is asked for is Hs. 3,500, 
wkicb ia meant to cover the cost of the Superintendent, warders and 
other staff Ruii had to be kept ready in ease the jail was required. Too 
cannot get hold of Superintendents and ararders moment's notice. 
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We had got to be ready when the JaU Department was warned thaj 
arriiinrijodation might be required for more prisoners, and it was our 
duty to make preparations Iwforehand. I suppose everylH>dy knows in 
V\uH House that when a Magistrate directs the jail ofticer to take such ano 
such, prisoner in ('ustody, it is his tmuiiden duty to take tliein in. He 
«*miiH»t refuse", liecause that is Uie law. If yOu impugn that you must 
get the law changed. Unless you want these' pfi son ers to l)o hiiddleo 
♦together and put to all sorts of sufferings I submit the House ought to pass 
Ibis demand. 

As regards the temporary jail for female prisoners at Berhampore, 1 
have repeatedly told the House that as a matter of fact Government has 
l>e<‘n scriipuiousl y avoiding arrests of women. I am an Indian and 1 
shall Ik‘ nulurally against arresting women, nor do I think that any 
Englishman would lightly contemplate arresting them unless it was 
found absfdutely necessary. (Jovernmenl has been ai ling in that spirit. 
N<» arrests have lM»eii made vet, hut some of these ladies not only defied the 
law theiiiHelveM but dragged hundreds of peopb* in their train, woulo 
address them in public sijiiares <lefying law as gros'^ly and as oi>enly 
any of ilw men iion-co-operators. 

If they persisted in doing that, what was the position of Government ? 
Was it not rejisonalde on the part of (fovernmeiit to maki* some* provision 
for their aiwcommoilation in case their hafid*' weie absolutely" foned!” 
What have we doiieK We have acted in the best intcji^sU of tlo* mo \ ouh- 
guided persons by providing suitable uccommodiU loii . 1> the (iomtu- 

iiicnt to lie taken to tusk ioi tliis^ 

Now, soiiictliing lias Iweii said us regards the non-co-operation prison- 
ers they an* fighting for the good ot the numtiy and why should they 
be pul into jailK Well, I am ready to admit that at least many of them 
lire ui'tiiig from motives of patiiotism, but it is their methods which are 
o|H*ii to ohjet'lion, and 1 Irfke it that the memlieis ol this House generally 
olijei't to lliose methods just as strongly as any ittembbr of Gnvernment. 
If that is so, what is the position —either you want Un to tieat these men 
when arrested in u way whieh would not lie right or proper or you must 
provide j>ro|>er uecrmniiodatiou for them. We want to provide [iropet 
u<*rom modal ion so that they might not suffer haish treatment. What 
will lM»*t\ie result if hundreds of these peiqde were put in jail along wi|h 
eiiminals of des|a‘!ute chametery fn that case it would lie difficult J[d| 
the jail officials to luaintaiii dis< ipline without adopting severe ineusurG i 
as some of these |>eople are apt to Iwhnve very unreasonably in jail. 

It has lieen siiggestiMl that this Iwdng a demand for a r»*s«‘rvrHl aiibject, 
the (Jovernor could certify and so in asking the Council for this grant 
we are adding insult to injury. We are asking for this grant as a Oov- 
ernnient. Whether the Governor will or will not certify that lies entire- 
ly in his disi'retioM. We cannot say for certain that he will r’erlifv. 
•apposing he doea not certify, what will he .the result? These men will 
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to suffer. It is to relieve their sufferiuffs (hat we want to providt 
proper accommodation. But il the Council rt^fuw (his demand inntead 
of reducing their sufferings, they will he intensifying (hem. That will 
be the inevitable result if the (\»uncil do not juovide proper uecommoda- 
tion for tlvem, however eliHiuent some of the inemlKMs may wax. The 
prisoners are in our charge and it is our <lu(y to make pix>|>er arrange* 
meiits for (heir acf’fmnuodatitui. It is all M»rv well f»»r some of 
(he meml»ers to refuse a deimind like ihi^ 1 mm a use (Iwy do not appriive 
of the Government or of scmodMidy in charge of u particular Deinutmenl. 
it is our l>ounden duty t<i see that piis<mers uje proj>erly kept. 

The uMien^lment of Halm Indu Hhu.shaii Dutt was (hen put and a 
division taken with the following result:-*- 


AYES. 


AlMlMa. Maulvl RaS UMIR. 

Ahmta, Mimtlii Jafar. 

Ail. Sir. SyaA Erfan. 

All, Mumlil Amir. 

All, Hufithl Ayub. 

ArtiamuMln, Mauhri Khandakar. 
■battaaliArll, tabu Nam Chandra. 
Chaudhttri, Rabu KUbart Mahan. 
Chandtwm. Mbd TaiNuuiAlb. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Narandranath. 

OulU, labu IndH thttflian. 

Haa, Shall lyad EmdaduL 

Htnaaln, Mavtvi Muhammad Madattur. 

Khan, Mauhri Hamid «idslln. 

Mahramali, Munahl. 

Maltlli, Babu turandra Nath. 

Maiira, Dr. Jalindra Nath. 


j Muhharll, Prafaaaar S. 0. ’ 
Mukhopadhya. Babu tafal Chandra. 
Nakay, Mina Muhammad All. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra, 
eahlawan. Maulvl Md. AbdiH ^wbbar. 
eal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray. Kumar Bhib Bhakhatatvrar. 
Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray. Babu dacandru Kriahna. 

Ray. Babu ^acandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bljay Pratad llnih. 

Ray. Mr. Tarit Bhutan, 
tarkar. Babu Rithindra Nath, 
iuhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy. Or. Navtan. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Nuaayn thahaad. 


NOES. 


A flat, Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mautvl Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Ajtaharvddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Vahuinuddin. 

BanarNh, th« llMi'bir«p turandra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panahanan. 

Baau, Babu iatindra Nath. 

Blaa, Mr. E. S. 

B ampa a , Mr. C. N. 

CBau ih u rl, MaiNvl Shah Muh a m m ad. 
OiaifdliuH, tha Nau*bla tha Naarab Salyld 
Maarab Ah, Kban Babadur. 

Opt, Babu Bhitmaday. 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

•at Oupta, Ral Babadur Nibaran Chandra, 
flun, Mr. A|ay Ch MN U r. 

Duval. Mr. N. P. 

PranMi, Mr. r. C. 

Panaatar, Hr. A. Cam pha B . 

OBaaa, Mai Ba h a tar Jatandra Ohundvr. 
Qaadaf IN', s. w, 

M ap h y t at, Mr. W. B. 

HuattmtarU, Mr. 0. T. 

Mbr, MauBrl Ekra mm, 


Karim. Maulvl Farlal. 

K«rr, Ihr Hon'bN Mr. J. N. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman, 

Lana, Mr. 4. 

Larmaur, Mr. P. A. 

Maharaiadhiraia Bahadur at Burduan, 

th« Han'bla. 

MIttar, Dm Nan'bit Hr. P. C. 

MuNtak, Babu Nirada Bahary. 

PuBb, C al an a l A. 4, 

Rahim, tha Nan’bit Blr Abd ur. 

Rauf, Mautvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. KrHhna Chandra. 
Ray Chawdhury, Ra)a Manmatha Hath. 
Ray, Ral Bahadur Latll Mahan Sltifh. 
Ray, Ra|a Manllall SmcB. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Bahu BaNaia Nath, 
taiam, Khan Bahadur Ahdut. 

Shlfmar, Mr. H. E. 

•pry. Hr. N. E. 

•iaphanaan, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

WaMh, Mr. e. P. 


lamti, Hr. R. N. L. UnBfari. 


Wardvwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Kym being anfl the Noen 4?. the motion was Inst. 



m DEMANDS Foil OttANTf?.^ [2nd Mai. 

The amendment of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was then put and. 
a division taken with the following result : — 


A fiat, Nawabtaea K. Khan taliaeur. 
AHmai, Mauhrl RaA UAdln. 

Aliintd, Muntai Jafar. 

All, Mr. Sytd Erfan. 

All, Mimthi Amir. 

All, Munthl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, MMulvl Khandakar. 
•battaebarji, labu Ham Cbandra. 
Chaudburl, labu Kltbarl Mahan. 
Chaudhurl, Hal Harandranath. 

Oai Oupta, Hal lahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Dull, Mr. Ajey Chundar. 

Dutta, labu indu thuahan. 

Ohaaa, Ral lahadur dagandra Chundar. 

Haq, thah I yad Emdadul. 

Huatain, Mauivi Muhammad Madaaaur. 
Khan, Mauivl Ngmld ud^llif. 

Khan, Mr. Ratatfr Mahman. 

Makramall. Munahl. 

Malllh, labu turandra Nath. 


AYES. 

Maltra, Or. iaiindra Nath. 

Mukharjaa, SUmi NItya Dhan. 

I MukharJI, Pralaaaar 1. C. 

Mukhapadhaya, labu tarat Chandra. 

I Nakay, MIria Muhammad All. 

Naakar, labu Ham Chandra. 

Madflf ShahJONhir. 

Ray, Kumar lAlli Ihakharaawar. 

Ray, Ral lahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja MaAmatha Nath. 
Ray, labu dagandra Krlihna. 

' Roy, labu dagondra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. lijay Praoad tingh. 

; Roy, Mr. Tarit Ihuoan. 

Roy Chaudhurl, labu Sallaja Nath. 

, iarkar, labu Rithindra Nath. 

luhrawardy, Or. A. 
j luhrawardy. Dr. Hattan. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Huooyn thahaod. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan lahadur, Maulvl Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Yakulnuddln. 

■anorjoa, tho Han‘blo Hr Surondra Nath, 
laiu, labu datindra Nath, 
lifi, Mr. E. E. 

Sampai, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl thah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, tho Hon’blo tho Nawab talyld 
Nawab Ail, Khan lahadur. 

Oat, labu Ihithmadov. 

Oat. Mr. t. K. 

Ouval. Mr. H. r. 

Prrnoh, Mr. F. 0. 

Forrotlor, Mr. d. CampbOH. 

Oaodo, Mr. 1. W. 

Hapkylno, Mr. W. 1. 

Nunt'nglord, Mr 0. T. 

Hug, MauNl ikramuL 
damoa, Mr. R. N. L. Langfard. 

Karim, Maulvl FaitaL 


Ktrr, the Hon'blo Mr. d. H. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Maharaiadhiraja lahadur of lurdwan, 
tho Hon’blo. 

Minor, tho Hon'blo Mr. F. C. 

I Muiliek, labu NIrodo lohary. 

Fahiewan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Fugh, Colonol A. d. 

Rahim, tho Hon’blo Sir Abd ur. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 

Roy, Ral lahadur Lain Mohan tingh. 

talam, Khan lahadur Abduo. 

tkinnor, Mr. H. E. 

tpry, Mr. H. E. 

ttephonton, Mr. H. t. 

twan, Mr. d. A. L, 

Walih, Mr. C. F. 

Wboolor. tho Hon’blo tir Nonry. 
Wordtnorth, Mr W. C. 


The A.vbh WiiiK and the Noes ;tK, the motion was oarrii.d. 
The oI•i(film^ motion im amended was then pnt and fjfreed to. 


It.— Polio*. 

MEMOER in ttmttt *1 POLICE DEPARTMENT (Um UmPM* 
tir Htnry WliMlor)t 1 move that a sum of Ks. 3L000 be grantad to 
tiUH>t the total ex.-t-ss under “ >Hi. I'oli.x'." This demanOj, ratherln Oie 
nature of a btdan. ing of exiH-nditHn-, The revis4ii estii^ which has 
been cirewlated wa, teas hr this amount than what the b*lai(rn(f of 
fiirures now shows to be the probable expenditure of this de|mrtment 
and the diterence requires to be covered by a, vote. It is the sum total 
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p{ a certain number of nixi a certain nuinlxT of defieienciea. the 

net result being this U>tal of Rs. 34, (KH). A large part of the details 
is accounted for by provision for the higher jmy of clerks and by the fact 
that the establishment charges have been heavier by rt^ason of the fact 
that there were, in fact, fewer vacancies than were anticipated on the 
experience of last year^ Under “ Presidency Police ” the total excess 
is Rs. 1,20,000. The chief increas«*d pn»visions are Rs. 32, (HK) as against 
Rs. 10,000 under Superintendence, house-rent and other allowaru’es,^* 
in order to meet the siif the allowances of clerks, full pro- 
vision for which Wioe^ot iimde in the budget cslmiatr; Rs as 

against Rs. (a(HI,(K)0 for constuhles‘ pay, owing to ffwer vacancies; a 
provision of Rs. 2,r)t,0(K) for extra police urrungcnients at the lime of 
the Royal Visit, most of whi<h has already been voted; Rs. 74. (KK) for 
hospital charges, as coinpuretl with Rs. (Jl.OtM), to piovide for the pie- 
viously sanctioned iiuTeased pay (induding airear juiy) -of the staff. 
t»n the <ither haiul the provision under River and Dock Pulico has h»'en 
redu(‘e(l owing to recoveries from the Port (’oiumissioners exceeding the 
e.stimated amount. 

Under “ Superinteiideme,” Bengal Police, we have Us, 2,()l,CK)0as 
against Hs. l,70.(MMl for salaries and exchange compensation allowance 
on account of the revision of officers* pay; Us. 34, (KM) instead of 
Rs. 12,(MKI under house-rent and other allowances to meet the coat of 
the ful inferun allowance of clerks. Uiuler “ esiahlishinent ” a reduc- 
tion (»f Us. 28,000 has been effected. 

In (he “ District I'.xeciilive Force ** the |>rovision for salaries has 
been reduced fiNuii Rs. 8,02,000 to Rs. 8. 20. (MM) I’mlei Police Force 
(be net excess is Rs. 2,Hr>,(HMI. (he increases being under the jxiy cf 
insjHvtors and coiistahles owing tc» the revisiim of pay and hetler 
re<Tuitinent, while the anuuints proviiled for the |»av of sub-inspectors, 
assistant sub-inspectors and head constahles have not l»een recpiired in 
full. 

In {K>lice training schisds the provision has l)een raised from 
Rff. ^ti3,000 to Hs. 3, OH, (MM), the increased charges being due to the 
apjMuiiiment of an Aaaistant Principal at *Surda and the cost <»f the 
Howrah deteotfye training schcHil being debited under fliis head instead 
tii under the ('nminal In vest igalir»n Dojsut merit. 

In fiatabliahmeni charges the provision has been increaserl from 
Rs. 4,H2.000 to Rs. f),33,000, the main increase Ireing under bttinch and 
b«i4 establishment owing to the revision of the p«y (»f the staff. 

. in allowances Mid contingencies a larger provision for (he travelling 
a&>wlnce is (||pcessary owing to the greater ar tivitv of the jsiIhs* (nrt^, 
and for tb# iirtne reason as well as on account of the riiie in prices the 
provision for contingencies has been raised. 

Hospital charges are less owing to larger recoveries for diet supplied 
in hospital. 
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In rnilitiiry police a small increase of Rs. 7,000 under contingencies 
calls for no remarks. 

In railway (wdice increased provision has been made for the F>a8tem 
Bengal Railway and Kast Indian Railway police Ut meet the actual cost 
of the force especittlly eoiistables (there lieing fewer vacancies in this 
rank) and also on aeount of eontingem ies. The total net provision for 
railway polie<* is however less f»wing to the adjustment of accounts as 
explairied in the Financial Statement. 

In (Criminal Investigation Department the tola!* provision has l>een 
reduced from Us. li,72,tMM) to Us. G,50,(K)0, thf‘ increase under jxdice 
f(U*c4' b4dng more than connterlmlanced hy reductions under the heads 
of salaries, «*slablislimefit and allowances. 

^I’herefoie this sum which 1 now ask is the net result of these varimis 
ad<lili»um and subti lotions wlii<*h I have briefly <h‘tailed. 

The motion was thaji put and agreed to. 


40.-- Exchange on transaetions with London. 

The Hon'Me Mr. J. H. KERR: I move that a sum of IN. .H.(;r),00() 
grauie<l ti» nie<d the loss on ai’coiiiit of exchange on t mnsact ions with 
liondon. Following the (mmiis** udo{»t4*(] by the (ojviu'nmcnt of India in 
tin* current \ car’s Budget wc to4»k tiu* rate of ♦•\ih:»ng»* bu’ the ycai 
t(» Is* 2 shillings til the ru|M‘c. As cvcrvlKMlx kn(»ws Ihcsi* <‘\[H’ctati«)ns 
were not realiscil ami a large part of tlo* (loveriiment of India's hnanrial 
trouhh's ai4‘ dim to that fa<t. In our < use the loss owing to tin* ratc^ 
<d 4>\<hange is not Imwi'Ncr so serious. It amounts, on account of 
Miscellaneous St«u«'s ” to tliis sum of Ks which I now ask 

t lu* ( 'oiincil \n v(»t(‘. 

Cofonol A. J. PUGH: Sir, may I ask a (piestion before tba motion 

is put}* , 

I understooil the llturbic Mcmls r to say that this Govcrtiinent had 
taken exchange at 2 shillings hut the (b)\ eminent of Indian t(M>k it at 
Is. 51d. AVill the ilorrble Member explain liow 2 '^hillings lame to 
be Ittk**!! by this Goveriimeiit while the G4»vernment of Indi% took it 
Is Sd. ’ 

Thi Hon’bM Mr. 4. H. KERR* Tlie point is, Sir, that und^^r the 
various detailed heads of the Budget we tcsik it at 2 shillings and I^dar- 
stand that the Government of India did the same. For ike pnrpotM nf 
their main budget they have taken it at N. 8d.. but under their 
instructions we took it at 2 shillings in the detailed heads. 

The motion was pul and agr<»e<l to. 
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46.->8tatiiifiary and Printing. 

Tlli Han’bla Mr. <1. H. KERR: 1 umve that a sum of R«. G,7<>,()0(t 
be granted to njeet oxtessos under the major head “ 46.— Stationery ami 
Printing.*’ The reastms for these exeessos are state*! in the memoran- 
dum which has been circulated. I have iu»thing to add to Umt memo- 
randum and I have nothing further to say in just iticut ion of this dafimnd. 

Rii dOCKENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BthftdiJr: May F !>«* |>4‘rmitted 
to s)H*ak in o])iM>sition tt» it? 

TII6 DEPJITY-PRESIDENT! I am afraid my ruling should 1^ that 
you (‘annot speak as you have not .sent in any amendment. This is, I 
presume, an unopjM>sed item as no member has sent in a imition for 
refusal or reduction under the rules. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bghadur: It is not u <|uesti«»n 

of amendment at all. 1 want to speak in op|HMilii>n U\ it: there is no 
<|ue.stion of amendmetit. 

Blbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: In iliat (‘use, why are these 
motions put to the vote and Ayes and Noes asked for? 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (after deiibeiatmg with the Legislative 
Secretary): Vers well, you mu\ sfieak. 

Rai 40CENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I have a word U> 

sas atfainst Ihis gnmt I find that there is an im reuse of Its. 
in SlationeiN and I’linting to last \<‘ai’s luolgel. ’rio* pina* of paper of 
late has ^'oiu‘d(»w(t by halt and i may sa\ that this e\tiaoidinai y increase 
of stationery and piintinir in IheKe \eais cd di‘fi< it is mil (ertainly justi- 
tied. I think, there ought to be a limit to so mm h printing, so mm h 
[»e»i and ink and so mmh stationery. I therefore say. Sir, this sum 
ought not to be allowi'd. 

Tha HofYMe Mr. d. H. KERR: I do not km*w whether Kai .logendra 
f'hitud^r (fliose Ftahadiir has read the memorandum which has lN^*ti cir- 
culated. In that niemorandiini he will 6nd the n‘usons fi^r the im reuse. 
The main iiicrej|f|e is under Stationery siipplie<i from the (antral 
Stunw*. 'riiis Is due very largely the purchase of additional pujMir 
for ihft^orms Department which was unavoidable this year. Previ*»usly 
they had lieen going on with their old st<S‘k of (iu|M*r and when they 
(^ame up at the end of last vear, I understand, tin* Kinance Defiari- 
ment, liefon* I tindk over charge, fold them to go on and finish their 
»Ux'lbi. Hene«» it was inH'ess;irv to piirciutse larg»* stoc ks (liiit year. 
I may sav this paiticul ii tian*>a< tion attrm t«*d the attention 
of Mr. Spry and he brought it my notice and w'e pro^MiPie t4> go into 
the question of the supply of pftfter for forms and see whether we ointioi 
regnUie it in s<»rae mon* effective manner than at present. This ia 
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ratber a clifHctili matter because it ie not easy to regulate the issue of 
paper and to compare it with the issue of forms for the departments. 
Then the increase in the Press expenditure is, as the Council will see, 
very largely due to the large increase in work caused by this enlarged 
Council . Everyb(»Ay who has served in the old Council will realise at 
Qi^e phat an enormous increase in printing of various kinds this Council 
is .reslmnidble (or. The work is constantly expandii|g. as w# are aware 
and under tl^ese conditions the demand for printing must increase. In 
the Press Departiuenl we have got an increase of Rs. 71,000 under con- 
t luge mu**# due mainly lo ihe considerable increase in cost siine last year 
(d reijuirisl in printing, coal, ink, tvri)entine and 

oil. 9 IW uLir> increased postage and the larger oTitturn (»f the Press. 

Ft ii alitr necessary to provide a sum of Rs. 00,000 for the printing work 
of the High Court which is done by the Government of India Press. 
The cost of this was formerly borne by the Central Government but 
under the Keforius S< heme has to be borne by this Government. 

7’liese, Sir, are the main items wliii h make up the total of Us. tJ,7(»,0tK). 
r am afraid, it is niiuvoiilahlc and we must meet this expenditure. 

O'he motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Friday, the Ord March, 
192U, at the I’ow.i Hall, (Calcutta. 
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r'rocMdings of tlw Bangti Legislative Ceuiwil eeeembM under tlw 
provieiona of the Government of India Act 

The (Vmnoil mot in the ('mim il (’hiinil>oi in the Town Hall, CalMiHa, 
at *1 p.M. lyfi Friday, Hie 3rd March, 1922. 


Prasant: 

The Deputy-Preftidonl in the (3iuir, the Ilnn’hlo the llembaihi ot 
llio Executive (\»uncil. the Ilon’ldt- the tliiee MiiUHters and 82 numinrtlcU 
and elected members. 


Unstarrad Quest iont 

(answars to which wara laid on tha tabla). 

Vonaraal Diaaasas in Oaloutta* 

212. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) [<* the Horrhle 

the .Minister in chai^'c of ihc I>c|»art!ncnt f)f Encul Sclf-Hovemmcnt 
111 u [K).sili<ni to f uriii.‘*li any stntiht !«>», slmwin/;;;’ ihc incrtnist* t»r ntherwise, 
of the venereal tliNcases in this ctnirilrv an»l ».jHM ially in Calrutlal' 

(/>> Will the flron'hle the Minister Iw t<» state how many 

hosfiitula or institutions th<‘i<* are in (’ah utta for the treatment of venereal 
diseases ? 

Are the (Toveriiment (oiiHidenng’ the ticsiiabilit \ of introducing 
an A<‘t, on the lines of the Kniclish (Vintagious iJ.seaHCH Acts of lHfi4-69, 
to che<*k tbe'epreufl of venereal dinenw's in (’alcutta f 


MINISTER in Miarga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELP. 
COVEiNMCNT (the Hen’We Sir Surendre Noth 8Bneriee)i (n, A 

eitateiitont is laid on the table. The figu/CN for 1920 include *' Hthet 
diaeaaea of venereal origin.” Such caaea were previoualy whown under the 
head, ** All other infw^tive dineanea.” 

{h) All hnapitaU and dispenaariea in ralciitt.e tr(*at venereal patienU 
There ia a apecial hospital, ri*., Voluntar)* Vener^-al Hospital at Alipors 
for the treatment of femalea ioiffering fnim thia diw'aae. 

(r) There is no auch projioaal lief ore Government at present. 
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Stntrmrnt referred to in the reply U) clauxe (a) of unxt^rred question. 

No. 212, showinp the 

diseases 

number of patients treated for venereal 

(n In Cnlvutta medical tnstitntiims during 1916-1920. 

PHt; . 

. . 18,459 

HM7 

.. 19.6^' 

n»i« 

.. 17.155 

VMU 

15,743 

U120 

23,120 

iii) In the mu fossa 

/ hfK'tpitols dnrnuj 1916 

IlMfi 

... 59.539 

ini7 

61,030 

lltlH 

61.057 

VMU 

i4,219 

Pt2() 

70,616 


Port Commiasiofiort* Licetiso Office at Ramkrishnapur. 

213, Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURC r?) Will iUc 

fliiirhlo IIh‘ in rliar^fo of tli<* Marino Donartinont ho ploa'^od to 

fltato uliollior it ih a fa< t that thoro is oiil\ ntio I’oit (^oininissionors’ 
lironso oflioo for ^rnintin^r lironsos tc» Imats plyifi^r irt tho Ifoo^jhly uml 
tlu»t it is situatod at Ilafnkrislmapnr? 

(/i) T« it a fact that Iwiats romin^^ out of thi^ (’ircular and Eastorn 
Canal aro arrostod for not taking; out Pori Ctuninissionors’ lironses lui 
soctiMM' thov ontor tho Hoofjrldv? 

(r) How many hoat-amn;M havo l>pon arrostod for not taking? out 
suc h liconsos and how many of thoni liavo hocui finod cu othorwiso pun- 
isliod for sucdi (»ffon«‘os durih^ tho last tivo \oaJs? 

{ih .\ro tho (ifovornmout oonsidorin^ tho dosirahilily of roquestiuj; 
tlio I’ort Coiuiuissionors to ostuhlish a lironso f>(hro nour the Chitpur 
tcdl-stat ion Y 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. li. H. Kerr): Oi) Yes 

(h) J^Hno rasos Imvo or<*ufred <»f bouts h<‘ii»pr ■nrri'sted after coming 
out of tho CircMilur and haisforn (^anal into the ITm)frhly. 

{c) Fijruros are available only for the last four years. They are 


as follows : — 

tfiit. 

itii 

Olrt 


Arm-lod 

464 

179 

350 

2H.1 


457 

>78 

353 

279 

W*rt»e<t •ml dciw'hsfge'l 

6 

1 

4 

3 

Avquit(«si 

— 

— 

! 

1 

Siruok off 

1 


1 
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. (rf) The Port Oonimis.sionprR who were eonsulteti state that they do 
not eontemplnte esUblishiii}; a second license office as it would liioAn 
duplicntion of expenditure which would have to he redmped by an 
increase in the present license charijes. 

They propose, however, to iftake an arruii^jenient hv wh'wh permits <tr 
temporary passes will he issued to Imats coming from the (anal on their 
way to jfei licenses at the rejristration ofliie, on ap|>licati<»n at Hie 
nearest toll-house, about 150 yards from the (anal. These permits will 
cover the journey from the (5inal to the re^Mstration oftii e at Uamkrish- 
iiapur and hold >j:ood for one or twt) days In the ( in umstam es, (Jovem- 
nient do not JfToixise to take further action at present. 

Bench appeintments in certain unions of Tippera sadar suh- 
di vision. 

214. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (n) lias the attention of 
the lIoiTllle the Ministei ifi chary-e of the Department of f.ocal Self- 
(ioveriiment been drawn to the selection of memhers of the union hmird 
of the sadar soiithcrn siihdivisions of tlo* Tip|e-ru district foi investment 
with hemdi powers under section (15 of Hen^nil Ait V of liHItJ' 

(h) Is the lloirhle the Ministei aware that in iinmns Nos. TJ ami Id, 
and in tin* l/uk.saiii and Tttardah iinioi s m (he ^alll disfriet, (he majority 
of (he inhahitarits are Mnliamniadans aiiion^^ whom there aie several 
eftirient men? 

(f t If so. will the Ifon’hle the Minister he pleased to state why - 

(f) ill the liaksam union no Mnliarnmatians have been invested 
with powers under seetion t»5 ; 

(ri) in the TTtanlah union one Mnhaiiiniadan has been so invested; 
{ttt) in the liaksam union the Hindu /ainiridais have not been so 
invested ; 

(fc) in the ItlHHiksar uni<in (union No. Id) t»ne Miihammadfin has 
been invested with .such powers; and 
{v) in the Bhouksar union out of tliret* Himlu niemlmrs two 
memhers (unele unrl eoiisin) have been so vested? 

id) Was the selechon based on the js*rsonaI imfuirv of the Disirif t 
Magistrate or on (hut of suhordinafe odieers? 

<e) If the in<|U)ry was made hv the snluirdinate offieers will (he 
Holf^ble (he Minister he fdeased to state the names of sm h officem? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that (he District Ma^istraU) 
was asketl by me on (he 21st June last, to make personal inqitirieaf 
(p) Did he make personal inquiries? If not. why not? 

(K) Are the Oorernment considering the desirability of Uking any 
steps in the matter? 



m QUESTIONS. [3rd Mar. 

*» ' ' 

Tht Hon’Mt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. . 

(h) The Mini«ter is informed that the majority of the inhabitants 
in the^e unions are Muhammadiiiis, and doubtlesB many of them are 
effirieni men. 

(r) The Dintrict Ma>ci«tm1e reports that in selecting men for 
X investment with judicial powers, under section 05 of the Beny^al Villa^^e 
Self-Oovernment Act (V of 1019), his aim was to select the most efficient 
persons available, irreMpe< tive (d their religion or creed or of other con- 
siderations. This is in accordance with the policy approved by Govern- 
ment. It is also reported that in the.se unions the local Muhammadans 
tend to be less advanced, educationally ami pfditically. than the Hindus, 
and it is not tberebue possible for the Majristrate to nmninate them io 
flem h appointnwnts in proportion to their number. 

(fl) and (/•) 'Die selectijui was not based on any special inr|uiry made 
by the llislriel Ma^ristrate. The nominations were made bv the District 
Maj^isirate on the recoinniendat ion of the Subdivisional ()ffi<*er, Habu 
Itfijinohan Ganguly, and the (’ircle Ofheer, Habu Manoranjan 
(Oiaudhuri, whf» already knew the persons in the resp<'ctivc unions who 
were best fitted for the posts. 

( / ) Y es 

(//) 'I'he district was at that time in a ilisturbed state piditically, and 
the railway and steamer strikes were in full swin^*^ The absence of the 
District Majristrate for any ron.siderable tiinr* in an out-of-the-way 
pbice of the distrii t would have been most undesirable Tt was for the 
District if«Ki«trate, as <'hief executive officer of tlie district, to decide 
whether a personal inquirv was nei'cssary or n(»t. 

(h) 'I'he answer is in the nejrative In makinp' appointment.s under 
section of the llenjral Vilbijre Self-Gorernment Act, Government rely 
on the judgment of the District Muiifistnite, who is the most competent 
authority in the distru t, to nflikt* nominations The Ma|?istrate will no 
doubt r'onsider any su^jjestions made to him on the subject, but he is 
not necessarily b(»und to act on them. In this particular case, the 
District Ma^^istrute report.s that the subonlinate fdheers concerned are 
both very com|M*tent men, and that he has the j^reatest confidence io 
their jud^rment. 

Profiortiofi of Muhammadans in tha oflloat of tho DistHot Magistnda 
and tha Oistriot dudgo of BakarganJ. 

m Mauivi FAILAL KARIM: {a) Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charfre of the Appointment Department Iv pleased to lay on the table 
a statement ahowitiR — 

(i) the numl)er t»f ministerial officers appointed by the Dieinci 
Magiatrata and the Diairict JudRe in their offioea *111 the 
diatrict of BakarRenj in the year I921 ; 
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(if) the number of Muhtiiitmatlun officer?* nppointeii in 1021; mitl 

(fit) the j>er<*enta)>re of Muhammadan mininteriul ufficerH in ihoae 
offices including (he subordinate courts P 

(h) Is the Hon’hle the MeniWr aware that the circular to appoint more 
Mtthaiaiiiudan officers is not always 4>bser%‘etl in the offices and ('ourta 
of liengal P 

(r) If so, what steps, if any, are the (}o%’erninent going to take to 
ensure the (»hsei vunce of the circular in future P 

MEMBER *ln charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tM 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (o) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) ami (c) 'I'he position in the district offices in lieniral is review’ed 
ever%’ year hy the ('omiiiissioner who passes the necessary ordera. 
l‘he control of the (dvil court offices is vested in the District*. Judges. 


Statement nthnwtutj ih$ nutuher of ministfnnl njfl'fn (ipp>nvtf<l by the 
Dintrirt Maytsf f tile (ind the i>infrirt Judye i,f Jidkaryttifj refrrrni 
to itt the reply to dof/se (o ) (tf uuetarnd yueetum A'o. Sift. 


MafftHenal ('iturt — 
IP-M 


Judijf $ ( 'iturt — 
lOil 


N (‘f mliiitlrrUl 


Numlwf «*f Mtihatii 
uwU »i> 
apiiolriirrl 


l’< ri'^tiUg' Ilf Mul.aitv 
niaiUn mltiMUriai 
nSi'wra. 



7 .1 27 2 ' 


Nil 


in 


• I U*K« l»»i .»*» n«i4r Ui «»ni from fb« proltatum , 


Reeolutlofis 

(under tfie rulei for the dieoustton of matten of gonortl public intoreot). 
Poftponement of reedution. 

BdKl KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURIS I am told that the subjef t 
matter of my resolution is under the consideration of the Hon’ble Mints, 
ter in charge of the I^M*aI HelMiovernment Department, and I therefore 
beg leave that it may be postponed to eoine convenient d»*<‘. Hereaftef , 
if I think it neceamry I will move it. 
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POSTPONEMENT OP ItESOLWTION. [3rd Ma« 


Tbt DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Bibu Sumdra Nath Ray): Tlfe 
following resolution of Babu Eishori Mohan Chaudhuri goes to the 
bottom of the HhI: — 

“ Y^is Council recommends to the Government that Government 
servants and Government pleaders be not allowed to offer themselves for 
election to the municipulities, district boards, local boards and union 
boards in Bengal, and that the Hystem of V(>ting by ballot be introduced in 
elections to those bodies.’' 


Failura of raeolution. 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The following resolution of Rai Radha 
(7haran Pal Bahadur fails because we have already passed a law which 
covers the subject matter of the resolution : — 

“ This (’ouncil recommends to the Government that the Calcutta 
Improvement Act lie so amended as to permit of the payment of a statu- 
tory allowance of If) per cent, in all cases of land acijuisition for' the 
Improvement Trust, and that a Bill to that efiei t be introduced as early 
as practicable.” 


Withdrawal of raaolutions. 

The following residution standing in the name of Maiilvi Azaharuddin 
Ahmed was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be witlidrawn : — 

” This (^mncil recommends to the Government that during the out- 
break of cholera, medicines like camphor pilK, chlorodyne, kundanhaya 
rhuma and karpurashav, and during the outbreak of malaria quinine 
pills be distributed free of cost among the people of Bakarganj, under 
the mnnagea|ent of Panchayats and through chaukidars.” 

The ftdlolring resolution standing in the name of Maulvi Muhammad 
Abdul .Tubbar Pahlowan was, in the absimce of the memWr, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

” This Council recommends to the Government that necessary steps 
be taken to move the Railw’ay Board to construct waiting rooms for 
female# at those stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway where the same 
have not yet l>een constructed.” 

The iollowing resolution standing in the name of Babu Satish 
Chandra Mukharji was, in the absence of the meml)er, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

” This Council nH'ommends to the Gt»vernmeut (i) that section 8 oi 
the Cess Act (Bengal Act TX of 1880) be repealed at an early date so that 
alt Railways be made liable to pay cesses under the said Act; and (iV) 
that the sanction of the Governor-0 enei-al be obtained to repeal section 
135 of the Indian Railways Act, l8fK) (IX of 1890), ao far aa the Preei- 
dency of Bengal is concerned.” 
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WITHDRAWAL OF RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution standing in the name of Rai Mahendm 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
for opening dairy farms on eommerriul lines in all the sulnlivisional antt 
district headquarters of Bengal.** 

The following resolution standing in the name of Hahu Surendra 
NaravaJi Sinha wa**, in the absence of the meml>er, deemed to l>e with- 
drawn : — 

** ThiM Coi^H'iI recofiino'ii iv to th«* GoverTnn<*nt tliut u stjnubird of un- 
adulterated foodstuffs of common use l>e prepared by ex|>erts and pub- 
lished for the information of the general public.** 

The folb»wing resolution standing in the name of Mr. Iluseyn Shahem! 
Suhrawardy, was. in the absence of the member, deemed -to be with- 
drawn : — 

This rouncil recommends to the Government that at least three 
Tfononirv Judges be appointed in the Small (*nuses Court, ('alcutia, to 
deal with cases to the vahie of Rs. 50 and under.’* 

'I'he followifig resoltiti<m standing in the name of Maulvi Shah Syed 
Kmdadul Ha<j, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

" This Crnincil rec(»minends to the Government that speei'-hea deli- 
vered in Bengali in the 1/egislative Cmincil l>e recorded in the pnx’eedings 
of the ('oum il, preferably in full, but if that is not practicable, then in 
substance.” 


EttablithfiMiit of a taohnologioal and agrioulturai oollaga. 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 move that *' llii# 
Ouncil recommends to the G(»vernment that a committee (d 12 memliem 
to be elected by the Council by the single transferable vote l)e appointe<t 
to devise ways and means for the immediate establisment of a technolog- 
ical and agricultural college for granting degrees in consultation with 
the Principal, Sihpur Civil Engineering College, and the Vice-f’hanceb 
lor of the Calcutta University.** 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, with his robust optimism, bade us nr)t to des- 
pair. He has asked us to hope for the very greatest things next year. 
It was admitted that hitherto we had got nothing. Sir, ” hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick.’* We have been the dupes of to-ntorrow from 
the very beginning. We hare passed resolutions after resrdutions hut 
no effect whataoever has been given to them, but they have been thrown 
into the waete-paper baeket, 

16 » 
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AOUICULTUUAL (X)LLEGJ5. 

• ' * 

An regard* the technological college for Bengal, I led a deputation 
to Huccessive Lieutenant-Gi>vernorH of Bengal when I got repeated prom* 
ine« year after year that a technological college would be established in 
the near future. Since then the (ioverninent ui)poiuied an Industrial 
Commission, and I was told again that ns soon as the report of that 
tlommission was out, we would have a techn(»h)gical college. 1+wa.s told 
that this matter required great technical knowledge and investigation 
and therefore Government had appointed an expert committee for the 
purpose. 

A committee, consisting of learned men. exjiert in indu'itrial matterj- 
and technology, was appointed. Many laklis (»f r upees ‘^M-ere sjient 1)\ 
Government for the purpose and they submitted their rep(>rl at last 
recommending that a technological ci.llcge shotild be e-itablisbed im- 
mediately by the Government of Bengal arol by the Government ot 
India. AV e brought this matter to the noti«e of the (iovernment and 
we were told that Govern?nent were considering it Then a resolution 
recommending the eHtahlishment of a technologif a) college was moved 
in this (a)un< il, and this (-oum il, not )th*'tuM(hng the strenuous opposi- 
tion of the Minister in charge, passed if without a division. Our Minis, 
ters have a knack of throwing cvciything into the wasti'-pnjier basket. 
Now, Sir. we have been repeatedly told that we have got no money for 
the purpose of giving effe< t to the resolution that we liaxe passed, but 
the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr has told u.s that for the next year we may hope 
to get many things and the very first thing that we shall want is thf 
technological allege for which we have been agitating for the last 
twenty .years and which the (bivernment has }>een piornising for the 
last twenty years also. 'I’he excuse that there is no monev may Im» u 
good one. but I must remind the Ilon’ble Minister tl.at bis tenure o1 
(dtice will be only one and a half year more, and lie should at lesat fdrmu- 
late a scheme for the estaUishment of a technological Kdloge. The 
Induj^trial C^dlmission indicated the lines on whi< li a lechiudogii al 
college should lie established and said that it should l)e done in (con- 
sultation with the (^dcutta rniversitv* and the Sibpur Kngineering 
College. But 1 have also asked that the rommittee should also include 
the representatives of this Tloiis«‘. That is my suggestion. What 1 
deeire ie that a committee, consisting of the Principal of the Civil Engin- 
eering Collie, Sibpur, the Vice-(’hnncellor of the (bilrutta Tniversity 
and other exj^ert gentlemen, should lie apiminted to devise way* ano 
means. I shall he told probably, ’* Why. we have got the Industries 
Department; that will do the work, ” but excuse the irreverence, how 
many of the ofticers of the Industries Department have ever Wn through 
the jwrtals of a twhimlogical colleg*»J> The Industries Department is 
a very good one. hut what do they know of te«'hnob»gical collegesP Have 
they ever been to a teehmdogical college in England, in France, in 
Germany or in America, excepting one or two hoys of my Association 



AGRICULTURAL COLIJIGE. 


217 


lies ] 

tkkt are employed by UieniP Therefore, I say that the Indastriee Depart- 
ment is not oompetent to formulate a soheme. The i-ommiltee must be 
constituted on the lines recommended by the Industrial Commission. 
I therefore beff to propose that a committee as indicated by me be ap|Kiint 
ed to devise ways and means for the establishment of a technological 
(oliege for Bengal. 

Baba INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I l^.g <t, Kup,w>r( the remilution 
whit h jupst luHMi iiw.voti hy Kai .Itigeiitlru Chuiulei (IhoHe Bahadur. 

I he i>hiiH*nt of u let himlti^iciil [mfi long lM*en ret ogniMiMl 

as Olio tif the lumie iummU .,f thiN pioMnct*. and therefore, it wan m the 
fitness of tlinif^ that early in the life of this ('oiincil. a reMdntion wa^ 
pa‘<sed, witliout a di\isiou. in .spite of the opjiosition td the llon'hte 
.Minister in ehaige, ft»r the e-si.ihl isliment t»f a tfs linological iiistitnlion. 
But that resolutitin ha^ unftn tunately suffered the fate of many t*thef 
resolutions passt-d hy this Couneil. Tet hnn a) etim alitui in t Ifis j,r..\ im «• 
is unfortunatelx in a lalhet tliHieult positnm. In aildihon tt» the didi- 
eiilties, wliith aiise liu want <d a gotal system <d eilmatoin in this prt»* 
\inee, there is anotlo*! tt*ehiin al diffoiilty whnh ought lt» he !»•medle,j 
at ome. 'I’hat ditlieults is this; That the sul>jet t of teehnnal f‘«iueii- 
tion has iieen piaf tnalls pho-etl in the hands (d two IB.n’hh* Ministei* 
ami not in llo* hands df fine Minislei I h •*!■♦* is .a Ben ga f i sa \ i n • ■ 

lihiif/rr ina (inn, in futum " (A lonthei who has too nninv sfuis d(>es 
md get the hemdit of the (ianges at tin* lime fd lou disithi. Bdm.dion 
being entrusted to the portf<»lios of moie than one .Mintsiei. is in the 
same uninifiinale pM«.itn>n as the iiioiIhm «d loo mah\ ( hililien. In 
iduise fd the spe«M h, that I math* in this (’<*um il, in support id the 
esiahl Ishlnent f»l a te< hiiologn .d institution in ('a)euMa, I imifle a defiliile 
suggestion as to flow ihe Si o-ioe (Vdleg-e eould he tuified into a |<m hludo- 
gieal college h\ tlie estalil isfi inent ol some ptaelnal woikshops inside the 
gitnimis fd this i(dh*g«‘. 'I he staff is tln*ie, tlie materials are there, nnd 
the prfdessois were anxious lo eslaiihsh woikslmps, hut tho Inoiiey is imt 
forlheoming laM ause the Seiem e (’fillege is under tin* Hon hli* MiniNter 
for Kdueation ami not umler the Ilturhle Minister of the IndiiHtrifUf 
Depai I lie III Is this id dixnled ies|MUisi hdil \ foi this most 

important suhjeet to l»e allow erl to (amtinue any longer K SomfdxHlv 
inu.st take the entire res|Kirisihility of ineuhiiting efluealmn, In* it l^vh- 
nieal or primary or seeomhirv or l»e it anything else. I suggest that 
the two Hon’hle Ministers should camfer together and ap|H>iii( the com' 
inittee; we hojie to in the next Miipplementary Budget, which we 
have l»een promised, u provision for the efttahiishmeni of a ti^f hmdfrgical 
college. 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of ACRItULTURE ani 
INDUBTRIEt (tha Hon'bM iho Nawab iaiyki Namb Aii fhauBhnri, 
Khan Bahadur): I regret that I am not in a poeition to accept Uiiii 
reiolution. 1 need not dwell on the financial poaition in which ih# 
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Goveroment of Bengal find tbemaelvae. It has been discnseed at great 
length in the laet few day«. Owing to our financial circumetancel, 
many echemee which have already been worked out and which we hoped 
to pueh on during the current year have been held up. Among these 
schemttH is that for the establishment of the Calcutta technical school. 

liand has been acquired and building operations were about to 
commence. It was our hof)e that the buildings would be completed 
and that we should lie able to open the school by the middle of 1922. 
Funds, however, are not available and we have been able to make no 
progress with the building. It is imfHissible now to give any indica- 
ti»»n when the hcIkk)! is likely to be opened, but if the taxation Bills 
are passed we shall push on the work as rapidly as possible. 

Similarly, the scheme lor the estublishmejit of an agricultural insti- 
tuU* at Dacca has biHMi hidd u]>. 

l^uml has lK*en acquired and plans liave l)een approved. We were 
about uj <‘oinnu*nce building o|s*rations and money for the purjxise had 
IsM'n voted by the Council. The surrender of that money to general 
savings is one of the measures of ecrmomy which the (iovernment have 
been com|Kdle<l to take. \V hen we shall l>e able to proceed with this 
scheme will dejMMHl on whether this (Council passes the taxation Bills 
whieh are now before it. But it is clear that w'hen we again have money 
at our disposal v^e must first devote it to compl»*ting the sc]»emes which 
have alrea<l\ Imsui initiated. The foundation of the technical school 
is anxiously looked for hy a large numlx'r of apprentiees in the workshc»ps 
in and uhout ('aleutta. It is the nuclcMis from which we ho|ie that a 
fu]l\ ecjuippc'd technic’ul uistitulc* w’ill develop. As soon as funds are 
availahle we sliall pnu'eed with the schcmie, hut until the school has 
Immmi limit and o|H‘n<‘d as a tc‘aching institution we cannot prix‘e<*d with 
its <‘xpansion into a technological instituP*. The scheme for the 
estuhlishinent of an agnculUiral institute was initiated on the recom- 
mendation of the iH'gislafive Coifnc il, I do not understand that it is 
the* wish of this (kuincil that its previous rt‘solution should W iiulli- 
fic'd and that this vi*ry iinpcuMaiit sclu‘me should l>e uhnndonc^d, nor are 
we in a inwition to ulNindoii it. Three hundred acre.s of land have l>een 
a<H|uired and are now in oui |K)sHession, and a.s soon as funds become 
available building o^ierations will c'oinmeni'e. In these cirrumstanc’es I 
do not'think that a committee iip|H»inted to devise* ways and means for 
the immediate establishment of a Wc bnological and agricultural college 
in ('alcutta is likely to lead to any practical result. I may further* point 
out that the resolution as it stands pn*cludes (Joverninent from appointing 
to the oommittee the Director of Industries and the Director of Agriculture 
the two experts on whose advice the Government must largely 
rely. The Inspector of Technical and Industrial Institutions is also 
e^.duded although his knowb-dge and experience would be of the great* 
eft value to the committee. I venture to think that without the appeunt- 
> ment of these officers to advise and assist the oommittee its labour would 
not be of any great practical utility. 
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The only immediate step that we are in a poaition to take is to 
request the Director of Industries and his Advisory Board to prepare a 
scheme for the expansion of the technical school into a technological insti< 
tute, and this I am prepared to do at once. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE SalUMliirs 1 am {prepared to 

accept the .HUggestion of the Hon'hle Minister, and if vou will kindly 
permit me. Sir, to add the names of the l)m*ctor of Industries and the 
Directoi of Agriculture. I may move it in th«* amended form. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Am 1 to understand that the llturhle 
Minister is going to accept the resolution? 

The HonSHe the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl* 
Khan Bahadur: No Sir. I have already opjs>MMl tlie n«Nolut)on in 
my 8ix*e<‘h. But, Sir, can tin* mo\er amend his resolution at this stage? 
1 want a ruling from the (’han as to this. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think it can Im> done. 

Then th<* motion as amciuled hy tlie movor, nr. : - “ That this 
('ouncil recommends to the (io\ernment that a committee of 12 memliera 
to Ik* elected hv the (’ouncil t*y the single transferahh* mAv 1»c a|>|»ointed 
to wa\s and meaiiM the iiniiM‘diat<* 4*sinldishmi'iil of a 1<'i lino- 

logical and agriitiUural ndlcge for granting degrees in (‘onsultation 
with the Principal, Sihpur (^dvil Engineering (yiege, the Vire- 
(’hancellor of the (’alciitfa I'liivcrsity, Uio Director of Industries and 
the Dinn tor of Agrir ultiire ” was then put to vote, and a division 
takiTi. with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Afut, Nawabtada K. M. Khan lahadur. 
Al«y, Mr. t. Mahbaob. 

AH, Mr. lytd Crfan. 

AH. Mun»hl AffUr. 

AH, MiifMhi Ayub. 

Artiamuddln, Maatvl Khandakar. 

Axam, Khan tahadiir Khwafa Mehamtd. 
■a««, Mr. f. M. 

Chaudhurl. laba Kltharl Mahan. 


Daft. Kabu thlfthfnadtv. 

Outta, aabii indu Bhufthan. 

Chofta, Mat Kahadur Jaftndra Chundtr 
Maltlh, Sabu turtndra Nalh. 

Moltra, Dr. Jalindra Math. 
MtihhaiMidbya« Sabu Sarat Chandra. 
Nafthar, tabu Htm Chandra. 

Kay, Sabu Jatandra Nath, 
tartiar, tabu Nlthlndra Math. 


NOES. 


■anarjab, tha Nan bla tlr iurandra Nath, 
•Iftft, Mr. E. E. 

Chaudhurl, tha Nan*Ma tha Nawab iaiytd 
Nawab All, Khan Sahadur. 

Ouval, Mr. N. K. 

Oaadt, Mr. t. W. 

Nafdirnt, Mr. W. t. 

Munttncfard, Mr. 6. T. 

Hut, Mauhrt Shramul. 

NUMdln* Mauhrl Muhammad Madauur. 
Karr, OM Nan'Ma Mr. 4. M, 

Uw, Halt m ahaa Caaa. 

■aharaladMrala Sahadur af BurdMaa, 
Mw NaiChla. 

The Ayes being 


, MIttar, tha Han'bla Mr. K. 0. 
Nahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abdur. 
Kay, Kai Sahadur Uaandra LaL 
^ Kay, Mr. Illair Kratad thigh. 

Kay, Mr. Tartt Shuian. 
taiam, Khan Sahadur Abdua. 
tary, Mr. N. E. 
ttarh, Mr. N. A. 

Itrphanaan, Mr. H. t. 
t«an, Mr. J. A. L. 

Wahh, Mr. C. P. 


W h aa l a r , tha Nan'tda tlr Nanry. 

18 and the Noes 24, the motion wa* lo«t. ‘ 



220 ^ WITHDRAWAL OF liKSOLtJTlONS. [linD XIar. 

Withdrawal of retolutiofifi 

The followinff renolution Htandin^f iu the name of Shah Syed Ktndadu! 
Haq was, in the ab^ience of the iiieiiiber, deemed to be withdrawn : 

“ Thiw (/\)uncil rei'omntendH to the Ooveniiuent that orders be issued 
to the diviNionul commissionors and magistrates to the effect that a suffi- 
cient ituiiiber of MuHsalman officers be appointed and placed in charfje of 
the affairs in district and subdivi,si(nial head(juarters and that, where 
the cliief (»fficer is a Hindu, there be pla( ed under him a Mussalman 
officer, and where the chief oflicer is a Mussalman, there should be iimler 
him a Hindu officer.” 

'I’he bdhiwinj^ resolution standing: in the name (d Mr. Huseyn Shaheed 
Suhrawjinly was. in the ahsem e of the member. deeme<l *to })e with-* 
dmwn : 

'I’his Council recommends to the (fovernment tliat p?(>[>er measures 
be taken to vest tlie Court <d Small Causes, Cah utta, v\illi jurisdiction in 
respect (d title to properts up to the value ot Hs. J.IKHt." 

Dop6tt for tho purchase of yarns, etc. 

The foll(»win^ res<dulion stood in the name ot Kai Hmiha Cliaran 
i'ul Haluolut 

“ 'I’hls C<mncil lecommends to tjie (ioMonincnt (liat immediate steps 
be taken for the establishment of depdts m impoitani reiities, ui(|, ^ 

central ilepdl at Cah utta on tlie « o-opiuat i\ c ni i,n\ .uhei husiness basis, 
foi the ( ollerliNc puichast* ot yaiiiv jind othei law matioials toi letail 
dishilmtioii uiiMm^*' weaveis, as well as l.u tin* sale nj th.- mannfai t ured 
pfoducts of (he haml-hKHos t«i the best .of\an!a^'-e *' 

The Depiitv-Ciesident called up.m Mi. I'ant lihusan Hn\ to i,u»ve the 
oni*inal rcs»dnlion in the loim m w )ni h he h.id ;/i\ch iMiticc (d an 
amendment. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN RdY ; It has de\uKcd upon me to move bidh 
this resolution which stands in the mime ..f of Ib.i Ibolha Chaiun l*al 
Hahadur and my umendment. The lesolytion will, the amendment runs 
ns follow s : 

1 Ills ('iiuncil ri'iiniiiifiiiU tn tli<> (iinfiniiiciil (hiit mIojis 

111' tukcii for llii« of in ,.p„trps, with a 

oPOlral .1p|V.I at (’al. iiKn. on lli.. . ...o|...n.liv.. ,.r any oI1..t Iniainp,, Wii, 
for thp collpi-tiTP |.ur. lia«> of yam- an.) ..tloo raw niatpiials for rpUiil 
ilistribiition am.iiiK wp»vpi-. on wall as tor Ihr salp »f Ihp Minnnfarturp.l 
|.r.«lu. t.s of Hip liaml-looma to Hip IipsI ailvaiifiiKP. «nil to Piiroiirapp thp 
III. ipaspil . nltivntloii of raw nialPiials an.l Hip i.r.sliu tion of homp-spun 
yarn with a view to stiniiihilp th.- maiinfa. tnrp hy wpavprs of homp-«p„n 
prmluctA on economic principles on a lurpe si nle." 

[ At this staKP Kai Ihullia t’lmran fal Hahaiiur Pnt.-rpd the Coum-il 
Chiitiilier]. 
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Mr* TARIT BHUSAN ROY: 1 tio tio< think it is for me to 

.niAke a long speech in (omnienditig the resolution niul the ainetulment to 
the acceptance of the House. Kveryone knows ulumt the high import 
duties that have been levied by the (lovernnient of India on luttiiufuctur* 
ed articles, and of the excise duty of 7J piT cent, that has been iinposeil 
Uf>on mill prmlucts in this <‘oiintry. This can lead to only one result, 
and that is the increase in the price tif finished Indian pnalucts in this 
countrj’. That being the case, I think the time has come when it is neces- 
sary to popularise the movement f(U the home manufacture of Indian pni- 
du<'ts in this country. 1 here was a time early in the nineteenth century 
when India used to expoit large ipiantities of finished proilucts to the 
Tnited Kingdom; I will place tigure.s before the House. In I81H, 

( lalcutta alone expnrttnl to Homloii million steiling worth of (ottoii 
giKtds and in ISJO, ('alcutta impoited 1? million si. i ling worl4i «d Hrilish 
cotton munufactuies. The first impoit of Hrifisli . otton twist was In 
I82d; in 18,.M, it was lbs. and in l8l*8, it lose to I iniliion lbs. 

It is not necessary f<*i im* to go into the histot\ of the tarifls which weit* 
lilt iiHluced early in the ninetemlh leiitniy in l.njiland in oidei to keep 
out Imlian cottmi nianufa. lines iiom (ht* Kuiopeaii markets. It is siiffi* 

I lent fm my purpose t.» pho e the fa< t hefoie tlo* House that under the 
ie\ised stafule, aftci the imposiiioii of new duties upon imported manii- 
faftiiieil luodmts, ami thi* imposition of highei evrise dutv on mill priK 
• lucts, the jirires of pie.e-i»n.tds ale ImuiimI to go n|t What is then the 
hmimmIn The leiiie.h we suggest is tin* em ..iii agement of the ciilliva- 
fioii of the raw materials in our own loiintiN. Sri (' I*, Low, K.r.i k., 

.1 meiiiKer of t he ( 'ini Ser \ t. e has s.inj. “ that of all the agn i< ult unil pro- 
du* ts of imlia, li\ far tlo> most irnpoit.mt, iioin an imlnsfiial point of 
\ lew . IS < (»ltori ’■ The a<tnal ijiyiritit\ prodm ed may he incieased verv 
laatenally h\ snenfifn- reseat, h ami h\ an niipio\e.l s\steiii .d rural 
ei oiiomns whnh will < oiisidei .ihl\ in. lease the snppl\ of manure and 
remler more int.«nsive ctilf r\ at ion p.issihle He is also .>f opinion that 
another fibre ciop w bi. li w ill <.ne dav be of l oiisnleiable indiistriai import- 
unce is the sunn }iem[»; H is an e\« elleril fibre and has g'reat pr.ssibilif ies. 
Ill his vi.*w. the dis( ..\er\ of s.ime rne. liatiii al pioiess of separating the 
fibre would render it possible to Use it miecessfiilly with a greatly reduced 
use of water and lalxiur. I baf is the view of Sir (h H. Low. 

Kvery une knows lher»‘ are two kinds cotton the short, staple and 
the long stajile. India pHsImes the short staple type 'I’he varioun 
varieties of cotton g-rown in India are as follow s ; Dlmlleras cotton which 
is buirid in Guxerat, Baroda and Kathiawar; Broach cotton; Khandenh 
c(»tton found in Bombay, Deccan; Kumptn-Dhar wuir, and Sind cotton. 
These are the five varieties in this country. Now let us see in w'hal 
(juantity cotton is exported from this country, I meuii niw cotfoii. From 
the Bom^y Presidency the exports represented 42 per cent, of the total 
export in 1918-19; the cjiiantity sent out was 952,0110 bales of 400 lbs 
each. Madras sent out 10 per rent, of the total export, the quantity 
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3f>(),(W)0 bales. Burma sent 8 per cent, of tke total export, the 
quantity beinjf 182, 7(K) bales, (’al^utta sent out 85,000 bales of raw^ 
cotton. For five years endinjr in 1018-19, the averaffe area under cotton 
cultivation in Benjfal was 59,(M)0 acres. In Bihar and Orissa it was 
70,fKKt and in Assam ;jft,000 acres. In Benjfal, as every one know.s, the 
(thief prwlucinjf centres are the ChiHaj^onff Hill Tracts and the districts 
of Bankuru and Midnapore. 

I do n(>t like to take up the time of the House by j?oing into further 
details, hut I would invite the attention of the Council to only one fact, 
and that is, the averajjfe yield of cotton per acre. In India it is 75 to 100 
Ihs. ; in the Cnited States It is 180 lbs.; in Ejfypt it is 816 to 400 lbs. 
That is the position. I therefore submit that it is possible J)y more inten- 
sive cultivation to increase the average yield per acre. It is a well- 
known fact that the necessity, with a prowinp population, for finished 
products has considerably increased in this country. T will not j?o into 
the dehntahle (juestuui as to how far the hand-loom is in a pf)sition to com- 
pete successfully with the power-loom; that is a projiosition re^rardinf? 
which there is considerable diver^rence of opinion; but this I will cer- 
tainly say without fear c»f contradiction or challenge, that there was a 
time early in the nineteenth century when India not only prodmed 
enough with her hand-bxun.s for the re(]uirements (if Tndi.i, but also jiro- 
duced a sufficient exportable surplus f(»r the benefit of other countries. 

With these words, I commend the resolution, as amended, to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: Hai Bahadur, you may speak on you; 
res(dution as amemb'd by Mr Tnrit Bhusan Boy. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: 1 re;net I was late by a few 
minutes. 

The r«‘.solut ion is a self-contained one: Mr 'l aiit Bhu.sun Boy has read 
the resoluti(»n. and I would particularly draw the attention of the House 
to the wording of the resolution. May T ofTei a word of personal explana- 
tion V In (’oniHM tiou with m> woik as Honorary Secretary of the Di.strict 
(8iarilable Six'iety of (’alcutta (Indian *Se('(ionl, we have to manage an 
industrial cla.ss for the training; of indigent Hindu widows and or])hnns. 
In this conne('(ion 1 had to visit the Serampore Weavirijif Schtnd and 
other s<'hools wheie bs al weavers are employed to turn out our local 
ilhotir^. iiml and oth(*r prodm ts. What .struck me and what has 

been iiiipressml on me during my in<|uiries in connection with this indust- 
liul class attached to the District Fharitable Society, was that no facili- 
ties at present exist for the purpose of encouniffinfr or affordinfr opportuni- 
ties to the weavers to obtain the raw materials at whole.sale prices, and 
also for the sale of products of those materials. In connection with the 
mills as you are well aware, there are af^encies and the mill authorities 
purchase the raw materials wholesale throujrh the aflr^ncies and ajr«in the 
woven priulucts of the mills are, by contract, made over to the merchants 
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and othor dealers who sell them retail in the market. No such facilities 
exist so far as the indi>?enous weavers are concerned. The cottage imhis- 
tries, in addition to the disadvantage they are already in as oomiwreil 
with the mills in regard to outturn an' placed at a further diaadvauUge 
on account of the want of facilities to purclnise raw materials, and 
to dispose of their ai tides. I had further the advantage ot dis- 
ctlssing this matter with the Principal of the SeramjHire Weaving 
Scho<d, and I have made personal iinjuiries into the mutter, uinl 1 
think the attention of the thnernment should l»e drawn t4» this 
(juestion with a view to set up Ima! Isnlies on 
co-operative basis, for the purchase of raw’ materials in different )>arts of 
the country^ especially m central depots in (’alcutta. It is suggested 
that on a co-operative basis, such agencies, or hanks, or depicts, or by 
what name you might call them, should he established. That is to say, 
4(1 or 50 weavers sluuild <‘oinhine together, and if the tJoveriiment helps 
them they will be in a ptniiion t(» conihine and co-operate, and the yarn 
( an he pjurchased wholesale at Mich l>anks, and distributed among the 
'shareholders at whoh*sale prices, tircal facilities \m11 thereby la' given 
to the weavers. At pieseiit they have to ('onie to (sihuttn 
all the way, for the purdiase of yarn, or ask the middlemen tsi purchase 
bn them. As tlie\ are mostly agriculturists, it is neeilless for me to 
speak of the incuu\ eiiieiu e the\ are put h>. 

Then again, as regards the woven materials, the dotli, the oamvha, 
the dhoti, or whale\er is wj)ven, these eaiinot find a ready market, and 
they are therefore plm ed at a great disadvantage in regard to the dispcHiil 
nt the^e pKshuts; thcietnie it is iiecessarv that thesf* flef»5ls or agencies 
sliniild he estahlislied at difVeieut 4«*iitres, with u ieiifial depAt in Ful- 
«ulla, so that all the articles might Im‘ Ment to a pailicular district, and 
they mayiie draw’ii upon h\ the n riilral liepot in Calcutlu and sold here. I 
think in this way the cottage industries mu> he hugely emouraged. in 
fact, many of us who would like to obtain xundt^lu stuff, do not know 
where to get them, and have no facilities ff»r obtaining them, and if we 
can obtain them, we have tci pa\ a very high prii'e, and llie riiiddleiniiii 
makes the most of it ! think this re.solutioii should leceive the sympa- 
thetic consideration <tf (i«iverniuerit, 1 understand that there are district 
weaving sclustls afliliated to the centnil institute at Senimpore; (hey are 
at Uankura, Pahna, Tangail, Khulna and Noakhuli. Yarn and cloth 
dejM'its may very well he established at eio'h oi these distric t sc hools by 
way of experiment, and a.s 1 have suggesferl, there should Iw a central 
depot at Calcutta, whic h might purc hase yarn and other raw materials at 
the best price in the b<*st market, and distribute them to the district 
depots, and the central depot might serve as a main etiiporiiim for the 
sale of the product.s collec ted frf»m (he district dep6is and thus work both 
as a sale and purchase agency. 1 do not wish to place before the Honae 
the mass of materials which I have collected, but the simple statement 
which I hiYe made will convince the Government as to the ne< essity of 
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giving facilities to these cottage indiistries. I understand that there are 
no less than 14 lakhs of weavers in Bengal, and I feel sure on the state- ' 
ment of an expert that if they are duly encouraged and facilities are 
placed in their way, so that they may 1 h‘ fully and efhcientlv employed, 
no less than 12(J crores of yards of cloth may be woven by them every year 
and estimating the value of every 3 yaids, at one rupee it will yield at 
least 40 crores of rui)ees, which is the figure which has been supplied to 
me. I think therefore that having regaid t4) the large prospect in view, 
and also the relief that will be given to the agriculturist class to a 
certain extent and fuith<*r having regard to the fact that it might tend 
towards solving the problem of employment, this matter ouglit to 
receive the most careful and sMopathetic consideration of '\iovernment. 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I have great cntliusiasm on 
this suhjei t, hut my kimwleilge of the subjiM-i is real!> of a unKt common 
kind, and I do not think I shall Ik- able to guc an.\ \aliiablc intormation 
reganling it. 

1 do not think a nmtt<*i' like this should foim the siibjeit of a mere 
resolution and should be ilisposed (tf by om* or (uo sprei lies, My 
opinion is that (his is a mattei which .should }>«> (oiisideted b\ e< onotinc 
<'\[)ert s ; e\ pert s fi om (he agi icult ural and < o-ojkm at i \ e and oi liei depai t - 
nieiits should I eiitibiiM*, and lln ie ought lo be a i oiitUiittee (d this House 
to meet the Hoiride .Miiiisli*r in (haige, and a forma) < <.nfef i ia »• might 
be liebi with the help of oulsiib- (‘Xpert' filst* uh.. uould dis« uss (he 
imiiter, and submit a r(*[HUt to lh(‘ House That ('omniittci* shonli) go 
into the ipiestiou of \\a\s ami me.aiis. and should nUt* < onsubu how far 
it is possilde to go at lh«‘ pi(*senl moment into iIh* (|m‘sf)u(i nf liouo* indus- 
tritts and liand-looms, as w(*li as h(*w fai it will assjvi penplr m the 
counti'N. 'riieri'fon* 1 sugg(‘s( to ni\ finuids. wlio have brought feuward 
this n‘s(dution. that if the\ a<’cepl this idea. llic\ sluuild imu't the 
Hon’ble Ministn and (he depurtmerital expeits wlm Imv(‘ i‘xpert know- 
hulge on the subiect, and outside experts and otlM‘r ofli« ers wlio 
could advisi' in this matter, wlm m;iN be invited to this t ’onfeiciice. 
'I'liis will serve n more ii.seful purpose instead of simpK passing a ri'sin 
lutioii in this roumil atnl leaving it to lake its own taunse. Iiecause 
then' are many details to be gone into whi«h involve a large amount 
of money. We are all anxious to do what wi* < an in this matter, not 
only on nccofint of its importance, but also because it is (>f very vital 
inten'st to us. and may also Kelp in the ec«uomi< legcneration of the 
country. Therefore. 1 think that in nn important matter like this, we 
ought lo come before the House with nil the infonuat iiui that we can 
gel from all our experts, with a view to seeing if we (jin adopt it. 
throughout the province, or whether it should l>e taken up in different 
districts, or in one district 4»r more than (»ne. All this d«’fini(e inform- 
ation and fiu'ts must he cidlected and placed before (be TTmise. before 
we can pnx'eed. This is a very serious matter, and my friends who have 
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tak«*n it up iihouhl lm>k at it from this jmint of view, ami I would ludc 
my friends to withdraw the reM)Iutiou, if necessary, for the puriMxie of 
havinj,^ a c«unmittee appointed so that the committee mi^rht do justice 
to tlie ^it nation and aKo asNi'^t the (\)UiU'il, fi>r I am sure the Hon’ble 
Nawal) Siihih will not \ ield an\l)ody so far as his anxi(*ty is con* 
<erned, to see that this mattei is taken up. heeause it is a tjuestion which 
I have always said is likely to help us in the ecointiiiit' re^eneraticm of 
our country. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 think this is one 

of the most important lesolutions. and I fully support the reM*lutiuii and 
the amendment move<i by Uai Hadha (’haran Pal Pahadur and Mr, Tarit 
Hhusan H«»y, Tespe<ti\el\ 1 als<» endorse every wonl that has been 
said by Pabu Surendia Natii Mallik that this is a resi.hition which cannot 
b' allowed to mt on the sbelf (oi some time but action should be taken 
at «>nce. ;ind that we lia\e eAeiv faith in the ncti\ity of^ bur Hoirhle 
Minisfci. the Hon*ble Nawab Sai\id Nawab Ali (’haudliuri and we can 
h*»pe that be will take up the iiiattei in rij;ht earm^st and will j^ive 
elVect to it. 

The cb*tb question is most a<'utel\ fell in the niufusHal and it haa 
lea nnie more ditb< nit dwiii;,^ to the re< ent inoAeinent. bia anse even this 
\rai duiin|.r the Zb/y// time a pair (»f ilhotus was beifijf sold at Us -1*8 or 
theieabonts Put sime the non-co-operation movement and boycott of 
foiei^Mi ^oiods ha\e assumed a \er\ vijfoious aspect, the Pom bay mer- 
chants have ^o)t Intbi of a ^riaiid opfairt unit y , and their cloths are beiri^r 
sold at no less tlian Us t» a pan t >f course, it is a ^^ood argument no 
doubt that (»ui mone> is bein^^ kepi in India, but it is very difficult to 
s\m|»athise with the movement when the quest ion of the prir'e that has 
to be paid b\ tbo masers taken into e<»iisidorat ion. If the cultivator, 
who cannot find mone\ eiionirli to purchase cloth, has to pay lie. 1 or 
He, l-S-() more* foi a pan, it will be extremelv cliffii ult for liiiii to remain 
ftnuh nfn foj a boii: time \ er \ recenll\ I bav«* heurri something wliich 
has addecl more weiirbt to tliis matter I ha\e beard that foreijrn {rurnls 
and foreign! clollis ate also beintr s«dd at a very hijfh pri<‘e under the 
cover «»f n/vr/Zev/cj ^oods d’io-i** was a question in this House asking 
whether this was a fact, but the (i(»vernment reply w^as <tf ramrse that 
the\ did not know and were not rertaiii whether it was a fact, hut there 
was a ittinour about that, A tertain merchant in a niiifassal towni 
ordered a cjuarititv of vaiiis troni f'alcutta and when the yarns rearhed 
the station the labourers refused t<» take it awav from the station. The 
imi>oitei had t(» brilse the rooln* sardar with IN. 2M) in order to have 
the \arns carried to his house. The ro*it fif the yarn was Ils. I4 per 
bnirdle. whereas the bsal merchants were selling it at Us. 25 or 
Us 80; i»f course that man could sell it as foreiirn ^ikmIs and alToril to hare 
a maririn of profit even by selling it at Rs, 18 or Rs 20 ; hut as he had 
to pay Rs 250 to the sardar. lie ha«l t<» realise this amount from ih# 
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purchasers. That was the reason why he was selling at Rs. 25 or Rs. 30 
that is to say the cultivator has to pay higher price for goods which 
under ordinary circumstances could be had for half the price. This is 
<inly an instance and the instances could be multiplied. I have very 
good reason to believe that klutddan are being imported from foreign 
countries and sold under the impress of being country-made goods. If 
the recommendations in the resolution of the Riti Bahadur be adopted 
and if goods are purchased at retisonable prices and they are distributed 
to the weavers and other ciistouiers, it can then be reasonably expi*cted 
that the coilt ivat(*rs and the l<Mal mufassul people w’ill get g(H)d value 
for this money and w ill not have to pay a large amount 4o th(‘ middle- 
men as well as labourers who refuse to winy a certain description of 
yarns and cloth. With these words, I beg to support the resolutnm as 
well as the amendment. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur; The resolution has 
much to commend it.self to this ('ouncil and 1 w-ould support it. But the 
amendment wdiich run.s — 

“ and to encourage the increased cultivation of raw' materials and 
the pituiuct ion of home-spun Narn with a view to stimulate the iiianu- 
fa<'ture hy weavers of home-spun produi Is (oi e<‘onomi(’ principles on a 
large s<ale ’’- is absolutely unintelligible and rigmarole. I do not 
iinderstnrid the meaning of “ encourage the im rcase<l cultivation of raw 
materials” everylxMly does that. Is this a resolution? If w’e put 
in these words, we shall make ourselves look stupid Indore the public. 

TIHI Hofl'ble the Niwtll BAIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: The principle underlying the resolution with the amend- 
ment moved by Bahu Tarit Bhusan Roy, is in accordance with the 
recommendations made hy^ the Industrial (’ommission in connec- 
tion with the development <d (dttiige industries. In connec- 
tion with the hand-hMim industry the (’ominissi(»n has p<iinted out 
that efforts t(» improve the lot of the luiud-looin weaver must end in 
failure unless attention is cimcentrated a much larger extent than 
ha.s hitherto been usual on cominen'ial questions which involve the pur- 
chase of raw' mat ‘rials, the selection of suitable designs and patterns and 
the esta^)Vishmert of commercial agencies for the disposal of goods. 
(Ireat emphasis has, therefore. Wen rightly laid on the last factor, viz,, 
opening »»f new’ markets for the gmsls produced. This brings into pro- 
minence the question of industrial oo-opemtion and there is no doubt 
that if anything useful and definite is to W achieved in the direction, 
(\>-opt'rative Societies must largely come into play. Very little, how- 
ever, has so far Wen done to organise the hand-loom industry on proper 
lines and except the (Vopt'rative Societies among weavers which arrange 
for the supply of yarn to their memWrs and sale of their finished 
nroducts. notable ainonffst which is the*Bankura District Co-onerative 
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Iiidu8tnal Union^ Limited, there is nu special arganisaiioit for the 
purpose. 

I am, therefore, in agreement with the principle of the re.s(»lution and 
in this connection I may p(>int out the action whi<h (lovernnieiii have 
aln*ndy taken to foster the development of such industries in this presi* 
dency. At the r«)nference of the Agriculture and Industries l)c|>tirt- 
ment held in April last, the question how such industries could U* tirgn- 
iiised on proper lines came up for discussion and it was suggested that 
the formation of sale smieties and the «»|M»ning of small show depots 
should bo important factors in the reorganisation of these industries. 

It was finalFJk’ agreed that the Departments of Agriculture. Industries 
and Co-o[)eration sh(nild follow the rei'ommendations of the Industrial 
Conanissiim regarding cottage industries. The recommendation of the 
coni'eTence has already been brotighl to the notiee of ilu* depart m*«»ds 
named above and it is hoped a scheme will be evedved en-long showing 
the possibilities of deveb»pment in this direidion. 

I again assure the member that I accept the prii'iple of the reso- 
lution jind regard it as the duty of government to emoutage the deve- 
lopment of hand-loom industrv bv the formation f>f sale au ieties on co- 
oi>enifive lines, but in view of the action which has been or is being taken 
by Government in the matter f hope the mover will not press the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: In view of the assurance which has 
Wn given bv the Hon’ble Minister, 1 ask for leave to withdraw l)f>th 
the resolution and the amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (Nuincil, withdrawn. 

A m n di wnt of th« Bmgil Madioil Aot, 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA! The resolution that stands in my 
name runs thus: — 

“ This (’ouncil recommends t<» the (b^vernment that the Ilengal Medi- 
cal Art of 1914 be so amended as to make the number of elected memlrers 
of the Bengal Council of Medical }L*gist ration 80 per cent, of the total 
and that 50 per cent, of the members of the State Medical Faculty of 
Bengal be non-officials.*^ 

The Bengal Medical Art re<'eivefl the assent of His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal on the 10th April. 1914. and of His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General on the 0th May, 1914. This Bengal 
Medical Act, 1914. conferred iifH»n the Bengal rVwincil of Medical Regis- 
tration the duties of general supervision over the interests of the inedi- 
cul pnTession and the pr<»gress of mediml education and it reals with 
that bo<ly to deride whether the (raining and ef|fiipfnent of a schmd or 
college are such as to instify the grant of a registrable qualiOcation to 
it« sucemfitl stndenta. U waa thought undesirable that the functioiui 
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of thiH Council which was to Homo extent elective »nd a first step towards 
8elf-#(overnni<*nt of the profession should he trenched upon by any other 
body and a medical faculty managed by Government — known as State 
Medical Faculty — was established, the responsibility of which was con- 
fined to arranjrin^ the examinations of students from colleges and 
schools which was afiproved for this puriM)se by the Council of Me4ical 
Ue^islrati(»n. 'I’he State Medical Faculty j^rants a diploma of member- 
ship and a license, the former coiresjMmdin^^ to the L.M.S. and the 
latter t<» the certificate ^iven by the Government medical schools. The 
State Medical Faculty is a purely <‘xaminin^r body and the diploma or the 
license that is jfranled has ^ot the weight of Gfivernment It^uthoiity and 
the ^(»vernin^^ body is nj>poirited by His Kxcellency in Coumil. 

Nuw', Sir, the Council of Merlical Hej’-istration under Itule 4 of Bengal 
Medical Act, D14, consists of lb members, namely; — 

(ti) A president nominated by the laK'nl (fovernment. 

(h) Seven members nominated by tin* Ti(*cal Government. 

(c) A member to be elei'ted fnmi amon^ tlu' members of the 
Fac ulty of Medi( ina b\ the Senate of the Calcutta rni\a>rsity. 
{th One member to be ele< ted b\ the re>;is|er«Ml pra< titioners who 
are (junlified to be le^risteicd undci tin* Medical Acts. 

(f) 'I'liree members to be elected }>\ the rctristeied [)ract it ioners who 
are praduates or licentiates ir» medi< ine oi sntfjrery of the 
('ahuitta I’niversity. 

(f) Two members to be elected by all other rej:isteie<l practitioners. 

We thus find that out of a total of lb memWrs constitiit in^*- this 
(’ourn il as maiiN a'* eijrht are nominated and furthtT there is no bar 
HVainst the election of Mffi<’iaK aimui^’-st the lemainin^r seven. As a 
matter of fact, sime the creajion of this (btuncil sometimes nine, some 
times ten. arc Government members and thus the ele<’ti(m of medical 
tneJi in this Gouncil has been reducial to a mere faj«e, as there is hardly 
any likelihoo<l of ]uissinvr an> resolution n^minst tin* vested interests of 
the Government servants. 

This is obviouslv a |?rrat injustice and insiilt to the honesty and 
intelligence of the independent section of the medical profession and it 
is hiirh tin»e (hat this Act be amended on the lines I have indicated in iny 
res(dution. Thi* idea of pettlnj? eiirht official members out of fifteen 
miv'ht have some value if it was possible to pet different opinions amoUpat 
the nominated members; but. Sir. be it said to the credit of the officers 
of the Indian Medical Service that they df> not know of anv sinple ques- 
tion where there is likely to be a diverpence of opinion aiuoiipst them- 
aelve.s. Sir. I have been an elected meinlxT of this Benpnl Touncil of 
Medical Uepistnition for nearly five years, hut I do not reinemWr to have 
come acrcMss any sinple instance where a sinple nominated member dared 
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always been tbought fit t(» be the President of this (\mncil since its 
creation in 1914. U it not a imK'kerv of self.|r4ivernnient, partioulnrly 
to a class of hijfhly cultured, qualified medical practitioners and will 
the Hon’hle Minister who combines the functions of SelMlovernment 
and Medical and Public Health realise the injustice dtme? Since the 
creation of State Medi(‘nl Faculty, out of the lo mernliers const itiitin(f 
it. there have not lu'en more than 2 members of the indepemdent medi- 
cal profession; that is to say. there is hardly any chance for un indepen- 
dent medical man in the n^ht sense of the term to |fo into that body 
without reieivin^^ any favmir at the hands of the Sur>?eon-(leneral. 
I think therefore that the defect should be reniedietl as early as possible. 

With these few words, I commend my residution tit the acceptance 
of the ('uuuril. 


Of# HAS8AN SUHRAWARDYt I have much pleasure ih supportinfr 
the resolution mo\ed by m\ friend Dr Moitra ITe has so clearly sUiad 
the reasons for amending the existniff Mediial Acts with reifard to 
membership of (he Do\eininp Body of the State Medical Faculty and 
the (’ounril of Medical PeKintration that T ne<*d not take up the time 
of the House b\ piiii^r over the name ar^uimuits apiun Tlie Hon’ble 
Ministe r in c'haiye of th<' .Nfediral and l*uldn Hf'alth Dejsirtmt'nts has 
with the niau^uration (»f the new era of Heforms, already introiliUMul 
many chariot's. (Ik* !ua*fl whnh luid lM*en f»*lt from a lon^ time and 
I tnist h<- will a^fiee to throw ojumi the door of election to the State 
Meclical Faculty, “titranee (o which hun hithc^rto lM*en oril\ by nomina- 
tion of the Siir*rcon-(fcneral I must say that 1 do not object to 
nomination by nomination a >;ocm 1 man can lie wdected who can 
1 h' trusted to do hi^ dut\ Mv coiurnunitv has been represented on 
most Imdies by OovcTiinient nominations On the (’ouncul of Medical 
Heifistration , however, there is an elec'led Muhammadan memlier. I 
have the honour of Inmu^ returned there as an electrul Tneinln'r by the 
University of Calcutta . but the dcwir of election is cdoscod for the 
memlMTsbip of the (iovernir*^: BcmIv of the State Medical Fac ulty and 
there is no Muhammadan on it b\ nomination either. I trust 
however, that it will not remain so for very loriff, and that the Mima 
rule that the Hon'ble Minister f«4SM»d re#rfirdin^f the Memliersbip of 
the Sanitary Board of Benjral will also 1 m» observed for tkoiie nft!mlMir- 
shij>s, nr., that unless a Muhammadan comes through the door of 
election at least one parson would lie nominated by Government. I 
wish to submit that the interests of mv community should be sofe- 
gttarded. ‘ 

Tht HOfi’Mt Sir SURiNORA NATH BANiR^iA : I may say at 

once that I am in sympathy with all resolutions which are calcufated 
to advance in any form or shaiss the principle of self -government in 
oonnectioc with any of our institutioiie. Pmeenlings on this principle, 
tbia is a resolution which appeals to me. At the same time, it is only 
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rifi^ht nnd that I should point out that the two bodies, to which the 

resoluion refers, have come into existence since 1914, which means 
that they are (juite youii|f. A^^uin just at the present moment, 
there is in r ontemplation an alLIndia Act governing^ this particular 
mattet. Further, the Couiu il of Medical Education in the United 
Kingdom has raiserl the (juestion of the inadequate training which we, 
in this country, impart in connection with the important subject of 
midwjferv. These are matters which have to l>e considered; and further 
my friend, the mover of the resolution, has referred to the details tif the 
changes which h«* pro[M>ws to he introduced. Well, all these matters 
cannot jK)ssihly Is* conHidere<l by a (’ouncil like thig.^ They require 
detailed corisifleiation In a small ls)dy of men. Therefore, my sugges- 
tion to my friend . the mover, that he should withdraw the resolution 
and I pudeitakc to refer thi** matter to the Standing Committee of which 
Dr. II as.san Siihrawardy and the mover are members. 1 hope that my 
friend will agree to it. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: In view of the assurance given 
!»y the HniiTde Minister. I heg leave* to withdraw' the resolution. 

The motion was tlien, h\ have of tin* Council, withdrawn. 


Appointmonts to tht dudicial Sorvice. 

Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur S “ 1'hi.s Council 

recommends to tin* Governmeut that the HUs|K*nHion of aj>|K>intments to 
the Judicial Service should la* removed 

I do nut want to make a sp<*eeh on this matter, lH»caus<» 1 under- 
stand that tin* Hon'hle Sir Ahd-ur-Uahim will make a statement which 
w’ill h(* satisfactory. 

« 

MEMBER in oharge of dUDiCIAL DEPARTMENT (tha HaiPMa 
•ir Abd*ur-Rahim) : I ma> explain to the Council the poaitkw witK 

regard to tin*' matter. \Vh«*n I t<M»k Mver rhaigi* of my office, I found 
that there was a large numWr of men officiating a.s munsifs from time 
to time. I think at that time the numWr was al)out (>5. The result 
was that many of these me!i. or most of them, could not be employed 
as munsifs for more than a few wtH*ks and for the remainder of the 
yenr thev liatl to while aWa\ their time in the Itarlihrary waiting for 
briefs. That was not a sntisfretory state of things and it was thought 
desirable to levi.M* the system hitherto ohiainiiig. of appointing officiat- 
ing men in the vacancies without any sort of certainty as to When the 
men so appointed would Is' made |iennanent. Gradually, however, I 
am glad to find that on sus|wtiding the ap}iointment of munsifs — 
there wert* not sufficient apt>ointment to aWrh the officiating 
men. the numla*r <‘ame to U* ivnluf'td. At the present moment, there 
are «mlv It) irtuitlemeii who are not regularW employed and we exneet 
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tliai they will very i»oo!i find employment. We have now under conai- 
ilemtion a new nrheme for the neleefion und u|»|M»intiuent o( inunsifa 
find when that aeheine comes into force, it will In* {MieMihle to do uway 
with the ayatem of ofliciatiiifr nuinaifa. 

A.i rejrartls the sUs|MMiHion ot apjiointments, I mav inform the 
Council that every >enr a certain numht*r of api»ointnn*n!s will 1 h‘ made 
and the K<^ntlemen who wili 1 h‘ up|M>inleil will not have to jco Ian k to 
the profeaeion but that they will be ab'^orlMnl in the tadn* of muuHifji 
within two or thr»»e yearn. That in the |M»Hition and I am Him* the Uni 
Bahadur will nee that there is no necef*.sity for preHMin^ the n^Holution. 

Rai dOCfNDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 have to 

withilraw the reHolutioii. 

The motion was then, b\ b*ave of the (oniicil, withdrawn 


Sale of iiitoxioants. 

The followin^r t<*H(dution Htood in the name of Babu Surondra 
Narayan Sinha; - 

This Council mm oiiiineiids to the (ioveriinient that the sale of any 
intoxicatiiii^' uilnle to ihthohn under lb yeais of a^e Ik* pndiiliited." 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ sfKike in )it*n|^')llI ; the Kntflieh 
traiiHlatiori of Ins sjx'ech in uk fidlows:-- 

1 crave permi.HHion in the abftence of Balm Sureniiru Narayan Siiiha 
to move hi.s motion No. 9b, subject to the amendment profKHed in 
motion No. ft9A Htaiidin^? in my name — 

'J'hin ( 4>uni il iec4»inineiuU to the tfovernmi*nt that the Male of any 
intorii-ating urtii h* to perwii*" under Hi yearM of ap* ami to evfi> m< hmil 
and niadiiiMsa boy Ik- prohibited. 

It in ordained in our religion that all intoxicantM are profane -kulla 
meskuTunon haramuu koltiun an kasirun. I think all reli^fions are of 
one and the name opinion an regardn intoxicating^ nriiclcK. It ia roons 
no when perwinn under sixteen ami atudeiitM of hcIiooIm and rnadraMiiii 
are concerned. I «ln not like to take up the valuable time of the 
(?oun(il on a nmtWr on which thm will be no <liverg 4 *nce of opinion. 
1 therefore earneatly hojie that the reiiolutiou aa amended by my motion 
No. S9A be accepted by the House. 

TBi Huil*blt tut Ifawdb SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIt 

KIW BthldBrS The »ale of any spirit or intoxicating drug t4> i hildren 
iMider the age of 14 years in already forbidden and the vendor selling such 
afiiclea to them is liable to prosef'ution under the Excise Art. A nirnilar 
peahtbftioD is akm in force under the opium rules. Following the 
pMetpW in the Bengal Juvenile Kmoking Act H of 1919, 1 agree with 
the member that tbe agedimit should* be raised to lb years in clause (c) 

16 A 
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of section 51 ( 1 ) of the Excise Act and in rule 18 of the rules framed 
under the Opium Act, and I accept the resolution. With reference to 
the amendment proposed by Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq, I may point out 
that intoxicants are used by »chooI-}x>yH only in very exceptional cases. 
The au^endment would W very difficult to work. A vendor can estimate 
a boy's age but he has no ineauH of deciding whether a boy is attending 
a school or madrassa or not. I sympathise with the inover’s desire to 
protect scrhool-boys from the vice of intoxication, but in my opinion the 
substantive resolution sufficiently protects them. The great majority of 
school-boys in Bengal are not more than IG years old. If, however, 
further protection is considered necessary, I suggest that (he proper way 
to secure it is to raise the age-liinh to 17 and not to in.sert the word? 
“ s(!hool or madrassa boy." I ask the Council to carry the substan- 
tive resolution w’ithout the amendment. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The substantive resolution is not 
before the Council. 

The Hon'Me the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: I am sorry that I was not aware of it, us I was 
not then present in the Council. If Shah Syed Kmdadul Ha(| drops 
the amendment, I can accept the resolution. 

The Hon’bfe the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANi I submit that the resolution has not Wn moved by any 
member. 

The Hcrn'Me the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: Then I oppose the amendment. 

Rai JOGENDRA CKUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: As the principle in 
the proposal has practically l)een accepted by the Hon’l)lp Minister, the 
only course open to him is to move for an amendment of the Act. With- 
out that, the resolution is nothing. 

Tha DiPUTY-PRBBIDENT: I think that there is a great difference 
between on amendment of the Act and jbe resolution. 

At this stage, Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq agreed to adctpt the sub- 
ataativi reHolution. 

Mr^ CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I understand that the amend- 
ment has Keen moved to a suluitantive resolution ; hut as the member who 
proposed the resolution is not here and nobody moved it in his place, 
I think that no amendment can be nu>Vj0(| substantive resolution. 

Tht DIPUTY*PRESIDiNT: That is not the case. The position 
is that the mover of the original resolution is absent. It was open to 
any member to move it. No one did so. but the Shah having an amend- 
ment to the original resolution was permitted to move it in the form 
amended by him. The resolution as amended by the Shah is now before 
the Houae. 
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Rtl IIADHA CHARAN PAL RthMllirs Wher^ after an amendment 
baa been moved, if the mover of the ameiidnient wanU to omit the latter 
part of the reaolution taken iw a whole, after hearing the Hon’ble Miniater 
in charge, cannot the im»ver <lo so with the roiisent of the Counvil? 


Thi DEPUTY.PREilDENT: I think that. with the consent of the 
Council, he ran do so. 


•abu RItHINORA NATH SARKARs I rise to a {mint of order. 
The resolution was moved with the uiiiendnient by Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq. The Hon’ble Minister in (‘barge of the Deparlnieut of F^xcise 
aiTepts a paid of the resulution without the amendment^ So, it is for 
the Council to decide whether the uineiided resolution should be pnsaed 
or not. 


Tha DEPUTY PRESIDENTS It the Shah Sahib oinils the amend- 
ment uiul onl> wishes that the re^olutnm In* put to the vote he (‘an do 
so with the perniisMion of the {'hair and the (‘on(‘urren<'p of the House. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ H{»oke in licngali; tlo' Knglish trans- 
lation of his sjieech is as follows : 

As the original motion has lieen accepted by th(‘ llon'ble tla* Minister 
in charge 1 have no hesitation t<» withdraw ion amendment with thanks 
to the Minister. 

The motion in the follow'ing form was then put and iigKHMl to: 

“ This (\)uncil recomiuendN t<i the (iovemment that the sale of any 
intoxicating article to persons undei Hi years uf age Iw prohibited " 


Withdrawtl of rotoliitiofu 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I underHlaml that the 

(pH'stion of establishing four or five medic al schools in different fiarts 
of the provuice is now engaging the serious attention of (lovernineni, 
and in view of that 1 lieg to withdraw my resolution. 

The following moticiii was then, by leavr of the ('cmncil, withdrawn : — 
“ This Council recommends to the (tovernment that immediate 
steps he. taken to establish a Medmal College or Sebesd at Bhowani|K>r« 
in Calcutta." 


Flw^wlil' AiatrHt of Miigil. 

MtMlvi MUHAMMAD AiOUL JUIBAR PAHLOWAN t I rooTO 

that " this Council r»*coromeiids to the Oovernment that « committee 
consisting of seven members, four of whom are !(» lie elec ted from, and 
by, the non-official meinliers of the Council, by means of the single 
traaalemble vole, be immediately appointed to inquire into and report 
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on the firt^Heiki financiul dtstresti of Bengal and to furnish GoTenuneiit 
With a note suggesting means to improve the condition/’ 

it must be admitted by everybody that the condition of the people 
of the country is going from bad to worse. One may very well say that 
we have nothing to do with the condition of the people — we must realise 
our taxes, etc., and govern the country, but 1, as a representative of the 
people, cannot say so. Wheiievei 1 gti to my h(»use, 1 generally visit 
the people and ask them to improve their condition, and the answer 1 
get from them is that that is out of their reach and that they c4innot do 
anything unless Ooveriiment help them. Since the year 1914, the con- 
dition of the common (leople of Bengal has become so bud- that I really 
apfwehend that within a very shr»rt time the (ommon people of Bengal 
will be turned inti) coolies. Now that (iovernmenl has thought its duty 
to ap[>oint a committee to coiisidei the c.in umstance.s of its servants and 
also to revise their salary, demanded or undenianded, is it not also the 
duty of Government to look after the pool people whose condition has 
been affected by the war, a war wageil for the advantage of the Britisher P 
Apiirt from the advantage or disadvantage of the Biitishers, 1 think it 
is their duty to hsik after the pool people of tin- country. In England, 
Frani'e or America whenever sm-li a cotulition of things arises, commit- 
teen and (‘otii missions are apisiinted to devise means and find remedies. 
But W'e have got Reforms and ae ate now acting on tin* same lines as 
those of a deuns ratic Government, and is it not oiii duty to improve the 
cumlition of our people, or is it proper for us to sa\ that ue have nothing 
to do with the condition of the people — let them die or liveP 

With these few words, I appeal to the Government and to the (’ouncil 
in the name of humanity, in the name of justii-e, in the name of Jesus 
and in the name of Mohammed to appoint a committee with a view to 
affording relief to the poor people of the country at whosi* face whenever 
I Fbok, my heart bei'omes fall with sorrow. 

The condition of these peopb* is such that in winter they cannot have 
clothes to wear and in summer in the months of Baysak and Jaittha they 
c.annot have suflicient foml to eat. Is ft the duty of Government only 
to rtMiUse taxes from these half-fed people and not to look after the 
iaifunyvement of their condition P 

With th| 5 se few remarks, I commend my resolution to the acceptafice 
of the House. 

Tht Hon’IHt tht Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur l 1 must opfiose the resolution which has l>een moved by 
Maulvi Muhiuutiiad Abdul Jubliar Pahlowan. I do not think that he 
has realised the magnitude of the task which he wishes the Committee 
to undertake, UndoubtiHlly there is much economic distress in Bengal 
affecting alim»si all classes of the population. It is not however con- 
fbied to Bengal nor to India but is practically world-wide. It is htrgely 
no dbubi an aftnrmath of the great war. In many countries it is bafttf 
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much mare acutely thau in Benirai. To auk a comnuMae to examine 
into thiji w idespread e<M)noiuic distress would be to inipoiu^ an impoaaihle 
mk on them. Nor is it likely that they eould furnish ( hiTeninient with 
a note sugfresting any praetumble UFeans of deiihag with the situation. 
As 1 have said, the distr«*ss is not ('onhneil Ui liengal. It is worki*wida. 
Its main causes are not internal and the (ioverniiHUit cd ItengaJ have nc^ 
means of cirntrolling them. The problem, Sir. has many aspects and 
certain of these may }M>rhaps he usefully e&auiiiuKi. ihie t>f these aspecis 
will be d<*alt with later in a resolutiim to l>e tiiovml by Kai Itadha ('kamn 
Pal Hahadur, na!nel\. the problem of middie-cduss uiietiipl«>yiia»tit and 
how It can ba remedied. If the ('ounrii consider (hat that aspect of the 
<|uestioti <an In* usefully mrisidered hv a committee. I am prepared to 
accept its rf^'otniiiendutinn. But 1 ask the (\mncil to reject this caao* 
lution as im{M>siug <in the t'ommittee an impossible task and one which 
can have no pno'tica) result. 

Miuivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL dUBBAR PAHLOWAN: The 

Ilon’ble Minister has nuid that it is an iiiipossible task and that it is 
beyond his pouer. I think it may V»e beyond his power as be says, but 
in my l^pinio^ it iv not hexond his power Had I been in his position 1 
wdul 1 have said that it was not beyond my jHiwer. and would luive suitdy 
ajipointed a roinmittee to devise means for the purposi* of giving relief to 
the is»or |SMiple I know that most of tlu* meiiilaTs have come hi'n* by 
sei'uring the votes of (he < onuiioii jw'ople and they now seem to hate 
f(»rgotten them I am not liowever sorry for that, but time will come 
when these people will n'alise what sort of representut ives they have got. 
I firess m\ residntion wliatever jmi\ be the result. 

d’he im>(ion was then put nml lost. 


RMations betimn ofllcialt and InByantliJ partam in tlia miafaMil* 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ‘‘ This ('ouneil rei oiii mends to the 
tiovernment (hat spe<'ial orders be issued to (he divisional commissioners 
ami district magistnttes ti> the effect that sul)divisional officers, and 
especially idn le officers of the Chiiukidan ilepartmeiit, shall not partake 
of the hospitality of. and have intininte friendly relations with itifluen> 
tial j»ers<ins in the niufasHal and that, imiiieiliately on receipt of any news 
or cfunplaint of aUy injustice l>eing alleged to lie done under the influence 
of such hospitality, a spec ial impiirv lie held into such complaints.’* 

The mover spoke in Bengali. His speech, translated, is as follows : 

It is very often found that circle and siibdivisional officers fmrinke of 
the hospitality of influential men when they are on tour in the mufaMaal. 
This hospitality aometimes comes out of funne motives and aometiiiMia out 
of a sense of delicacy , but there is hut one outcome in all such raaae that 
these officers often become attached tii their bosta and do a<»t shrink from 
complying with their ret^uests at the expense of their sfose r»f honour tm4 
impartial judgment. The munsifs and these ofheers ara*^ of the saM 
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standard but few are the oompIaint.M a^rainst the former, but those agaiust 
the latter are of frequent iK'currenees. Instances of dismissal, discharges 
degradation, and even of imprisonment can be found recorded against 
these executive officers. The reason is that the members of the Bengal 
Judicial Service very seldom go f»ut of the station and very few chances 
are there for them being influenced. I do not see any reason why the 
practice complained of should not be stopped. The executive officers 
are well-paid. They are given travelling allowance, halting and mileage. 
They can d<) without being guests of anyl)ody. There are dak bunga- 
lows within a reasonable distance from every place, they travel wi^Ji 
orderlies and most of them g‘»t cycles, l)oats and other vehicles of 
easy c.onveyn?ice. I do not liar to speak any more on the evils arising 
out of the hospitality. I shall fini.sh this [)art of the resolution with one 
sentence more. In the estimation of the people, as we used to hear in 
our younger days, these officers {hnkimn) wer(*, as it were, fathers and 
mothers of people. Hut gradually that regard is dying out. Under the 
benign British rule, as it was in the past, people were so confident that 
they thought that lambs and tigers could drink together. I’hat rule which 
acquired so much fame is being gradually brought into (Mlium by indis- 
creet a<’ts of individual officeis Peopb* do not get their grievances re- 
dressed if they <(»mplain against these officers to the Magistnite of the 
district. The head of the distrn t thinks that his subordinate officers are 
beyond <*orruption and their orders and decisions are un()uestionable. 
Here is an instum e whi< h I am (pioting-— I have got an answer to-day to 
a question of mine. 1 find that the Magistrate, though asknl for by me 
as a member of the (\mq»*il. did not think it right to hold a personal 
iniiuiry, but tmik the report of his subordinate as a piece of inviolable 
truth. .\ow imagine when I failed to have the matter set right how can 
a poor peasant dare to go up with his complaints P If »n inquiry were 
instituted it might have b^en found out that the wrongs were the < utcome 
of hospitality and influence. Formerly there was only one Magistrate in 
charge of the executive functions (»f an entire district including sulnlni- 
sions and all matters usetl to be prop®rl\ inquired into. I know, for 
example, that Mr. Webster, now (’oniinissioner of the Surma Valley and 
Hill division in Assam, used, when hobling the [sist of district officer 
in Tippera, to go out of his ow n accord in the village fairs baxars, hats, 
etc., to inspect the actions of his subordinate officers and he was never 
found amiss to set a matter right. But at the present day when acts of 
injustice are rufining iHiiipaot very few inquiries are held by higher 
officers. I fail to understand why these highly-|iaid officers are required 
if the actions of the subordinate officers are not properly supervi.sed. 

Thti Hdfi’lllt Hit MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
iUROWANs I rise t/> a |wiu( of order. The restdution before the 
Council is quite different from what the gentleman is saying just now. 
He is speaking of the big salaries of the District Magistraiea and other 
official, but the* resolution has nothing tn do with them. 
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BiImi 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK* ]{«* says that (h<*s<» Mufcmtratea 

ought not to partukf* «»f the hospitality of i»thers as they are in iweijit tif 
princely salaries. 

The I)eputy-l*iesi«leiit then explaiiietl to the mover the pi>int 
of order niised hy the Hon hie Mahar.ijadhiiuju llahadui of llniilwan to 
* which he replied that a hat he meant was llmt as these nHic uils \\eie in 
receipt of big salaries the\ shonld m»t pat take of fhe ht)spttaltt> of others. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: I think 1 have every tight to speak 

out \vhi*ii through want of inquities peitple eanuot gel their wrongs tight* 
ed. I am nof^asking hu tlie ruitailment if the jmy of the Indian Civil 
Service, but I only desire t«i see that lhe\ work commensuiulely with the 
money they draw. I have non h to say, but 1 <lo not like to toe the 
members out. I have onl\ to urge that all complaints against subouii* 
iiate otticeis shouhl hr hsiked iiitu h\ the Coiiimissinners and -Magisf rates, 
no matter such lomplaints < otne tiom memlsMsuf tin* Is'gisaltive Coiiurtl 
or the humblest of the |»easanJs oi teach the sujsMior otfn'»‘rs thiough 
letteis signed or anou\iiioUs With these few w«»ids, I move for the 
ac< ♦•ptaiice of the lesdlution 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahaiur: I should like to su\ a few 

wonls o»i tlie lesolutioii that has Ummi imtved. It is said that this (\uincil 
is a deiiUM-mtic Coum il and that is fuil> illustruled fonlax lo the speei h 
id the previous speaker He is a gentleman who has i oiue, I ma\ sax, 
from the masses, and he lias hud bare certain facts with an emphasis and 
an earnestness, which deserve the admiration of his colleagues. 1 must 
say that what he lias stated ought fo be tianslated for the information of 
the Covernment Heiich. What he has staleil is this: that the District 
Magislnites and other officers who go to the inufasHal. being the guests of 
rich and inffueiitial iK*ople, iH-ing entertained with pohwn, knrma and 
mimed goat meat ami all that, do not genenilly take that inferesi and 
pay that attention to the (oin|daifits of others, who are not in good terms 
with the neh jssiple; and, in this roiims tion, it ih ms esswry to tneniion 
that he has paid a glowing tribute to Mr. W'ebster, the Distriit Magis- 
trate. who mixed w ith the (XHiple, who ini|uired into their needs and who, 
in fact, entered into their hearts. I think that shows that his representa- 
tion to this Council is a js-rfectly imi>artia) and genuine one. I think, Hir 
that, although the resolution may, to a certain extent, |>e mislihed, the 
scuise of the rewdution ought to fm impres#ie<l iiism the Doverntneiii. and 
that, whether the resolution is aci epteii hv (Joveminent or not, I am sure 
the observations that have la^eii hnmght fo light will lead the (jovernment 
to iuquiie into the matter, and to eee that no injuaticse is done to the jgKir 
pfsiple who are toiling and moiling in the dieiani comerii of mtifaaiiaL 

Hit HiMPM Sir HENRY WHEiLIR: So far as 1 undmUind, a 
good many of the arguments that tiave l»een pul forward by the mover 

17 
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are acarcely relevant to the reMoiuiion, and I propose to confine myself 
strictly to its terms. I have no doubt that the resolution has been moved 
with the best of motives, in the desire to do anything that is possible to 
ensure the fulfilment of the wish of us all that justice should be done tp 
all and sundry, whether high or low, without prejudice or regard to any 
other consideration than the ascertained facts. To that extent there is, 
of course, no objection, but since the resolution a.sks us to issue special 
orders of a somewhat curious character, we cannot ac< ept it as it stands. 
It is ofUai alleged ns a (criticism against r)fficiul8 that they stand aloof 
from the people and never mix freely with those who reside within their 
jurisdiction. I'hoi is an old complaint, and no one is moite cognisant of 
it than myself, since when I was SecJUttarv to the Decentralization 
C!ommission, this was the favourite hare that was set running at almost 
every slulion wc vihitctl. "I IiIn rc.s»dution, on the otl»ei han<l, suggests 
that ofti^’ials shordd stand aloof and that they slumld not Ijavc ordinary 
s(K:ial relations with people who are descrihed a.s ‘‘ influential ” — a vague 
term which it uould he very’ difficult to define in any order which Dov< ni- 
nient might se^'k to communicate. But tliut (ifficinls -.hould stand aloof 
is precisely what they have been critici.sed in the past for doing, while 
Government have always encouraged its officers to be on friendly terms 
with all classes of people within their <‘harge — an attitude which I take it 
will commend itself to the Council. The position is well understood by 
our officers, and it would materially ciit across an\ thing in the nature of 
friendly siHual relations if vre were to put juit ludeis ori the lines of tins 
re.solution. After all would it not be a slur upon a veiy honourahle body 
of offi<'ers against whose work there is no vulhi le isoa for complaint ? 
The resolution attack.s in partic'ular those offiicis v\hi» are in charge of 
small units “STihdivisious and circlee— and they arc tin* ven officers for 
whom it is iHiesible to make iwtiuaintanceship v'ith the jieople witliin 
their jutisdiction. It is not possible for an offict*r who is in charge of u 
big district to he closely acquainted with all the peo|i2e under his charge, 
but with circle officers and suhdivisional officers it is otherwise, and if the 
CouncR will study the literature abqpt their ap}H>mtment they will see 
that one of the chief objects of their appointment was (hat they should go 
from village to Tillage, meeting leading men and hel|)ing ihem in the 
matters of adminteiration which come within their purriew. 

X am*quiie willing to communicate the proc eedings of the Council in 
thie matter to our Commissioners and district officers, but I do not think, 
nor do I fancy the Council will think either when they come to consider 
the matter wore fully, that there is any need for special orders. Still less 
ii there any nead fbr an injunction that a spec ial inquiry should be held 
if any allegation hr eOWplaini ie Bade of injustice as having been done 
under the influence of hospitality. The implied .slight to our officers 
is obsious. and while there is notKing easier than to make a vague allega- 
tion of thin hind, which is characteristirof many affidavits which aae filed 
in our courta, ii is not bar on an officer that he' should be forthwith exposed 
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to a itfieiial inquJiT into hia (oiulurt <m aut h va^ue alleffatitma. Theiv- 
fare, Sir, ao far at the iaaue of a ajiet iiil ortler ia i iuH-enied, 1 ramiot ajfroe 
to do ao, but, ns 1 have aaid. I am jH*rf«M tly willinjf to cHimmunirate Uie 
proceedings of this Council to the ofticera c»*ncenie<L 

SHAH 9YED EMDADUL HAQ ajmkt* in Hengali. Hia a|.H*ecb, 
translaU'd, ia lollowa: — 

On the assurance given h> the H.urble the Memlier in charge that he 
will take steps in the matter, 1 thank the Meinlier from the bottom of 
my heart, and withdraw the motion, 

The motitgi was then, by leave of the Ciaimil. withdrawn. 

dttdieial Strvic*. 

Rii dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE SifiMliirs I move that “ this 
('ouncil recommends to the (ioveriiment that appiiintmeiita to the Judi- 
t ml Seivice hhould be made among the In'st i|ualihed iMiinsU^ra and pleiul- 
ers uvaila!)le, with tlie sole object ot securing ellii lent and impurtia) 
udininistTatioii of justice without regard to any other considen|tion. ” 

The resolution speaks fm itself and theie ia no nei^sity for me to 
press it as 1 understand the Hoii'ble Sir Abd>ur»Rahini will make a 
stateiueui. 

TM Hon*lile Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As regards appointments to the 
.1iidi( till Seivn e the appomtineiits are made under atalutea, |niriiy under 
the Ooveriiment of India Act and partly under the AvU relating to th# 
Judicial Service. So far as the iiieinl>ers of the Indian Civil S^o vice are 
(oiiceineil, tiiere is a (ertuin iiiimlxu of ap|M)iiitinenlH of Distiict anU 
Sessions Judges set apart for the Servile. 

As regards the iiiuiisifs, they are noiiiinuted hy the High Court and 
the liengal (foveroment appoint them on the rei'oiiinieiidation of the 
Hotrble the High Court. 

The SulKirdinaie Judges are appointed from the ranks of munsifs. 
They are ap|H)inted on the recommeiidution made by the Han*Ue the 
High Court and the Bengal Goveniiiieijt act u[mui this reeoiutuendiitioti. 
There are again a numlier of appotntinenti* listed a« open to the officers 
of the Bengal (Tvil Service '(Jo^i^i«l)> The officers selected for these 
imsts are appointed by Government also niaioly on the recommendatioii 
by the High Cau|i. 

As regards the munsifs, the procedure adopted by the High Court ts» 
as 1 explained to the House the other day, that they hpve a small com* 
mittee who make the selection, then it comes to a kmgsr commitfee and 
ultimately it comes to Govenuueat who appoint the High Courtis uomi* 
nees. Beyond this, we have no hand in the matter. The qualificutions 
required of the candidates are laid doim in the prescribed rules. They 
must be graduates of the University, graduatiNi of Imw and Giey are 
required to have practised in the protesiiaii ior tluoe years. The present 
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ruleH aif* now Iwiiig ri?viH<*d ami a naw of appointment is likely to 

be inaugurated. 1 take it that the liit^h (^uirt, ho far aa the appoint- 
ment of inunKifH in eoneerned, Hoeures the lient men available in the pro 
fennion. 

Ah re^anlK the appointment of Subordinate Judges from aitumg tnun- 
HifH, that depends upon the nature of the work done by them. That is 
the ponition, Sir, and 1 doubt it ttie mover will want to presH hiK rewdu- 
tion. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur * For the reanoiiH 

explained liy the UoiFble Member 1 do not (hiitk 1 need piess the resolu- 
tion. I therefore beg to withdraw it. • 

'Idle motion was then, by leave'olT the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 

Reorganisation of the Board of the Department of Agriculture. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 move that " this ('oum il 

reeommeiiils to the (fovernment that imme<lijite steps In* taken to re- 
organise the existing iioard <d the .\gt iniltural 1)e|)artment, Heiigal, 
in such u way that at least halt the membeis of the 'iaid body be repre- 
sentatives of the non-oflieial eommunitv nileiesti'd in agrieiillure, ” 

1 do not wish to dwell at length on the resolution .Vs tai us I under- 
stand, steps are Indiig taken to reoigunize tto* exinting Hoard ot the Agri- 
eiiltuial Department, and 1 have reavm to helieve that my resolution, 
whethei it is art epted or not, will meet with a sMupatlietir response 
Irom the llon'lde Minister in rhaige. 1 theretore dit iiol wish to mke up 
the time of the ('oum ii spef iullv us 1 find that the meml>eis ar<^ anxious 
to go away. 

Tho Hon*blt the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur* ddie question of the ret'onstitutiou of the Hoard of the 
Agrifultural Department *i.s already engaging my attention. At the 
last meeting of the Hoard I aniiminretl my intention to rwonstitute the 
Hoard on a more popular and rejiresentative Imsis and steps are already 
lieing taken to give effert to this. I therefore arrept the prineiple of 
the resolution suhjei t to the reservation that full di.st retion Rhould be 
left to (fovernment to fix the iiumlier of non-offieial memberH on the 
Hoard. , 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Ah the HuiFble Minister ha« 
Ihmui pleased to assure us that he is alr«Midy tloiiig that, I am prepared to 
withdraw it. 

The rt‘solutioii w’ae then, bv leave of the (\>uucil, withdrawn. .. 

AdiaurmMiit 

Ah there was ho quorum the Counril then adjourned till 3 r.u. on 
Wedneaday, the 8th Manh. at the Town Hall, Dalehtta. 

B H Hr**!. 4 l'‘« 4UlU F T R. 
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The followi!!;? Quei«tionp wm» put and niiswen'd iit the meetiuf^ on 
^ the Ist March, lJt22, mimediately before the tliHciiKsion of the Hud|?et, 


SUiTMl Quislions 

(to whloh oral aittwtn ororo givon.) 

Midnapofo Zimindary ComiMny. 

*XXII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI in) Will the Ilon'hle the Member 
in charjfe of the Polilicul Department be pleuMnl to f*fnte whether a 
special police fone wa*' <if*puted for the pro(i*ctioii <»f the private pr(»per* 
ties of the Midnapore Zamindar\ (’ompany in the Uajshahi district duriii)^ 
a part of last year on the sanl ('oinpany applying for the same to the 
(bivei nment? 

{h) If the reply to ia) in the ufhrinative. will the Ilon’lile the 
Meinl)er be jdeased to state whether the said (’ompany nnrlertook t«» pay 
all the expenses urisin^^ tnit of the deputation of the said jmlice forced 

(r) If the answer to (o> is in the nefratne, have the (loveriiiiient 
rharjfed the expenditure iiH iirred on this ac’count to public revenue P 
(//) What is the total amount of money spent on this head!^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member Im* pleased to state how many 
acres of khas muhui land in the Hajshahi district have l»een leaded out 
by the Dollector and his sulw»rdinntes to the Kurojanin oflicem of the 
Midnapore Zamindary (ompany durinfr the last three years y 

(/) Will the (Jovernment Ik* pleased to state the reasons for leasing 
out these lands to the officials of the xainindarsy 

ig) Are the Government aware of the fe«*ling that exists (hat the 
claims of the raiyats have fieen oxerbmked? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter? 

TIm HENRY WHEELER: M A r^dire force was. on the 

application of the Midnapore Zamindary Company, sent to Bilmaria and 
its neighbourhood in the district of Hajshahi lietween the months of 
Mity and ?foveniber, 192L This was necessitated by the dangerous state 
of feeling for which the agitation of the non-co-operators was mainly 
rtaponstble. The police force was sent for the general preservation ol 
bw and ord^. 
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(h) The Company did not undertake to pay the expenses of the 
force. 

(r) The normal cost of the Police is a public charge. 

(fl) The only charge incurred has been on account of the travelling 
allowances of constables deputed to duty in the inufassal, which is a 
part of their ordinary work, and no separate ar count has been kept. 

(c) No kbuK inahal land in Oie district of Rajshahi has been leased 
to the European oflicers of the (’onipany during the last three years. 

In view of the answer to (c), questions (f) and ((/) do not arise. 

{h) (iovernnieut d<» not consider that any inquiry is necessary. 


Budgeted provision for reorganisation of Provincial 
Educational Servioe. 

*XXIII. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: lo) Will the lion ble tin 
Minister in charge «if the Departnient of Kilucalion lx* pleased tdi state 
whether the amount of Us. lakhs hudg(*ted foi the current year for the 
reorganisation (d the educatnmal services Ixdow the I’lovin ial 
Educational Service, has been utilised wholl\ oi in pait, or is intended 
to be utilised within the current financial year for the jmrpose for vliich 
it was sanctioned? 

(h) If the amount has not been utilised oi is not likely to be utilised 
during the current finniKual yeai , are the (loverninent cfuisidering the 
desirability of making provision in the next \ ear’s l)udget for thi*- 
ninount in addition to any amount that may he necessary for the snmi 
purpose? 

(r) Will the IToirble the Minister be please*! to state the amount 
which it is firoposed to provide for the next \ear to meet the 

exceH.s exf»enditure that would l>e necessary, in giving effect to the 
reorganisation scheme of the educational servi<’es Indow the Bengal 
Educationai Servi<'e? * 

iff) Will tlie Ilon’hle the Minister l>e pleased to state whether an\ 
amount out of the IN. 7J lakhs mentioned in {o) has N'en utilised for 
any purjiojie other tlian that for which it was meant? 

(r^ If so, how much has Wen spent and for what purposes has the 
same Wen spent? 

The Hofl'Wc Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) It has not Wen utilised, hut 
its utilisation in whole or part during the current financial year is 
probable. 

(h) The necessary amount for the payment of increased salaries of 
the educational services Wlow- the Pnivincinl Educational f^rvire during 
the next financial year is Wing included in. the budget. If any further 
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ainotiiit i* nw'e*8ary for thi* jmyinent of arri’UiH owing to late iasue of 
ordors, it will fie asked for in a supplementary vote of Counril. 

(r) Ten lakhs of rupee*. 

(d) No. 

(f) The question does not arise. 

N ewtfMipMrs* 

«XXIV. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN; (o) Will the flon hle 
the Menilier in (■harg4* of the I’olitieal Ihqtartment ho ph*asetl to lay tin 
the table a lisl of — 

01 newspafiers, Ixitli Knglish and vernaeiilar, that the (io\<*rnment 
of Itenifal ‘<nhMenlK* t<i. together with the miinhei of enpies 
taken of t'aeh sueh |Mij>t‘r; 

(tf) newspaiMT" in Bengal wIiom* v«*curity has been -forfrittMl either 
once or oftoner ami the sutn forftotiMl eaoh tinn'; 

(ttt) nf‘Ws|>aiM*rH in Bengal that had to siippK MM Uiitv at aiiv tune 
tlnniig the life of thf‘ |»a|»ef and tliat stil) do so; and 
{ir) daiiit's. weeklies, monthlies and othio jMMiodieals piiblishtMl 
in Bengal showing the phnfs from where tht‘> are puhlishetl'' 

(h) Is there an\ pafier in Bioigitl that is [>ul)lisht*d unregistertnl y 
If so. what is the name of that |»a|¥'r^ 

Is anv newspa|s‘r siihsidised hy the loeal (b*v<*rnment I' If ho, 
whieh iKijier is so mihsidisetl ami how' muc h is paid as siihsid\0' 

The Hon'hleSir HENRY WHEELER: in) Statements I. 11 and HI 

are laid on the tuhle ; Statement IV is laid on the lihrary table. 

Seeurities taken fr«»m. or forfeited by, presses, are not included 
(h) Ooverninent has no information of the existenee of any such 
pa[»er. 

(r) No. 

Statement /, shoirinff namex and number of roptex of netexpaperx 
xuhxenhed for by the (lorernmrnt of fienynl, referred to tn the 
reply to clause of starred yuestton .Vo. A’A’/b . 

Nam" f«f 

Maalein Ilitaishi 
Dacca Oaisette 
Civil and Military (jaxeile 
Stateaman 
EDgliahman 
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N*a>* of tMWfffMpcr 


Toi»l Bomlwr of 
•nbw'rihod 
for b/ Oof erB> 
ttotit. 


Em pi I P 

Amrita Hazar Patriku 

Imlism Daily Npwh 

Tf*lpff’rui»h 

(apilal 

Pamper 

H(‘har JTeraM 

lialian Plaiit<*ih’ (lazette 

Iridiarj Mirr(»r 

f/Pader . . 

Wedficftday Ppviaw 

Daf j pfdinj^ Adv«*i<iMT 

Indian Militai> Keeard 

Hindu Paliitd 

HpH^Mh'P 
IlriaM, Djk •ca 
(’ahutlii 
EaH<, Dacca 
IlinduNllian Ucxn^w 
( ’oniiiiprcp 
TinicN (»f India 
Servant ^dail\ ) 

IVofrresm 
Moilyrn He\ipw 
Hiswaharta 

Hen^al Kcaiioinic Journal 
MuMMulinan 
Junticp, Madras 
;1 nd(*|MMident , Allahalnid 
ttlHciNer, LainVe 
/ainnna 
l)aur*i-Jadid 

Patholic IltMald of India 

EjMjdiafiy 

Jyoti 

'I’he Indian Anti«|uary 
New India, Madias 
Bom hay ('hronicle 
Mnhaniinadi 
yndian Review 
Kxpn^fis 

Hen^ral Past and Pix'stMit 
Eastern Mail 


6 

13 

5 

1 

10 

8 

I 

1 

7 

5 

1 

2 
I 

o 

13 

9 

0 

3 

1 

4 

5 
0 
3 
3 

0 
3 
5 

1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
I 
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1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Siatnnrnt //, ghotrintf the §uime^ of neirspapers tn Hen^al whott 
tecfiritiei harr hern forfrtted and the sunut forfeit ed in each eoff, 
referred to in the nply to elause (,i) of jttarrrd question \o. XXiV. 

Vtume '‘f 

1. Halliul Matin ^I’niu tniitnin) 

2. Nakknsh 

Statement I / shfnnmf the names of ncn spapers in Jienpal lehtch 
deposited siiuntp and u hose seeiinties ore still tn deposit ^ referred 
to in the repltf to ehm.se (r/'i of starred question \o. XXIV. 

1. Na\ak, w i‘«‘k!\ . Calrutta 
2 Sanjihani, ('alriitta 
.‘t Vi.»>\vainitra. t '.il< ntta 

4 TIk' Daitiik iUiatiit M itia. ('airulta 
Ti Hanl. Darca. 

(1. KaUaiii. .Ii'hsoh'. 

7 I)ain-i-la(ini. Calruttu 

5 Sar \ aril . ( ‘aim t la 
U Hijali. rali iilla. 

1<) Alaliu(|. Haii^^jMir. 

11 Stainlaiil Hfan*?. (‘alcutla. 

12 A-r-i-.f adlnl . ('al< u1ta. 

I‘l llaHlit!i\a (»<uaksli\a. (\i)< utta 
14 Namasmlra, llata a. 

Daputatiofi of tho People’s Proteoliofi Committee to ditouee queetiom 
of politioal importanoe. 

•XXV. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Ih ihv Hon lil<* 

the MeinlxT in charj'e of the Politicnl Dejwrtrnenf aware of the fact 
that the People’M I*rote< tiiJii ("onitintt(*e, (’ahiitta, provinionally 
appoint4Hl n deputation of a few leading lejaeM'iitutive puhlie men of 
Benf^al to wait u|K»n Hi« Exeellem \ the (iovernor nome lime towunln 
the fimt (Niri of flunuarv lant, with referenee to niieh <|UeNtiomi of puhlir- 
importance a» the oe< iiiTeneeH at Kntalh and Meehualiaxjir toward^ the 
end of lout year, the alleged ex*’e*^H<»*< of the l*<diee. the Militarv and 
the Civil (fuard. and the re|w»rted tlLtreatnient of {Kditieal priMonern in 
jail and outaidey 

<6) I« it a fact that the aaid deputation failed to iw*eun! the ncceii- 
aary permiaeiion for an interview f 


Aim .tni of MM-itrlfT ^ 

R«. 

AtH) (oiu'e only.) 

I ,(HH) tom e oidy.) 
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(r) If th« uriHwerH to (o) ami (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Ilon’hle the Iw pleased to state what steps, if any, have been 

taken in rej^urd to tlume puhlie grievances? 

(J) Will the Ilon’hle the Metnher Ih» jdeased to state whether it is 
a fai't that <’onipluir»ts with regaid to the alleged desecration of a 
mos(jue at Meehuaha/jir, aKsaults on, and loot of the property of, raany^ 
inhahitanlH in tlu* neighhotirhood l»y the Ihdice on the 26th DecemlK»r, 
lft21, were verhally addressed to the Hon’hle the Member by a few 
leading men of the locality? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Hon’hle the Member was pleased to 
proFoisi* ati in(|nirv into the allegations made? <f 

(/) If tlw answer to (/-) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle the 
MemlMT ls‘ please*! to state whether any regular impiiry, dejiartmental 
**i otloMwise, has lM*en held? 

(//) If so, what steps, if any, have l>4*(‘t» taken hy the (lovernment 
on the K'stilt *»f the iiojuiry? 

(/i) Will the llon'hh* the Member 1 m* ]»h*aHed to lay on the tahh* 
a (iipv of the lejHot of the ini|uiiy, if any, leferre*! to in (//)? 

Th® Hon'bto Sir HENRY WHEELERS and (h) It is umlerstood 
that an npfdnation was made by certain g«*ntlemen to the Private 
Secn*tary for an inteivi(‘w with If is Kxcelh*n(\v to discuss thew* (jiies* 
liiMis and that tin* inteiMew did n<ft take place 

(**) to (/t) I h(* membei is referreil to the couiuiunufue published in 
the pa]M‘rs on the Kith l'»*bruarv, and to m\ sjieech in (’ouncil on the 
21st lebruary, It is not pro|>os<»d to publish Mr. Hird’s rejKirt. 


AIHgad grtM irarks in tha last M. A. axaminatioiu 

•XXVI. Rai UPENDRA LAL.RAY BalMdlir: Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in * harge of the l)e})artnient of E<iucatioD lie pleased to 
state — 

(►) ^whether at the last M. A. examination in English, any addi- 
tional marks were gi\en to certain successful candidates as 
a mutter of gnu'e ; 

(Ml if HO, the reasons for gning HUeh graet* marks and the number 
of Hindi grace murks; 

(in) the total number of stiulentH who got first elaiui in that examina- 
tion; and 

(m) what wciiild have lieeii the said number if no grace marks 
were given? 
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Thi Hofl’bte Mr, V* C« MITTER: The Univer»ity han inforineil 
Government that confiilentiul malteiN ronmM’ttul with rnivormty 
Examinations es|>t*cially discussion at nuMMinfrs of Hoimls of Kxaminere 
are not made public, and the Vniversity will not defvtrt from this 
established rule. Government fully approve of the rniversity’s attitude 
n the matter. 


UntUrrMi questions 

(answrers to whioh were laid on the table,) 

Muhammadans in the upper division of the Saorotariat. 

197. Mauivi 8AIYID H088AIN ALY: to) Will the lion ble the 

.\ieinb(‘r in cIuii^m* ot tin* Ap|H>iiitiiient l)epai tment I>e pleAsetl Ui lay i»ii 
ihe table u stalenooil slotwin^- 

(i) tlie total sanctioned stiength in the upper tii\)sion of the 
various departments of the Secretarial (iiuludiu).' the Lej^is* 
lative Depflrliuent ) as it stood on 1st .luly, 111^1 ; 

(/<) the total saintnineil stienj<th in the uppei division ot the otiices 
ot the \aiious heads of depaitiuents and attu< hed oitic es 

iiu ludiiifT 

(1) the ll<iar<l of Heveiiue, Henifal, 

the oflice of the Director of Industries, lien)(ul, 

(•t) tfie office (»f the ( 'oiuinisNionei of Police, (!alcuita, 

(4) the oflice <»f the ('ollec tor of luctune-Tux, ('ulcutta, 

and 

(5) the (^'ulcutta Coilectorate ; 

(itn the numl>«r of these ap)H>intments held by Muhamttiiidumi 
and non-Muhamiiiaclans respectively; and 

(ir) the numlM»r of jMTiuanent vac'aiicies that cscurred in the upper 
division of the various offices referred to HlM>ve durinjc the 
last five years with the names and (pialifications of the }>ersonii 
ap(M>inted to fill these vacanc ies P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the MernWr be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showinfr the names, cpialifirations and the present |my of 
ell aasistenU in the upper division of the various oflices referred to ab(»v6 f 

TM fir HENRY WHEELER S Rtatemenls (rivinn: Uie 

.information required are laid on the Library table. 
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Waiting rooms at Nandibazar ftoamor station in BafiarganJ. 

198. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Ih the Hon'ble the 
Mernher in cluirire of the Marine Department aware that inconvenience 
i« fi'li hy the paHwen^^erK for want of waiting rooioH for males and 
females at the NandihuKar steamer station connecting? the Barisal-Dacca 
and llarisal-l’arpassa steamer services? 

(h) Are the (h>vernineni c<msideririjr the desirahility of drawing the 
attention (d the Rivers Steam Navigation Company to this matter? 

Tht Hon*bl6 Mr. KERR: (a) Government are informed that there 
is a waiting room at Nandihascar and that the Steamer (Company have 
received no (lomplaints of any inconvenience suffered by passengers 
there. 

(It) The Company have already l>een addressed in the^matter with the 
result stated alsive. 


Patuakhili mail aorvioo arrangomofiit. 

199* Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (ni Is the Hon'hle the Member 
in charge ot the Department of (Nunmene aware that the Calcutta mail 
rea<hes llaiisal hv the Khulna expres'i steamer between 8 and 9 a.m. 
and that (he mad lot Patuakhali leaves Hartsal on the next morning? 

{h) Is the Ilon’ble the Member also aware that an exjtress steamer 
leaves Harisal for Patuakhali every dji\ at l» r.M.? 

(<•) Are the (btveinment considering the desirabditv of asking the 
Rivers Steam Navigation ('oinpany to make arrangements for rlespatch- 
ing tire (’alcutta mail for Patuakhali fry the Patuakhali express steamer 
PJ hours in arlvance of thesrrdinary mail? 

Tb# Hon'bitl Mr. KERR: and [!>) The bulk of correspondence 

from Calcutta to Patuakhali including all [utcl ot-* parcels and money- 
orders is transmitted hy mail train and steamer according to timings 
which are as follows: — 



. <lep. 

21 -tH) 

lnt 'lay. 

lUriiurl 

arr 

20-45 

2tid da). 


. dt-p 

4 0 

3rd dny. 

Pntuiikhsli 

. arr. 

ir-50 

Do. 

A sulmidiary rles^iatch to Barisal 

containing onlv 

uninsured ariiclea 

of the letter mail, and very small in 

volume is carried hv expreas train 

and »teainer as follows:— 




Calcutta ... ijfp. 

14 24 

day. 

Bartad 

arr. 

8.90 

tod day. 
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An expre«H stennier leaves Rarisal at 17-30 anti reaches Patuakhali at 
24 hours, but in vi«‘w uf the snmll quantity of iiiuil matter ftir Patua- 
khali in the subsidiary despatch, the cost that would be involved in ita 
immediate transmiHsion by the express steamer is not considered justi- 
fiable. Morwiver, as by such transmission, the mail Wiiuld arrive at 
midnight, it would not Iw* convenient to deliver it sepiimtely from the 
chief mail of the day now arrivinj? at 9-.30, 

(c^ For the reasons stated above, no chaufre in the present armnfre- 
inents is contemplated. 

Courf-leat realtsad in the High Court, Original lido. 

200. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon Me the 

Meiul>er in charge of the Judjcial Department Iw jdeuHed to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(/) the actual c<iile(lion of (aiurt-b-es on suits insliltite<l on the 
Orijfinal Side of the ('alcutta ifi^h Court undei the present 
sy stein ; and 

in) what wnuhl have been the Mdle<'tit>n from the same source jf 
tul rali/rt'in <ourt-fces hud been (hai|^ed on them for the last 
3 years. \ear by yeai Y 

Tha Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: tc The a\e»airc of last three 
years' cidlei tion is Us. 4,03,7S.H-|(t-0. 

to) It is not jMissible in the time available t») cabulate the ncttml 
amount of court-fees that would have been realised had the tul vtihfrem 
scale under the Court-Fees Act Iwen applicable to the Ori^'^inal Side. 


Travelling allowanoai paid to clerks in Barisal to oeunleraol the 
anti-Covemment propaganda of agitators. 

201. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: (n) Has the attention 
of the IIonTde the MemlaT in charge of the Af»|HMiit merit ])e|>iirtriieni 
been drawn to the statement made by Mi. R. C. Patterson, i.c.w., lately 
the district Jiid^re t>f liakarffanj, in his evidence before Halm Eajendm 
lail Sadhu, Sub-Judge of Harimil, in Misi ellune<ms < ase No. fJJi of 1921 F 
ih) Is it true that minieterial officers in (iovernment aervice at 
Har*sal were employed for the purpose of preaching approved politic* 
in the village* F If iro, was that done with the approval of (Iovernment P 
(r) la it a fact that theee miniaterial officers were paid travelling 
alloa-aiice for such extra-official activity? 

(J) If eo, at what rate were they paid and from which fund? 
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ic) Were such allowanccH paid with the sanction of the Government? 
if) If HO, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a Htatement showinf^ the total amount spent on this work with details to 
show the respective amounts drawn by each of tliem? 

Tilt Hofl'bli 8ir HENRY WHEELER: {a) Government have seen 
the Htatement referred to. * 

(h) Ministerial officers of Government at Barisal when touring on 
other Government work were emtou raged to use their influence to 
counteract the ant i-Goveriiment propaganda of agitators. They were 
not sent «mt sj)eciully for this purpose. This action has the approval 
of Government. 

(r) No. Ministerial office! s were paid travelling allowance only 
in respei t of their official iluties. 

(fl) They were paid at the ordinary rate admissible under tlie Civil 
Servi( I* Uegulatmns ami from the usual sources. 

(i ) ami (/) I'hese quest ions do not arise. 


Removal of Book Dep6t to Chetla. 

202. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: In 

conrnM'lion \sitl» the llon'lde llie h'lname Member's st;i(eim*nl in thc 
llerigal begislatise Coum il on l.':jnd .Nfaicli, 1‘IJl (page -hST, \’idume 1, 
.No, fi of the Heiigal LegislaliNe Council 1*1 oceedi ngs\ that the jniblic 
not be jiut to th«' sfiglitest incon\enienc(* by the lemoval of the 
I’ress t<i Clu’tla as (toveinmeiit publications would continue to be stocked 
at Writers’ Iluildingh, will ihe llon’ble tlie .\IemtM‘r in charge of the 
Dt'parlmenl i»f h'lnume be pleased to state whether tlie statement meant 
that the idea ot lh«* remo\ul of the Hook Depot t<» Chetla had been 
abandoned or merely that* a small sale oflii e woubl lie bsaited at the 
Writern’ Huiblingsy 

{h) Will the llon’ble the Meml>er U> pleaseii to state what is the 
estimated cost of construction of the portion of the building, which will 
lie occupied by Ihe Hmik DejaM at Chetla? 

(c) What will be the cost of lonstruction of the rai'ks and furniture 
in the m»w building at Chetlrf for the Hook Dejmt ? 

(d) Are the Government corcsidering the desirability of saving the 
greater portion of this arm^unt by l<Mating the H(H>k l)ej>nt in the east 
w ing of the Writers’ Hiiildiiigs when the Press is removed to Chetla, tlie 
exiating racks in the west wing being taken d»>wn and rwonstrueted in the 
east wing? 

Thf Hon*bto Mr. KERR: (nt and (h\ The meml>er is referi'ed to the 
answer given to his uiisturred question No. at the September meeting 
of Council. 
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(r) No estimate ha.s vet l>een framed. 

(d) No. The Hook l)e|>6t, as the di-itritjutin^ ajr«ou v of the Press, 
will be most suitably locateil in the Press buil<lin^*i, anil the sjuue now 
occupied by the l)ejs‘>t in Writers' Huiblin^rs is retiuireil for the 
accommodation of the S»(ietariat ilepartnienls, atol, if possible, foi 
heads of administrative depaitments who at pn‘sent o<’eup\ hired 
premises. 


Economy in expondtUiro. 

203. Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (of Is the 

Ilon’ble the MemlrtT ni rhar^re of llie tiuent of I 'lnaiMa* aware 

that the (loverninent of Bombay have invited the attention of all 
departmental heads to the neei‘sHity of practism^r the utmost eeonoiny 
in ex|s*nditnre b\ avoiding' all non-ess, filial <har^<‘s, iiolmlmj; travel- 
ling bv officios and H'stnctin^ leu\e, in mdei to reduce the ciinent 
xeal’s total chai^o's and foi impioMiij; the clostiij,f biilann'sy 

{h) Is tin* Hon'ble the Member also awaie that tlie action of the 
(loverninent of Hombav has been evpiessod as beinj; due to the bict 
that the cost ot a<imnnstiation has leached an tMub.m assin^^l) hi^h 
figure in the piesent stale of pioMio lal finance, vOiu h will necessitate 
tile eail\ adoption of ste]>s eitlo'r to laise mole ie\eniie or to redm e 
the facilities and seivicf‘s b\ drastic im*asuies to such standards as the 
( io\ernme?it can afford Y 

(c) Ale the (ioNeinment < oiisnlenn); the ilesirabilit \ ol joloptinj^ the 
Homba\ pioeeiluie by siniilail\ inxitin),'' the attention of thi* heads of 
nil de|mitments of piibio seixiees m Henj^al to piaetise the utmost 
economy hv avoidin^^ all non-essential (halves of the kimi inilnaled hy 
the Bombay (iovernment durinfs' the «uirent and (omini; ollii nil year? 

The Hon*bl0 Mr. KERR: (a) and (h) (iovernment have w*eii the 
Htatement to this effec t that have iip|>eared in the Press. 

Instrm tions wei«* issued hy the Bengal (iovernment last Ort<ib4»r 
that ri^id eeonomx must Is* exercised in all dej»arliin‘nts. 


Move of the Hon*hlf the Memhert end Minittert to Darjoeling. 

2M. Bahu dOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the lloiPhle the 
Memlier in char^je of the Political l)<»|«irtment lx* pleasiol to state what 
effect has ficMOi ^iven to the resrdiitioit on tlie Hill exodus earned hy the 
Council on the 8th February lant? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle the Menil>er W pleawMl to state how iiiuriy times 
each MenilxT of the Executive Council and each Minister has vtsitiol 
Darjeeling- since the jiassing of the resolution, and the cost of these 
vuiteP 
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The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Copy of Political Depart- 
tneni Meriioraiiduin No. 51!<?2 P., dated the I6th April, 1921, on the 
auhjfMd IK laid on the table. 

(h) A Htatenieiit the iuforhiatiou available is laid on the 

table. ' 


Memorandum rrfrnrd t<t ui Ihf rrphj to rlanse (a) of unstarred qu€$lion 

So, i*Oi. 

N(i. TiI'/JP , clatod ('alruttn, tho lOth April, 1921. 

Mentoranduni by— A. (Umukli.m. Ewj., i.r.B., Ilepiity Secretary ^ the Goverii- 
ineiit of IWoftaul, Political Departmeut 
Am a n^ult of the diHciiNHionii oti a reKoiiition moved in the Ilengal ]ieg^islati%*e 
C^uincil fjn the Hth Kehriiary. 1921, renardiiiK the laov" of (iovernment to Darjeeling, 
the whole (piehtioti liaH again Imh'Ii <'oin«idered. and in MU|M‘nte8ftion of all previous 
ordern on the Miihjei t, the (Jovernor in (\mru il in pleaned U) lay down the following 
jadn-y Uj Im* adopU'd in future — 

(o) The Secretariat will not move, mh Much, and any clerical staff taken to 
Darjeeling iniist 1 h> redu(*ed to a minimum 
(fi) 'I'he period of Uital stay of alt officers in Darjeeling will be curtailed 

Huhjei t to the oliHervaiue of these general principles, tlc' (lovernor in (\mncil 
leaves it U» each Meinher anil MiniHter to um his own discretion as tx) the time and 
duration of his own visits to Darjeeling, and ns to thoM' of the Secretary or Head 
of a Ih'partment with w’honi he is coiuvrneil In cases where a S<*cretary has 
relations with more than one MetiilMT or Minister, the Memlier or Minister who 
IN chiefly coiii'crned should inlorm his I'ollengues of his intentions in the matter, 
Kach Meinla'r or Minister should keep fhs Kxcidlenry informed in due courw* of 
the aiTangeiueiits which he propist'S, both in hia own case and that of the staff 
NulMirdinate to him 


Statement showing the jour netfi made to Ihirjrehnq Ay Hon' hie Memttere 
and Mitunters m 192/ ro$t ttwreof, referred to in the reply tc 
rlauge (A) of unetarred question A"o.2AV. 


M«ai« ot Mtfmlier or Mmue r. I>ita of jourtM*;. 


Tilt Hon’hle Sir llcnt) Wheelir Mh\. 19JI, fioin Calcutta to 

Dill jetdiiig. 

2Blh May. 1921, fr«»m I'urj*'«‘liiig 
(tloaliindo to I HirjiH'lii.g^ to 
' t hamlpiir nod hack agiin on 
:ird June, 1921. 

June, 1921. from Darjeeling to 
Calcutta. 

8e-ptemlH*r. 1921, from Calcutta 
to Darjt'eiing. 

(K'tolwr. 1921, from UarjeeUng 
to Calcutta * 


(\aacrf JouroMjr. 

Ka. i r. 
307 13 3 

140 5 0 


.3A7 b 3 
215 15 9 


Not yti 
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IlMMofMMlwf or MlalUcr. Dotoof.jMtmrjr. OMef 

R*. A. r. 

Th« Hon'RU’ Sir Rij*y Oliand M«y. 11^21 , from Cttloutu to 578 11 0 

MaharajaJhirajA I>arjf«Hri^. 

Bahadur of Bur«1 wan Jum*, from I^arjoehnp to 1,0.»4 5 0 

('alciitta 

Soptaiiilvr, H>21, fro.n Cnloutta 78H 2 0 

to 

Octclx'r, 19*21. from 

. to (‘aK'utta ® 

The Hou’bU* Mr. J !I. Kerr ... April, 1921, from ('.iliMitta 4(P,» ]| (» 

Darjerlim;, 

May. 19*21 from l.i i:i:\ 10 ft 

(Siligtiri) Oah uUrt 

May. 19-21. fr..in t’al<u(ta to 'M 14 9* 

Darj<N‘linj; 

Jnni*. 1921, from iVirjoilio).: to ' 4|i) .1 :1 

I'ahiitta 

H*'pt‘-mU*r 1921. f»‘'»u r*il»utla 2 14 II •» 

to |).»rji«liiig. 

(Ki("ln'r, 1921, from Har 

to ( nirutttt.® 


The Hou’i*h' Sir .'\lMl-ur'li*hmi M»>, 1921, fn m Caloiifta to \'t i; 

iMrjeoluiu. 

.May. 1921, fiom |)arjivlifi>.> to .'hl.'t ht 

Cttloutta. 

.lime. l92l, from (‘ahiitla to .512 15 ft 

JiiiM’. 1921, from Ilarjoi Imj' i») 994 8 ,9 

Cftloulttt 

SoploinlK‘r. 1921, from Calciilla .51 H .5 (t 


to ltarj4-< Iiu)' 

(>*tulM*r. 1921, from n.irjorhng 

to Cah'iitU.® 

The Hoii’hk* Sir Siireoflra Nmh Ma\ , 1 921 , from Harm. kp<-r» l.. 49*2 14 '4 

Banery^a. Darjoolifii; 

Juoc. 1921, from I >ar;<'o|in^' to i;20 4 ft 

Calrulta. 

.*v*pU'intM'r. 1921, fr«ii.j Harmrk .59*2 H <1 

|»oro to l)arj4‘« ling. 

S*»plemlK*r, 1921, from I)ar/’<| C, ft 

ing to Rarfark}>oro 

(k'lotier, 1921, from iiarrat-kpon* 5IH I 0 

to l>ary*elinjt!;. 

(K toiler, 1921. from Durjiflm;; 

to Dtnajpur.* 

Octolier, 1921, from Dtnajpur to 

f^arjeeiing.*' 

tH'tolier, 1921, from iHrychn^ 

to Barrack 

* Hat 
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Num of Meoiber or Minat-r. 

Dot® of joiirvfj 

Govt of joiarnej. 



Rs. 

A. 

P. 

The Hoji’blc! Mr. P.C. Mitier... 

May, l9il, from rnlcntta to 

Dnrycliiij'. 

470 

0 

6 


June, tS'il, ^ol^ Darjvrlinp to 
Caiciittii. 

G.'iS 

6 

6 


S«|»teinh<r, 1921, from Calcutta 

1» Darjaelirifr 

479 

7 

0 


iiiU’r, 1921, fouii Dnrjcel 
irip to CiilcuttH . 

26fi 

8 

3 


( )( t«iU*r. 192 1 , friun Calcutta to 

I »ar Ml J.J 

tiiiolH-i. 1921. from ParjeelinK 
t" ( ' ihoitta ® 

r.a 

c 

6 

0 

Che n<Mritl<' ti»‘- Niivvul- StoN hI 
NiIWhI* a Ii (ytuill<l»lHt 1 

MiO, 1921, from ( nU’iitta t<i 
Darji'i 


'2 

0 


Juut*. 1921, from 1 Cirj' ' lnm ic 
< 'hI< iilta 

(lilt) 

7 

0 


S jit«*iiih< r, P.*21, friMii I’ltia'lali 
to Ilatj' i liiijj;. 

l.'iO 

1 2 

II 


U< r 1921, fr 'lu Dut )' 

(Sili^'oti ) ti* C.ilcntf a 

.c»l 

2 

♦i 


• N i>» \« I i| 


Improvement of rural areas and inadequacy of funds at the dis- 
posal of district boards. 

206. Babu NALINI NATH ROY; (n) 1m thr lli.n’l.lc the Mini»ter 
in c'f llw‘ Drpai tiiMMit i>f Local Sflf-( iov«‘nniM‘nt aware that the 

fniniN of tiu' (lisfnrl hoanl.M are inaihvpiate foi tloiii^^ iniprovi-ment 
WNirlcM in the luial aren'^, Hiuh an tli« constmetion of romls and tanksi 
urranji^einentM for nuMlii al h|‘lp. etc. ? 

(h) If MO. what uetn)!! are the (loverrnnent eontemplatinjf taking: in 
the mattery 

(<•) An* tlu‘ ( Joveniineiit <M>nMidt*i mV the de.mrahility of grunting 
money or a«l\an<’ing loaiiM to local hotlies for the improvement of rural 
nieaM y 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The nply 

is in the nflirmative. 

{h) There siM^ms no ]>ossihility of any consnlerahle inciense in the 
revenue of the district hoards except hy new taxation. Methods which 
suggt'st themselves an' — 

(1) the removal or iiicrt'use <»f the maximum rate of t'eas now fixed 
by statute; 

fj) the levy of new fees or taxes, r.//., on carts, carriages and 
mptora ; 
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(3) the levy of tolls on new bridges; and 

(4) tho low of piibli<' health oess. whioh is another f<»nn pf 

alternative (\) al)ove. 

Th’ district hoaid oonfeienoe of Pt'il coiisidorod altoriiati\es (H and 
( th but wore not pieparod In ac-oept pn»p<»saU tm the^o linos. Tbey 
HCTopted, ho\vo\or, an altoi native foi the taxation of non-agrioul- 
tural olasso<. Alteniativo (‘Ji i^i WdiOf the I'ount il in thi* form of a 
private ro'^olution. ( »<»vt*i nmoni aio moat anxiouN tc) in* tea m* tlu* 
revenm“< <»f distiK'f boaiiK "*• as t** enable them t*> ilis*‘haige eflii iently 
their expanding fum lion^, wheti tin* l/«»«al .'^tdf-( no *‘i nment Aet * <Mnes 
Ix'fore tlie •(’onn< iI for ainemiimMil. tin* ]Hwsihiht\ of d*‘Nising .soim* 
means of new taxatmn. vv In* li ilo n**t pr*‘ss t<>o ln'avilv t*n the agri* 

* iiltijral ela"'-*"' inu-^t he landiillv \v*Mgh*‘il. hnl (io\*'i nmeiit^ aie m>t 
in a p'Kition !(» ‘•tat** an\ rimrlnsttom at pr*‘srnt 

(r) (iovernrnent have for some time pa.st iirgj'd on distri« t hoards tin* 
ne«'e‘‘Sit\ of finaneing new *“apilal vviuk''. < the camstrm tioii of 
hri*lge<<. hinhlingH ami i**a*U fnan loans, ami aie ]tU’paM‘d to «*tn.MnbM 
svmpat Im*I leal! \ anv appln ations of this kind who h nm\ l*e nnole 
Am to grants, (ioveinment an* *<nitnhutnig in tin* * u!n*nt \«*ai roughiv 
IN S hrkhs to ilistiiet hoanls iii the form of the " augmentation giant 
and art* at pieseiil nnahle to nmke anv otin*i giant 

A Muhammadan candidate for sub-rogistrarthip from tha 
Presidency Diwiston. 

206. Raia MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (ti) With n'f**rem'<‘ to tin* 

answer to elaiisi* (r) (n) of the «|m’stion N*. ITd of tin* .Inis seNMion. 
asked hv Naw.ihzaila K M Af/al. Kl*an Haliaclnr, will the Ilon’hh’ the 
Minist**! Hi (harge of tin* lh*paitmeiit of l*almation Iw pleased t*» wiy 
whether tin* sann* Mnhamiinolan *amlnl:«l** was again imminatml in 
the vear l!h/I h\ the ( *onnniS'.jom*r of the pM'snlem v I )i v isi*>ii I' 

ifi\ If ko. will the Hon'hle tin* Mmistei he pleasi*d ((► kuv w]n*ther 
any (*onMideration has heen giv**n to lii.s ease us promined in his rejdy 
to elaUHO ( ? 

The Hon'hle Mr. P. C. MUTER: Yerv 

(If) As the numlMT of aj»|Mnntments had to 1 m* redneed, no Mnluini- 
nmdati -on the hasis of the profHirtion of Muhammadan t<» Hindu 
fKipuIation — < <mld lx* afijiointed from the 1‘reHidem v Division, although 
the total jiroixirtion of Muhammadan appointments for the IVesidenry 
ns a whole was maintained. If further apj»ointments are made in the 
Kegistratioii Department the rase of this eandidate will l»e (*onHidered 
along with others. 
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Act 

AMi<‘n<!iiii'iit <'f lli«' Ik’Hiiiil ’« 

VilUn*< mlhdiait.tl »'l 

f I (ii!i ' ‘‘ ' 

A«ti(Hirnin«nt, <U 
Agrtou)tur« 

Hftirpinihation liouttl «»l .Itt^ 

iK'imrtnuTit <•!. iMd 

AhnMd, Khan Sahaduf Maulvi 
WMiHNiidin 

1t»r t^faiit*' W> 

for th»‘ purt hunt' <*< .'am**, t'l« 

Ahmtil, Maulvi AiahanKldtn 

rulfb of ilif IWtiiit' Ju^h'oil 
SvTVM*<1, '2 

Ahmad, Maulvi Yahuinuddin 

Dt'DiArKlii fitr 1!M 

All, Mr. gyad Erfan 

Midnoptirr Zainintiuri (ermp.nty, 
1 iA|»|» I ' 

Alty, Mr. S. Malibaob 

Budget dtocutoiort, 75. 70 

Aly, Maulvi Balyid Haaaain 

Muhammadant in the Vpper Division 
of the Secretanat, vii (App.) 


Amandmant of lha Bantal Madioai Act, 

Appointmant of Mr. 8. K. Raha at 

Commistionar of Exoita and Ball, 1 

Appo'ntmanti to lha Judicial Barvioa, 

Aram, Khan Bahadur Khwaia Mohamad 

Body;**! (lih( UHniiut, ' I 

Bakarganl 

t h<ti lands in 7 

l*ro|>4tr I loll o( M iihariiniiidiiiih in the 
iitfitt'k nl ilie DiNtrnt Miiyihtrnle nnd 
lh«‘ Dihtrnt .Iiidi4«’ of. il*.' 

Waitiny rooms at Nanddiaiutr HU'ntnnr 
^latnoi (It , HIM A|'|i » 

Banariaa, tha Hon'bla Btr Burandra Nath 

AiiKMidinfiit of thf iVnyal Medi al 
t, 

Ih'iK h appointment N in t’erinin unio.is 
of Tipjiera sadar niiIhIivuhoii , 212 

lltKlyet diiaushiini, 1(14, 12H, l.'hl, !.'r> 

Improveimnit of rural nreAN uml 
trmde^|uary of fumU at Uie dtii|Hnial 
of Distnrt linardn, xiv (App.) 

Venereal di«e<i(i>eN in Calcutta, 210 

Withdrawal of Village BelMiorerfitmMt 
Act from Tippera, 7 


App. refers V» the Appendix. 
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Barital 

Trjiriullinjj allowuiueK paid to fU-rks in — 
to (’<iunt<ra(t lh<' a»»tj-(iov»rnn:fiit 
foopaj^andi* of iiKitatorK, ix fApp ) 

Zill'i hvhool, Idi 

Batu, Babu Jatinifra Nath 

div lOiHioii, 77 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Ham Chandra 

Hudl/,**! <llh< MShlOtl, Kl'J 
Zoolom* ul (iardrlih, ('aiMittii, 1 

Bill 

Hon^'al \**rial Kn[M*wn\s IPJI 
HioiL'al \'illai{i'-('liaukidiit I ( \iiifnilnu'Mt > 

. in4 

Book OapAt 

IN'inovul <»f to (’holla, x (App ) 

Bom, Mr. 8. M. 

Illldt/ot dlH( IlNSlOfI, .Ml 

Budget 

Dim ' iiMHiun ot iho. 

Calcutta 

\ olloioiil (llsoiihrs III ‘JlIP 

/oolo^ical (iiirdoriM. I 

" Char " lands in BakarganI, 7 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan 

llii<h/ot diMnisHioii, .‘*<1 

Donmiuls foi jiraiitM, 174 

ihisl iMiiu'inoiit ot rosolutioMK, ‘Jl.'l 

Withdrawal of rt*solutioo iVk'l 

Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath ^ 

tliHi’iiHHiofi, UKI 
iViiinnds lor t»rai)tM, 1}I‘J 
KriH' liHlu'ia's, l.’>8 

Chaudhuri. tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur I 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Aii 

Appoint nioiK ot .Ml S K Hahu a*. 

( oiniiUMHionor ot KxriMo mid Salt. 1, 1* 
Ih'Mjial A**rial Uo|H«HayK Hill, Urjl. U)7>. 
Ilk3 

ItudKot dim iiMsion, l(k^ 

DpjiAta for the piirchmto of v»irn}i. otr . 
1»V6. 

KiitahliiihnKMit of a rochnolojjunl and 
Agnruhural C'ollcga, ai7, 219 
Fmannal distr<'>«» of IkMiKaJ. 2JM 
RoorganiHAtion of ih© Hoard of th© 
Department of AKnculture, 240. 

Sal© of mtoxioantit, 231, 232. 

ZoologicaJ Gardens, (jalcotta, 6. 


' Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad 

Demands for grants, 198. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath 

Hmljiot drsMission, 12 
I>< •rnands for tyrants. IftO 
l*ori ('oinrnishioricr'w liuoise ofTnt* 
I^unkn‘^hnap^lr. 210 

’loll j)ri\ih*^;f to Joint Steamer 
Catnip, lines, 2 

Vem-ieal diseases in (’ahuttn, 20f> 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aiutoth 

Hudt.'et (liseussion. 141 
Ik'inaiids for Krauts. 194 
Distiet MuKistrato, Pahna, vrsiting 
Siihuii'a hat H 

Chetia 

Uenenal of Hook IVjiot to. x lApp ) 

Civil Borvioa (Bengal) 

Promotion from the — to listed jHiNts, 
159 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

HiidKi't (liisf nssioii , 102 

College 

Kst.ihtihlmient of a TeehindoKienl and 
AKniMiltui.d, 215 

Court-fees realised in the High Court, 
Original Side, i\ (App ) 

Darjeeling 

Mo\e of the Holi’hle the Memhern and 
Mnnstrr.s to xi (App ) 

Das, Babu Bhithmadev 

• HudKot diHcu.Hsion. 92 

ientuha Uml m the Faridpur diNtnit 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

IhnnandR for Krauts. 196 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran 
Chandra 

HudKot diReua^ion, 20 

De, Babu Fanindralai 

Hud^©t dist'iiiiRion, 28 

Oemande for grants, 166. 

DopSts fsr thf purehata of yam, oto., 

220. 
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0«INitati«fi 9l ttia fratMtidii 

CanufiittM to ditoian <|UMliofit of ! 
politioal importanoo, v (App ). 

Qaputy-Proaidofit 

iliiw-u^fcion. 10, •l'.\ 70, 104, luV 

ll»l. ll»l, l.Hl 

l)einuml» for jsruiits. 173. 17, ’t. 17*'. ^ 

ls;i, W), ii>;i. iiH), l}*^. 1*01, 1*07 

for i1h> port hast* ol xanis. fti , 

KMabliahmcnt of a Tot tinoiops, a) and 
Ajirnnllural CVdiogt*. 1’15< 

Failurv ol r»'M»ll»tJon IM 1 
l*ost|M»tK'iiH*nt ot romdnti.uis i’ll 
1{€ a ballot lor rosohiin.tis 0 
S.ilo of nitoxn.uilv I’.tJ, I’.'lf 

Oitcuuion of tho Budfit, '< 

Dittrict Boards 

I o\ i rto Mt ot rutal ar«-.is ut),! 
i!in-i«M|U:o X oj hiixU at tin 0ia}H.,»aI 
ol vn . V|.|' ' 

Division lists 

iH'iiiandh for jiraitts >03 1*01 

Kslablisliij.oiit <d a T«m lm.dop,i(al .uni 
\l'ru llitnrai ('ollr;;r l’|0 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari tail 

l*ronioiion troin tin* Iton^^.d ('nil 

Uj iiMod jhistH, 17»0 

Oult, Mr. Afoy Chundor 

ApiK.imni.nt <.f ,Mr S K Haha n*> 
C'oriiniOMo?iiT of Kx< IM' ami .■salt, 1, i' 
IJud^iot distnsMon, ;ii', :j.3, ;ti. 7>:i 
Ik'inundfi for urmilM. 107 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Naridhan 

Hud»i<’t dlM'linHlofi O'l. ll'l 
lanojsrm-M appi**iitno«, |<;i) 

Dutta, Balm Indu Bhuahan 

HudgC‘t tllKOUhhton. O'* 

IViitiiitda for j^ranift, 171 173 
K»lubli«ihmpnt «d a 1 «-rhrioloj;it ,»! and 
Aifruullural (VdloK**. 1*17 

Economy in oiporMltturo, u l App > 
Examination 

Allojti^d tfrarv nmrku in tlm lat»t Af A , 
(App.) 

Expondituro, ooonomy in, xj (App , 

Faridpur 

Tentulu kKal in tho— dixtmi, 3 *' 


Hi 

fFinanoial diotraot of Bongal, 233. 
Fiihortoo, frto, !:*8 

Pormtor, Mr. 4. Ca m pboii 

SrU* of uitoxitantix, l'3l* 

Froo Athoriso, ITk^ 

Ghoat, Mr. D. 0. 

Hml^'t tbs, iiHMon, 7sl 
Ib'iniUidn foi j^raiits. 171, l7.^ 

Qhoso, Rai Bahadur Jogondra Chundor 

,\p|>on»lim‘nlH to tlm .Itidnial .S«*iv»oi». 
I’.Hh IMI 

lludti,t‘*l xbs‘USNi(»n, 11*^, 134, l.V 
Ib'iminds lor jirants I'l" i»<>7 
l»»‘|Mits l*n tin* pnrtluiM* of xariox, i»l«' , 
l*l*n 

Kstaf»l»>*bni<‘nt ol a I «m bnoloyit wl and 
A|,cri< nluiral l*l'd 

.Ititlnial I’.llh 1*1(1 

Sab* ot Miloxn am *«, 1*31* 

Qovtrnmsnt Bills, Ibi 
Haq, Shah Sysd Emdadul 

lioiii h apihiiiitnu fitH in ttotiiin unionx 
ol lipiM'ia *,adar MilKliviHion, 1*11 
.l«id«*i;o .•Nnoi* 1’ 1*.3(» 233 
Noiio o ojM ration niox« nmnt in TipfM*r«, 
b 

lit'bitmn Itoiwirn oftniiiU and infinontial 
porhons in I la* mufaHN.d, l^'i^, 237. 2^«J 
Sab* ol intoxiMintH, 2.31, *2:i3 
\\anin|,t i'"'noi al .Naiidibaxar HU'itriior 
Statiofj al H.ikaii.'ani. \m(Ap|>,). 
Wttbdraual (d \ S4*ll-(bivi*rnni(*iit 

A( f Iroin Ti|t|H ra, 7 

Hug, Mautvi Ekramul 

Hurmal /.ilia Si luxij Ifil 
Mnduiot dill ij«ot lot) , 142 

llom.itiidH lot uumf*. 1^3 

Husaatn, Mautvi Mahammod Madaaiur 

lindu*'! diio mi»oon. Jifl 
I)< rnand(* foi (^ranU, 131 

improvomont of rural aroas and 
inadoquacy of funds al tho dispotai of 
Oistnet Boards, xiv (App f 

Karim, Mautvi Ahdul 

Hudi»<'U"<l prox'ihion for rixofftaiiutattort 
of Provinnal FTducatmnal H«rvi(*«, 
iifApp) 
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Karim, Mauivi Faxial 

('hir IuiiiIn ill lliiknrjjjiuij, 7 

Natiin* of work ^ivi-n to mi«Jc*r-tna! 

priHoiU'iN III Putuakhali Hiib-juil, 16*1 
ratuukliuli irijiii M-rvifO urrunj4rriii‘nth. 
vni (App ) 

Pro^Hirtion of Mn}iiiiiitiia<iuiii» in tho 
offiooH of tfio Dihtrn t MaKihtruto and 
tho DiKtint of Ifakarnurij. 212 

Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. H. 

Iludj^ot dlMlIHSIOll, .'k'i, ir>2, I.M 
i>«‘iioindh lor firantv — 

“ 7 Stsiniph." id7 
“ 10 K\< liaiiuc oh tnuiKiiotioiih uitfi 

liondoM,” 2f)*i 

“ 10 Slulionorx and l*rintin^,” 2<17 
Ki'ononiy in oxiMOidituif, xi (App ) 
laadfsiiA'ii .ip|>roiili(<>h, Kil 
l*aliittkliali mad s< rvm* arran^iom'iitv 
viii (A|>p ) 

Port CoinintHhionor’K iKonHit offici* at 
ItamkriHlinapiir, 2l0 
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